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[bookmark: _Toc184909469][bookmark: _Hlk98309027]Overview Information
	Federal Agency Name
	National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA)

	BAA Title
	Boosting Innovative GEOINT - Science and Technology Broad Agency Announcement (BIG-ST BAA).

	BAA Number
	HM047623BAA0001

	Publication Dates
	December 15, 2023 – December 14, 2026

	Announcement Type
	General Solicitation

	Competition Type
	‘Other Competitive Procedure’ as described in Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) 6.102(d)(2) and 35.016, as well as 2 CFR § 200.203 and 10 USC § 2358. 

	BAA Process
	BAA with Topic Calls
The BIG-ST BAA is a general announcement of NGA’s research interest, including criteria for selecting proposals and soliciting the participation of all proposers capable of satisfying the Government’s needs.
The requests for abstracts and/or proposals are transmitted via Topic Calls that are published separately under the BIG-ST BAA general solicitation at various times during the open period of the general solicitation. The Topic Calls will further define the technology/government needs or just request abstracts or full proposals.

	Topic Call Publication
	Topic Calls will be published via updates of the BIG-ST BAA General Solicitation site on Sam.gov and Grants.gov.
Interested parties should periodically check these websites for updates.

	North American Industry Classification System (NAICS)
	541715 - Research and Development in the Physical, Engineering, and Life Sciences (except Nanotechnology and Biotechnology)

	Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) Number(s)
	12.630 Basic, Applied, and Advanced Research in Science and Technology

	Award Types
	Procurement Contracts, Grants, Cooperative Agreements, or Other Transactions (OTs) for prototypes and follow-on production.
Any resultant negotiations and/or awards will follow all laws and regulations applicable to the specific award instrument(s) available under this BAA.

	Agency Contacts
	BIGSTBAA@nga.mil


[bookmark: _Toc115759312]
HM047623BAA0001 BIGST BAA – Rev1									1
[bookmark: _Toc115762455][bookmark: _Toc115762972][bookmark: _Toc184909470]Full Text Announcement
[bookmark: _Toc184909471]Introduction
The mission of the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA) Research Directorate is to deliver future Geospatial-Intelligence (GEOINT) capabilities to users for operational impact.  NGA Research supports the National Security Strategy by solving hard defense and intelligence problems for the Intelligence Community and Department of Defense.
In support of this mission, NGA Research promotes research initiatives across a broad spectrum of science and engineering disciplines, and transforms these initiatives into disruptive GEOINT capabilities in support of U.S. national security. The Boosting Innovative GEOINT-Science and Technology (BIG-ST) Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) invites proposers to submit innovative concepts to address hard GEOINT problems that align to one or more of the following technical domains: (1) Foundational GEOINT, (2) Advanced Phenomenologies, and (3) Analytic Technologies. Each of these domains is described below and includes a list of example research topics that highlight several (but not all) potential areas of interest. Throughout the open period of this BAA, posted Topic Calls will specify areas associated with these technical domains. 
Each posted Topic Call will provide specific timelines for abstract and proposal submission. Proposers are responsible for maintaining awareness of these Topic Calls and associated timelines for submissions. No submissions shall be accepted to the general solicitation; abstracts and proposals will only be reviewed in response to Topic Calls.  
[bookmark: _Hlk121469056] In accordance with (IAW) DFARS 235.016, the scope of this BAA is limited to research and development of concepts and technologies that fall within Research, Development, Test, and Evaluation (RDT&E) Budget Activities 6.1 to 6.4 and Technology Readiness Levels (TRL) 1-7. (See definitions on the following pages.)
Topics under this BAA may further specify proposed solutions to a subset of budget activities and expected TRLs. 


	#
	Budget Activity
	Description

See Department of Defense (DoD) 7000.14-R Vol. 2B Chapter 5 Section 1.5 for more information: 
https://comptroller.defense.gov/portals/45/documents/fmr/current/02b/02b_05.pdf


	6.1 

	Basic Research
	The systematic study directed toward greater knowledge or understanding of the fundamental aspects of phenomena and of observable facts without specific applications towards processes or products in mind. It includes all scientific study and experimentation directed toward increasing fundamental knowledge and understanding in those fields of the physical, engineering, environmental, and life sciences related to long-term national security needs. It is farsighted high payoff research that provides the basis for technological progress. 

	6.2
	Applied Research
	The systematic study to understand the means to meet a recognized and specific need. It is a systematic expansion and application of knowledge to develop useful materials, devices, and systems or methods. It may be oriented, ultimately, toward the design, development, and improvement of prototypes and new processes to meet general mission area requirements. Applied research may translate promising basic research into solutions for broadly defined military needs, short of system development. This type of effort may vary from systematic mission-directed research beyond that in Budget Activity 1 to sophisticated breadboard hardware, study, programming and planning efforts that establish the initial feasibility and practicality of proposed solutions to technological challenges. It includes studies, investigations, and non-system specific technology efforts. The dominant characteristic is that applied research is directed toward general military needs with a view toward developing and evaluating the feasibility and practicality of proposed solutions and determining their parameters. Applied Research precedes system specific technology investigations or development. Program control of the Applied Research program element is normally exercised by general level of effort. 

	6.3

	Advanced Technology Development
	The development of subsystems and components and efforts to integrate subsystems and components into system prototypes for field experiments and/or tests in a simulated environment. Budget Activity 3 includes concept and technology demonstrations of components and subsystems or system models. The models may be form, fit, and function prototypes or scaled models that serve the same demonstration purpose. The results of this type of effort are proof of technological feasibility and assessment of subsystem and component operability and producibility rather than the development of hardware for service use. Projects in this category have a direct relevance to identified military needs. Advanced Technology Development demonstrates the general military utility or cost reduction potential of technology when applied to different types of military equipment or techniques.

	6.4
	Advanced Component Development and Prototypes
	The efforts necessary to evaluate integrated technologies, representative modes, or prototype systems in a high fidelity and realistic operating environment are funded in this budget activity. The ACD&P phase includes system specific efforts that help expedite technology transition from the laboratory to operational use. Emphasis is on proving component and subsystem maturity prior to integration in major and complex systems and may involve risk reduction initiatives.


Technology Readiness Level – Technology Readiness Levels (TRL) are a method used to measure and assess the maturity of a particular technology. TRL is based on a scale from 1 to 9 with 9 being the most mature technology. The use of TRLs enables consistent and uniform discussions of technical maturity across different types of technologies. Decision authorities will consider the recommended TRLs when assessing program risk. The below table lists the TRL levels allowed under this BAA:
	TRL 
	Definition
	Description

	1 
	Basic principles observed and reported.
	Lowest level of technology readiness. Scientific research begins to be translated into applied research and development. Examples might include paper studies of a technology’s basic properties.

	2 
	Technology concept and/or application formulated.
	Invention begins. Once basic principles are observed, practical applications can be invented. Applications are speculative and there may be no proof or detailed analysis to support the assumptions. Examples are limited to analytic studies.

	3
	Analytical and experimental critical function and/or characteristic proof of concept.
	Active research and development is initiated. This includes analytical studies and laboratory studies to physically validate analytical predictions of separate elements of the technology. Examples include components that are not yet integrated or representative.

	4
	Component and/or breadboard validation in laboratory environment.
	Basic technological components are integrated to establish that they will work together. This is relatively “low fidelity” compared to the eventual system. Examples include the integration of “ad hoc” hardware in the laboratory.

	5
	Component and/or breadboard validation in relevant environment.
	The Fidelity of breadboard technology increases significantly. The basic technological components are integrated with reasonably realistic supporting elements so it can be tested in a simulated environment.

	6
	System/subsystem model or prototype demonstration in a relevant environment.
	A representative model or prototype system, which is well beyond that of TRL 5, is tested in a relevant environment. Represents a major step up in a technology’s demonstrated readiness.

	7
	System prototype demonstration in an operational environment.
	Prototype near, or at, planned operational system. Represents a major step up from TRL 6, requiring demonstration of an actual system prototype in an operational environment such as an aircraft, vehicle, or space. 



[bookmark: _Toc184909472][image: ]Technical Domains of Interest
[bookmark: _Hlk132374026]FOUNDATIONAL GEOINT
The Foundational GEOINT portion of the Research portfolio focuses on the creation of always accurate, high-resolution, continually updated representations of the earth’s properties, available on demand.  
Topics of interest in this domain include, but are not limited to, innovations advancing the GEOINT physical sciences in the areas of:  
(1) terrestrial/celestial reference frames; 
(2) earth gravitational models; 
(3) world magnetic models; 
(4) assured positioning, navigation and timing, and resilience; 
(5) geopositioning; 
(6) feature extraction, attribution, classification and modeling; 
(7) infrastructure models; 
(8) human geography and environmental models;  
(9) bathymetric/topological models; and 
(10) maritime environmental mapping.

ADVANCED PHENOMENOLOGIES  
The Advanced Phenomenologies portion of the Research portfolio employs novel methods and efficient strategies to drive development and delivery of improved spatially, spectrally, radiometrically, polarimetrically, and temporally resolved data from a growing number of traditional and non-traditional sources.  
Topics of interest in this domain include, but are not limited to, innovations advancing the design and development of algorithms, components, and enabling technologies for systems in the areas of:  
(1) detection, tracking, and identification of the most challenging targets in complex environments; 
(2) sensing and real-time processing of both static and dynamic targets; 
(3) novel source exploitation and optimization: 
(4) collection technologies to optimize use of phenomenology sources; 
(5) space situational awareness; 
(6) information assurance, data integrity and quality validation; 
(7) error propagation modeling; and 
(8) multi-domain data aggregation. 
ANALYTIC TECHNOLOGIES  
The Analytic Technologies portion of the Research portfolio enhances the definition and utility of GEOINT by leveraging new sources of data and developing novel analytic techniques to deliver a geospatial dimension to multi-INT analytics, in particular to address emerging threats and mission domains.  New data sources drive use of these technologies to provide accurate, timely, reliable, and scalable methods for data exploitation, integration, and analysis. 
Topics of interest in this domain include, but are not limited to, innovations in advanced processing techniques and enabling technologies for: 
(1) geospatial signatures detection, analysis, and tracking; 
(2) derivation of GEOINT from non-traditional data in cyberspace; 
(3) stand-off detection of counter proliferation and chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear and explosive activities; 
(4) water security;
(5) image/video understanding and computer vision; 
(6) image and product standards development and enhancement; 
(7) automated target recognition; 
(8) temporal and activity modeling and contextualization; 
(9) event forecasting and prediction; 
(10) knowledge and ontology modeling; 
(11) artificial intelligence, to include novel learning techniques; 
(12) automation, to include software tools; 
(13) natural language processing; 
(14) social media analytics; 
(15) location-based insights; 
(16) workflow effectiveness and analyst workflow modernization; 
(17) human-machine interaction; 
(18) tools that provide better human understanding of automated solutions; 
(19) tools to guide algorithm and automation governance; and 
(20) immersive GEOINT visualization tools.


[bookmark: _Toc184909473]Award Information
The NGA’s Office of Contract Services (OCS) - Research Division (OCSR) has the authority to award a variety of instruments on behalf of NGA. Anticipated awards under this BAA may take the form of procurement contracts, grants, cooperative agreements, or other transactions (OTs) for prototypes and follow-on production. 
The NGA OCSR Division reserves the right to award the type of instrument most appropriate for the effort proposed. Proposers should familiarize themselves with these instrument types and the applicable regulations before submitting an abstract or proposal. In all cases, the Government contracting officer (CO) shall have sole discretion to select the award instrument type, regardless of instrument type proposed, and to negotiate all instrument terms and conditions with selectees.

NGA anticipates multiple awards which will be subject to the availability of funds. Awards will be made to proposers whose proposals are determined to be the most advantageous to the Government.

The Government reserves the right to:

Select for negotiation all, some, one, or none of the proposals received in response to specific Topic Calls;
Make awards without discussions with proposers;
Conduct discussions with proposers if the Government determines they are necessary;
Divide awards into base and option periods;
Not execute one or more option periods, if an award is divided into a base and option periods;
Accept proposals in their entirety or to select only portions of proposals for award;
Fund awards in increments;
Request additional documentation once the award instrument has been determined (e.g., representations and certifications); and
Remove proposers from award consideration should the proposer and the Government fail to reach agreement on award terms within a reasonable time, or if the proposer fails to provide requested additional information in a timely manner.
The following is a list of possible award types and award instruments to help inform your organization in determining which award type and instrument may be the most appropriate. Proposed award type and instrument are subject to negotiation based on details of each Topic and the proposed approach. The allowable award instruments and their allowable award types are as follows (and are further defined in Appendix 3):

	Procurement Contracts
	Other Transactions
	Grants & Cooperative Agreements

	· Fixed Price
· Fixed Price Level of Effort
· Time and Materials
· Labor Hour
· Cost Plus Fixed Fee
· Cost (No Fee)
	· Fixed Price
· Time and Materials
· Labor Hour
· Cost Plus Fixed Fee
· Cost (No Fee)

	· Cost (No Fee)


[bookmark: _Toc115759319][bookmark: _Toc115762461][bookmark: _Toc115762978][bookmark: _Toc115759320][bookmark: _Toc115762462][bookmark: _Toc115762979][bookmark: _Toc115759321][bookmark: _Toc115762463][bookmark: _Toc115762980][bookmark: _Toc184909474]Follow-on work resulting from prototype Other Transactions (OT):
In accordance with 10 U.S.C. 4022, NGA may award a follow-on production contract or OT for any OT awarded under this BAA if: (1) the participant(s) in the OT successfully completed the entire prototype project provided for in that OT, as modified; and (2) the OT provides for the award of a follow-on production contract or OT to the participant(s).
[bookmark: _Toc184909475]Eligibility Information
[bookmark: _Toc184909476]Eligible Applicants
All responsible sources capable of satisfying the Government's needs may submit a proposal for NGA’s consideration.
[bookmark: _Hlk121223878]Federally Funded Research and Development Centers (FFRDCs) and Government Entities 
NGA will consider FFRDC and Government Entity eligibility submissions on a case-by-case basis; however, the burden to prove eligibility for all team members rests solely with the proposer. Sufficient information shall be provided at the time of proposal submission; NGA will not evaluate eligibility outside of any proposal submissions. Currently, NGA does not consider 15 U.S.C. § 3710a to be sufficient legal authority to show eligibility. While 10 U.S.C.§ 4992 may be the appropriate statutory starting point for some entities, specific supporting regulatory guidance, together with evidence of agency approval, will still be required to fully establish eligibility.
FFRDCs
FFRDCs are subject to applicable direct competition limitations and cannot propose to this BAA in any capacity unless they meet the following conditions: (1) FFRDCs must clearly demonstrate that the proposed work is not otherwise available from the private sector; (2) FFRDCs must provide a letter, on official letterhead from their sponsoring organization, that (a) cites the specific authority establishing their eligibility to propose to Government solicitations and compete with industry, and (b) certifies the FFRDC’s compliance with the associated FFRDC sponsor agreement’s terms and conditions; and (3) the FFRDC discloses any current work being performed within NGA Research or NGA that is similar in scope to this work. The CO will determine if Organizational Conflicts of Interest (OCI) exists. These conditions are a requirement for FFRDCs proposing to be awardees or sub-awardees.
Government Entities
Government Entities (e.g., Government/National laboratories, University Affiliated Research Centers (UARCs), military educational institutions, etc.) are subject to applicable direct competition limitations. Government entities must clearly demonstrate that the work is not otherwise available from the private sector, and provide written documentation citing the specific statutory authority and contractual authority, if relevant, establishing their ability to propose to Government solicitations and compete with industry. This information is required for Government Entities proposing to be awardees or sub-awardees.
Other Transaction Agreements (OTA) Eligibility Requirements
Consistent with 10. U.S.C. §4021, Research OTs have a resource-sharing requirement, intended to highlight dual use focus of the technology R&D of this authority, and show commitment on the performing team to pursue and/or commercialize technology in the future; the default starting resource sharing position will be 50%/50%.

Consistent with 10 U.S.C. § 4022, the awardee for a prototype OT must meet at least one of the following requirements: 
(A) There is at least one nontraditional defense contractor (see definition in Appendix 6) or nonprofit research institution participating to a significant extent in the prototype project.
(B) All significant participants in the transaction other than the Federal Government are small businesses (including small businesses participating in a program described under section 9 of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. § 638)) or nontraditional defense contractors.
(C) At least one third of the total cost of the prototype project is to be paid out of funds provided by sources other than the Federal Government.

[bookmark: _Toc184909477]Foreign Participation
Each Topic will specify whether non-U.S. organizations and/or individuals may participate and any specific controls or security regulations that apply. If allowable under the Topic, any and all forms of foreign participation must be clearly and fully disclosed within the proposal. For controlled unclassified information (CUI) and classified submissions, this includes disclosing and mitigating any Foreign Ownership Control and Influence (FOCI) issues prior to transmitting the submission to NGA. Additional information on FOCI can be found at https://www.dcsa.mil/mc/isd/foci/. 
[bookmark: _Toc98309802][bookmark: _Toc98309803][bookmark: _Toc98309804][bookmark: _Toc98309805][bookmark: _Toc184909478]Cost Sharing/Matching
Cost sharing is not required; however, it will be carefully considered where there is an applicable statutory condition relating to the selected funding instrument (e.g., OTs under the authority of 10 U.S.C. § 4022). 
OTs for prototypes require cost sharing unless at least one nontraditional defense contractor is significantly involved, or all significant participants in the transaction are small businesses or nontraditional defense contractors. If the proposing team is not composed of the required entities listed above, it is required to provide at least one-third (1/3) cost share from their own funds, unless a case can be made for a waiver. Waivers are not common and will require significant justification.
Notwithstanding these requirements, cost sharing is encouraged where there is a reasonable probability of a potential commercial application related to the proposed research and development (R&D) effort. Any cost sharing arrangement should be noted in the abstract and detailed in the final cost proposal. 

[bookmark: _Toc184909479]Abstract and Proposal Submission Information
Proposers are reminded that submission deadlines as outlined in the separate Topic Calls are in Eastern Time and will be strictly enforced. 
When planning a response to each Topic Call (solicitation), proposers should consider that some parts of the submission process may take from one business day to one month to complete (e.g., registering for a TIN).
Amendments to General Solicitation and Topic Calls: If the General Solicitation or a Topic Call is amended, all terms and conditions that are not amended remain unchanged. Proposers shall acknowledge receipt of any amendment by the date and time specified in the Topic Call amendment(s).
NGA will acknowledge receipt of complete submissions via email. If no confirmation is received within two business days, please contact NGA at BIGSTBAA@nga.mil to verify receipt.
[bookmark: _Toc115759326][bookmark: _Toc115762468][bookmark: _Toc115762985][bookmark: _Toc115759327][bookmark: _Toc115762469][bookmark: _Toc115762986][bookmark: _Toc115759330][bookmark: _Toc115762472][bookmark: _Toc115762989][bookmark: _Toc115759332][bookmark: _Toc115762474][bookmark: _Toc115762991][bookmark: _Toc115759333][bookmark: _Toc115762475][bookmark: _Toc115762992][bookmark: _Toc115759335][bookmark: _Toc115762477][bookmark: _Toc115762994][bookmark: _Toc184909480]Solicitation Application Package
No request for proposal or additional solicitation regarding this announcement and subsequent topic calls will be issued outside of publications to the Sam.gov website (https://www.sam.gov), the Grants.gov website (https://www.grants.gov), and the Acquisition Research Center (ARC) (https://acq.westfields.net). Topic Calls will be published as updates to the BIG-ST BAA General Solicitation on Sam.gov and Grants.gov. Topic Calls further define the technology/Government needs or request submission to specific areas. Classified topics, if applicable, will only be posted to the ARC, but the posting will be announced on Sam.gov and Grants.gov.
[bookmark: _Toc184909481]Content and Form of Application Submission
Abstracts and proposals shall adhere to the instructions within this part (Part 4: Abstract and Proposal Submission Information). 
In general, proposers are only allowed to submit one abstract and one proposal per Topic Call. Exceptions will be outlined in specific Topic Calls.
Proposers who did not submit an abstract are ineligible to submit a proposal.
[bookmark: _Hlk121224632]Completeness of Information 
Proposers are responsible for including all necessary information in their proposal to merit award under the solicitation criteria. Information that is not included within the proposal will not be evaluated and may result in a proposal not conforming with the solicitation instructions and deemed incomplete. 

[bookmark: _Toc115759338][bookmark: _Toc115762480][bookmark: _Toc115762997][bookmark: _Toc115759339][bookmark: _Toc115762481][bookmark: _Toc115762998][bookmark: _Toc115759340][bookmark: _Toc115762482][bookmark: _Toc115762999][bookmark: _Toc115759341][bookmark: _Toc115762483][bookmark: _Toc115763000][bookmark: _Toc184909482]Application Process Overview
SAM Registration:
Register with System for Award Management (SAM) at https://www.sam.gov.  Proposers will be able to obtain their Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) at https://www.sam.gov, which replaced the Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) Number in April 2022.
[bookmark: _Hlk141850863]Proposers are required to be registered in SAM when submitting a proposal and at time of award, during performance, and at least until final payment of any contract resulting from this BAA. 
ARC Registration: 

For classified topics, proposers must register in the ARC to access the specifics of the topic call. More information is available at https:/acq.westfields.net. 
See section 4.5.7 for additional registration instructions. 

