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NOFO No. 72066322RFA00006
USAID Civic Engagement Activity
AMENDMENT NO. 0001 – Questions and Answers


Office of Acquisition and Assistance


Date RFA Issued: 				August 11, 2022
Closing Date: 					September 28, 2022, 16:00 Addis Time 
Date Amendment No. 0001 Issued:  		September 14, 2022


REFERENCE: 	AMENDMENT NO. 0001 TO NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY (NOFO) NUMBER 72066322RFA00006; CIVIC ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITY

Ladies/Gentlemen: 

The United States Government (“USG”), represented by the U.S. Agency for International Development Mission in Ethiopia (“USAID/Ethiopia”) hereby amends the above-referenced NOFO.  The purpose of this amendment is to: 


1. Provide answers to questions submitted in response to the NOFO.  The answers provided are listed in Attachment No. 1 to this Amendment. 

Except as specifically amended herein, all terms and conditions of the NOFO remain unchanged. 

Thank you for your consideration of this USAID initiative.   


Sincerely, 

[image: ]
Admir Serifovic 				   	
Supervisory Agreement Officer   	


Attach.: Attachment No.1
              Attachment No. 2

ATTACHMENT NO. 1: QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]

SECTION A: PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
1. (Page 16, 7.13 Activity’s Targeted Setting) The solicitation indicates that the Activity will engage with civic actors in Addis Ababa and two alternatives `urban anchors” and provides a shortlist of candidates for urban anchor locations. It then indicates that “a final determination will be negotiated between USAID and the successful applicant.” Can USAID clarify: At the proposal stage, are applicants expected to select/propose two urban anchors from the shortlist? 

USAID/Ethiopia Response: Yes, applicants are expected to propose two urban anchors from the shortlisted cities or may propose other cities with concrete justification. USAID will consider the strategic significance, correlation to the anticipated results, and comparative advantage in promoting cross-sectoral and integrated programming with other USAID and non-USAID programs. The feasibility of the proposed management and cost efficiency to reach sizable strategic areas and contributions towards the anticipated results will be considered when determining the final list of geographic areas.
SECTION D: APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION
2. (Page 22, D.3 General Content and Form of Application) This section indicates that the prescribed page margins are 1.5 inches. We respectfully request that USAID apply the more commonly used 1-inch margin requirement. 

USAID/Ethiopia Response: Yes, USAID/Ethiopia will allow applicants to use 1” margin requirement. 
3. (Page 22, D.3 General Content and Form of Application) If USAID prefers to keep the 1.5-inch margin requirement, we respectfully request a correlating increase (e.g., 20%) in the Technical Application Body’s current 20-page limit (excluding annexes) to account for the reduced space on pages for narrative.

USAID/Ethiopia Response: USAID/Ethiopia is now allowing applicants to use 1” margin requirement. Therefore, there is no increase in the Technical Application page limit. 
4. (Page 23, D.5 Technical Application Format) We respectfully request the inclusion of an Acronym List that is not part of the page limitation. 

USAID/Ethiopia Response: USAID/Ethiopia confirms that the “Acronym List” is excluded from the page limit (20-page technical application). 
5. (Page 24, D.5 Management and Staffing Approach) This section requires that resumes/CVs should include three recent references, along with an email address and phone number for each reference. Could USAID please confirm that these references can be included on an additional page separate from the three-page limit for the resumes?

USAID/Ethiopia Response: No separate page is allowed. Please include the references in the three-page limit. 
6. (Page 26, D.6 Required Certifications and Assurances) This section requests the inclusion of the “Certifications, Assurances, Representations, and Other Statements of the Recipient” ADS 303mav document, however, the link provided provides a webpage that reads “The requested page could not be found.” We respectfully request that USAID correct the linked URL to ensure that the correct document is submitted. 

USAID/Ethiopia Response: The correct link can be found here:
 https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/forms/sf-424-family.html
7. Would USAID consider revising the NOFO to specify who will be expected to present for the second stage oral presentation (e.g., only key personnel or others)?

