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For fiscal year (FY) 2011, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) anticipates awarding up to $5,000,000 in Performance and Registration Information System Management (PRISM) funds.  All applications for PRISM funding must be submitted electronically through Grants.Gov on or before Feburary  1, 2010.  The FMCSA expects to announce the awards within ninety days of the submission deadline (subject to the availability of funds).  The grant period of performance will begin no earlier than the award date of the funds and will be determined by the project plan submitted with the application.  


PRISM GRANT DESCRIPTION 

The PRISM Program originated as a pilot project mandated by Congress under section 4003 of the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991.  At that time, the goal of the project  was to explore the potential benefits of using State commercial vehicle registration sanctions as an incentive to improve motor carrier safety.  In 1998, Congress authorized additional funding through the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century and in 2005, the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act:  A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU, Pub. L. 109-59, Sections 4101 (c)(3) and 4109 SAFETEA-LU also provided PRISM funding to implement the Program nationwide.  The FMCSA PRISM Grant Program is a discretionary grant program designed to to    connect Federal Motor Carrier safety records with the States’ vehicle registration systems.

The PRISM Program encompasses two major processes, Commercial Vehicle Registration and Motor Carrier Safety Improvement:

The Commercial Vehicle Registration Process
Within the State’s commercial vehicle registration process, the International Registration Plan (IRP) provides the framework for the PRISM Program.  It establishes a system for accountability to ensure that no vehicle is plated without identifying the carrier responsible for the safety of the vehicle and it establishes the use of sanctions for unsafe carriers to improve their safety performance.  Once the vehicle registration process is completed, the vehicle is uniquely identified by an assigned USDOT Number. 

The Motor Carrier Safety Improvement Process (MCSIP)
The MCSIP is a data driven process that systematically uses safety event information such as accidents, safety inspections, driver violations, compliance review data, and other information to assess and monitor motor carrier safety performance.  The MCSIP provides opportunities for unsafe motor carriers to improve operations and return to a safe condition.  The MCSIP is developed for the PRISM Program to identify and prioritize an on-site review using CSA 2010 criteria to identify motor carriers with potential safety problems.  If the carriers have no improvement on their safety fitness record, a Federal operations Out-of-Service Order and State registration suspension or revocation is imposed.

Both processes are integrated to identify motor carriers and hold them responsible for the safety of their operations.  The performance of unsafe carriers is improved through a comprehensive system of identification, education, data gathering, safety monitoring and treatment of safety performance of operations in order to return on a safe operating condition.  


ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION

PRISM funds are available for activities conducted by State agencies.  Individuals,  businesses, and other entities are not eligible to apply.  

The Federal share of funds under the PRISM grant program is 100 percent.  There are no matching or cost-sharing requirements.  However the State must provide the necessary management and technical resources, facilities, and training to meet all the operational, technical, and data processing requirements to implement an effective PRISM program.  The State must submit a comprehensive implementation plan to carry out the program in accordance with the PRISM Implementation Planning Guide.

Additionally, the State must perform the following tasks:
· participate in the PRISM training program;
· develop a PRISM Implementation plan in accordance with 49 U.S.C. 31106(b);
· implement PRISM in accordance with the approved plan;
· attend PRISM meetings; and
· prepare and submit to FMCSA quarterly performance and financial reports on project progress, status, and expenditures on forms as designated by the Agency.


APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION

The FMCSA utilizes Grants.gov (www.grants.gov) as the primary tool for accepting discretionary grant applications.  Except as described below, all FY 2011 PRISM applications must be submitted electronically through this site.  

The Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance number for this grant is 20.231.

All applications must be submitted through Grants.gov, except as described below, by 11:59 P.M. (EST) on February  1, 2010.  Applications received after this time will be considered if funds remain available after the review and award process is completed for timely applications.  Due to unforeseen connectivity or technical issues associated with online submission, FMCSA strongly encourages all applicants to submit their applications well in advance of the deadline to allow for additional time if needed.

If the designated grant official from an applicant requires special assistance or accommodation associated with submitting this grant application, methods other than Grants.gov are available.  Please contact the agency personnel listed in the Agency Contact section below if assistance is required.

Mandatory Standard Forms
All PRISM applications for FY 2011 must include the following forms as provided in Grants.gov (Refer to the PRISM application instruction document for a detailed description on how to complete the standard forms (SF)):
1. SF-424, Standard Application for Federal Assistance
2. SF-424A, Budget Information for Non-Construction Programs
3. SF-424B, Assurances for Non-Construction Programs
4. Grants.gov Lobbying form
5. Attachment form, this document is used to submit supplemental attachments to the grant application.

Supplemental Information
The applicant must attach any supplemental information that it believes will support the proposal.  However, the applicant should limit the information provided to FMCSA to what is necessary to evaluate the proposed project.  

So that FMCSA may conduct a fair and comprehensive evaluation of the grant proposal, applicants are strongly encouraged to provide a written proposal including, at a minimum the following information:
· Letter of Intent to initially implement the PRISM program or to expand the State’s existing PRISM capabilities.
· Relevant only for proposal to expand PRISM capabilities; States are requested to provide prior years approved PRISM Implementation plan.  


APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION

In reviewing applications submitted for this program, FMCSA will consider various factors, including:
· Prior performance – Completion of identified programs and goals per the project plan submitted under previous grants awarded to the applicant.
· Effective Use of Prior Grants – The applicant has demonstrated timely use of available funds in previous awards.
· Cost Effectiveness – Applications will be evaluated and prioritized on the expected impact on safety relative to the investment of grant funds. Where appropriate, costs per unit will be calculated and compared with national averages to determine effectiveness.  In other areas, proposed costs will be compared with historical information to confirm reasonableness.
· Applicability to announced priorities – grant applications that specifically address these issues will be given priority consideration.
· Ability of the applicant to support the strategies and activities in the proposal for the entire project period of performance.
· Use of innovative approaches in executing a project plan to address identified safety issues.
· Feasibility of overall program coordination and implementation based upon the project plan.



AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION

Upon evaluation and award of funds under this grant program, the applicant will be contacted by the FMCSA Division Administrator of its State. The applicant will be required to enter into a grant agreement with FMCSA obligating the funds awarded and outlining the terms and conditions of the award. In some cases, the applicant will be required to submit a supplemental budget or project narrative based on a partial or modified grant award.


AGENCY CONTACT

This grant program is managed by:

State Programs Division
Office of Safety Programs
Associate Administration for Enforcement and Program Delivery
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
United States Department of Transportation

For more information related to this announcement or application submission, the applicant may contact the FMCSA Division Office in its State, or:

Julie Otto
PRISM Program Manager
Email (preferred): Julie.Otto@dot.gov
Office: 202-366-0710

By Mail:
FMCSA
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590
ATTN: Julie Otto, MC-ESS
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