Abstract Submission: 
It is mandatory that prospective proposers submit abstracts prior to submission of a complete proposal. The purpose of submitting an abstract is to minimize the labor and cost associated with the production of a detailed proposal that has little chance of being selected for funding. Feedback on an abstract will be provided to the proposer regarding the concept’s scientific merit, potential contributions to the NGA Research mission, and affordability considering available funding. A favorable response to an Abstract is not a guarantee that a proposal based on the abstract will ultimately be selected for award. If NGA does not recommend that proposer submit a full proposal, NGA will provide feedback to the proposer regarding the rationale for this decision. Regardless of NGA’s abstract feedback, proposers may choose to submit a full proposal. 
Proposal Submission:
All prospective proposers who submitted an abstract are required to submit a proposal to be considered for award. Interested parties who did not submit an abstract are ineligible for award.  Proposals must adhere to instructions contained within this solicitation and any instructions provided in the specific topic call. Proposers who did not submit an abstract, are ineligible to submit a proposal.
[bookmark: _Toc184909483]Abstract Preparation and Submission Information
Abstract Submission
An abstract of the proposed effort shall be submitted electronically, via email, to the email specified in the Topic Call.
E-mail Subject Line: “BIGST BAA Topic X Abstract (Company Name)”. 
Please see Topic Call for specific timelines for abstract submission.
NGA will attempt to reply to abstracts within 30 calendar days. These official notifications will be emailed to the Technical POC and/or Administrative POC identified on the abstract cover sheet.
Abstract Format
[bookmark: _Hlk118982987]Notwithstanding specific abstract format instructions provided in the topic calls, abstracts shall be submitted in accordance with this announcement. 
[bookmark: _Hlk115408367]Proposers shall use the Abstract Template in Appendix 1. 
Proposers are prohibited from altering any of the settings in this template (i.e. font-type, font size, line spacing, margins). Graphics/illustrations are allowed and are not subject to the format restrictions. Tables are allowed but are subject to the format restrictions.
Section 1 – ‘Proposed Research’ is limited to 5 pages. 
Proposers shall replace/delete all grey instructions within the template after completion of the abstract.
Any abstract that does not utilize the required template at Appendix 1 will not be considered for review.
Restrictive Markings on Abstracts
Records or data subject to restrictions on their use may be included in the abstract, but shall be clearly marked. The proposer shall clearly identify and mark any proprietary data that is intended to be used by the Government only. The proposer shall also identify any technical data or computer software contained in the abstract that is being provided with restrictions on its use by the Government. In the absence of such identification, the Government will assume to have unlimited rights to all technical data or computer software contained in the abstract. 
It is the intent of NGA to treat all abstracts as procurement sensitive information before the award, and to disclose their contents only to Government employees or designated support contractors for the purpose of procurement related activities only.  Refer to BIG-ST BAA Provisions and Clauses (Separate File posted with this BAA General solicitation), NGA Acquisition Regulation Implementation (NARI) Clause 5X52.209-9004, Use of Contractor Support, for specific information concerning NGA use of contractor support.  Classified, sensitive, or critical information on technologies should not be included in an abstract.
Proposers are cautioned that portions of an abstract may be subject to release under terms of the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552, as amended.


[bookmark: _Toc98309813][bookmark: _Toc99351926][bookmark: _Toc184909484]Proposal Preparation and Submission Information
The proposal is the only vehicle available to the proposer for receiving consideration for award. Proposers who do not submit an abstract are ineligible to submit a proposal.
Proposal Submission
The proposal shall be submitted electronically, via email, to the email specified in the Topic Call.
E-mail Subject Line: “BIGST BAA Topic X Full Proposal (Company Name)”. 
All forms requiring signature shall be completed, printed, signed, and scanned into an Adobe *.pdf document or electronically signed.
Proposals shall be submitted in accordance with this announcement and any instructions in the individual Topic Call. 
[bookmark: _Hlk121225941][bookmark: _Hlk139851547]Proposal Preparation and Submission Information for Grants and Cooperative Agreements
See Appendix 5 for detailed instructions on how to submit a proposal for a Grant or Cooperative Agreement. 
Proposers shall provide a courtesy copy of their complete Grants.gov submission to the email specified in the Topic Call.
Sections 4.5.3 - 4.5.8 of this document do not apply to Grants and Cooperative Agreement Proposals.



[bookmark: _Hlk139852887]Proposal Format
Proposers shall use the Proposal Template in Appendix 2, which consists of a BIG-ST BAA proposal submission coversheet, table of contents, four proposal volumes, and eight (8) attachments. 
This template includes detailed instructions on required proposal volume information. Proposers are prohibited from altering any of the settings in this template (i.e. font, font size, line spacing, margins). Graphics/illustrations are allowed and are not subject to the format restrictions. Tables are allowed but are subject to the format restrictions.
Any proposal that does not utilize the required template at Appendix 2 will not be reviewed and will not be considered for award.
	[bookmark: _Hlk121211908]Reference
	Description
	Format
	Page limit

	Cover Page
	See template in Appendix 2
(Digital signature required)
	PDF
	N/A

	Table of Contents
	See template in Appendix 2
	PDF
	N/A

	Volume 1
	TECHNICAL/ MANAGEMENT
	Adobe PDF
	20 pages if not specified in Topic
Bibliography:2 pages (not incl. in page count) 
Relevant Papers: max. 3 papers on 10 pages total (not incl. in page count)
Resumes: max. 2 resumes with max. 3 pages each (one shall be of PI; not incl. in page count);

	Attachment 1
	Statement of Work (SOW)
	Adobe PDF
	5 pages (in addition to 20-page count of Vol 1)
Table of deliverables is not incl. in page count

	Volume 2
	COST/PRICE
	Adobe PDF 
	None

	Attachment 2
	[bookmark: _Hlk135884874]Cost/Price Breakout
	Excel
	None

	Volume 3
	ADMINISTRATIVE & NATIONAL POLICY REQUIREMENTS
	Adobe PDF
	None

	Attachment 3
	Subcontracting Plan
	Adobe PDF
	None

	Attachment 4
	Data Rights Assertion Table
(Digital signature required)
	Adobe PDF
	None

	Attachment 5
	Organizational Conflict of Interest (OCI) Form
(Digital signature required)
	Adobe PDF
	None

	Volume 4
	SECURITY 
(Instructions at Topic Level)
	Adobe PDF
	None

	Attachment 6
	Acquisition Security Review (ASR) Questionnaire – 
Lists Contractor and Subcontractor information
(Instructions at Topic Level)
	Adobe PDF
	None

	Attachment 7
	Facility Clearance Level (FCL) 
(Instructions at Topic Level)
	Adobe PDF
	None

	Attachment 8
	Personnel Security Clearance Level (PCL)
(Instructions at Topic Level)
	Adobe PDF
	None

	
	
	
	




[bookmark: _Hlk136944936]FILE NAMING CONVENTION

Proposers shall submit each proposal volume and attachment as a separate file in accordance with (IAW) the structure laid out above. 

Files shall be labeled by the following naming convention (Short Version of Proposer Name + Topic Number + Volume or Attachment Number):
 
Proposer Name_T#_Vol #
Proposer Name_T#_Att #
Proposal Content
The proposal shall stand on its own merit. Only information provided in the proposal will be used in the evaluation process leading to an award. The proposal should provide straightforward and concise descriptions of proposed work.
Do not use acronyms or abbreviations without defining acronyms and abbreviations at the first use; place the abbreviation in parenthesis immediately following the phrase.  This provides the definition for each subsequent reuse.
The proposal shall be signed by the official authorized to commit the organization to the terms of any resulting award. If the electronic version of the proposal does not include a signature from the appropriate official, the Government Contracting Officer may determine the proposal to be non-conforming.
Volume 1 -Technical/Management
The detailed proposal portion of Volume 1, including any appendices, tables, or figures, shall be no greater than twenty (20) pages in length, unless otherwise specified within the topic call instructions. Reviewers will not review any pages beyond the 20-page limit. The information required within this volume is listed within the proposal template.
Proposers shall submit a Statement of Work as Attachment 1 to Volume 1, using the Proposal Template in Appendix 2. The SOW is limited to five (5) pages (excluding table for deliverables). Proposers are prohibited from altering any of the settings in this template (i.e. font, font size, line spacing, margins). This document will become an attachment to the contract in the event of an award. The SOW needs to stand on its own without making references to the technical proposal. Do not include any proprietary information within the SOW.
Volume 2 – Cost/Price Narrative
The Cost/Price volume shall justify the need for and amount of major direct expense categories, including (but not limited to) labor, equipment, and travel. The cost estimate for the proposed effort shall sufficiently detail elements of cost and the need for these items to allow for meaningful evaluation. The Cost/Price volume shall clearly and closely align with the planned methodology presented in the Technical/Management Volume.  
A cost estimate shall be detailed for each task of the proposed work.
[bookmark: _Hlk135884921]Proposers shall submit a Cost/Price Breakout as Attachment 2 to Volume 2 using an MS Excel spreadsheet.
Cost Type Contract (applicable to procurement contracts): All proposals may be subject to the requirements of the Truth in Negotiations Act (TINA). Prior to closing negotiations, a Certificate of Current Cost/Price data will be required if proposed costs are over the TINA threshold and the Contracting Officer deems it necessary in accordance with FAR 15.403-4. 
Sub-contractor Cost Proposals:
Proposers shall include cost information for subcontracted work. Subcontractor cost proposals shall contain the same type of information and level of detail as the proposer’s cost proposal. All subcontracted work shall be properly identified as such. If a subcontractor elects to submit an abbreviated cost proposal to a proposer, it is the proposer’s responsibility to ensure the submitted subcontractor information is simultaneously submitted to the Government Contracting Officer as part of their proposal. Proposers shall carry out responsibilities in accordance with FAR 15.404-3, DFARS 215.404-3 and PGI 215.404-3.  

[bookmark: _Hlk139853040][bookmark: _Hlk115684556]Volume 3 – Administrative and National Policy Requirements
[bookmark: _Hlk115684566]Solicitation Provisions and Award Clauses, Terms and Conditions
Solicitation provisions relevant to procurement contracts are listed within the file 'BIG-ST BAA Provisions and Clauses' (separate File posted with this BAA General Solicitation). 
‘BIG-ST BAA Provisions and Clauses’ and ‘NGA Addendum to DoD Research General Terms and Conditions’ also list award clauses that, depending on their applicability, may be included in the terms and conditions of awards resultant from NGA solicitations. This list is not exhaustive and the clauses, terms and conditions included in a resultant award will depend on the nature of the research effort, the specific award instrument, the type of awardee, and any applicable security or publication restrictions.
The above information serves to inform potential proposers and awardees of proposal requirements and award terms and conditions to which they may have to adhere to.
0. [bookmark: _Hlk139853147]Representations and Certifications
[bookmark: _Hlk115684606]Representations and certifications shall be completed by successful applicants prior to award. FAR Online Representations and Certifications are to be completed through SAM at https://www.SAM.gov. 
As appropriate, DFARS and contract-specific certification packages as listed in BIG-ST BAA Provisions and Clauses (separate File posted with this BAA General Solicitation) shall be filled out and submitted with the proposal.
Other Transaction Proposals
Terms and Conditions will be negotiated at the time of award. 
[bookmark: _Hlk115684816]Subcontracting Plan (Applicable to Procurement Contracts)
Pursuant to Section 8(d) of the Small Business Act [15 U.S.C. § 637(d)], it is the policy of the Government to enable small business and small disadvantaged business (SDB) concerns to be considered fairly as subcontractors. 
All other than U.S. small businesses proposing contracts expected to exceed $750,000.00 (total contract value including option periods) are required to submit a subcontracting plan IAW FAR 19.702(a), and shall do so with their proposal. A subcontracting plan is required regardless of whether the prime contractor is proposing a subcontractor or not.
Per FAR 19.702, large businesses are required to provide small businesses ‘the maximum practicable opportunity to participate in contract performance consistent with its efficient performance.’ Large business proposals that exceed the above stated threshold are required to include the required subcontracting plan, explaining and justifying the proposed level of small business participation. 
The submission of a Master Subcontracting Plan (with individual subcontracting goals if applicable), Commercial Plan or Comprehensive Subcontracting Test Program (CSP) Plan is acceptable; a copy of the applicable plan shall be included with the proposal as Attachment 3.
Proposals failing to include a subcontracting plan (when required) will be deemed non-conforming and will be removed from consideration for award. For further information on this requirement, see FAR 19, specifically 19.702 and 19.704, and NARI 5X52.219-9002 –Small Business Goal.
Subcontracting plans are determined to be acceptable or unacceptable based on the criteria established at FAR 19.705-4 and DFARS 219.705-4. Subcontracting goals are established by the Government on an individual contract basis; see NGA clause 5X52.219-9002, Small Business Goal under BIG-ST BAA Provisions and Clauses (separate File posted with this BAA General solicitation). The proposed subcontracting goals should be realistic, challenging and attainable which, to the greatest extent possible, maximize small business participation in subcontracting for Small Business, Small Disadvantaged Business (SDB), Woman-Owned Small Business (WOSB), Economically-Disadvantaged Women-Owned Small Business (EDWOSB), Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business (SDVOSB), Veteran-Owned Small Business (VOSB), and Historically Underutilized Business Zone (HUBZone) Small Business, consistent with applicants’ make-or-buy policy, the pool of and availability of qualified and capable small business subcontractors, their performance on subcontracts, and existing relationships with suppliers.
The proposed subcontracting goals should result in efficient contract performance in terms of cost, schedule, and performance and should not result in increased costs to the Government or undue administrative burden to the prime contractor.  
For additional reference, DoD Small Business Subcontracting Goals may be found at: https://business.defense.gov/About/Goals-and-Performance/
[bookmark: _Hlk139853514]Intellectual Property
Intellectual property and data rights for concepts, research findings and developed products under this BAA will vary due to topic, security protection requirements, and final negotiated contract vehicle type.  Proposers should note that the Government will not own the intellectual property, including technical data/computer software, developed under this BAA. Instead, NGA, as a DoD Component, does reserve a royalty-free, nonexclusive and irrevocable right to reproduce, publish, or otherwise use the work for Federal purposes, and to authorize others to do so as well. In addition, as allowed by 35 U.S. Code 202, NGA may determine it is best to restrict or eliminate the right to retain title on any subject invention funded under this BAA to protect the security of such activities due to U.S. export control laws, Government furnished information, or security classification.
[bookmark: _Hlk137719049]For Procurement Contracts, proposers are required to assert any data right restrictions that are directly applicable to the deliverables of the proposed effort, using the template provided in Attachment 4 to Appendix 2 - Data Rights Assertion Table Template of this solicitation; proposers shall submit this Table as Attachment 4 of Volume 3 - Administrative & National Policy Requirements.  
For OTs, proposers shall specifically identify any asserted data right restrictions that are directly related to the deliverables of the proposed effort. Proposers shall propose specific Intellectual Property terms and conditions and a data deliverable list. Proposers shall fill out the template provided in Attachment 4 to Appendix 2, - Data Rights Assertion Table Template of this solicitation; proposers shall submit this Table as Attachment 4 of Volume 3 - Administrative & National Policy Requirements.  
The table under Attachment 4 shall be dated and signed by the official authorized to commit the organization to the terms of any resulting award. If the Proposer will deliver all technical data and computer software to the Government without restrictions, enter “NONE” in this table under the heading “Technical Data or Computer Software to be Furnished with Restrictions.”
(1)  Patents: 
The Proposer shall list any known patents, patent applications, or inventions which the Proposer may be required to license in order to perform the work described in the proposal, or which the Government may be required to license to make or use the deliverables of the contract, should the proposal be selected for award. For any patent or patent application listed above, the Proposer shall provide the patent number or patent application publication number, a summary of the patent or invention title, and indicate whether the Proposer is the patent or invention owner. If a patent or invention is in-licensed by the Proposer, identify the licensor. 
If any listed patent, patent application or invention is owned or licensed by the Proposer, the Proposer shall provide a statement, in writing, if it either owns or possesses the appropriate licensing rights to patent, patent application or invention to perform the work described in the proposal and/or if the Proposer will grant the Government a license to make or use the deliverables for the proposed program. If any listed patent, patent application or invention is not owned or licensed by the Proposer, then the Proposer shall explain how it will obtain a license, how the Government may obtain a license and/or whether the Proposer plans to obtain these rights on behalf of the Government.
Be advised that no patent, patent application or invention disclosure will be accepted if not pre-identified in Attachment 4, Data Rights Assertion Table (Volume 3) and included in your proposal. Existing inventions, patents and patent applications shall be discussed in the above list. Government rights in any technology that might be invented or reduced to practice under this BAA are addressed in the patent rights clause to be included in the contract.
(2)  Data Rights
[bookmark: _Hlk137719144][bookmark: _Hlk135884679]Proposals submitted in response to this BAA shall identify, to the extent known at the time an offer is submitted to the Government, the technical data or computer software that the Proposer, its subcontractors or suppliers, or potential subcontractors or suppliers, assert should be furnished to the Government with restrictions on use, release, or disclosure, in accordance with DFARS 252.227-7017, Identification and Assertion of Use, Release or Disclosure Restrictions, and DFARS 252.227-7028, Technical Data or Computer Software Previously Delivered to the Government. The restrictions, if any, shall be directly applicable to the deliverables of the proposed effort and shall, therefore, reference the respective deliverables listed within the SOW. The Proposer's assertions, including the assertions of its subcontractors or suppliers or potential subcontractors or suppliers, shall be submitted as Attachment 4, Data Rights Assertion Table, under Volume 3, Administrative and National Policy Requirements (Template is at Attachment 4 to Appendix 2). 
Organizational Conflicts of Interest (OCI) Disclosure and Analysis Form(s)
Proposers and their subcontractors shall each submit an OCI Disclosure Form as Attachment 5 of Volume 3; template is at Appendix 2, Attachment 5 - OCI Disclosure and Analysis Form. This form shall also be submitted if no actual or potential OCI is identified. 
If the Government determines that a proposer failed to fully disclose an OCI; failed to provide the disclosure of NGA support; or failed to reasonably provide additional information requested by the Government to assist in evaluating the proposer’s OCI mitigation plan, the Government may reject the proposal and withdraw it from consideration for award.
Volume 4 - SECURITY 
Research and Technology Protection
[bookmark: _Hlk184216232]Program Protection Implementation Plan (PPIP)
[bookmark: _Hlk184216159][bookmark: _Hlk184216119][bookmark: _Hlk184216102]The PIPP shall only be submitted upon NGA’s request after proposal selection.
[bookmark: _Hlk184216176]Proposers will not submit a PPIP with their initial proposal package. Instead, NGA will first complete the scientific review process and select the proposals that will be funded. 
[bookmark: _Hlk184216189]NGA will request a PPIP from proposers whose proposals were selected for funding.
[bookmark: _Hlk184216209][bookmark: _Hlk184203373]Topic Calls that will require a PPIP (again, provided only after NGA selects proposals that will be funded) will state so in the Topic Call. PPIP submission information can be found in the ‘Research and Technology Protection’ attachment. (Separate File posted with this BAA General solicitation on SAM.gov and Grants.gov) 
[bookmark: _Hlk184216251]Common Disclosure Forms (applicable to Fundamental Research)
[bookmark: _Hlk184216270]Awards which cover fundamental research (see definition in Appendix 6) funded by the Department of Defense (DoD), regardless of award instrument or type of proposing entity, are required to submit certified Common Disclosure Forms for each covered individual (see Appendix 6 for definition). 
The Common Disclosure Forms shall only be submitted upon NGA’s request after proposal selection.
Proposers will not submit them with their initial proposal package. Instead, NGA will first complete the scientific review process and select the proposals that will be funded. 
NGA will request these forms from proposers whose proposals were selected for funding; the ‘Research and Technology Protection’ attachment provides the link to the two Common Disclosure Forms. (Separate File posted with this BAA General solicitation on SAM.gov and Grants.gov.)