USAID/Ethiopia Response:  Apparently successful applicants will be asked to submit a full application to present during oral presentations.  USAID anticipates that proposed key personnel would lead the oral presentation, but applicants may consider having other program staff  included in the presentation if      the applicant deems them relevant.  
8. Would USAID kindly consider sending the content and procedure for the oral presentations to the invited offerors two weeks prior to the date of the presentations, rather than one week? Two weeks would better allow invited offerors to ensure key participants are able to take part in the presentation and be prepared. 
USAID/Ethiopia Response: USAID/Ethiopia will send the content and procedure two weeks prior to the date of the oral presentations.
9. Could USAID please update the embedded links included in the first paragraph of Section A. 7.3 Technical Approach, page 9 of the NOFO? The links provided for “what is already working”, “best fit”, and “approaches” do not work. 

USAID/Ethiopia Response: 
Below is link for “best fit”:
https://odi.org/en/publications/from-best-practice-to-best-fit-understanding-and-navigating-wicked-problems-in-international-development/
Below is link for “What is already working”:
https://frompoverty.oxfam.org.uk/why-positive-deviance-could-be-the-answer-to-working-in-complex-messy-places-like-papua-new-guinea/
Below is link “best practice approaches”:
https://www.academia.edu/18145324/From_best_practice_to_best_fit_Understanding_and_navigating_wicked_problems_in_international_development
10. In Section D.3, the NOFO states to use 1.5” margins. Could USAID please reconsider the margins requirements to be 1”?  

USAID/Ethiopia Response: Yes, USAID/Ethiopia will allow applicants to use 1” margin requirement. 
11. As part of Section D.5 Technical Application Format, may offerors include an acronyms/abbreviations list that does not count toward the 20-page technical application body limit?

USAID/Ethiopia Response: Yes, Acronyms/abbreviations are excluded from the 20-page technical application body limit. 
12. RFA Reference: A.7.11, Page Number: 14, Relevant RFA Language: “The first six months following award will be an inception period”
RFA Reference: D.5.d.1, Page Number: 24, Relevant RFA Language: “The applicant should provide an illustrative first-year work plan in the form of a Gantt or similar type of chart that outlines planned activities and sequencing during the first year, with a special focus on maximizing the three-month inception period.”
Question: Section A.7.11 references a six-month inception period while Section D.5d.1 references a three-month inception period. Could USAID confirm that the inception period will be six months?
USAID/Ethiopia Response:  The inception period is a six-month period.
13. RFA Reference: A.7.11, Page Number: 14 - Relevant RFA Language: “At the end of six months, the Civic Engagement team will present a revised life-of-project design”

Question: Section A.7.11 references a “revised life-of-project design” as a deliverable following the inception period. Could USAID please clarify what the implementing partner will be required to include in this deliverable?
USAID/Ethiopia Response: As indicated Section A.7.11 on page 14, the refine-and-implement period (six months) is provided to follow up the recommended six review actions to develop revised program design documents for the duration of the activity. This gives the ability to review and revise the full technical and financial program documents, including all key components and the work plan, based on the findings from the inception period    
14. RFA Reference: D.3, Page Number: 20 - Relevant RFA Language: “Applications must be submitted in two separate parts: - the Technical Application and the Business (Cost) Application…The Technical application must address technical aspects only while the Business (Cost) Application must present the costs”
RFA Reference: D.3, Page Number: 21 - Relevant RFA Language: “Both the Technical and Business (Cost) Applications must include a cover page containing the following information…
Total USAID funds requested”

Question: The table on page 21 instructs applicant to include the total funds on the cover of both the Technical and Cost volumes. Given that technical and cost information must be submitted separately, could USAID please confirm that the total funds requested should be included only on the Cost volume cover (and not the Technical volume cover)?
USAID/Ethiopia Response: Yes, USAID/Ethiopia confirms that the total funds requested should be included only on the Cost volume cover and not on the technical volume cover.  
15. RFA Reference: D.3, Page Number: 22, Relevant RFA Language: Use standard 8 ½” x 11”, single sided, single-spaced, 11-point Times New Roman font, 1.5” margins, left justification and headers and/or footers on each page including consecutive page numbers, date of submission, and applicant’s name

Question: As is standard for most USAID solicitations, could USAID allow applicants to use 1” margins?
USAID/Ethiopia Response: Yes, USAID/Ethiopia will allow applicants to use 1” margin requirements. 
16. RFA Reference: D.3, Page Number: 22 - Relevant RFA Language: “10-point font can be used for graphs and charts. Tables, however, must comply with the 11-point Times New Roman requirement.”

Question: Could USAID confirm that applicants may use a 10-point font in text boxes?
USAID/Ethiopia Response: No, the font in text boxes must comply with the 11-point Times New Roman requirement. 
17. RFA Reference: D.3, Page Number: 22
Relevant RFA Language: “10-point font can be used for graphs and charts. Tables, however, must comply with the 11-point Times New Roman requirement.”
Question: Would USAID kindly allow applicants to use a font other than Times New Roman in tables?
USAID/Ethiopia Response: No, applicants are not allowed to use a font other than Times New Roman. 
18. RFA Reference: D.5.b, Page Number: 23
Question: For ease of reading, in addition to a Table of Contents, would USAID allow applicants to include a List of Acronyms that does not count against the 20-page limit?
USAID/Ethiopia Response: Yes, applicants are allowed to include a list of acronyms that does not count against the 20-page limit. 
19. RFA Reference: A.7.11, Page Number: 14 - Relevant RFA Language: “The first six months following award will be an inception period”
RFA Reference: D.5.d.1, Page Number: 24 - Relevant RFA Language: “The applicant should provide an illustrative first-year work plan in the form of a Gantt or similar type of chart that outlines planned activities and sequencing during the first year”
Question: Section D.5.d.1 asks for a one-year workplan in the form of a Gantt chart or similar as an annex. Given the inception period, activities in the second half of the Year 1 may be significantly changed, updated, and modified. Would the Mission allow applicants to submit a six-month work plan with the application followed by an annual work plan as an output/deliverable from the inception period? This has been an effective approach used by USAID missions on projects with inception periods.
USAID/Ethiopia Response: USAID expects that an illustrative first-year work plan could significantly change after the six-month inception period. This is well understood, but we still require that potential applicants provide an illustrative first-year work plan. This is important for USAID as we want to comprehend how applicants have grasped the proposed theory of change and identified contextually pertinent approaches, strategies, and interventions to attain the expected results. USAID wants potential applicants to propose a one-year illustrative road map in line with the program objectives. 
20. RFA Reference: D.5.d.3, Page Number: 25 - Relevant RFA Language: “The applicant should propose a preliminary MEL plan…”
RFA Reference: F.3.d, Page Number: 43 - Relevant RFA Language: “The Recipient must submit a draft life-of-project ME &L Plan with the application.”
Question a: Section F.3.d says that a life-of-project MEL Plan is due as part of the application. However, Section D does not request a life-of-project MEL Plan. Could USAID confirm that applicants are not required to submit a draft life-of-project MEL Plan at the time of the application?
USAID/Ethiopia Response: Please be informed that Section D.5 d.3, page number 25, describes the approach and related technical and contextual considerations the MEL plan should follow. But Section F.3.d, page number 43, clearly states the requirement to submit a draft life-of project MEL plan. USAID views   the MEL plan as one of the program design components; thus, a draft life-of-project MEL plan is required.
Question b: If a draft life-of-project MEL Plan is required with the application, would USAID allow applicants to place the full draft MEL Plan in an annex that does not count against the 20-page limit?
USAID/Ethiopia Response: Yes, USAID/Ethiopia will allow applicants to place the full draft MEL plan in an annex which does not count against the 20-page limit. 
21. RFA Reference: D.6.8 - Page Number: 31, Relevant RFA Language: “The applicant must provide information regarding its recent history of performance for all its cost-reimbursement contracts, grants, or cooperative agreements involving similar or related programs, not to exceed three (3) as follows.
The applicant must provide information regarding its recent history of performance for all its cost-reimbursement contracts, grants, or cooperative agreements involving similar or related programs, that have been awarded or completed in the last three years”
Question: Could USAID confirm that the History of Performance section should list a maximum of three relevant programs, as referenced in the first paragraph of section D.6.8?
USAID/Ethiopia Response: Yes, USAID confirms that the History of Performance section should provide a maximum of three past performance references specific to the prime contractor, as referenced in the first paragraph of section D.6.8. 
22. RFA Reference: D.6.9, Page Number: 32 -Relevant RFA Language: “The apparently successful applicant will be asked to provide a Branding Strategy and Marking Plan to be evaluated and approved by the Agreement Officer and incorporated into any resulting award.”
RFA Reference: F.3.e, Page Number: 44 - Relevant RFA Language: “The final version of Branding and Marking Plan will be due with the Application.”
Question: Section D states, “The apparently successful applicant will be asked to provide a Branding Strategy and Marking Plan to be evaluated and approved by the Agreement Officer and incorporated into any resulting award.” Could USAID please confirm that only the apparently successful applicant will provide a Branding Strategy and Marking Plan at the time of award (and that a Branding and Marking Plan is not due with the Application)?
USAID/Ethiopia Response: USAID/Ethiopia confirms that the Branding Strategy and Marking Plan is not due with the application. 
23. RFA Reference: E.2.a, Page Number: 39 - Relevant RFA Language: “1) Clarity of roles and responsibilities for each proposed key technical position and appropriateness of technical/professional experience qualifications”