Controlled Unclassified Information (CUI)
NGA will provide specific instructions at the Topic Call level for projects that require access to Controlled Unclassified Information (CUI).
For unclassified proposals containing CUI, applicants will ensure personnel and information systems processing CUI meet all security requirements provided in the Topic Call.  
Classified Submissions and Topics
For Topic Calls that will require classified work and/or access to classified information, NGA will provide specific instructions for submitting a Security Plan and all required attachments at the Topic Call level. Instructions will also provide information on how NGA will evaluate the Security Plan and attachments. If additional security requirements are released at the Topic level, proposers shall adhere to the security requirements to be eligible to participate in the applicable Topic Area.
Classified questions or comments regarding this BAA must be submitted via email to BIGSTBAA@coe.ic.gov. (An unclassified email shall be sent to the BIGSTBAA@nga.mil to notify the Contracting Officer of the intent to submit classified information.)
Topic Calls will identify the highest classification level for that topic; if the highest classification level is classified, the Topic Call will provide an email address where proposers can submit classified proposals.
If a Topic is posted on the classified ARC, NGA will provide a Sam.gov notice that a classified Topic has been posted on the classified ARC site. 
Classified ARC Sign Up Instructions: Proposers will first need to set up an account on the unclassified ARC at https://acq.westfields.net/ and provide a classified e-mail address.  Proposers will then get an e-mail at the classified address with login and password information to establish a Classified ARC account.  The high side ARC website is: https://acq.nro.ic.gov.  You shall validate/activate your high side account within 24 hours of trying to login to the classified ARC or it will be disabled.  If it is disabled, you shall contact the ACE Helpdesk at secure 855-4ACE or unclassified 703-230-6300.  It may take up to 48 hours for a classified account to be established.
For Classified Topics, once registered and logged in at the ARC, potential Proposer’s can click and select the BIG-ST BAA ARC page under NGA.  Proposers will need to use the Q&A link on that page to submit a question or comment, and to view the responses to all questions and comments, including those submitted by other interested parties. For assistance, please refer to ARC 20 Users Guide under the Help Resources button at the top of the ARC page. Please email the Contracting Officer whenever a question or information is submitted to the ARC site to ensure a timely response.


[bookmark: _Toc115759346][bookmark: _Toc115762488][bookmark: _Toc115763005][bookmark: _Toc115759347][bookmark: _Toc115762489][bookmark: _Toc115763006][bookmark: _Toc98309816][bookmark: _Toc99351929][bookmark: _Toc115759355][bookmark: _Toc115762497][bookmark: _Toc115763014][bookmark: _Toc115759357][bookmark: _Toc115762499][bookmark: _Toc115763016][bookmark: _Toc115759358][bookmark: _Toc115762500][bookmark: _Toc115763017][bookmark: _Toc115759359][bookmark: _Toc115762501][bookmark: _Toc115763018][bookmark: _Toc115759360][bookmark: _Toc115762502][bookmark: _Toc115763019][bookmark: _Toc115759361][bookmark: _Toc115762503][bookmark: _Toc115763020][bookmark: _Toc115759362][bookmark: _Toc115762504][bookmark: _Toc115763021][bookmark: _Toc115759364][bookmark: _Toc115762506][bookmark: _Toc115763023][bookmark: _Toc115759365][bookmark: _Toc115762507][bookmark: _Toc115763024][bookmark: _Toc115759366][bookmark: _Toc115762508][bookmark: _Toc115763025][bookmark: _Toc184909485]Abstract and Proposal Review Information
[bookmark: _Toc115759368][bookmark: _Toc115762510][bookmark: _Toc115763027][bookmark: _Toc184909486]Abstract Review Criteria & Process
During the review of the Abstracts the following will be considered in accordance with the BAA intent:
Proposed concept constitutes Basic Research, Applied Research, Advanced Technology Development and/or Advanced Component Development and Prototype efforts IAW DFARS 235.016.
Proposed concept is within the scope of the specific posted topic.
Overall scientific and technical merit of the proposed research; approach that enables novel/innovative advances over current state of practice.
Potential contribution to NGA’s Research mission. 
ROM Cost/Price presents an affordable path for the Government based on the Topic Area Budget.

Abstract Feedback: After abstract review, feedback will be provided to the proposer as to whether they are or are not recommended to submit a full proposal. Regardless of NGA’s response to an abstract, proposers may submit a full proposal. (Reminder: Proposers who did not submit an abstract are ineligible to submit a proposal.)

[bookmark: _Toc98309821][bookmark: _Toc99351934][bookmark: _Toc98309823][bookmark: _Toc99351936][bookmark: _Toc184909487]Proposal Review Process
Proposals received in response to the BIG-ST BAA solicitation will be evaluated in accordance with the 8-step procedures set forth below: 
	1
	Conformance Review

	2
	Scientific/Technical Review  

	3
	Analysis of Proposed Resources

	4
	Funding Decision

	5
	Security Evaluation (If Applicable)

	6
	Cost/Price Evaluation

	7
	Administrative and National Policy Requirements

	8
	Final Award(s) Decision.


Step 1: Conformance Review
An administrative conformance review will be performed to verify that the proposal includes all required documentation and information as set forth within this BAA and the applicable Topic Call; proposals that fail to do so will be deemed non-conforming and may be removed from consideration. The Government may provide proposers with the opportunity to fix administrative errors or supply missing attachments if it is in the best interest of the Government and does not create an unfair advantage for a proposer. 
Step 2: Scientific/Technical Review  
NGA will conduct a scientific/technical review of each conforming proposal. Proposals will not be evaluated against each other because they are not submitted in accordance with a common work statement. NGA’s intent is to review proposals as soon as possible after they arrive; however, proposals may be reviewed periodically for administrative reasons. 
CONFIDENCE RATING

[bookmark: _Hlk144444973]NGA will conduct the scientific/technical review of each proposal using two (2) Technical Evaluation Factors; section 5.2.2.1 discusses each one. The Government will assess its level of confidence that the Proposer understands the goals and objectives of the research topic, proposes a sound approach, and will be successful in performing the proposed work. As warranted, the confidence assessment will consider the extent to which successful performance will require Government intervention, or Government participation beyond what is stated in the proposal. After evaluation of the technical proposal, NGA will assign each technical factor a Confidence Rating of High, Some, or Low; the definitions are shown below.

	Confidence Rating
	Definition

	High Confidence
	The Government has high confidence that the Proposer understands the goals and objectives of the research topic, proposes a sound approach, and will be successful in performing the proposed work.

	Some Confidence
	The Government has some confidence that the Proposer understands the goals and objectives of the research topic, proposes a sound approach, and will be successful in performing the proposed work.

	Low Confidence
	The Government has low confidence that the Proposer understands the goals and objectives of the research topic, proposes a sound approach, or will be successful in performing the proposed work.



The NGA scientific/technical review team will also make a funding recommendation to the NGA final funding decision authority. The funding recommendations include:
· Recommended for full funding;
· Recommended for partial funding;
· Recommended for funding if funds become available within three months of final funding decision;
· Not recommended for funding. 


Proposal Technical Evaluation Criteria
The following are the Technical Evaluation Factors, in descending order of importance: 
	Factor 1
	Scientific and Technical Merit

	Factor 2
	Mission Alignment



Factor 1: Scientific and Technical Merit 
The Government will evaluate this factor based on the extent to which
· [bookmark: _Hlk135893484]Proposed effort investigates an innovative approach that enables revolutionary advances or substantial improvements to the existing state of practice.
· Technical approach (e.g., Schedule, Risk, Team Experience) is realistic, meaning that it can be implemented with proposed resources and within the given constraints. 
· Technical approach is feasible, meaning that it can achieve the desired outcome and solve the problem.
Factor 2: Mission Alignment
The Government will evaluate this factor based on the extent to which
· Proposed effort is within the scope of the BAA and Topic Call and relevant to the NGA Research Mission.
· Proposed Data Rights/Intellectual Property promote technology integration or adoption.
· Proposal has potential to transition deliverables to future Government needs or use proposed research results for other programs.
 
Step 3: Analysis of Proposed Resources
For proposals that the scientific/technical review team recommended for full or partial funding, or fund if funds become available, the Government will review whether the labor hours and mix are consistent with the technical proposal and are realistic for the work proposed. The Government will also assess if proposed material, equipment, software, other direct cost, and travel, are well justified, reasonable, and required for successful execution of the proposed work. In addition, the Government will review if contractor assumptions / requests for GFI/GFE are realistic and can be satisfied by the Government.

 Step 4: Funding Decision
Based on the recommendations of the Scientific/Technical Review team, the Scientific Review Official (SRO) will make a final funding decision of proposals. Possible funding decisions include:  
· Fully fund proposal
· Partially fund proposal
· Fund if funds become available within three months of final funding decision
· Not fund proposal
The Government will select the proposal(s) for negotiation and potential award(s) which is most advantageous to the government, subject to availability of funding.
Following the review and selection process described above, but prior to negotiations and possible award, the Government will review Volume 2 (Cost/Price), Volume 3 (Administrative and National Policy Requirements), and Volume 4 (Security) for all proposals selected for funding or partial funding.
 
Step 5: Security Evaluation 
Proposals selected for funding or partial funding will undergo a Security evaluation IAW the Security Instructions provided in each Topic Call.
Proposals selected for funding if funds become available will undergo the Security evaluation once funds become available.
Classified Projects
For Topics that will require classified work, or access to classified information, NGA will provide specific instructions for submitting a Security Plan and all required attachments in the Topic Call.
In general, the Government will evaluate security information provided in the proposal on a Pass/Fail basis to determine security eligibility, and the ability to satisfy the requirements set forth in the DD Form 254. The Government will conduct an assessment of the Proposer’s security plan, explaining how Proposer will comply with security policies and regulations. The Proposer shall provide information that can be verified via NGA, DoD, and/or IC databases and/or through coordination with other DoD and IC agencies, as applicable. Proposal shall follow the security instructions provided in the Topic Call solicitation.
Proposals that fail the Security component of this volume may be eliminated from further consideration, or the Government may conduct clarifications or discussions to provide an opportunity for proposers to correct failed items. 
Depending on the project, there could be up to five (5) Security Factors which could be used to evaluate Security:
· Security Factor 1: Facility Clearance (FCL) and Foreign Ownership, Control, or Influence (FOCI)
· Security Factor 2: Personnel Security Clearance Level (PCL)/ Sensitive Compartmented Information (SCI) access
· Security Factor 3: Sensitive Compartmented Information Facility (SCIF)
· Security Factor 4: Security Plan
· Security Factor 5: Supply Chain Risk
Program Protection Implementation Plan (PPIP) Review
For proposals selected for funding that require a PPIP, the Government will review information provided in the PPIP to determine the proposer’s ability to identify and protect technology elements essential to meet topic-specific requirements, in accordance with DoDI 5000.83 and the DoD Technology and Program Protection (TPP) Guidebook. 
NGA will work with the potential awardee to submit a PPIP that meets protection of information requirements within five (5) sections.
The following table describes the requirements that each section must meet:

	SUBFACTOR
	Requirement

	1. Introduction, Updates, and Responsible Points of Contact (POCs)
	The PPIP (1) describes the purpose of the program that will be addressed by the PPIP; and (2) identifies the lead prime and subcontractor personnel responsible for implementing countermeasures described in the PPIP.

	2. Technology Element Identification and Impact Assessment
	The PPIP sufficiently demonstrates (1) how the proposer will conduct, validate, and maintain Critical Technology Element (CTE) assessments for all development activities throughout the program lifecycle; including (2) how technologies are selected as critical; and (3) reasons why other technologies are not selected as critical.

	3. Identified Threats and Vulnerabilities
	The PPIP sufficiently describes the process for identifying and assessing (1) threats and (2) vulnerabilities specific to CTE or assessed as more likely given the program’s content or intent, including (3) what sources will inform identification and assessment and (4) how the proposer will maintain awareness of emerging threats and vulnerabilities throughout the program lifecycle. 

	4. Countermeasures and Risk Mitigation Plan

	The PPIP sufficiently describes (1) how the proposer plans to address Section 4, “Countermeasures and Risk Mitigation Plan,” of Attachment 9 of Appendix 2; or (2) why a given subsection is not applicable given the program’s content or intent.

	5. Response, Recovery, and Support

	The PPIP sufficiently (1) identifies the lead prime and subcontractor personnel responsible for response coordination; and sufficiently describes (2) reporting and (3) remediation policies necessary to address Section 5, “Response, Recovery, and Support,” of Attachment 9 of Appendix 2.


 
Common Disclosure Forms Review
For proposals selected for funding that require certified Common Disclosure Forms, IAW sections 4.5.8.1 of this General Solicitation, NGA will conduct risk-based security reviews of the required disclosures in accordance with “Countering Unwanted Foreign Influence in Department-Funded Research at Institutions of Higher Education”, dated 29 June 2023, and section 10632(a)(1) of the CHIPS and Science Act of 2022 (Public Law 117-167), to identify practices or behaviors identified in Table 1 of the “DoD Component Decision Matrix to Inform Fundamental Research Proposal Mitigation Decisions.”
Congruent with executive, congressional, and departmental direction, NGA may decline award to a proposer when:
1. The proposer 
(a) receives federal funds in excess of $50 million per year and has not established a research security program in accordance with National Security Presidential Memorandum 33 (NSPM-33); or
(b) hosts a Confucius Institute (as defined in the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year (FY) 2024), unless the proposer has been issued a waiver by the Secretary of Defense; or
(c) is an entity identified as a Chinese military company operating in the United States in accordance with section 1260h of the William M. ("Mac") Thornberry NDAA for FY 2021 (10 U.S.C. 113; Public Law 116-283); or
(d) has a covered individual who is published on the list under section 1237(b) of the Strom Thurmond NDAA for FY 1999 (Public Law 105-261; 50 U.S.C. 1701 note.); or
(e) has a covered individual that is party to a MFTRP; or 
(f) does not have a policy or procedure addressing MFTRPs; or
2. The proposer, its parent company or its subsidiary is:
(a) located in a foreign country of concern (FCOC); or 
(b) has an owner or covered individual that has a foreign affiliation with a research institution located in a FCOC; or
(c) has an owner or covered individual that is party to a MFTRP; and 
3. The relationships and commitments described in clauses 2(a) through 2(c):
(a) interfere with NGA’s capacity to carry out activities it supports;
(b) create duplication with DoD-supported activities;
(c) present concerns about conflicts of interest (CoI) or commitment (CoC);
(d) were not appropriately disclosed to NGA;
(e) violate Federal law or NGA terms and conditions; or
(f) pose a risk to national security. 


Step 6: Cost/Price Evaluation
[bookmark: _Hlk134169330]Proposals selected for funding or partial funding will undergo a Cost/Price evaluation, inclusive of all optional periods/tasks, to determine that the final agreed-to price is fair and reasonable. (Proposals selected for funding if funds become available will undergo the evaluation once funds become available.)
Applicable to Fixed Price (FP), Time and Materials (T&M), and Labor Hours (LH) Contract Type Proposals:
The Government will evaluate whether the proposed price to perform proposed work is reasonable and whether the unit prices are balanced.  The Government reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to conduct a realism analysis of any of the proposals, as described at FAR 15.404-1(d)(3).  
Applicable to Cost Contract Type Proposals:
The proposed costs will be evaluated in accordance with FAR 15.4 for reasonableness and realism. The Government will perform a Cost Realism analysis pursuant to FAR 15.404-1(d).
Applicable to Grants and Cooperative Agreements:
With respect to Grants and Cooperative Agreements, awards will be made as Cost Reimbursement (no fee) only. A price reasonableness and completeness evaluation will be completed.
[bookmark: _Hlk134170153]Step 7: Administrative and National Policy Requirements
[bookmark: _Hlk134170099]This step is only conducted for proposals selected for funding or partial funding. (Proposals selected for funding if funds become available will undergo the evaluation once funds become available.) Proposal will be evaluated on a Pass/Fail basis, as applicable, and as outlined below.  Proposals that fail an element of this volume may be eliminated from further consideration, or the Government may conduct clarifications or discussions to provide an opportunity for proposers to correct failed items.  
[bookmark: _Hlk134170235]Representation and Certifications 
SAM.gov will be checked to ensure all Representations and Certifications are completed. The CO will also check the required DFARS and contract-specific certification packages submitted with the proposal as listed in the BIG-ST BAA Provisions and Clauses (separate File posted with this BAA General Solicitation).
For grants and cooperative agreements, the Contracting Officer will ensure that the SF 424 is filled out properly to address the certification of compliance with the national policy mandate concerning lobbying for Grants greater than $100,000 (see section 4.5.1). If the SF 424 is not filled out, the certification in Volume 4 shall be signed by an Authority of Record for the Company. The SF 424 shall also have Block 17 checked “I agree” in order to satisfy the Prohibition on Contract with Entities that Required Certain Internal Confidentiality Agreements Representation.
[bookmark: _Hlk134170251]Subcontracting Plan (see section 4.5.7.2)
For proposals from other than small businesses requesting procurement contracts expected to exceed $750,000.00 (total contract value including option periods), the Contracting Officer will complete a review of the proposer’s Small Business Sub-Contracting Plan IAW FAR 19.705-4 and DFARS 219.705-4, and coordinate approval of the Plan with the NGA Small Business Office. Master, Comprehensive, and Commercial plans are acceptable and encouraged. 
[bookmark: _Hlk134170261]Intellectual Property (see section 4.5.7.3)
Information provided related to intellectual property will be considered as part of the evaluation and confidence ratings of the Scientific/Technical review.
[bookmark: _Hlk134170278]OCI Disclosure and Analysis Form(s) (see section 4.5.7.4)
The Disclosure and Analysis form(s) will be reviewed to determine if any actual or perceived OCI exist. If actual or perceived OCI exist, the Government will require the proposer to submit an OCI plan. The proposer’s OCI plan will be reviewed to determine if the plan is acceptable to the Government.  Unacceptable OCI plans will be rated as FAIL and will preclude award.  
Step 8: Final Award(s) Decision.
Award(s) will be made to the proposer(s) whose proposal(s) are determined to be most advantageous to the Government, all criteria considered, and cost/price determined to be fair/reasonable.  
Additional information regarding the planned number of awards will be released with each Topic Call. 
[bookmark: _Toc184909488]Selection Notices
At the earliest practicable opportunity, the Government will provide a notice to each proposer advising the proposer of the disposition of their proposal. A proposer whose proposal is selected for negotiations and possible award will be contacted by a Government Contracting Officer to discuss any additional information required for award. The anticipated project start date will be determined at this time. The appropriate award document, when signed by the Government Contracting Officer, is the authorizing award document.
[bookmark: _Toc98309825][bookmark: _Toc99351938][bookmark: _Toc184909489]Handling of Source Selection Information
NGA policy is to treat all submissions as source selection sensitive information (FAR 2.101 and 3.104), and to only disclose their contents to authorized personnel. Restrictive notices notwithstanding, submissions may be handled by support contractors for administrative purposes and/or to assist with technical evaluation. All NGA support contractors performing this role are expressly prohibited from performing NGA-sponsored technical research, and are bound by appropriate nondisclosure agreements. Subject to the restrictions set forth in FAR 37.203(d), NGA may also request input on technical aspects of the proposals from other non-Government consultants/experts who are strictly bound by the appropriate nondisclosure requirements. Refer to BIG-ST BAA Provisions and Clauses (Separate File posted with this BAA General solicitation), 5X52.209-9004, Use of Contractor Support, for specific information concerning NGA use of contractor support.  By submitting an abstract or a proposal to this solicitation, a contractor is granting permission to the Government to share that abstract/proposal with non-Government advisors.
[bookmark: _Toc115759373][bookmark: _Toc115762515][bookmark: _Toc115763032][bookmark: _Toc115759374][bookmark: _Toc115762516][bookmark: _Toc115763033][bookmark: _Toc115759375][bookmark: _Toc115762517][bookmark: _Toc115763034][bookmark: _Toc184909490]Award Administration Information
[bookmark: _Toc184909491]Invoicing and Payments
Procurement Contracts and OTs:
See 5X52.232-9000:  Submission of Invoice-Federal Payment Center (FPC) in the BIG-ST BAA Provisions and Clauses (separate File posted with this BAA General Solicitation). 
0. Grants and Cooperative Agreements 
Invoice and Payment Procedures
You shall request payment on a monthly basis using Standard Form 270, Request for Advance or Reimbursement. Requests for payment shall be submitted by email to the Award Administration Office (ONR_San_Diego@navy.mil), Grants Office (OCSGrants@nga.mil), and the Program (BIGSTBAAPMO@nga.mil). The subject line of the email shall contain the Grant Agreement number followed by “SF270”. For example: HM04762410001_SF270.
Electronic Funds Transfer Information
All payments will be made by electronic funds transfer (EFT) to the bank account registered within https://www.sam.gov. You shall maintain the currency of information about yourself in SAM, including information necessary to facilitate payment via EFT. NGA cannot be held responsible for any misdirection or loss of payment which occurs as the result of failure to maintain correct/current EFT information within the SAM registration.
Questions for the Payment Office
Questions concerning specific payments should be directed to the Award Administration Office and Grants Office. The award number and voucher number will be required to inquire about the status of the payment.
[bookmark: _Toc184909492]Information Technology
All systems, hardware, software, software engineering, and information technology associated with this effort will be made in a manner that is accessible for people with disabilities, as directed in the NGA Instruction 8400.4 and Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended in 1998 (Section 508). Specifically, all Information and Communications Technology (ICT) associated with this contract may use the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.1 to comply with the Section 508, or use alternative designs or technologies which result in substantially equivalent or greater access to and use of the product for people with disabilities. Furthermore, contractors will pursue human centered design and usability guidelines in order to ensure that all services associated with this solicitation are accessible by as many users as possible, and as a means to drive modernization, innovation, and enhance mission support.
Additional information, including definitions and requirements are available at: https://www.section508.gov
Requests for exceptions to these requirements shall be submitted to the Contracting Officer with an appropriate justification as soon as possible and at least 60 days prior to submission of any affected deliverable.