Question: The evaluation criteria for Criterion 2 - Quality of Management and Staffing Approach state that USAID will evaluate the roles, responsibilities, and qualifications for each key technical position. Could USAID confirm that this criterion refers to only the designated key personnel positions (and not all technical positions)?
USAID/Ethiopia Response: Yes, this criterion only refers to the designated key personnel positions. 
24. NOFO page 16 section 7.13 states “Civic Engagement will engage with civic actors in Addis Ababa and two alternative growth pole cities and their rural hinterlands” Will USAID confirm if Applicants should propose preliminary regional hubs/alternative growth pole cities at this stage of the application?

USAID/Ethiopia Response: Yes, potential applicants are expected to propose or select two urban anchors from the shortlisted cities or may propose other cities with concrete justification. 
25. NOFO page 10 section 7.5 states Objective 1 is “Strengthen civic and community-based actors’ capacity to engage in policy analysis, advocacy, dialogue, and collective action for peaceful, democratic change” and Objective 2 is “Foster multi-stakeholder civic partnerships in support of inclusive dialogue, respect for human rights, and more effective, citizen-responsive, and accountable governance in Addis Ababa and select alternative growth poles”; Will USAID confirm that both Objective 1 and Objective 2 will be implemented in Addis Ababa and the same select alternative growth poles?

USAID/Ethiopia Response: The two proposed objectives are for the entire initiative, including the proposed geographic target areas. 
26. NOFO page 14 section 7.11 states “The first six months following award will be an inception period” and NOFO page 24 section d.1 states that Applicants must propose a work plan that has a “special focus on maximizing the three-month inception period”; Will USAID clarify the length of the inception period?

USAID/Ethiopia Response: The inception period is six months.
27. NOFO page 31 section 8 states “the applicant must provide information regarding its recent history of performance”; Will USAID confirm if Applicants can include additional PPRs for partner organizations that will play a major role in implementing the program?

USAID/Ethiopia Response: No, USAID confirms that the History of Performance section should provide a maximum of three past performance references specific to the prime contractor, as referenced in the first paragraph of section D.6.8. 
28. Will USAID confirm that in its MEL approach, Applicants are not required to submit a full indicator table?

USAID/Ethiopia Response: Correct, full indicator submission is not required with the initial applications. The successful applicant will work with the USAID AOR to establish a full indicator table, as well as baseline data and performance targets for each indicator to finalize the plan.
29. NOFO page 25 section d.3 states “the applicant should propose preliminary metrics”; Will USAID confirm that it is seeking only select outcome indicators?

USAID/Ethiopia Response: At the initial stage, applicants are required to propose preliminary metrics and describe how they will track and measure progress against activity objectives. The intent is not to require applicants to submit full indicators at this stage; rather, the expectation is for potential applicants to show how they would measure anticipated changes and results at the activity objectives level. 
30. Will USAID confirm that Applicants can include a list of abbreviations and acronyms that will not be counted towards the page limit?  

USAID/Ethiopia Response: Yes, abbreviations and acronyms will not be counted toward the 20-page limit. 
31. NOFO page 22 section D.3 states that Applicants must “Use standard 8 ½” x 11”, single sided, single-spaced, 11-point Times New Roman font, 1.5” margins, left justification and headers and/or footers on each page including consecutive page numbers, date of submission, and applicant’s name.”
Will USAID please consider changing the margins to 1” instead of 1.5”?

USAID/Ethiopia Response: Yes, USAID/Ethiopia will allow applicants to use 1” margin requirement. 
32. Will USAID please consider removing the date of submission from the header and/or footer due to space limitations?

USAID/Ethiopia Response: No, please follow the RFA instruction. 
33. Section A (page 14) describes the “Refine and Implement Period” and states that the
first six months following award will be an inception period. However, Section D
(page 24) states that the first-year work plan should focus on maximizing the three-month inception period. Would USAID please clarify the length of the inception
period?

USAID/Ethiopia Response: The inception period is six months.
34. History of Performance (page 31) states: “The applicant must provide information
regarding its recent history of performance for all its cost-reimbursement contracts,
grants, or cooperative agreements involving similar or related programs, not to
exceed three (3) as follows.” Would USAID confirm that applicants are to provide
history of performance information for no more than three recent contracts, grants, or
cooperative agreements involving similar or related programs?

USAID/Ethiopia Response: USAID confirms that the History of Performance section should provide a maximum of three past performance references specific to the prime contractor, as referenced in the first paragraph of section D.6.8. 
35. Can applicants submit additional history of performance information for sub awardees beyond the three required for the prime applicant?
USAID/Ethiopia Response: No, USAID confirms that the History of Performance section should provide a maximum of three past performance references specific to the prime contractor, as referenced in the first paragraph of section D.6.8. 
36. Section D.3 (page 22) requires that applications comply with 1.5” margins. We note that this is a non-standard margin size for USAID proposals. Would USAID please consider allowing for standard 1” margins?
USAID/Ethiopia Response: Yes, USAID/Ethiopia will allow applicants to use 1” margin requirements. 

37. Due to the instability of the country we stop the program support to those woredas now but only support professional advice to them

USAID/Ethiopia Response:  Security issues will be considered in the final determination of geographic target setting at all stages of program implementation.
38. After agreeing if we face conflicts or impact of gov. officials on one woreda can we change our program to another woreda

USAID/Ethiopia Response: USAID acknowledges the potential security concerns and will be flexible to considering changes as appropriate based on evidence and the risk anticipated and encountered.
39. The application format is not active now how can we get it?
USAID/Ethiopia Response: The application format and required content can be found in Section D of the NOFO. The applications must be submitted by email as detailed in D.4 of the NOFO.
40. When we apply could we attach the first draft or only we forward TEYM address?

USAID/Ethiopia Response: This NOFO is a Request for Application; applicants are required to submit a final application.  All submissions will be considered to be final upon receipt by USAID. 
41. Our program has to do with an immersive language and culture-teaching environment.
So the program mostly pertains to equipping citizens with the awareness to enter into a different ethnic culture and break down perceived barriers to facilitate trade and dialogue. By the sound of it, does this concept qualify to apply?  
USAID/Ethiopia Response: USAID values and promotes inclusion of diverse stakeholders in programming. Eligibility for this award is not restricted. Please refer to NOFO      cover page 1st paragraph. 