[bookmark: _Toc184909493]Appendix 1 – Abstract Template
Use the following embedded Abstract Template to develop/complete an Abstract:




[bookmark: _Toc184909494]Appendix 2 – Proposal Template
Use the following embedded Proposal Template to develop/complete a Proposal with all volumes and attachments:




[bookmark: _Toc143068119][bookmark: _Toc143235604]


[bookmark: _Toc184909495]Appendix 3 – Award Types & Instruments
1. Award Types
a. Cost / Cost Plus Fixed Fee (CPFF)
Cost awards allow the contractor to invoice for the allowable incurred costs up to the funding ceiling in accordance with the final estimate of costs awarded. Cost and CPFF awards are common in Research and Development (R&D) and provide flexibility with cost variances within the ceiling, i.e. changes in level of effort per month or material changes.  
Contractors who propose Cost or CPFF contracts typically have had previous contracts with the Department of Defense (DoD), and shall have a Defense Contract Audit Agency (DCAA) compliant accounting system that is adequate for determining costs applicable to the contract (this is not applicable to Grants or Cooperative Agreements).  
b. Fixed Price (FFP)	
FFP awards are best used if costs are well defined for the deliverables, because the allowed price is not adjustable with variance in contractor’s cost. This contract type places more risk on the contractor but may be suitable for efforts that are shorter in duration or more limited in scope such as small studies.  FFP contracts require well defined milestones with associated payments. 
c. Fixed Price Level-of-Effort (FFP LOE)
FFP LOE awards are best used if the contractor intends to provide a specified level of effort, over a stated period of time, on work that can only be stated in general terms. This contract type is suitable for investigation or study in a specific research and development area, and produces a product that is normally a report, showing the results achieved through application of the required level of effort. 
d. Time and Materials (T&M) / Labor Hour (LH)
T&M and LH awards are commonly used for construction, product development or any other piece of work, in which the Government agrees to pay the contractor based upon the time spent by the contractor’s and subcontractor’s employees to perform the work. T&M and LH contracts are common in R&D and provide flexibility with cost variances within the ceiling, i.e. changes in level of effort per month or material changes. T&M and LH contracts are generally used for projects in which it is not possible to accurately estimate the size of the project, or when it is expected that the project requirements would most likely change.  The Government will only consider T&M and LH contract if a Fixed-Price or Cost-Reimbursement Type Contract is not appropriate as determined by the Contracting Officer.
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2. Award Instruments

a. Procurement Contract
A legal instrument, authorized under 31 U.S.C. 6303, which reflects a relationship between the Federal Government and a State, a local government, or other recipient when the principal purpose of the instrument is to acquire property or services for the direct benefit or use of the Federal Government. 
Fee and profit are not allowed on travel and materials under Procurement Contracts.
This instrument is appropriate for awards of the acquisition of basic, applied, or advanced research and that part of development not related to the development of a specific system or hardware procurement, when the principal purpose is to acquire property or services for the direct benefit or use of the Federal Government. It is an appropriate instrument for Contractors who have experience working with the DoD and have approved purchasing and accounting systems. 
b. Research OT
Under 10 U.S.C. § 4021, and Director of National Intelligence Memo ES-2023-01837, Subject: Class Delegation for Intelligence Community Elements to Exercise Director of National Intelligence Other Transaction Authority, 28 Feb 2024, NGA has authority to award Research OTs for Basic, Applied, or Advanced research and development (R&D). 
Research OTs are used for basic, applied, and advanced research projects that are focused on validating research results and advancements, rather than for the delivery or acquisition of the resultant technologies. The goal of these awards is to foster the best technologies for future defense needs with the most capable performers.
c. OT for Prototype and Follow-on Production 
A legal instrument, authorized under 10 U.S.C. 4022, which may be used when a procurement contract, grant, or cooperative agreement is not feasible or appropriate. The effort covered under an OT shall not be duplicative of effort being conducted under an existing DoD program. Please refer to the DoD Other Transaction (OT) Guide, OUSD(A&S), July 2023, Version 2.0. This document, along with other OT resources, may be accessed at the following link: https://www.acq.osd.mil/asda/dpc/cp/policy/other-policy-areas.html.
Contractors who do not have experience working with the DoD, or who do not have approved accounting systems, may be interested in proposing an OT. NGA has authority to use OTs for prototype projects directly relevant to enhancing the mission effectiveness of military personnel and the supporting platforms, systems, components, or materials proposed to be acquired or developed by the Department of Defense, or for improvement of platforms, systems, components, or materials in use by the Armed Forces.
OTs for Prototypes offer flexibility that allows for open negotiation of many agreement terms and conditions instead of traditional FAR and DFARS clauses.
In accordance with 10 U.S.C. § 4022, NGA may award a follow-on production contract or Other Transaction (OT) for any OT awarded under this BAA if: 
The OT participant, or a recognized successor in interest to the OT, successfully completed the entire prototype project provided for in the OT, as modified; and
The OT provides for the award of a follow-on production contract or OT to the participant, or a recognized successor in interest to the OT.
d. Grants 
A legal instrument, authorized under 31 U.S.C. 6304, used to transfer a thing of value to the recipient to carry out a public purpose of support or stimulation authorized by a law or the United States, rather than to acquire property or services for the Department of Defense’s direct benefit or use. Substantial involvement is not expected between the Department of Defense and the recipient when carrying out the activity contemplated by the grant. 
Grants are commonly used by academic and research institutions and other non-profit entities. They are most appropriate for fundamental research that will provide the most value to society by being shared widely to encourage further research and development work.
Grants may be requested through this BAA in response to the specific Topic calls.
Grants are governed by Subtitle A and Chapter XI of Title 2 of the Code of Federal Regulations.
Fee and Profit are not allowed under Grants.
e. Cooperative Agreement
A legal instrument, authorized under 31 U.S.C. 6305, that is similar to a grant, except allowing for substantial involvement between the DoD and the recipient when carrying out the research activity. As with a Grant, a cooperative agreement provides assistance to carry out a public purpose of support or stimulation. A cooperative agreement is different from cooperative research and development agreement (CRADA) as defined in 15 U.S.C. 3710a. 
Cooperative agreements are most appropriate for entities that want a higher level of involvement from the Government than is typically provided under other instruments.
Cooperative agreements are governed by Subtitle A and Chapter XI of Title 2 of the Code of Federal Regulations
Fee and profit are not allowed under Cooperative Agreements.
This instrument is appropriate for basic, applied, or advanced research awards when the principal purpose is to transfer a thing of value to the recipient to carry out a public purpose of support or stimulation authorized by a law or the United States, rather than to acquire property or services for the Department of Defense’s direct benefit or use.  Substantial involvement is expected between the Department of Defense and the award recipient when carrying out the cooperative agreement activity.


[bookmark: _Toc184909496]Appendix 4 – Governance Information
1. Grants and cooperative agreements for institutions of higher education, nonprofit organizations, foreign organizations, and foreign public entities:
a. Subtitle A and Chapter XI of Title 2 of the Code of Federal Regulations 
b. 32 CFR Parts 21, 22, 26, and 28
c. DoD Research and Development General Terms and Conditions; 
Check the following website for the most recent version: https://www.onr.navy.mil/work-with-us/manage-your-award/manage-grant-award/grants-terms-conditions
d. Award-specific terms and conditions
2. Grants and cooperative agreements for for-profit and nonprofit organizations exempted from Subpart E - Cost Principles of 2 CFR Part 200:
a. 32 CFR Part 34 – Administrative Requirements for Grants and Agreements with For-Profit Organizations
b. 32 CFR Parts 21, 22, 26, and 28
c. DoD Research and Development General Terms and Conditions 
d. Agency-specific Research Terms and Conditions
e. Award-specific terms and conditions
3. OTs are primarily governed by the following:
a. 10 U.S.C 4021 and 4022
b. Guide to Research Other Transactions, OUSD(R&E), June 2023
c. DoD Other Transaction (OT) Guide, OUSD(A&S), July 2023, Version 2.0
OT resources may be accessed at the following link: https://www.acq.osd.mil/asda/dpc/cp/policy/other-policy-areas.html. 
4. The following websites may be accessed to obtain an electronic copy of the governing regulations and terms and conditions for procurement contracts:
a. FAR, DFARS: <FAR | Acquisition.GOV> 
b. Code of Federal Regulations: https://www.govinfo.gov/
c. NARI clauses/instructions (BIG-ST BAA Provisions and Clauses (Separate File posted with this BAA General solicitation))
Contracts awarded by the NGA OCS-R Division will contain, where appropriate, detailed special provisions concerning patent, rights in technical data and computer software, reporting requirements, equal employment opportunity, etc. Contracts are primarily governed by the following regulations:
i. Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR)
ii. Defense Federal Acquisition Regulations (DFAR)
iii. NGA Acquisition Regulation Implementation (NARI)
[bookmark: _Toc184909497]
Appendix 5 – Grants and Cooperative Agreements Proposal Preparation & Submission Instructions
[bookmark: _Toc140668871][bookmark: _Toc140670079][bookmark: _Toc140668711][bookmark: _Toc140668814][bookmark: _Toc140668872][bookmark: _Toc140670080][bookmark: _Toc140668712][bookmark: _Toc140668815][bookmark: _Toc140668873][bookmark: _Toc140670081][bookmark: _Toc140668713][bookmark: _Toc140668816][bookmark: _Toc140668874][bookmark: _Toc140670082][bookmark: _Toc140668714][bookmark: _Toc140668817][bookmark: _Toc140668875][bookmark: _Toc140670083][bookmark: _Toc140668715][bookmark: _Toc140668818][bookmark: _Toc140668876][bookmark: _Toc140670084][bookmark: _Toc140668716][bookmark: _Toc140668819][bookmark: _Toc140668877][bookmark: _Toc140670085][bookmark: _Toc140668717][bookmark: _Toc140668820][bookmark: _Toc140668878][bookmark: _Toc140670086][bookmark: _Toc140668718][bookmark: _Toc140668821][bookmark: _Toc140668879][bookmark: _Toc140670087]Open the following embedded Section 4.5.2 Grants and Cooperative Agreements Proposal Preparation & Submission Instructions:






[bookmark: _Toc184909498]Appendix 6 - Definitions
As used throughout this BAA, “proposer” refers to the lead organization on a submission to this BAA. The proposer is responsible for ensuring that all information required by a BAA--from all team members--is submitted in accordance with the BAA. “Awardee” refers to anyone who might receive a prime award from the Government, including recipients of procurement contracts, grants, cooperative agreements, or Other Transactions. “Sub-awardee” refers to anyone who might receive a sub-award from a prime awardee (e.g., sub-awardee, consultant, etc.).
“Conforming” is defined as having been submitted in accordance with the requirements outlined herein. If a proposal is not submitted in accordance with the requirements outlined herein, the proposal may be considered non-conforming and ineligible for award.
As used throughout this BAA, “contract” refers to the broad term of an agreement between the Government and a 3rd party. 
“Procurement Contract” is a legal instrument, authorized under 31 U.S.C. 6303, which reflects a relationship between the Federal Government and a State, a local government, or other recipient when the principal purpose of the instrument is to acquire property or services for the direct benefit or use of the Federal Government.
All references to "Unlimited Rights" or "Government Purpose Rights" are intended to refer to the definitions of those terms as set forth in the Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Supplement (DFARS) 227.
[bookmark: _Hlk134185718]Affiliation: Academic (not including undergraduate or graduate students), professional, or institutional appointments or positions with a foreign government or a foreign government-connected entity, whether full-time, part-time, or voluntary (including adjunct, visiting, post-doctoral appointment, or honorary), where monetary reward, non-monetary reward, or other quid-pro-quo obligation is involved. 
Association: Academic (not including undergraduate or graduate students), professional, or institutional appointments or positions (including adjunct, visiting, voluntary, post-doctoral appointment, or honorary) with a foreign government or a foreign government-connected entity where no monetary reward, non-monetary reward, or other quid-pro-quo is involved. 



Commercially Available Information (CAI): Any information [data] that is of a type customarily made available or obtainable and sold, leased, or licensed to the general public or to non-governmental entities for purposes other than governmental purposes. Commercially Available Information also includes information [data] for exclusive government use, knowingly and voluntarily provided by, procured from, or made accessible by corporate entities at the request of a government entity, or on their own initiative.
Conflict of Commitment (CoC):  A situation in which an individual accepts or incurs conflicting obligations between or among multiple employers or other entities.  These include conflicting commitments of time and effort (e.g., obligations to dedicate time in excess of institutional or funding agency policies or commitments).  Other types of conflicting obligations, including obligations to improperly share information with, or to withhold information from, an employer or funding agency, can also threaten security and integrity, and are an element of a broader concept of CoCs. 
Conflict of Interest (CoI): A situation in which an individual, or the individual’s spouse or dependent children, has a significant financial interest or financial relationship that could directly and significantly affect the design, conduct, reporting, funding, or distribution of research.  
Confucius Institute: As defined in the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year (FY) 2024. The term `Confucius Institute' means-- (A) any program that receives funding or support from (i) the Chinese International Education Foundation; or (ii) the Center for Language Exchange Cooperation of the Ministry of Education of the People's Republic of China; or (B) any cultural institute funded by the Government of the People's Republic of China.
Contract Deliverable Requirements List (CDRL) – The Contract Data Requirement List (CDRL) is a list that identifies the specific data requirements (products) that must be delivered by a contractor to the government for a contract. DFARS Subpart 215.470 requires the use of the CDRL in solicitations when the contract will require delivery of data. The purpose of the CDRL is to provide a standardized format for identifying potential data requirements in a solicitation and deliverable data requirements in a contract. It also functions as the Government’s vehicle to obtain data from contractors. DD Form 1423 is used to document the data requirements and delivery information. Once the Government and the contractor agree to the list of deliverable CDRL, the list becomes part of a binding contract. A CDRL both assists and protects the Government and contractors in the execution of a defense contract.
Controlling Equity: Ownership of more than 50 percent of the outstanding equity interest of a corporation, partnership, limited liability company, or trust. 
Covered Individual: An individual who contributes in a substantive, meaningful way to the effort to be performed under a federal award or agreement, and who is considered essential to the successful performance of the project.  Covered individuals include those listed as key personnel in proposals, such as the principal investigator or co-principal investigators. 
Due Diligence: An analysis utilizing publicly available information from commercial data sources and analytical tools to identify potential activity or behavior by a researcher, employee, or organization that may reveal or acknowledge research security risk, such as participation in a malign foreign talent recruitment program, and affiliations or associations with a foreign entity of concern. 
Entity: An organization, including government organizations, non-governmental organizations, and private corporations, whether foreign or domestic. 
Entity in a Non-Foreign Country of Concern: An organization, including government organizations, non-government organizations, and private corporations, incorporated in a non-foreign country of concern or physically located in a non-foreign country of concern. 
Foreign Country of Concern (FCOC): The People’s Republic of China, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the Russian Federation, and the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
Foreign Entity of Concern: As defined in section 10638(3) of the CHIPS and Science Act of 2022 (Public Law 117-167), a foreign entity that is:
· Designated as a foreign terrorist organization by the Secretary of State under section 219(a) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1189(a));
· Included on the list of specially designated nationals and blocked persons maintained by the Office of Foreign Assets Control of the Department of the Treasury (commonly known as the SDN list);
· Owned by, controlled by, or subject to the jurisdiction or direction of a government of a foreign country that is a covered nation (as such term is defined in 10 U.S.C. 4872);
· [bookmark: _Hlk129960173]Alleged by the Attorney General to have been involved in activities for which a conviction was obtained under:
· chapter 37 of title 18, United States Code (commonly known as the Espionage Act
· section 951 or 1030 of title 18, United States Code;
· chapter 90 of title 18, United States Code (commonly known as the Economic Espionage Act of 1996);
· The Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.);
· Section 224, 225, 226, 227, or 236 of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2274, 2275, 2276, 2277, and 2284);
· The Export Control Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C. 4801 et seq.); or
· The International Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.); or
· Determined by the Secretary of Commerce, in consultation with the Secretary of Defense and the Director of National Intelligence, to be engaged in unauthorized conduct that is detrimental to the national security or foreign policy of the United States.
Foreign Government-Connected Entity: An organization, including government organizations, non-governmental organizations, and private corporations, owned or operated directly or indirectly by a foreign government.
Foreign National: As defined by 32 CFR Part 117 The National Industrial Security Program Operating Manual (NISPOM), a Foreign National is any person who is not a citizen or national of the United States. 
A U.S. National is defined in 32 CFR Part 117 the NISPOM as a citizen of the U.S., or a person who, though not a citizen of the U.S., owes permanent allegiance to the U.S. Also see 8 USC 1101(a) (22) or 8 USC 1401 (a) para 1 to 7 for further clarification on those who may qualify as nationals of the United States. 
Foreign Ownership, Control, or Influence (FOCI): A U.S. entity is under FOCI when: 
· A foreign interest has the power to direct or decide issues affecting the entity’s management or operations in a manner that could either:
· Result in unauthorized access to classified information, or
· Adversely affect performance of a classified contract or agreement
· The foreign government is currently exercising, or could prospectively exercise, that power, whether directly or indirectly, such as:
· Through ownership of the U.S. entity’s securities, by contractual arrangements, or other means, or;
· By the ability to control or influence the election or appointment of one or more members of the entity’s governing board.
Foreign Talent Recruitment Program (FTRP): An effort organized, managed, or funded by a foreign government, or a foreign government instrumentality or entity, to recruit science and technology professionals or students (regardless of citizenship or national origin or whether providing the recruited individual a full-time or part-time position).
Fundamental Research – Basic and applied research in science and engineering, the results of which ordinarily are published and shared broadly within the scientific community, as distinguished from proprietary research and from industrial development, design, production, and product utilization, the results of which ordinarily are restricted for proprietary or national security reasons.  Refer to National Security Decision Directive (NSDD) 189 (dated 21 SEP 1985) and complimentary DOD Policy memorandums (ATL Memorandum, DoD Policy on Fundamental Research dated 26 JUN 2008 and 24 MAY 2010). 
For the purposes of this solicitation, fundamental research includes basic and applied research that is either (a) between Technology Readiness Level (TRL) 1 - 2, whether performed by universities or industry; or (b) between TRL 3 - 4 and performed on-campus at a U.S. university. Awards and agreements shall not be considered fundamental in circumstances that present a high likelihood of disclosing performance characteristics of military systems, unique manufacturing technologies that are critical to defense, sources and methods relevant to intelligence-related activities, or information that would have a negative impact on national security.
Government Purpose Rights - The rights to use, modify, reproduce, release or disclose the technical data or computer software within the Government without restriction and outside the Government for a Government purpose – “any activity in which the United States Government is a party, including cooperative agreements with international or multi-national defense organizations or sales or transfers by the United States Government to foreign governments or international organizations. Government purposes include competitive procurement, but do not include use for commercial purposes.”

Institution of Higher Education: 
Per 20 U.S. Code § 1001, this is an educational institution in any State that:
· Admits as regular students only persons having a certificate of graduation from a school providing secondary education, or the recognized equivalent of such a certificate, or persons who meet the requirements of section 1091(d) of this title;
· Is legally authorized within such State to provide a program of education beyond secondary education;
· Provides an educational program for which the institution awards a bachelor’s degree or provides not less than a 2-year program that is acceptable for full credit toward such a degree, or awards a degree that is acceptable for admission to a graduate or professional degree program, subject to review and approval by the Secretary;
· Is a public or other nonprofit institution; and
· Is accredited by a nationally recognized accrediting agency or association, or if not so accredited, is an institution that has been granted pre-accreditation status by such an agency or association that has been recognized by the Secretary for the granting of pre-accreditation status, and the Secretary has determined that there is satisfactory assurance that the institution will meet the accreditation standards of such an agency or association within a reasonable time

Joint Venture: An association of people or business concerns who, either by express or implied contract, are working together to execute a single business venture for joint profit.  These people or concerns may combine their efforts, skills, property, money, or knowledge, but only on a temporary basis. 
Malign Foreign Talent Recruitment Program (MFTRP): As defined in section 10638(4) of the CHIPS and Science Act of 2022 (Public Law 117-167), the term “malign foreign talent recruitment program” means:
· Any program, position, or activity that includes compensation in the form of cash, in-kind compensation, including research funding, promised future compensation, complimentary foreign travel, things of non de minimis value, honorific titles, career advancement opportunities, or other types of remuneration or consideration directly provided by a foreign country at any level (national, provincial, or local) or their designee, or an entity based in, funded by, or affiliated with a foreign country, whether or not directly sponsored by the foreign country, to the targeted individual, whether directly or indirectly stated in the arrangement, contract, or other documentation at issue, in exchange for the individual:
· Engaging in the unauthorized transfer of intellectual property, materials, data products, or other nonpublic information owned by a United States entity or developed with a Federal research and development award to the government of a foreign country or an entity based in, funded by, or affiliated with a foreign country regardless of whether that government or entity provided support for the development of the intellectual property, materials, or data products;
· Being required to recruit trainees or researchers to enroll in such program, position, or activity;
· Establishing a laboratory or company, accepting a faculty position, or undertaking any other employment or appointment in a foreign country or with an entity based in, funded by, or affiliated with a foreign country if such activities are in violation of the standard terms and conditions of a Federal research and development award;
· Being unable to terminate the foreign talent recruitment program contract or agreement except in extraordinary circumstances;
· Through funding or effort related to the foreign talent recruitment program, being limited in the capacity to carry out a research and development award or required to engage in work that would result in substantial overlap or duplication with a Federal research and development award;
· Being required to apply for and successfully receive funding from the sponsoring foreign government’s funding agencies with the sponsoring foreign organization as the recipient;
· Being required to omit acknowledgment of the recipient institution with which the individual is affiliated, or the Federal research agency sponsoring the research and development award, contrary to the institutional policies or standard terms and conditions of the Federal research and development award;
· Being required to not disclose to the Federal research agency or employing institution the participation of such individual in such program, position, or activity; or
· Having a conflict of interest or conflict of commitment contrary to the standard terms and conditions of the Federal research and development award; and
· A program that is sponsored by:
· A foreign country of concern or an entity based in a foreign country of concern, whether or not directly sponsored by the foreign country of concern;
· An academic institution on the list developed under section 1286(c)(8) of the John S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (codified at 10 U.S.C. 4001); or
A foreign talent recruitment program on the list developed under section 1286(c)(9) of the John S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (codified at 10 U.S.C. 4001).
Non-Traditional Defense Contractor - A non-traditional defense contractor is defined as an entity that is not currently performing or has not performed in the last one-year period on any contract for the Department of Defense that is subject to full Cost Accounting Standards (CAS) coverage.
Parent Company: A company, sometimes called a holding company, that has controlling interests in one or more smaller companies.  The parent company only needs to own a majority to have control. 
Participation in a Malign Foreign Talent Recruitment Program: Affiliation with or membership in a malign foreign talent recruitment program, including a contractual or other binding agreement between an individual and a malign foreign talent recruitment program; an individual reporting participation in a malign foreign talent program in a research proposal, curriculum vitae, or resume; or an individual’s identification in a publication listing the individual and a malign foreign talent recruitment program. 
Prototype – A physical or virtual model used to evaluate the technical or manufacturing feasibility or military utility of a particular technology or process, concept, end item or system.
Publicly Available Information (PAI): Information that has been published or broadcast for public consumption, is available on request to the public, is accessible online or otherwise to the public, is available to the public by subscription or purchase, could be seen or heard by a casual observer, is made available at a meeting open to the public, or is obtained by visiting a place or attending an event that is open to the public as defined in DoD Directive 3115.18.
Organizational Conflict of Interest – means that because of other activities or relationships with other persons, a person is unable to or potentially unable to render impartial assistance or advice to the Government, or the person's objectivity in performing the contract work is or might be otherwise impaired, or a person has an unfair competitive advantage. The term "person" includes a business organization.
Proposing Institution: An institution of higher education, independent research institution, Federally Funded Research and Development Center, or any other entity that submits a fundamental research project proposal for DoD Government funding, in whole or in part.
Realistic Operational Environmental – Either 1) a real environment that can simulate all of the operational requirements and specifications required; or 2) a simulated environment that allows for testing of a virtual prototype; used in either case to determine whether a developmental effort meets the operational requirements and specifications. 
Research Integrity: The standards of research that promote objective research with collaborations that are open, transparent, merit-based, and reciprocal in nature.  Research collaborations conducted with integrity are expected to disclose all financial and time obligations of the persons involved in the research, hire individuals or recruit students to participate in the research based on merit, and respect rules governing intellectual property.
[bookmark: 3.10_Research_or_Research_and_Developmen][bookmark: _bookmark14]Research Institution: IAW 15 U.S.C. § 638, means a nonprofit institution, as defined in section 3703(5) of this title, and includes federally funded research and development centers, as identified by the National Scientific Foundation in accordance with the governmentwide Federal Acquisition Regulation, issued in accordance with section 421(c)(1) 2 of title 41 (or any successor regulation thereto). 
Research Security Risk: An increased likelihood that research and development efforts or results will be misappropriated to the detriment of national or economic security, as well as related violations of research integrity and foreign government interference.
[bookmark: _Hlk134165062]Security Risk Indicators: Identified activities or behaviors by a researcher, employee, or organization that may reveal or acknowledge undue foreign influence. 
Subsidiary: An entity is which more than 50 percent of the entity is owned or controlled directly by a parent corporation or through another subsidiary of a parent corporation.
U.S. person – U.S. person means a person (as defined in 22 CFR 120.15) who is a US citizen, or a lawful permanent resident as defined by 8 U.S.C. 1101(a) (20), or who is a protected individual as defined by 8 U.S.C. 1324b(a)(3). It also means any corporation, business association, partnership, society, trust, or any other entity, organization or group that is incorporated to do business in the United States. It also includes any U.S. governmental (federal, state or local) entity.
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APPENDIX 1 – 

BIG-ST BAA ABSTRACT SUBMISSION TEMPLATE



Abstract Template - General instructions for completion and submission of Boosting Innovative GEOINT Science and Technology (BIG-ST) Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) Abstract Submission Template follows:



· Proposers shall replace and/or delete all instructions (grey fonts) within the template prior to submission of their completed Abstract Submission Template. Font in the final document shall be black.



· Proposers are prohibited from altering any of the settings in this template.

· Settings:

· Page Size – 8 ½ x 11 inches

· Font – Times New Roman

· Font size – 12 point

· Margins – 1 inch

· Spacing – single

· Graphics/illustrations are allowed and are not subject to the format restrictions. 

· Tables are allowed but are subject to the format restrictions.

· A list of acronyms/glossary is allowed outside of the page count.



The following template instructions include headings (BLUE text) and instructions (in GREY text) for each Section and Subsection required in your abstract package. Update/modify the selections below with your abstract information in the template and remove instructions (GREY text) prior to submission.




[bookmark: _Hlk134002267][bookmark: _Toc139869885][bookmark: _Toc140729190][bookmark: _Toc149046427]BIG-ST BAA Abstract Cover Page



		BAA Number:

		[bookmark: _Hlk78189380]HM0476-23-BAA-0001



		BAA Topic Number:

		



		BAA Topic Title:

		



		Abstract Title:

		[IMPORTANT NOTE: Titles given should be descriptive of the work proposed and not be merely a copy of the title of this solicitation/ Topic Call]



		Date of Submission:

		







		Lead Organization Submitting Proposal (Prime Contractor)



		Organization Type:

		selected from among the following categories: “LARGE BUSINESS,” “SMALL DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS,” “OTHER SMALL BUSINESS,” “HBCU,” “MEDICAL INSTITUTE (MI),” “OTHER EDUCATIONAL,” “OTHER NONPROFIT” OR “OTHER BUSINESS”



		Lead Organization Name:

		



		Address:

		



		City:

		

		Country:

		

		Zip:

		



		Federal Tax ID (TIN) or Employer Identification Number (EIN) 

		Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN) (https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/International-Taxpayers/Taxpayer-Identification-Numbers-TIN) or Employer Identification Number (EIN) pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 7701



		Unique Entity Identifier (UEI)

		Information regarding UEI can be found at https://www.sam.gov



		Commercial and Government Entity (CAGE) Code

		https://cage.dla.mil/Home/UsageAgree



		North American Industrial Classification System (NAICS) Code

		541715 - Research and Development in the Physical, Engineering, and Life Sciences (except Nanotechnology and Biotechnology)







		[bookmark: _Hlk116463429]Subcontractors



		Subcontractors (if applicable)

		Subcontractor name, email address, type of business for each, and CAGE Code







		Point of Contact (POC)



		Technical POC Name:

		(Program Manager or Principle Investigator) to include: salutation, last name, first name, street address, city, state, zip code, telephone, email



		Email:

		

		Phone:

		



		Administrative POC Name:

		(Contracting Officer or Award Officer) to include: salutation, last name, first name, street address, city, state, zip code, telephone, email



		Email:

		

		Phone:

		









		Desired Award Information



		Award instrument requested: 

		“Procurement Contract,” “Cooperative Agreement,” “Grant,” or “Other Transaction Agreement” 



		Award type requested (if applicable): 

		“Cost-Plus-Fixed-Fee (CPFF),” “Cost Contract—no fee,” “Firm Fixed-Price (FFP),” “Firm Fixed-Price Level-of-Effort (FFP LOE),” “Time and Materials (T&M),” or “Labor Hour (LH)”







		Rough Order of Magnitude (ROM)



		Total ROM

		







		[bookmark: _Hlk136911280]Proprietary Data Statement



		

Abstracts containing data that is not to be disclosed to the public for any purpose or use by the Government except for evaluation purposes shall include the following statement on the abstract cover page:



“This abstract includes data that shall not be disclosed outside the Government and shall not be duplicated, used, or disclosed -- in whole or part -- for any purpose other than to evaluate this proposal. If, however, a contract is awarded to this offeror as a result of – or in connection with -- the submission of this data, the Government shall have the right to duplicate, use, or disclose the data to the extent provided in the resulting contract. This restriction does not limit the Government's right to use information contained in this data if it is obtained from another source without restriction.”



” The data subject to this restriction are contained in sheets XXX”



The proposer shall also mark each sheet of data it wants to restrict with the following legend:



“Use or disclosure of data contained on this sheet is subject to the restriction on the cover page of this abstract.”








Table of Contents

[bookmark: _Hlk136911335]Table of Contents – General Instructions

Abstract shall contain a table of contents such as the sample table below.

Contents
1.	Proposed Research	5
1.1.	What is your technical approach and how is it novel?	5
1.2.	Technical Plan	5
1.3.	Capabilities	5
1.4.	Request for Government Support	5
2.	Cost/Price	6




[bookmark: _GoBack]


Section 1 and its subsections 1.1,1.2,1.3, and 1.4 are limited to 5 pages.  Graphics/illustrations are allowed and are not subject to the format restrictions. Tables are allowed but are subject to the format restrictions.

[bookmark: _Toc149031219]Proposed Research

[bookmark: _Toc149031220]What is your technical approach and how is it novel?

Clearly describe what is being proposed and what difference it will make (qualitatively and quantitatively); description shall include brief answers to the following questions:

What is novel/innovative in your approach (include explanation of the novel/innovative aspect of your approach) and how does it compare to the current state-of-the-art (SOA)?





What are the key technical challenges in your approach and how do you plan to address them?





[bookmark: _Toc149031221]Technical Plan

Present a summarized plan broken out by events, milestones, and metrics to demonstrate progress and determination for success. 

Provide a proposed schedule for project. Include optional performance periods, if applicable.

[bookmark: _Toc149031222]Capabilities

Provide a brief summary of team expertise, including subcontractors and key personnel. 

A Program Manager (PM)/Principal Investigator (PI) for the project must be identified. 

Include a description of the team’s organization including roles and responsibilities. 

Describe the organizational experience in this area, existing intellectual property required to complete the project, and any specialized facilities to be used as part of the project.

[bookmark: _Toc149031223]Request for Government Support

The type of support, if any, that the proposer requests from the Government (such as facilities, equipment, demonstration sites, test ranges, software, personnel or materials) shall be identified as Government Furnished Equipment (GFE), Government Furnished Information (GFI), Government Furnished Property (GFP), or Government Furnished Data (GFD). 

The proposer shall indicate any Government coordination that may be required for obtaining equipment or facilities necessary to perform any simulations or exercises that would demonstrate the proposed capability.

[bookmark: _Toc149031224]Cost/Price

[bookmark: _Toc122003328][bookmark: _Toc133499167][bookmark: _Toc133499222][bookmark: _Toc122003329][bookmark: _Toc133499168][bookmark: _Toc133499223][bookmark: _Toc133499225]Provide a Rough Order of Magnitude (ROM) of the total estimated cost/price (e.g. base period + option periods) for the overall proposed research, including Total estimated cost/price (include any subcontractors)

[bookmark: _Toc133499172][bookmark: _Toc133499173][bookmark: _Toc133499174][bookmark: _Toc133499175][bookmark: _Toc133499176][bookmark: _Toc133499177][bookmark: _Toc133499178][bookmark: _Toc133499179][bookmark: _Toc133499180][bookmark: _Toc133499181][bookmark: _Toc133499182][bookmark: _Toc133499183][bookmark: _Toc133499184][bookmark: _Toc133499185][bookmark: _Toc133499186]Discuss any cost share (if applicable); the Government may note any issues or questions for further clarification before requesting a full proposal. 
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PROPOSAL TEMPLATE - APPENDIX 2 

		BIG-ST BAA Topic ‘insert topic number’

Proposal by ‘insert company name’

Attachment 8 - PCL



NCLASSIFIED

PROPOSAL TEMPLATE - APPENDIX 2 	

BIG-ST BAA Topic ‘insert topic number’

Proposal by ‘insert company name’

Attachment 8 - PCL



[bookmark: _Hlk117837021][bookmark: _Hlk117676494][bookmark: _Hlk117677801]APPENDIX 2 – 

BIG-ST BAA PROPOSAL SUBMISSION TEMPLATE



Proposal Template - General instructions for completion and submission of Boosting Innovative GEOINT Science and Technology (BIG-ST) Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) Proposal Submission Template follow:



· Proposers shall replace and/or delete all instructions (grey fonts) within the template prior to submission of their completed Proposal Submission Template. Font in the final document shall be black.



· Proposers are prohibited from altering any of the settings in this template.

Settings:

· Page Size – 8 ½ x 11 inches

· Font – Times New Roman

· Font size – 12 point

· Margins – 1 inch

· Spacing – single

· Graphics/illustrations are allowed and are not subject to the format restrictions. 

· Tables are allowed but are subject to the format restrictions.

· A list of acronyms/glossary is allowed outside of the page count.



The following sections of the template include headings (BLUE text) and instructions (in GREY text) for each Volume, Volume Sections/Subsections, and Attachments required in your proposal package. Update/modify the selections below with your proposal information in the template and remove instructions (GREY text) prior to submission.



FILE NAMING CONVENTION



Proposers shall submit each proposal volume and attachment as a separate file, in accordance with (IAW) the structure laid out within section 4.5.3 of the BIG-ST BAA General Solicitation and within this proposal template.



Files shall be labeled by the following naming convention (Short Version of Proposer Name + Topic Number + Volume or Attachment Number):

 

Proposer Name_T#_Vol #

Proposer Name_T#_Att #




[bookmark: _Hlk134002267][bookmark: _Toc139869885][bookmark: _Toc140729190][bookmark: _Toc184901412]BIG-ST BAA Proposal Cover Page

		BAA Number:

		



		BAA Topic Number:

		



		BAA Topic Title:

		



		Proposal Title:

		IMPORTANT NOTE: Titles given should be descriptive of the work proposed and not be merely a copy of the title of this solicitation/ Topic Call. Keep title UNCLASSIFIED. 



		Proposer’s Reference Number (if applicable):

		Enter company’s internal tracking number, if applicable.





		Lead Organization Submitting Proposal (Prime Contractor)



		Organization Type:

		Selected from among the following categories: “LARGE BUSINESS,” “SMALL DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS,” “OTHER SMALL BUSINESS,” “Historically Black Colleges and Universities - HBCU,” “MEDICAL INSTITUTE (MI),” “OTHER EDUCATIONAL,” “OTHER NONPROFIT” OR “OTHER BUSINESS”



		Lead Organization/ Prime Contractor Name:

		



		Address:

		



		City/Country/Zip:

		



		Federal Tax Identification Number ID (TIN) or EIN: 

		Information about your TIN can be found at the link below. (https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/International-Taxpayers/Taxpayer-Identification-Numbers-TIN) or Employer Identification Number (EIN) pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 7701



		Unique Entity Identifier (UEI):

		Information regarding UEI can be found at https://www.sam.gov



		Commercial and Government Entity (CAGE) Code:

		CAGE Code information can be found at 

(https://cage.dla.mil/Home/UsageAgree).



		North American Industrial Classification System (NAICS) Code:

		541715 - Research and Development in the Physical, Engineering, and Life Sciences (except Nanotechnology and Biotechnology)





		Subcontractors



		Subcontractors (if applicable)

		Subcontractor name, email address, and type of business for each, CAGE Code





		Points of Contact (POC)



		Principle Investigator Name:

		(Principal Investigator) to include: salutation, last name, first name, street address, city, state, zip code



		Email:

		

		Phone:

		



		Technical POC Name:

		(Technical POC/Program Manager – if different than Principle Investigator above) to include: salutation, last name, first name, street address, city, state, zip code



		[bookmark: _Hlk124247523]Email:

		

		Phone:

		



		Administrative POC Name:

		(Contracting Officer or Award Officer) to include: salutation, last name, first name, street address, city, state, zip code



		Email:

		

		Phone:

		





		Proposal Information



		Date of Submission:

		Enter date in DD MMM YYYY.



		 Period of Performance:

		Note: Please check individual Topic Call for POP start dates and contract length



		Time Frame for All Phases of the Project:

		Note: Please check individual Topic Call for POP start dates and contract length



		Proposal Validity Period:

		Minimum of 180 days





		Place(s) of Performance



		Performance Locations 

		Include all Prime and/or Subcontractor performance locations 





		Desired Award Information







		Award instrument requested: 

		Selected from among the following categories: “Procurement Contract,” “Cooperative Agreement,” “Grant,” or “Other Transaction Agreement”



		Award type requested (if applicable):

		Selected from among the following categories: “Cost-Plus-Fixed-Fee (CPFF),” “Cost Contract—no fee,” “Firm Fixed-Price (FFP),” “Firm Fixed-Price Level-of-Effort (FFP LOE),” “Time and Materials (T&M),” or “Labor Hour (LH)”



		Total ROM:

		



		Total Funds Requested From NGA:

		



		DCMA/DCAA Point of Contact



		DCMA Office POC (if applicable): 

		Provide the name, address, email address, telephone number of cognizant Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) office.



		DCAA Office POC (if applicable):

		Provide the name, address, email address, telephone number of cognizant Defense Contract Audit Agency (DCAA) office.





		Authorized Official



		Official(s) authorized to commit the organization to the terms of any resulting award.

		Provide name, address, email address, telephone number 



		Signature

		Sign here electronically.



		Proprietary Data Statement



		

Proposals containing data that is not to be disclosed to the public for any purpose or use by the Government except for evaluation purposes shall include the following statement on the proposal cover page:



“This proposal includes data that shall not be disclosed outside the Government and shall not be duplicated, used, or disclosed – in whole or part – for any purpose other than to evaluate this proposal. If, however, a contract is awarded to this offeror as a result of – or in connection with – the submission of this data, the Government shall have the right to duplicate, use, or disclose the data to the extent provided in the resulting contract. This restriction does not limit the Government’s right to use information contained in this data if it is obtained from another source without restriction.”



” The data subject to this restriction are contained in sheets XXX”



The proposer shall also mark each sheet of data it wants to restrict with the following legend:



“Use or disclosure of data contained on this sheet is subject to the restriction on the cover page of this proposal.”







[bookmark: _Hlk118466258]

[bookmark: _Hlk134094196]UNCLASSIFIED



PROPOSAL TEMPLATE - APPENDIX 2 (Version:12/12/2024) 

		BIG-ST BAA Topic ‘insert topic number’

Proposal by ‘insert company name’

Proposal Cover Page



UNCLASSIFIED

PROPOSAL TEMPLATE - APPENDIX 2 	

BIG-ST BAA Topic ‘insert topic number’

Proposal by ‘insert company name’

Proposal Cover Page





Cover Page 2

UNCLASSIFIED



Cover Page 1-I

 UNCLASSIFIED

Table of Contents – General Instructions

Proposal shall contain a table of contents laying out the full proposal by Volume and Section. The Volumes and Sections proposed should follow the format shown in the sample below.