42. Would you also please clarify the following for us?
Section A, Paragraph 7:13 -Based on this section, is our understanding correct that the applicant has to work in and with the cities in the short list? Will projects focused on other cities disqualify the applicant?  
USAID/Ethiopia Response: 
Yes,      applicants are expected to propose two urban anchors from the shortlisted cities or may propose other cities with concrete justification. USAID will consider the strategic significance, correlation to the anticipated results, and comparative advantage in promoting cross-sectoral and integrated programming with other USAID and non-USAID programs. The feasibility of the proposed management and cost efficiency to reach sizable strategic areas and contributions towards the anticipated results will be considered when determining the final list of geographic areas.
43. Section B, Paragraph 3.4 - If the applicant's Civic Engagement program involves building structures to conduct the activities that will result in the stated objectives in this NOFO, would the program not qualify for the funds?  

USAID/Ethiopia Response: As clearly stated in this section, physical construction is not allowed. But strengthening and building communities and social structures are anticipated and encouraged.
44. Would USAID consider allowing for the preliminary metrics (Section d.3 on page 25) to be included in an annex?

USAID/Ethiopia Response: At this stage, full indicator tables are not required. Applicants must summarize their preliminary metrics and methodologies for measuring activity objectives, anticipated changes and results under the MEL section within the technical proposal page limit.
45. Does USAID have a target percentage (or amount) of the total award that is expected to be disbursed to local organizations?

USAID/Ethiopia Response: This is expected to be proposed by applicants. USAID will review and approve based on the program objectives.
46. Could USAID please provide a copy of the latest Local Compensation Plan?

USAID/Ethiopia Response: Please refer USAID/Ethiopia response for question No. 62 of this amendment.  
47. Will USAID evaluate Quality of Management and Staffing Approach (Criterion 2 of the Merit Review Criterion) based on the key personnel proposed or the job description of key personnel positions?

USAID/Ethiopia Response: The factors that are included under criterion 2, page 39 will be used to evaluate the Quality of Management and Staffing Approach. Please refer to this page for more information.
48. Could USAID confirm that offerors only need to propose key personnel for the Chief of Party and Deputy Chief of Party positions and that no other key personnel are required to be proposed at this time.