[bookmark: _Toc139869886][bookmark: _Toc140729191][bookmark: _Toc184901413]Table of Contents

BIG-ST BAA Proposal Cover Page	2
Table of Contents	1
1	Volume 1 – Technical and Management	1-1
1.1.	Goals and Impact	1-1
1.2.	Technical Plan	1-1
1.2.1.	Technical Approach	1-1
1.2.2.	Risks and Mitigation Strategies	1-1
1.2.3.	Request for Government Support	1-1
1.2.4.	Fundamental Research Declaration	1-2
1.3.	Management Plan	1-2
1.4.	Capabilities	1-2
1.5.	Schedule and Milestones	1-3
1.6.	Basis of Estimate (BOE)	1-3
1.7.	Bibliography, Attached Papers, Resumes (optional):	1-3
1.7.1.	Bibliography	1-3
1.7.2.	Relevant Papers	1-3
1.7.3.	Resumes	1-3
2	Volume 2 - Cost/Price	2-1
2.1.	Cost/Price Proposal Checklist	2-1
2.2.	List of Assumptions	2-2
2.3.	Cost/Price Overview	2-2
2.4.	Direct Labor	2-3
2.5.	Indirect Cost (cost type contract proposal only)	2-3
2.6.	Materials and Supplies	2-3
2.7.	Equipment	2-3
2.8.	Animal Use Cost	2-4
2.9.	Travel	2-4
2.10.	Other Direct Cost	2-4
2.11.	DCAA Approved Accounting System (cost type contract proposal only)	2-4
2.12.	Subcontractor Direct Labor	2-5
2.13.	Sub-contractor Proposal & Prime’s Analysis of Subcontractor Proposal	2-5
2.14.	Performance Based Payments (for FFP contract proposals only)	2-5
3	Volume 3 - Administrative and National Policy Requirements	3-1
3.1.	Solicitation Provisions and Award Clauses, Terms and Conditions	3-1
3.1.1.	Representations and Certifications	3-1
3.2.	Subcontracting Plan (Applicable to Procurement Contracts)	3-1
3.3.	Intellectual Property	3-1
3.3.1.	Proprietary and Otherwise Restricted Computer Software and Technical Data	3-1
3.3.2.	Commercial Tools	3-2
3.3.3.	Intellectual Property Representations	3-2
3.3.4.	Patents	3-2
3.3.5.	Data Rights Assertions (Procurement Contracts)	3-3
3.4.	Organizational Conflicts of Interest (OCI) Disclosure and Analysis Form(s)	3-3
4	Volume 4 - Security	4-1
Attachment 1– SOW	1
Attachment 2 - Cost/Price Breakout	1
Attachment 3– Subcontracting Plan	1
Attachment 4– Data Rights Assertion Table	1
Attachment 5 - OCI Disclosure and Analysis Form	1
Attachment 6 - Acquisition Security Review (ASR) Questionnaire	1
Attachment 7 - Facility Clearance Level (FCL)	1
Attachment 8 - Personnel Security Clearance Level (PCL)	1


[bookmark: _Toc184901414]Volume 1 – Technical and Management

This volume is limited to 20 pages (unless individual Topic Call set other limitations).

In addition to providing the required Volume 1 information below, proposers shall submit a Statement of Work (SOW) as Attachment 1 (see “Attachment 1– SOW Template” of this appendix for further information). 

[bookmark: _Toc184901415][bookmark: _Hlk117683781]Goals and Impact 



· Describe what the project will achieve and, if successful, the difference it will make (qualitatively and quantitatively). 

· Describe the innovative aspects of the project in the context of existing capabilities and approaches, clearly delineating the uniqueness and benefits of this project in the context of the state of the art, alternative approaches, and other projects from the past and present. 

· Describe how the proposed project is revolutionary and how it significantly rises above the current state of the art. 

· Describe the final deliverables associated with the proposed project. 

· Clearly describe how the approach will accomplish the scientific and technical objectives outlined in the topic.



[bookmark: _Toc184901416][bookmark: _Hlk117684583]Technical Plan   



1.1.1. [bookmark: _Toc184901417]Technical Approach 

· Provide a detailed description of the technical approach to meet the technical objectives. 

· Discuss in detail the methods planned to achieve each task or objective. 

· Demonstrate a deep understanding of the technical challenges and present a credible (even if risky) plan to achieve the project’s goal. 



1.1.2. [bookmark: _Toc184901418]Risks and Mitigation Strategies

· Identify and address major technical risks of the approach and feasible mitigation strategies. 



1.1.3. [bookmark: _Toc136946799][bookmark: _Toc136948312][bookmark: _Toc136946800][bookmark: _Toc136948313][bookmark: _Toc184901419]Request for Government Support

· List all Government-furnished information (GFI) or property (GFP) or other Government support that you are requesting to be furnished by the Government (excl. any GFI already listed in the individual Topic Call). 

1.1.4. [bookmark: _Toc136946802][bookmark: _Toc136948315][bookmark: _Toc184901420]Fundamental Research Declaration

· Identify whether you consider the proposed work (or some portion of the proposed work) as fundamental research.  

Definition per DoD Instruction 5230.27, "Presentation of DoD-Related Scientific and Technical Papers at Meetings":

“Contracted fundamental research includes research performed under grants and contracts that are funded by Budget Activity 1 (“Basic Research”) identified in DoD 7000 14-R, Volume 2A, Chapter 1, whether performed by universities or industry or funded by Budget Activity 2 (“Applied Research”) and performed on-campus at a university. The research will not be considered fundamental in those rare and exceptional circumstances where the Budget Activity 2-funded effort presents a high likelihood of disclosing performance characteristics of military systems or manufacturing technologies that are unique and critical to defense, and where agreement on restrictions have been recorded in the contract or grant.” 

[bookmark: _Toc136946804][bookmark: _Toc136948317][bookmark: _Toc184901421]Management Plan

· Explain how the proposed effort will be managed to ensure the required performance outcomes are achieved within the required schedule and proposed cost/price. 

· Provide the processes and techniques that demonstrate the ability to effectively manage all aspects of execution of the technical approach.  

· Provide a detailed narrative explaining the risk management process. Describe any formal teaming agreements that are required to execute this project. 

· Provide an organizational chart that includes the programmatic relationship of team members and their unique capabilities and/or tasking. 

· Provide a summary of qualifications of the team, to include the proposed PI, key personnel expertise, and any subcontractors. 



[bookmark: _Toc184901422]Capabilities

· Describe the roles and responsibilities that will be assigned to each proposed team member (e.g. proposer, subcontractor, consultant, etc.). 

· Describe the organizational capabilities each proposed team member possesses, to include expertise, facilities, and equipment, to successfully execute the proposed project, and substantiate these capabilities with examples of past performance/relevant experience executing similar work. 

· Describe organization’s relevant existing intellectual property and specialized facilities. 

· Discuss any work in closely related research areas and previous accomplishments.



[bookmark: _Toc184901423]Schedule and Milestones

· Provide appropriate measurable milestones (quantitative if possible) at intermediate stages of the project to demonstrate progress and achieve proposal objectives, and a plan for achieving the milestones. 

· Provide a detailed schedule showing tasks (task name, duration, work breakdown structure element as applicable, performing organization), phases, milestones, and the interrelationships among tasks. 

· The task structure must be consistent with that in the Statement of Work (SOW). 

· Measurable milestones should be clearly articulated and defined in time relative to the start of the project. Identify and include presentations/meetings in your schedule.  



[bookmark: _Toc136946809][bookmark: _Toc136948322][bookmark: _Toc136946810][bookmark: _Toc136948323][bookmark: _Toc136946811][bookmark: _Toc136948324][bookmark: _Toc136946812][bookmark: _Toc136948325][bookmark: _Toc136946813][bookmark: _Toc136948326][bookmark: _Toc136946814][bookmark: _Toc136948327][bookmark: _Toc134600620][bookmark: _Toc184901424]Basis of Estimate (BOE)

· BOEs for the proposed resources to execute each task/sub-task contained in the SOW, covering all major cost/price elements in accordance with list in Section 2.1 of this appendix. No cost information shall be provided with the BOE. (Not included in the page count.)

[bookmark: _Toc184901425]Bibliography, Attached Papers, Resumes (optional):

The bibliography, attached papers, and resumes are not included in the page counts given above. Such materials will be considered for the reviewers’ convenience only and not evaluated as part of the proposal.

1.1.5. [bookmark: _Toc184901426]Bibliography

· Proposers may include an attached bibliography of relevant technical papers or research notes (published and unpublished) which document the technical ideas and approach upon which the proposal is based. The bibliography must not be more than two (2) pages in length.  

1.1.6. [bookmark: _Toc184901427]Relevant Papers

· Copies of not more than three (3) relevant papers may be included with the submission. The relevant papers may not exceed ten (10) pages in total. 

1.1.7. [bookmark: _Toc184901428]Resumes

· [bookmark: _Hlk117833907]No more than two resumes should be included with the proposal, and one resume must be from the PI. Each resume must not be more than three (3) pages in length.  
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[bookmark: _Toc184901429][bookmark: _Hlk134080551] Volume 2 - Cost/Price

2. [bookmark: _Toc136946822][bookmark: _Toc136948335][bookmark: _Toc137626731][bookmark: _Toc137644679][bookmark: _Toc137705146][bookmark: _Toc137705224][bookmark: _Toc137727877][bookmark: _Toc138334159][bookmark: _Toc139865430][bookmark: _Toc139869638][bookmark: _Toc139869903][bookmark: _Toc139889223][bookmark: _Toc140659228][bookmark: _Toc140727153][bookmark: _Toc140729208][bookmark: _Toc149046445][bookmark: _Toc178166450][bookmark: _Toc184901375][bookmark: _Toc184901430]

In addition to providing the required Volume 2 information below, proposers shall submit a Cost/Price Breakout as Attachment 2 (see ‘Attachment 2 - Cost/Price Breakout’ for further information), using an MS Excel spreadsheet.



[bookmark: _Toc184901431]Cost/Price Proposal Checklist

		

		PROPOSAL Page #

		If not provided EXPLAIN



		1. Does your Cost/Price Proposal include 

		

		



		         (1) A summary cost buildup by Phase

		

		



		(2) A summary cost buildup by    Contract Year

		

		



		(3) A detailed cost buildup for each

      Phase that breaks out each task?  

		

		



		2. Does your cost proposal show a breakdown of the major cost items listed below:

		

		



		            Direct Labor 

            (Labor Categories, Hours, Rates) 

		

		



		                   Indirect Costs/Rates *

                   (i.e., overhead charges, fringe 

                   benefits, G&A) 

                  *not applicable to FFP, LH, T&M

		

		



		                   Materials and/or Equipment

		

		



		                   Subcontracts/Consultants

		

		



		            Other Direct Costs  

		

		



		            Travel

		

		



		3. Have you provided documentation for proposed costs related to travel, to include purpose of trips, departure and arrival destinations and sample airfare?

		

		



		4. Does your cost proposal include a complete itemized list of all material and equipment items to be purchased (a priced bill-of-materials (BOM))?

		

		



		5. Does your cost proposal include vendor quotes or written engineering estimates (basis of estimate) for all material and equipment with a unit price exceeding $5,000?   

		

		



		6. Do you have subcontractors/ consultants?  

If YES, continue to question 7. 

If NO, skip to question 11.

		

		



		7. Does your cost proposal include copies of all subcontractor/consultant technical (to include Statement of Work) and cost proposals?  

		

		



		8. Do all subcontract proposals include the required summary buildup, detailed cost buildup, and supporting documentation (SOW, Bill-of-Materials, Basis-of-Estimate, Vendor Quotes, etc.)?    

		

		



		9. Does your cost proposal include copies of consultant agreements, if available?    

		

		



		10. If requesting a FAR-based contract, does your cost proposal include a tech/cost analysis for all proposed subcontractors?      

		

		



		11. Have you provided all supporting documentation to include existing FPRA, FPRR, Approved Accounting System, Approved Purchasing System, etc.?

		

		



		12. If applicable, does your proposal include a detailed breakout of proposed performance-based payments?

		

		





[bookmark: _Toc115758524][bookmark: _Toc115760986][bookmark: _Toc115761970][bookmark: _Toc115762022][bookmark: _Toc134019141][bookmark: _Toc134093577][bookmark: _Toc134093623][bookmark: _Toc134093771][bookmark: _Toc134093893][bookmark: _Toc134093982][bookmark: _Toc134100569][bookmark: _Toc134102306][bookmark: _Toc134102514][bookmark: _Toc134104255][bookmark: _Toc134104485][bookmark: _Toc134105046][bookmark: _Toc134105198][bookmark: _Toc134105692][bookmark: _Toc134169912][bookmark: _Toc134170131][bookmark: _Toc134172180][bookmark: _Toc134535901][bookmark: _Toc134536014][bookmark: _Toc134600628]

[bookmark: _Toc184901432]List of Assumptions



Identification of cost/pricing assumptions based on use of Government Furnished Property/Facilities/Information, access to Government Subject Matter Experts, etc. 

This list shall be consistent with Volume 1 - Section 1.2.3.



[bookmark: _Toc184901433]Cost/Price Overview



Proposers shall follow the requested project structure listed in each Topic Call (i.e. base/option periods and period of performance).

1)	A summary of total program costs by phase and contract year:

For Cost Proposals: Summary by cost element, including profit or fee, for total proposal (Profit or Fee is not applicable to Grants and Cooperative Agreements).

2)	A summary of projected funding requirements by month, phase, or milestone for all phases of the project:



3)	A summary of tasks that have animal or human use funding, if applicable:



4)	The source, nature, and amount of any industry cost-sharing, if applicable:





[bookmark: _Toc136946826][bookmark: _Toc136948339][bookmark: _Toc184901434]Direct Labor 

· Provide an itemized breakout of all personnel, listed by name or TBD, with labor rate (or salary), labor hours (or percent effort), and labor category. 

· Cost Proposal: Provide Explanation of how labor rates are computed including base rates (actuals), fringe, and escalation, if any.

· Provide current Forwarding Pricing Rate Proposal (FPRP) or DCMA/DCAA Forward Pricing Rate Recommendation or Agreement (FPRR or FPRA).  

· Fully burdened rates should be proposed for Firm Fixed Price (FFP), FFP Level of Effort (LOE), Times and Materials (T&M) and Labor Hours (LH) contract types.



[bookmark: _Toc184901435]Indirect Cost (cost type contract proposal only)

· [bookmark: _Toc136946829][bookmark: _Toc136948342][bookmark: _Toc136946830][bookmark: _Toc136948343][bookmark: _Toc136946831][bookmark: _Toc136948344][bookmark: _Toc136946832][bookmark: _Toc136948345][bookmark: _Toc136946833][bookmark: _Toc136948346][bookmark: _Toc136946834][bookmark: _Toc136948347]Indirect costs including, as applicable, fringe benefits, overhead, General and Administrative (G&A) expense, and cost of money (see university vs. company specific requirements below).

· Identify indirect rates by fiscal year and explanation of how established and base to which they apply.

· [bookmark: _Toc136946835][bookmark: _Toc136948348]Fee/Profit (provide rationale for proposed fee/profit percentage using criteria found in DFARS 215.404-70); 

· Fringe Benefit/Labor OH/Material OH/G&A Rates.

· Provide current Forwarding Pricing Rate Proposal (FPRP) or DCMA/DCAA Forward Pricing Rate Recommendation or Agreement (FPRR or FPRA).  

· If these documents are not available, provide company historical data, preferably two years, minimum of one, to include both pool and expense costs used to generate the rates.

· Provide DD Form 1861 if proposing facilities capital cost of money.



[bookmark: _Toc184901436]Materials and Supplies

· If applicable, the Cost/Price proposal shall include an itemized list which includes description of material, quantity, unit price, and total price.

· If a material factor is used based on historical purchases, provide data to justify the rate.

· Any material item with a unit price over $5,000 must include a vendor quote.



[bookmark: _Toc184901437]Equipment

· Itemized list (Bill of Material (BOM)) which includes description of equipment, unit price, quantity, and total price.

· Any equipment item with a unit price over $5,000 must include a vendor quote.



[bookmark: _Toc184901438]Animal Use Cost

· Itemized list of all materials, animal purchases, and per diem prices, associated with proposed animal use; include documentation supporting daily rates.

[bookmark: _Toc139869647][bookmark: _Toc139869912][bookmark: _Toc184901439]Travel

· Provide an itemized list of travel costs to include: purpose of trips; departure and arrival destinations; and projected airfare, rental car, GSA approved per diem, number of travelers, and number of days. 

· Provide screenshots from travel website for proposed airfare and rental car, as applicable. 

· If travel is for conference attendance, provide screenshot or web link for conference registration fee and note if the fee includes hotel cost. 

· Conference attendance must be justified, with an explanation of how it is in the best interest of the project.



[bookmark: _Toc184901440]Other Direct Cost

If applicable, Cost/Price proposal shall identify any Other Direct Costs, e.g., consultants, computer support, clean room fees.

· Should be itemized with costs or estimated costs. Backup documentation and/or a supporting cost breakdown is required to support proposed costs with a unit price over $5,000. 

· An explanation of any estimating factors, including their derivation and application, must be provided. Include a brief description of the proposers’ procurement method.



[bookmark: _Toc184901441]DCAA Approved Accounting System (cost type contract proposal only)



· Proposers selected for a cost-type contract award must have a Defense Contract Audit Agency (DCAA)-approved accounting system (this is not applicable to Other Transactions (OTs), Grants or Cooperative Agreements). Guidance is available at http://www.dcaa.mil. 

· Proposers are encouraged to obtain DCAA accounting system approval prior to the award timeframe. Lack of a DCAA approved accounting system will prevent a cost-type contract award. While a DCAA audit is pending, a Contracting Officer may make a determination that the proposer’s accounting system is acceptable in accordance with DFARS 242.7502 and the clause at DFARS 252.242-7006, Accounting System Administration. 

· Provide copy of DCMA letter confirming accounting system approval.







[bookmark: _Toc184901442]Subcontractor Direct Labor

· Provide an itemized breakout of all personnel, listed by name or TBD, with labor rate (or salary), labor hours (or percent effort), and labor category. 

· Subcontractor cost proposals shall be broken out into the separate cost elements.

· Fully burdened rates should be proposed for FFP, FFP LOE, T&M and LH contract types.



[bookmark: _Toc184901443]Sub-contractor Proposal & Prime’s Analysis of Subcontractor Proposal

· Identify principal items/services to be subcontracted

· Identify the type of contractual arrangement contemplated for each subcontract and the rationale for the same

· Identify the cost or pricing data or information other than cost or pricing data submitted by each subcontractor

· Provide an analysis concerning the reasonableness, realism, and completeness of each subcontractor's proposal; if the analysis is based on a comparison with prior research efforts, identify the basis on which the prior costs or prices were determined to be reasonable

· Sole Source Justification (if subcontract was not competed)



[bookmark: _Toc184901444]Performance Based Payments (for FFP contract proposals only)

If a FFP contract is proposed and contract financing is desired: 



(1) Provide a detailed breakout of proposed performance-based payments that includes 

(i) all performance-based payment events (i.e. milestones), 

(ii) completion criteria and 

(iii) event values along with 

(iv) the projected monthly expenditure profile



(2) Fill out provision 252.232-7015 Performance-Based Payments—Representation.



(3) Following clauses will be included in the contract: 

(i) 52.232-32 Performance-Based Payments.

(ii) 252.232-7012 Performance-Based Payments—Whole-Contract Basis.



The basis for performance-based payments may be either specifically described events (e.g., milestones) or some measurable criterion of performance. Each event or performance criterion that will trigger a finance payment shall be an integral and necessary part of contract performance. At no point will cumulative Performance Based Payments be allowed to exceed cumulative cost incurred on the contract.





Sample list of milestone events:

[image: ]
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[bookmark: _Toc136946847][bookmark: _Toc136948360][bookmark: _Toc184901445]Volume 3 - Administrative and National Policy Requirements

3. [bookmark: _Toc136946849][bookmark: _Toc136948362][bookmark: _Toc137626749][bookmark: _Toc137644697][bookmark: _Toc137705164][bookmark: _Toc137705242][bookmark: _Toc137727895][bookmark: _Toc138334177][bookmark: _Toc139865448][bookmark: _Toc139869655][bookmark: _Toc139869920][bookmark: _Toc139889239][bookmark: _Toc140659244][bookmark: _Toc140727169][bookmark: _Toc140729224][bookmark: _Toc149046461][bookmark: _Toc178166466][bookmark: _Toc184901391][bookmark: _Toc184901446][bookmark: _Hlk115684566]

[bookmark: _Toc184901447]Solicitation Provisions and Award Clauses, Terms and Conditions



3.1.1. [bookmark: _Toc136946851][bookmark: _Toc136948364][bookmark: _Toc136946852][bookmark: _Toc136948365][bookmark: _Toc184901448]Representations and Certifications



Provide statement whether FAR and DFARS Online Representations and Certifications have been completed through SAM at https://www.SAM.gov. 

Note: Representations and certifications shall be completed by successful applicants prior to award. FAR Online Representations and Certifications are to be completed through SAM at https://www.SAM.gov. 

[bookmark: _Hlk140729854]As appropriate, DFARS and contract-specific certification packages as listed within BIG-ST BAA Provisions and Clauses (Separate File posted with this BAA General solicitation on Sam.gov) shall be filled out and submitted with the proposal.