USAID/Ethiopia Response: Applicants are required to maintain the key personnel positions included in the RFA. Applicants may also propose other positions as key personnel as considered important, up to a total of five key personnel. USAID retains the right to review and determine in consultation with the successful awardee(s) which positions will be designated as key personnel in the final award. Please note that there is a maximum number of five key personnel positions that may be proposed. 
49. Page 14 and 15 of the NOFO outline a 6 month “refine and implement” period while page 24 references a 3-month inception period. Could USAID please clarify if these are the same and the length of this first phase of the activity?
USAID/Ethiopia Response: The inception period is a six-month period.
50. Page 15 of the NOFO states, “The Recipient must include geographic data collection, analysis, and submission methods in the CLA/MEL Plan and Work Plans as separate sections.” Is this in reference to the CLA/MEL Plan and Work Plan submitted as part of the proposal application or in reference to the CLA/MEL Plan and Work Plan submitted during the Refine and Implement period?
USAID/Ethiopia Response: This is in reference to the CLA/MEL Plan and Work plan submitted as part of the proposed application.
51. Page 18 of the NOFO states that the recipient will submit a jointly developed ME&L Plan 90 days after award. Would USAID consider having the full ME&L Plan submitted at the end of the Refine and Implement period to ensure the ME&L Plan is linked to the revised life-of-project design and updated workplan submitted at that time?
USAID/Ethiopia Response: No, the full ME&L Plan is required to be submitted 90 days after the award. This is one of the requirements under a Cooperative Agreement that implies a level of "substantial involvement" by USAID (see ADS 303.3.11).
52. Page 22 of the NOFO indicates that applications must have 1.5” margins. As the technical application body is limited to 20 pages, would USAID please allow 1-inch margins, as is typical for most USAID submissions?
USAID/Ethiopia Response: Yes, USAID/Ethiopia will allow applicants to use 1” margin requirement. 
53. On Page 30 of the NOFO, where cost application requirements are listed, it goes from item (5) to item (7). Please confirm there is no item (6).
USAID/Ethiopia Response: Yes, USAID/Ethiopia confirms there is no item no. 6.
54. Page 31 of the NOFO indicates the applicant must provide “recent history of performance for all its cost-reimbursement contracts, grants, or cooperative agreements involving similar or related programs” while this section also says performance is “not to exceed three (3)” programs. Would USAID please clarify the number of past performance references required? Additionally, should the given number of references include performance history from the prime or prime and proposed sub-recipients?
USAID/Ethiopia Response: USAID confirms that the History of Performance section should provide a maximum of three past performance references specific to the prime contractor, as referenced in the first paragraph of section D.6.8. 
The given number of references refer to the Prime applicant to this NOFO. 
55. (Page 36, D.12 Special Award Requirement Relating to the Prohibition on Certain Telecommunication and Video Surveillance Services or Equipment (November 2020)) This requirement was revised in July 2022 and incorporated into the Mandatory Standard Provisions for US-NGO. We respectfully request that USAID update this requirement.

USAID/Ethiopia Response: Please refer attachment 2 - Change to this NOFO. 
56.	On page 53 of Annex 1 – Budget Formats, the Detailed Budget Template includes the following items under “Contractual”:
a.	Direct Program activities (including fixed-price, but not cost type, subcontracts). 
b.	Training
c.	MEL costs
d.	Consultants
e.	Subgrants 
Could USAID please confirm that applicants can add an additional sub-category to include the Cost Type Sub-contracts/Sub-agreements? 
USAID/Ethiopia Response: Yes, USAID/Ethiopia confirm that applicants to add an additional sub-category to include the Cost Type Sub-contracts/Sub-agreements. 
57. Regarding Section D.6 Business (Cost) Application Format - Please confirm that the Branding Strategy and Marking Plan are not required with the submission of the application.

USAID/Ethiopia Response: Correct, applicants are not required to submit a Branding and Marking plan with their applications. 
58. RFA Reference: D.6.2, Page Number: 26 - Relevant RFA Language: “The applicant must sign and submit the cost application using the SF-424 series.”
RFA Reference: D.6.4.ii.B, Page Number: 27 - Relevant RFA Language: “The types of costs should be organized based on the cost categories specified above in Section D.6 and Annex 1.”
RFA Reference: Annex 1, Page Number: 49-55
Question: Section D.6 states, “The applicant must sign and submit the cost application using the SF-424 series” as well as “The types of costs should be organized based on the cost categories specified above in Section D.6 and Annex 1.” However, the format for Annex 1 does not align with 424A budget categories. Annex 1 also makes several assumptions on how organizations categorize costs according to their indirect rates. Could USAID confirm that organizations should organize their summary and detailed budget to align with 424A budget categories?
USAID/Ethiopia Response: Applicants should follow Annex 1 of the NOFO to organize their budget categories. However, applicants can adjust budget categories as per their anticipated costs. 
59. Will USAID clarify whether Applicants must comply with the detailed budget template and all of its cost categories?

USAID/Ethiopia Response: Yes, applicants use the budget template indicated as Annex 1 of the NOFO to organizations their summary and detailed budget. However, applicants can adjust budget category as per their anticipated cost. 
60. Will USAID please confirm that Applicants should include costs of direct program activities that are not contractual in Other Direct Costs? If so, will USAID please confirm that applicants can add a subcategory called “direct program activities” to the Other Direct Costs category in the budget template in Annex 1 to account for these costs?