[bookmark: _Toc184901449]Subcontracting Plan (Applicable to Procurement Contracts)



Include Subcontracting Plan as Attachment 3 of your proposal for all proposals over $750,000 (whether subcontractors were proposed or not). This requirement does not apply to small businesses.

You may also provide a copy of your Master Subcontracting Plan (along with the Individual Subcontracting Goals if applicable), Commercial Subcontracting Plan, or Comprehensive Subcontracting Test Program (CSP) Plan.

Section 4.5.7.2 (Subcontracting Plan) of the BIG-ST BAA General Solicitation provides more information.



[bookmark: _Toc136946856][bookmark: _Toc136948369][bookmark: _Toc184901450]Intellectual Property

Note: Refer to Section 4.5.7.3 (Intellectual Property) of the BIG-ST BAA General Solicitation for more information.



3.1.2. [bookmark: _Toc184901451]Proprietary and Otherwise Restricted Computer Software and Technical Data

Proposers who desire to use computer software or technical data that is proprietary or has other restrictions on its use, including through an open source license, as part of their proposed approach shall:



· Clearly identify such software/data and its proposed particular use(s);

· Explain the restrictions on the Government’s use of the software/data;

· Explain how the Government will be able to reach its program goals (including transition) within the proprietary/restricted use model offered; and

· Provide possible nonproprietary/non-restricted alternatives in any area that might present transition difficulties or increased risk or cost to the Government under the proposed proprietary/restricted use solution.



3.1.3. [bookmark: _Toc184901452]Commercial Tools

List all commercial tools or other materials necessary to implement the proposed approach.

Proposers expecting to use, but not to deliver, commercial tools or other materials in implementing their approach may be required to indemnify the Government against legal liability arising from such use.



3.1.4. [bookmark: _Toc184901453]Intellectual Property Representations

All proposers must provide a good faith representation of either ownership or possession of appropriate licensing rights to all intellectual property to be used for the proposed project.



3.1.5. [bookmark: _Toc184901454]Patents

All proposers must include documentation proving ownership or possession of appropriate licensing rights to all patented inventions to be used for the proposed project. If a patent application has been filed for an invention, but it includes proprietary information and is not publicly available, a proposer must provide documentation that includes:

(1)	Patent application number;

(2)	Inventor name(s);

(3)	Indicate if proposer is the patent or invention owner; or identify licensor if not the proposers;

(4)	Assignee names (if any);

(5)	Filing date;

(6)	Filing date of any related provisional application;

(7)	Summary of the patent; and

(8)	Either:

(i) a representation of invention ownership; or

(ii) proof of possession of appropriate licensing rights in the invention (i.e., an agreement from the owner of the patent granting license to the proposer).







3.1.6. [bookmark: _Toc184901455]Data Rights Assertions (Procurement Contracts)

Fill out Attachment 4 – Data Rights Assertion Table Template (as part of Volume 3); (see “Attachment 4 of Appendix 2 – Data Rights Assertion Table Template”).

If applicable, include data right restrictions that are directly applicable to the deliverables in Section 5 of the SOW; i.e. make a direct reference to the applicable deliverable.

In case of award, this list will become an attachment to the contract.

(1)	Noncommercial Items (Technical Data and Computer Software):

Proposers requesting a procurement contract must list all noncommercial technical data and computer software in which the Government will acquire less than unlimited rights. Proposers shall assert specific restrictions on those items in accordance with DFARS 252.227-7013, “Rights in Technical Data - Noncommercial Items,” and DFARS 252.227-7014, “Rights in Noncommercial Computer Software and Noncommercial Computer Software Documentation”. In the event a proposer does not submit the list, the Government will assume that it has unlimited rights to all noncommercial technical data and computer software generated, developed, and/or delivered. 

(2)	Commercial Items (Technical Data and Computer Software):

Proposers requesting a procurement contract must list all commercial technical data and commercial computer software that may be used under the research project, and assert any applicable restrictions on the Government’s use of such commercial technical data and/or computer software. In the event a proposer does not submit the list, the Government will assume there are no restrictions on the Government’s use of such commercial items.



[bookmark: _Toc136946863][bookmark: _Toc136948376][bookmark: _Toc184901456]Organizational Conflicts of Interest (OCI) Disclosure and Analysis Form(s)

Fill out OCI Disclosure form at Appendix 2 - Attachment 5 IAW instructions of the BIG-ST BAA General Solicitation. 

Include completed and signed form as Attachment 5 of your proposal.
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[bookmark: _Toc136946865][bookmark: _Toc136948378][bookmark: _Toc184901457]Volume 4 - Security 



Only submit with proposal if requested within Topic Call.

For Topic calls that will require classified work and/or access to classified information, NGA will provide specific instructions for submitting a Security Plan and all required annexes. Instructions will also provide information on how NGA will evaluate the Security Plan and annexes. If additional security requirements are released at the Topic level, proposers shall adhere to the security requirements to be eligible to participate in the applicable Topic Area.

NGA will also provide specific instructions for projects that require access to Controlled Unclassified Information (CUI).

Refer to Section 4.5.8 (Volume 4 – SECURITY) of the BIG-ST BAA General Solicitation for additional information.

If a security volume is required, the following templates are available within this document:

· Attachment 6 - Acquisition Security Review (ASR) Questionnaire – Lists Contractor and Subcontractor information

· Attachment 7 - Facility Clearance Level (FCL)

· Attachment 8 - Personnel Security Clearance Level (PCL)
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[bookmark: _Toc184901458]Attachment 1– SOW 

Statement of Work

Submit as a separate file, as Attachment 1 to Volume 1.

The SOW shall not exceed 5 pages (excl. list of deliverables).

It should clearly detail the scope of the effort and the specific research to be performed.

This document will become an attachment to the contract in case of award.

The SOW needs to stand on its own without making references to the technical proposal.

Do not include any proprietary information within the SOW. 

1. Objective: 

Brief overview of what you are trying to accomplish and how it advances the customer’s goals and expectations. It does not need to include a description of deliverables or requirements since these will be included in the “Tasks” section below.

2. Scope: 

A statement of what work is covered under the proposed effort. Provide a concise overview of the proposed work to be performed. It does not need to include a description of deliverables since these will be included in the “Tasks” section below. 

3. Background: 

This section includes any information, explanations, or constraints that are necessary to understand the requirements.  It could explain previous efforts that lead to the current state of the technology. It may include relationship to previous, current, and future operations, as well as historical or parallel efforts, such as other agency activities and/or industry efforts, that provide additional information related to proposed work. 

4. Tasks:

A clear, detailed description of major task(s) and sub-task(s) that represent the work to be performed.  This section of SOW shall be arranged systematically and logically, and presented in sufficient detail to establish the feasibility of accomplishing the overall program goals and how it advances the Topic.  

The work effort should be segregated into major tasks and sub-tasks with each of the major tasks identified in separately numbered paragraphs. The SOW must contain all tasks and sub-tasks to be accomplished.

All tasks must be definite, realistic, and clearly stated.  Use “shall” whenever the work statement expresses a provision that is binding.  Use “should” or “may” whenever it is necessary to express a declaration of purpose. Use “will” in cases where no Proposer requirement is involved; e.g., data will be supplied by the Government.  

If travel is identified for cost type contracts, put the following statement in the SOW: “All travel will be accomplished in accordance with FAR 31.205-46.”

Describe the technical approach, organizational resources and management controls to be employed to meet the cost, performance and schedule requirements throughout task order execution.

5. Quality Assurance Matrix:

Address how quality will be measured and maintained for the proposed work being performed.

6. Contract Deliverables:

This section is not included in the 5-page limit. 

All contract deliverables associated with the proposal shall be identified and described under this section.  The deliverables shall include all deliverables requested in each Topic Call but may also include additional deliverables. Describe precisely the items to be delivered, both during the period of performance and at completion of the project.  Deliverables should be referenced back to their requirement in the “Tasks” section. Describe the schedule either in terms of calendar days from the date of performance start or in calendar days when other projects or program elements are dependent on the delivery (e.g., 10 calendar days after draft plan is approved). 

		CDRL #

		SOW Reference

		Deliverable Title

		Description

		Due Date 

(# of Days/ Months)

		Format (e.g. MS Office, source code)

		Delivery Method (e.g., GitHub, DOD Safe, email)
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[bookmark: _Toc184901459]Attachment 2 - Cost/Price Breakout 



Proposers shall submit a Cost/Price Breakout as Attachment 2 using an MS Excel spreadsheet; (IAW with the instructions of the BIG-ST BAA General Solicitation and Appendix 2, Section 2).

The proposal shall separate cost/price by base and option periods. 

Labor, material/equipment/other direct costs (ODC), and travel shall clearly be broken out on separate contract line items.

Sample CLIN structure for a procurement contract:

		CLIN

		Description

		Length



		0001

		R&D Labor – Phase 1

		12 months



		0002

		Equipment/Material/ODC (Cost, No Fee)

		12 months



		0003

		Travel (Cost, No Fee)

		12 months



		1001

		R&D Labor – Phase 2

		12 months



		1002

		Equipment/Material/ODC (Cost, No Fee)

		12 months



		1003

		Travel (Cost, No Fee)

		12 months



		TOTAL

		

		24 months







Sample Cost Summary:

*Note: FFP, LH, and T&M contract proposals are not expected to break out indirect cost.
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[bookmark: _Toc184901460]Attachment 3– Subcontracting Plan



Submit as a separate file, as Attachment 3.

Provide copy of Subcontracting Plan (for all proposals over $750,000 [whether subcontractors were proposed or not]. This requirement does not apply to small businesses).

You may also provide a copy of your Master Subcontracting Plan (along with the Individual Subcontracting Goals if applicable), Commercial Subcontracting Plan, or Comprehensive Subcontracting Test Program (CSP) Plan.

In case of award the plan will become an attachment to the contract.
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[bookmark: _Toc184901461]Attachment 4– Data Rights Assertion Table

Data Rights Assertion Table

Submit as a separate file, as Attachment 4, (IAW with the instructions of the BIG-ST BAA General Solicitation and Appendix 2, Section 3.3).

In case of award the document will become an attachment to the contract.

Any listed restrictions shall be directly applicable to the deliverables of the proposed effort and shall, therefore, reference the applicable deliverables listed within the SOW.

Proposer asserts for itself, or the persons identified below, that the Government's rights to use, release, or disclose the following technical data or computer software should be restricted:



		Technical Data or

		Summary 

		

		

		



		Computer Software

		of Intended

		

		

		Name of Person



		to be Furnished

		Use in the

		Basis for

		Asserted Rights

		Asserting



		With Restrictions*

		Conduct of research

		Assertion**

		Category***

		Restrictions****



		(LIST)*****

		

		(LIST)

		(LIST)

		(LIST)







		*For technical data (other than computer software documentation) pertaining to items, components, or processes developed at private expense, identify both the deliverable technical data and each such item, component, or process.  For computer software or computer software documentation identify the software or documentation.

		**Generally, development at private expense, either exclusively or partially, is the only basis for asserting restrictions.  For technical data, other than computer software documentation, development refers to development of the item, component, or process to which the data pertain.  The Government's rights in computer software documentation generally may not be restricted.  For computer software, development refers to the software.  Indicate whether development was accomplished exclusively or partially at private expense.  If development was not accomplished at private expense, or for computer software documentation, enter the specific basis for asserting restrictions.

		***Enter asserted rights category (e.g., government purpose license rights from a prior contract, rights in SBIR data generated under another contract, limited, restricted, or government purpose rights under this or a prior contract, or specially negotiated licenses).

		****Corporation, individual, or other person, as appropriate.

		*****Enter “none” when all data or software will be submitted without restrictions.



		Date

		_________________________________



		Printed Name and Title

		_________________________________



		

		_________________________________



		Signature

		_________________________________
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		BIG-ST BAA Topic ‘insert topic number’

Proposal by ‘insert company name’

Data Rights Assertions






Attachment 4 - Page 1

UNCLASSIFIED

[bookmark: _Toc184901462]Attachment 5 - OCI Disclosure and Analysis Form

		1.  Solicitation/Prime Contract #:

		2.  Program Title



		

		



		3.  Contractor Name and Address

		4.  Telephone Number and POC



		

		



		5.  Type of work to be performed under this solicitation or, if after award, under this contract 



		 



		Other NGA or IC efforts which may conflict with the work described in block 5

		6. Contract Number and Program Title



		

		



		

		



		7.  Brief Summary/Description of work performed under contract listed under Block 6:



		



		8.  Relationship between requirements of Block 1 action and work performed under Block 6 action (If None, State Why):



		



		9.  Offeror/Contractor OCI Evaluation and Assessment (If either answer is yes, attach a copy of the SOO and complete Block 10):



		(a) Does Actual OCI exist?      [   ] Yes [   ] No

(b) Does Potential OCI exist?  [   ] Yes [   ] No



		10.  Descriptive Summary of actual/potential OCI, including actions planned to avoid, neutralize, or mitigate conflict or potential conflict:



		



		11.  Typed Name of Responsible Official

		12.  Signature	

		13.  Date



		

		

		



		14.  Typed Name of Contracting Officer

		15.  Approval Signature

		16.  Date



		

		

		










OCI General Instructions 

Blocks 1 through 5:  Self-explanatory.

Block 6: Fill in the number and the short, official title by which the contract or subcontract requiring analysis and determination is formally known.  This is work that has already been awarded, is being performed by your company, and requires a comparison with that work described in Blocks 1-5.  

NOTE:  One OCI Disclosure and Analysis Form shall be submitted for EACH NGA contract or subcontract currently being performed.

Block 7:  Provide a brief, but specific, narrative summary of the SOO and work performed on the contract or subcontract listed in Block 6, including the period of performance and the value.  Continue on additional pages if more space is necessary.

Block 8:  Provide a brief, but specific, narrative summary of ANY relationship between the work to be performed under the action listed in Block 1 and the previous work performed under the action listed in Block 6.  Please be as specific as possible by citing the specific RFP/SOO paragraph where possible.  Continue on additional pages if more space is necessary.

Block 9:  Place an "X" inside the appropriate brackets to indicate your responses.

Block 10:  If you answer yes either to 9(a) or to 9(b), provide a summary of the actual or potential OCI.  Continue on additional pages if more space is necessary.

Blocks 11, 12, and 13:  Provide the name of your company official with responsibility for and authority to discuss and commit the company on matters relating to OCI issues.  That official should then sign and date each form.

Blocks 14 through 16:  Self-explanatory.
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[bookmark: _Toc184901463]Attachment 6 - Acquisition Security Review (ASR) Questionnaire 



Lists Contractor and Subcontractor information



Only fill out if requested within Topic Call.

		Acquisition Security Questionnaire



		PRIME



		Legal Business Name: 

		DBA Name(s):

		Incorporation Location: 



		

		

		



		Business Address:

		Place of Performance Address (if different):

		 Business Phone:



		

		

		



		Business Email Address:

		DUNS Number:

		CAGE Code(S):



		

		

		



		Subcontractor



		Legal Business Name: 

		DBA Name(s):

		Incorporation Location: 



		

		

		



		Business Address:

		Place of Performance Address (if different):

		 Business Phone:



		

		

		



		Business Email Address:

		DUNS Number:

		CAGE Code(S):



		

		

		



		Legal Business Name: 

		DBA Name(s):

		Incorporation Location: 



		

		

		



		Business Address:

		Place of Performance Address (if different):

		 Business Phone:



		

		

		



		Business Email Address:

		DUNS Number:

		CAGE Code(S):
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[bookmark: _Toc184901464]Attachment 7 - Facility Clearance Level (FCL)

Only fill out if requested within Topic Call.

Facility Security Clearance Level and Foreign Ownership, Control, or Influence Information (Template)



		Company Name

		Street

		City

		State

		Zip Code

		CAGE 

Code

		FCL

		Safeguarding

Capability

		Comment



		ABC Company

		

		

		

		

		

		Top Secret

		Secret

		



		XYZ Company

		

		

		

		

		

		Top Secret

		Top Secret

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		







Note:  This document contains personally identifiable information and is for official use only. Unauthorized dissemination or use of personally identifiable information is a violation of Federal law.  Individuals in violation may be subject to fines, disciplinary actions or both (P.L. 93-579).
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[bookmark: _Toc184901465]Attachment 8 - Personnel Security Clearance Level (PCL)

Only fill out if requested within Topic Call.

Personnel Security Clearance Information (Template)



		Full Name 

(Last, First Middle)

		Current Employer

		DOB

		POB

		SSN

		Type of Investigation/

Date

		SCI Eligibility Date

		Status of SCI

		Govt. Sponsor



		YYYYYY, Jane Ann

		XYZ Company

		05/06/1970

		Washington, DC

		666-66-2345

		SSBI-PR

		01/20/2009

		01/25/2009

		Briefed

		DIA



		XXXXX, John Henry

		BBB Company

		02/01/1981

		San Diego, CA

		777-77-7890

		SSBI

		07/26/2001

		08/30/2011

		Debriefed

		NGA



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		





Note:  This document contains personally identifiable information and is for official use only.  Unauthorized dissemination or use of personally identifiable information is a violation of Federal law.  Individuals in violation may be subject to fines, disciplinary actions or both (P.L. 93-579)
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Contract 


Period


Milestone 


#


Milestone DescriptionSeverable / CumulativeCompletion Criteria


Expected 


Completion


Value


Cumulative 


Value


1Severable


Base Period, 


Month 2


-$             


2Severable


Base Period, 


Month 3


-$             


3


Cumulative


Dependent on Milestone 1


Base Period, 


Month 5


-$             


4Severable


Base Period, 


Month 6


-$             


5


Cumulative


Dependent on Milestone 4


Base Period, 


Month 8


-$             


6


Cumulative


Dependent on Milestone 3


Base Period, 


Month 9


-$             


7Cumulative Dependent on Milestones 1-6


Base Period, 


Month 11


8Cumulative Dependent on Milestones 1-7


Base Period,


Final Month


-$             


9Cumulative Dependent on Milestones 1-8


Option Period 1, 


Month 3


-$             


10Cumulative Dependent on Milestone 9


Option Period 1, 


Month 4


-$             


11Cumulative Dependent on Milestones 1-10


Option Period 1, 


Month 5


-$             


Base


OY1




image2.emf

0001


R&D Labor


0002


Equipment


0003


Travel


1001


R&D Labor


1002


Equipment


1003


Travel


Total


Direct Labor$$$


Fringe$$$


Overhead$$$


Subcontractors$$$


Equipment$$$


Travel$$$


Material & Handling$$$$$$$


G&A$$$$$$$


Total Cost$$$$$$$


FCCOM$$$$$$$


Profit$$$


Total Price$$$$$$$


BaseOption Period 1


Base TotalOption Period 1 Total
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[bookmark: _Toc137728032][bookmark: _Hlk121225941][bookmark: _Hlk140667982]Appendix 05 – Grants and Cooperative Agreements Proposal Preparation & Submission Instructions

The following is supplemental information to the BIG-ST BAA General Solicitation Section 4.5.2







Change History

*Changes are highlighted in yellow throughout this document.



		Date

		Section

		Description



		12/20/2024



		Section 4.5.2.4, (2)(c) 

		Updated table in reference to removal of one attachment (PSPP) and re-numbering of FCL and PCL attachment



		

		Section 4.5.2.4, (2)(c), Volume 4, Research and Technology Protection

		Renamed Section to ‘Research and Technology Protection’ 

· Added subsection Common Disclosure Forms (applicable to Fundamental Research)

· Removed subsection ‘Controlled Unclassified Information (CUI)’ and ‘Classified Submissions and Topics’



		

		Section 4.5.2.5

		Removed Section 4.5.2.5 Grants and Cooperative Agreements Due Diligence and Research Security Program Requirements

· Information was moved to file entitled “Research and Technology Protection_BIG-ST BAA”



		

		Section 4.5.2.6

		Section Intellectual Property was renumbered to Section 4.5.2.5
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[bookmark: _Toc184903675]Proposal Preparation and Submission Information for Grants and Cooperative Agreements

Grants.gov is the mandatory submission portal for grant and cooperative agreement proposals. Grants.gov registration must be completed prior to application through this process. 

Carefully follow the NGA submission instructions provided with the solicitation application package on Grants.gov. Note: Grants.gov does not accept zipped or encrypted proposals.

Specific forms are required for submission of a proposal via Grants.gov. The forms are contained in the Application Package available through the Grants.gov application process.  

[bookmark: _Toc184903676]Application Process

Grants.gov applicants can apply online using Workspace. Workspace is a shared, online environment where members of a grant team may simultaneously access and edit different web forms within an application. For each funding opportunity announcement (FOA), you can create individual instances of a workspace. Below is an overview for applying on Grants.gov. For access to complete instructions on how to apply for opportunities, refer to the resources on Grants.gov: 

1. Proposers must create a Workspace: Creating a workspace allows you to then complete it online and route it through your organization for review before submitting. 


2. Complete a Workspace: Add participants to the workspace to work on the application together, complete all the required forms online or by downloading PDF versions, and check for errors before submission. The Workspace progress bar will display the state of your application process. As you apply using Workspace, you may click the blue question mark icon near the upper-right corner of each page to access context-sensitive help. 


a. Mandatory Fields in Forms: In the forms, you will note fields marked with an asterisk and a different background color. These fields are mandatory fields that must be completed to successfully submit your application. 


b. Complete SF-424 Fields First: The forms are designed to fill in common required fields across other forms, such as the applicant name, address, and Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) number. Once it is completed, the information will transfer to the other forms.



3. Submit a Workspace: An application may be submitted through workspace by clicking the Sign and Submit button on the Manage Workspace page, under the Forms tab. Grants.gov recommends submitting your application package at least 24-48 hours prior to the close date to provide you with time to correct any potential technical issues that may disrupt the application submission. 



4. Track a Workspace Submission: After successfully submitting a workspace application, a Grants.gov Tracking Number (GRANTXXXXXXXX) is automatically assigned to the application. The number will be listed on the Confirmation page that is generated after submission. Using the tracking number, access the Track My Application page under the Applicants tab or the Details tab in the submitted workspace. 



Applicant Support: Grants.gov provides applicants 24/7 support via the toll-free number 1-800-518-4726 and email at support@grants.gov. For questions related to the specific grant opportunity, contact the number listed in the application package of the grant you are applying for. 



If you are experiencing difficulties with your submission, it is best to call the Grants.gov Support Center and get a ticket number. The Support Center ticket number will assist the NGA with tracking your issue and understanding background information on the issue.

[bookmark: _Toc184903677]Timely Receipt Requirements and Proof of Timely Submission 

Online Submission. All applications must be received by the date and time specified by NGA. Proof of timely submission is automatically recorded by Grants.gov. An electronic date/time stamp is generated within the system when the application is successfully received by Grants.gov. The applicant with the Authorized Organization Representative (AOR) role, who submitted the application, will receive an acknowledgement of receipt and a tracking number (GRANTXXXXXXXX) from Grants.gov with the successful transmission of their application. This applicant with the AOR role will also receive the official date/time stamp and Grants.gov Tracking number in an email, serving as proof of their timely submission.

When NGA successfully retrieves the application from Grants.gov, and acknowledges the download of submissions, Grants.gov will provide an electronic acknowledgment of receipt of the application to the email address of the applicant with the AOR role who submitted the application. Again, proof of timely submission shall be the official date and time that Grants.gov receives your application. Applications received by Grants.gov after the established due date for the program will be considered late and will not be considered for funding by NGA.



Proposers shall provide a courtesy copy of their complete Grants.gov submission to the email specified in the Topic Call.

[bookmark: _Toc140716103][bookmark: _Toc140716131][bookmark: _Toc140716151][bookmark: _Toc140716178][bookmark: _Toc184903678]Content and Format

The proposal shall stand on its own merit. Only information provided in the proposal will be used in the evaluation process leading to an award. The proposal should provide straightforward and concise descriptions of proposed work.



Do not use acronyms or abbreviations without defining acronyms and abbreviations at the first use; place the abbreviation in parenthesis immediately following the phrase.  This provides the definition for each subsequent reuse.



The proposal shall be signed by the authorized institutional representative. If the electronic version of the proposal does not include a signature from the appropriate representative of the proposer, the Government Contracting Officer may determine the proposal to be non-conforming.

[bookmark: _Toc184903679]Forms

Proposers must complete the mandatory forms in accordance with the instructions on the forms and the additional instructions below.



Files attached to the forms must be in Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF) and searchable, unless otherwise specified in this announcement. 



The Application Package Template entitled “BIG-ST BAA (HM047623BAA0001) Application Package Template” can be found under the ‘PACKAGE’ tab of the BIG-ST BAA Solicitation on Grants.gov. 



[bookmark: _Hlk153165976]The following is a list of the forms:



(1) Form SF-424 (Research & Related (R&R)): Application for Federal Assistance (Mandatory)

(2) Research & Related Other Project Information (Mandatory)

(3) Research and Related Senior/Key Person Profile (Expanded) (Mandatory)

(4) Research & Related Personal Data (Mandatory)

(5) Research & Related Budget (Mandatory)

(6) Form SF-LLL: Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (if applicable)



Detailed instructions on how to fill out the above listed forms follow in the following sections.




[bookmark: _Toc184903680](1) Form SF-424 (R&R): Application for Federal Assistance  – Mandatory

Complete this form first to populate data in other forms. Complete all the required fields in accordance with the pop-up instructions on the form.

The SF-424 is to be used as the cover page for all proposals. Authorized Organization Representative (AOR) usernames and passwords serve as “electronic signatures” when your organization submits applications through Grants.gov.  By using the SF 424 (R&R), Applicants are providing the certification required by 32 CFR Part 28 regarding lobbying. The SF 424 shall be fully completed.  Block 11, “Descriptive Title of Applicant’s Project,” shall reference the research topic area(s) being addressed in the effort by identifying the specific paragraph from an amendment of this BAA (one or more of the technical “domains”)

[bookmark: _Toc184903681](2) Research & Related Other Project Information – Mandatory

Complete questions 1 through 6.



Abstract (Field 7 on the Form)

The Abstract is a single page that identifies the research problem; technical approaches; anticipated outcome of the research, if successful; and impact on NGA’s capabilities. It identifies the Principal Investigator, the institution and other institutions involved in the team, if any, and the proposal title.



Do not include proprietary or confidential information. The project abstract must be marked by the applicant as “Approved for Public Release”. Abstracts of all funded projects will be posted on the public Defense Technical Information Center (DTIC) website at: https://dodgrantawards.dtic.mil/grants



Project Narrative (Field 8 on the Form)



Attach the following to Field 8 of the SF-424 (R & R) - Other Project Information Form:

Proposers shall use the Proposal Template in Appendix 2, which is made up of a BIG-ST BAA proposal submission coversheet, table of contents and 4 proposal volumes.

Please note that Volume 2 & 3 and Attachment 1,2,3,4,5 of the Proposal Template do not apply to Grants and Cooperative Agreements. These Volumes and Attachments are replaced by the R&R forms mentioned in this document.

This template includes detailed instructions on required proposal volume information. Proposers are prohibited from altering any of the settings in this template (i.e. font, font size, line spacing, margins). Graphics/illustrations are allowed and are not subject to the format restrictions. Tables are allowed but are subject to the format restrictions.

Any proposal that does not utilize the required template at Appendix 2 will not be reviewed and will not be considered for award.

		Reference

		Description

		Format

		Page limit



		Cover Page

		See template in Appendix 2

(Digital signature required)

		PDF

		N/A



		Table of Contents

		See template in Appendix 2

		PDF

		N/A



		Volume 1

		TECHNICAL/ MANAGEMENT

		Adobe PDF

		20 pages if not specified in Topic

Bibliography:2 pages (not incl. in page count) 

Relevant Papers: max. 3 papers on 10 pages total (not incl. in page count)

Resumes: max. 2 resumes (one shall be of PI; not incl. in page count)





		Attachment 1

		Statement of Work (SOW)

		Adobe PDF

		These Volumes and Attachments are not applicable to grants & cooperative agreements because they are replaced by the referenced mandatory R&R forms in this document.



		Volume 2

		COST/PRICE

		Adobe PDF 

		



		Attachment 2

		Cost/Price Breakout

		Excel

		



		Volume 3

		Administrative & National Policy Requirements

		Adobe PDF

		



		Attachment 3

		Subcontracting Plan

		Adobe PDF

		



		Attachment 4

		Data Rights Assertion Table

(Digital signature required)

		Adobe PDF

		



		Attachment 5

		Organizational Conflict of Interest (OCI) Form

(Digital signature required)

		

Adobe PDF



		



		Volume 4

		SECURITY 

(Instructions at Topic Level)

		Adobe PDF

		None



		Attachment 6

		Acquisition Security Review (ASR) Questionnaire – 

Lists Contractor and Subcontractor information

(Instructions at Topic Level)

		Adobe PDF

		None



		Attachment 7

		Facility Clearance Level (FCL) 

(Instructions at Topic Level)

		Adobe PDF

		None



		Attachment 8

		Personnel Security Clearance Level (PCL)

 (Instructions at Topic Level)

		Adobe PDF

		None









FILE NAMING CONVENTION



Proposers shall submit each proposal volume and attachment as a separate file in accordance with (IAW) the structure laid out above. 



These files shall be attached to Field 8 of the SF-424 (R & R) - Other Project Information Form.

	

Files shall be labeled by the following naming convention (Short Version of Proposer Name + Topic Number + Volume or Attachment Number):

 

Proposer Name_T#_Vol #

Proposer Name_T#_Att #





Volume 1 -Technical/Management

The detailed proposal portion of Volume 1, including any appendices, tables, or figures, shall be no greater than twenty (20) pages in length, unless otherwise specified within the topic call instructions. Reviewers will not review any pages beyond the 20-page limit. The information required within this volume is listed within the proposal template.

All NGA research grant and cooperative agreement Principal Investigators (PIs) are required to attend and present at the annual ODNI hosted three/four-day Intelligence Community Academic Research Symposium (ICARS), held generally in the Washington, DC, area during September.



Volume 4 - SECURITY 

Research and Technology Protection

Common Disclosure Forms (applicable to Fundamental Research)

[bookmark: _Hlk184216270]Awards which cover fundamental research (see definition in Appendix 6) funded by the Department of Defense (DoD), regardless of award instrument or type of proposing entity, are required to submit certified Common Disclosure Forms for each covered individual (see Appendix 6 for definition) in accordance with “Countering Unwanted Foreign Influence in Department-Funded Research at Institutions of Higher Education”, dated 29 June 2023.

The Common Disclosure Forms shall only be submitted upon NGA’s request after proposal selection.

Proposers will not submit them with their initial proposal package. Instead, NGA will first complete the scientific review process and select the proposals that will be funded. 

NGA will request these forms from proposers whose proposals were selected for funding; the ‘Research and Technology Protection’ attachment provides the link to the two Common Disclosure Forms. (Separate File posted with this BAA General solicitation on SAM.gov and Grants.gov.)




[bookmark: _Toc184903682](3) Research and Related Senior/Key Person Profile (Expanded) – Mandatory

To evaluate compliance with Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (20 U.S.C. § 1681 et.seq.), the Department of Defense (DoD) is collecting certain demographic and career information to assess the success rates of women who are proposed for key roles in applications in science, technology, engineering or mathematics (STEM) disciplines. In addition, the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for FY 2019, Section 1286, directs the Secretary of Defense to protect intellectual property, controlled information, key personnel, and information about critical technologies relevant to national security and limit undue influence, including foreign talent programs by countries that desire to exploit United States’ technology within the DoD research, science and technology, and innovation enterprise.

The Research and Related Senior/Key Person Profile (Expanded) form, available on the Grants.gov website, will be used to collect the above data, and the following information for all senior/key personnel, including Project Director/Principal Investigator and Co-Project Director/Co-Principal Investigator, whether or not the individuals' efforts under the project are to be funded by the DoD:

· Degree Type and Degree Year fields as the source for career information.

· A list of all current projects the individual is working on, in addition to any future support the individual has applied to receive, regardless of the source. 

· Title and objectives of the other research projects. 

· The percentage per year to be devoted to the other projects. 

· The total amount of support the individual is receiving in connection to each of the other research projects, or will receive if other proposals are awarded. 

· Name and address of the agencies and/or other parties supporting the other research projects.

· Period of performance for the other research projects. 



Additional senior/key persons can be added by selecting the “Next Person” button at the bottom of the form. Note that, although applications without this information completed may pass Grants.gov edit checks, if NGA receives an application without the required information, NGA may determine that the application is incomplete and may cause your submission to be rejected and eliminated from further review and consideration under the BAA. NGA reserves the right to request further details from the applicant before making a final determination on funding the effort.

The research team resumes should be attached to the R&R Senior/Key Person (Expanded) form under the “biographical sketch” section.
The offeror shall provide a resume/CV of no more than two pages for each of the key researchers who plan to contribute to the project, regardless of whether they will charge time to the project. Each resume should contain at least the following information: 

Qualifications. Provide typical curriculum vitae information. 


 Relevant Accomplishments. Provide a summary of accomplishments (“track record”) in the same research topic area, or a closely related area, as the proposed research. 



[bookmark: _Toc184903683](4) Research & Related Personal Data – Mandatory

This form will be used by DoD as the source of demographic information, such as gender, race, ethnicity, and disability information for the Project Director/Principal Investigator and all other persons identified as Co-Project Director(s)/Co-Principal Investigator(s). Each application must include this form with the name fields of the Project Director/Principal Investigator and any Co-Project Director(s)/Co-Principal Investigator(s) completed; however, provision of the demographic information in the form is voluntary. If completing the form for multiple individuals, each Co-Project Director/Co-Principal Investigator can be added by selecting the “Next Person” button. The demographic information, if provided, will be used for statistical purposes only and will not be made available to merit reviewers. Applicants who do not wish to provide some or all of the information should check or select the “Do not wish to provide” option.



[bookmark: _Toc184903684](5) Research & Related Budget - Mandatory 

Research and Related Budget shall include all financial aspects of the proposed research.

There is no page limit for the Research Costs (Itemized Budget) section of the proposal. Cost estimates should include sufficient detail for meaningful evaluation, including cost details for proposed sub-awards. For proposal purposes, the offeror should propose a start date. The cost proposal must include the total cost of the project as well as a breakdown of the amount(s) by source(s) of funding, e.g., funds requested from NGA, other Government funding, and institutional funds to be provided as cost sharing. Costs should be broken down for each year of the program and shown by cost element for each year. Cost elements, total costs for each year of the base period and each cost element, and totals for each proposed optional follow-on year, if any, shall be provided. 

Costs for entertainment, amusement, diversion and social activities and any costs directly associated with such activities are unallowable in accordance with OMB 2 CFR Part 220 (formerly Circular A-21). NGA will not provide funding for direct reimbursement of proposal development costs.

The annual budget should be driven by program requirements, and the funding breakdown shall correspond to the proposed research plan that was provided as part of the Research and Related Other Project Information Form. This section shall include statements as to the basis of estimate for all proposed costs. Cost elements should include, but are not limited to, the following:



1. Direct labor. Individual labor categories or persons, with associated labor hours and unburdened direct labor rates. Provide escalation rates for out years. Include all personnel who will charge time to the project (i.e., the Principal Investigator, other faculty, institutional staff, graduate and undergraduate students) as well as their commensurate salaries and benefits. Proposers shall provide supporting documents in PDF for the current salaries of key personnel and authorization of student salaries. Salaries of administrative and clerical staff are normally indirect costs included in indirect cost rates, but direct charging of these costs may be appropriate when a major project requires administrative or clerical support significantly greater than normal, routine levels of support. Budgets proposing direct charging of administrative or clerical salaries must be supported by budget justifications that adequately describe the major projects, and the administrative and/or clerical work to be performed.  


2. Equipment. Equipment is normally furnished by the Recipient. Allowable equipment will ordinarily be limited to specialized equipment that is not already available for the conduct of the work. If acquisition of equipment is proposed, a justification for the purchase of the items must be provided, and the costs of equipment must be broken down in sufficient detail for evaluation. Provide an itemized list of all equipment costs and the basis for the estimate, e.g., quotes, prior purchases, catalog price lists. Proposers shall provide supporting documents in PDF for cumulative proposed equipment cost above $5,000. General purpose equipment (i.e., equipment not used exclusively for research, scientific or other technical activities, such as personal computers, office equipment and furnishings) is not eligible for support and should not be requested, unless it will be used primarily or exclusively for the project. For computer/laptop purchases and other general-purpose equipment, if proposed, include a statement indicating how each item of equipment will be integrated into the program, or used as an integral part of the research effort. Equipment costs should be budgeted primarily during the first year. 


3. Travel. The proposed travel cost should include the following for each trip: the purpose of the trip, origin and destination if known, approximate duration, and the number of travelers. The estimated cost per trip must be justified, based on the organization’s historical average cost per trip or another reasonable basis. Such estimates and the resultant costs claimed must conform to the applicable federal cost principles. 

Travel costs will include travel for required attendance at the annual, three-four-day ODNI hosted Intelligence Community Academic Research Symposium (ICARS). ODNI hosts an ICARS around September of every year.



4. Other direct costs. Provide an itemized list of all other proposed other direct costs, such as Graduate Assistant tuition; materials and supplies; publication, documentation and dissemination costs; computer services; and communication costs not included in overhead; and provide the basis for the estimate, e.g., quotes, prior purchases, catalog price lists. For consultant services, provide a breakdown of the consultant's hours, the hourly rate proposed, any other proposed consultant costs, a copy of the signed Consulting Agreement or other documentation supporting the proposed consultant rate/cost, and a copy of the consultant's proposed statement of work if it is not already separately identified in the prime contractor's proposal. 



5. Sub-awards. Provide a description of the work to be performed by the sub-recipients. For each sub-award, a detailed cost proposal is required to be included in the principal investigator's cost proposal. Fee/profit is unallowable. (SF-424 (R & R) Sub-award Budget Attachment(s), included as an optional form in the application package template, shall be completed if sub-awards are included in the proposal.) 



6. Fringe benefits and indirect costs (i.e., Facilities and Administrative Costs, Overhead, G&A). The proposal should show the rates and calculation of the costs for each rate category. If the rates have been approved or negotiated by a Government agency, provide a PDF copy of the memorandum/agreement. If the rates have not been approved or negotiated, provide sufficient detail to determine whether the costs are allowable, allocated to the proper cost pool, and reasonable based on their allocation. Also include documentation describing how the rates were calculated. Additional information may be requested, if needed. If composite rates are used, provide the calculations (in excel) used in deriving the composite rates. 


7. Fee/Profit. Fee/profit is unallowable.

 





[bookmark: _Toc184903685](6) Form SF-LLL: Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (if applicable) 

If a proposer has lobbying activities to disclose per 31 U.S. Code § 1352, they shall complete Form SF-LLL, included as an optional form in the application package, and submit it along with the other Grants.gov application forms, as an attachment to block 18 to the SF 424 (R&R) form. 

Grant awards greater than $100,000.00 require a certification of compliance with a national policy mandate concerning lobbying. Statutes and Government-wide regulations require the certification to be submitted prior to award. When submitting your grant proposal through Grants.gov, by completing Form SF-LLL and attaching it to blocks 18 of the SF 424 (R&R) form, the grant applicant is providing the certification on lobbying required by 32 CFR Part 28; otherwise a copy signed by the AOR shall be provided. Below is the required certification:

32 CFR Appendix A to Part 28 – Certification Regarding Lobbying: Certification for Contracts, Grants, Loans, and Cooperative Agreements. The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

(1) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of an agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.

(2) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit SF-LLL, "Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying," in accordance with its instructions.

(3) The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents for all sub-awards at all tiers (including subcontracts, sub-grants, and contracts under grants, loans, and cooperative agreements) and that all sub-recipients shall certify and disclose accordingly.

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was made or entered into. Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction imposed by 31 U.S. Code § 1352. Any person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000.00 and not more than $100,000.00 for each such failure.

In accordance with Continuing Appropriations Act, 2017 (Pub. L. 114-223), or any other Act that extends the same prohibitions as contained in section 743, division E, title VII, of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2016 (Pub. L. 114-113), none of the funds appropriated or otherwise made available by that or any other Act may be made available for a grant or cooperative agreement with an entity that requires its employees or contractors seeking to report fraud, waste, or abuse to sign internal confidentiality agreements or statements prohibiting or otherwise restricting those employees or contractors from lawfully reporting that waste, fraud, or abuse to a designated investigative or law enforcement representative of a Federal department or agency authorized to receive the information.

[bookmark: _Toc140716106][bookmark: _Toc140716134][bookmark: _Toc140716160][bookmark: _Toc140716187][bookmark: CurrentCursorPosition][bookmark: _Toc184903686]Intellectual Property

Intellectual property and data rights for concepts, research findings and developed products under this Broad Agency Announcement will vary due to topic, security protection requirements, and final negotiated contract vehicle type.  Proposers should note that the Government will not own the intellectual property, including technical data/computer software, developed under this BAA. Instead, NGA, as a DoD Component, does reserve a royalty-free, nonexclusive and irrevocable right to reproduce, publish, or otherwise use the work for Federal purposes, and to authorize others to do so as well. In addition, as allowed by 35 U.S. Code 202, NGA may determine that it is best to restrict or eliminate the right to retain title on any subject invention funded under this BAA to protect the security of such activities due to U.S. export control laws, Government furnished information, or security classification.

For Grants and Cooperative Agreements, the intent is to fund fundamental research or develop products for the public good and as such, the Government does not seek unlimited rights or an exclusive license for this research except for restrictions above.
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