USAID/Ethiopia Response: Yes, USAID/Ethiopia confirms applicants can add a subcategory as per their anticipated cost in the budget template indicated as Annex 1 of the NOFO. 
61. In its budget template included in Annex 1, USAID indicates that Applicants should include fixed price contracts but exclude cost type subcontracts from the direct program activities subcategory in the contractual cost category. Could USAID please provide guidance where applicants should include the costs for cost type subcontracts?

USAID/Ethiopia Response: USAID/Ethiopia confirms applicants can adjust/add cost categories as per their anticipated cost. 
62. Will USAID kindly share the local compensation plan for Ethiopia?

USAID/Ethiopia Response: The Mission Local Compensation Plan is an internal document which cannot be shared externally. However, provided below is a range of salaries for various categories of locally employed staff. These salary ranges are subject to annual adjustments. 
	Category of Employees
	Salary Range

	Driver/Attendants/runners
	$2,625 - $9,117

	Reproduction Clerk/Junior Clerk
	$6,820 - $12,268

	Junior Assistant
	$8,412 - $21,829

	Senior Assistant
	$14,033 - $25,253

	Accountant/Officer/ Manager
	$18,740 - $41,263

	Specialists/Senior Specialists
	                   $27,642 – $49,770 

	Advisors/Senior Advisors/Team Leads
	$33,335 - $60,000




















ATTACHMENT NO. 2 – CHANGES TO THE NOFO

1.	SECTION D.12 Special Award Requirement Relating to the Prohibition on Certain Telecommunication and Video Surveillance Services or Equipment (November 2020) for U.S. ORGANIZATION, delete in its entirety and replace it with the following: 
PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN TELECOMMUNICATION AND VIDEO SURVEILLANCE SERVICES OR EQUIPMENT (July 2022)
FOR U.S. ORGANIZATIONS
a. In accordance with the cost principles in 2 CFR § 200.471, obligating or expending costs for covered telecommunications and video surveillance services or equipment or services as described in 2 CFR § 200.216 are unallowable. Recipients and subrecipients are prohibited from using award funds, including direct and indirect costs, cost share and program income, for such covered telecommunications and video surveillance services or equipment. This provision implements temporary waivers granted to USAID under Section 889(d)(2) that allow the recipient to use award funds for:
(1) All costs for covered telecommunications and video surveillance services or equipment incurred through September 30, 2022; and
(2) Costs for covered telecommunications and video surveillance services or equipment incurred on or after October 1, 2022, through September 30, 2028, only if the recipient has determined that there is no available alternate eligible source for the covered telecommunications a surveillance services or equipment.
b. After September 30, 2028, in accordance with 2 CFR § 200.471 costs of all covered telecommunications and video surveillance services or equipment as specified in 2 CFR § 200.216 will be unallowable.
c. The Recipient must include this provision in all sub-awards and contracts issued under this award.


[ End of Amendment No. 0001 to NOFO No. 72066322RFA00006]
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AMENDMENT NO. 0001 TO NOTICE OF FUNDING 


OPPORTUNITY (NOFO) NUMBER 72066322RFA00006; CIVIC 


ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITY


 


 


Ladies/Gentlemen: 


 


 


The United States Government (“USG”), represented by the U.S. Agency for International 


Development Mission in Ethiopia (“USAID/Ethiopia”) hereby amends the above


-


ref


erenced 


NOFO.  The purpose of this amendment is to: 


 


 


 


1.


 


Provide answers to questions submitted in response to the NOFO.  The answers 


provided are listed in Attachment No. 1 to this Amendment. 


 


 


Except as specifically amended herein, all terms and conditions of the NOFO remain unchanged. 


 


 


Thank you for your con


sideration of this USAID initiative.   


 


 


 


Sincerely, 


 


 


 


Admir Serifovic 


 


 


 


 


   


 


 


Supervisory Agreement Officer   


 


 


     


 


 


Attach.: Attachment No.1


 


              


Attachment No. 2
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