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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Ohio State Office 

Targeted Program Delivery & Outreach – Ohio
(Available Only in Ohio)
Fiscal Year 2011 Announcement of Program Funding
 
Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) Number: 10.902-Conservation Technical Assistance
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) requests applications for outreach and related activities that will improve Ohio NRCS program delivery to underserved individuals, groups, and communities. Underserved groups include socially disadvantaged, limited resource and new and beginning farmers.  Ohio NRCS will work with the successful applicant to provide outreach related opportunities, activities and projects that will improve program delivery and technical assistance to the underserved population.  The grant under the Ohio Outreach competition will not exceed $90,000 from NRCS. This notice identifies the objectives for Outreach projects, the eligibility criteria for projects, and associated instructions needed to apply for the Outreach Grant. 

APPLICATION DUE DATE AND ADDRESSES: 
Dates: Applications must be submitted in grants.gov or received in the NRCS Ohio State Office by 4:00 p.m., Eastern Standard Time (EST) on September 13, 2011.
Addresses: The address for hand-delivered applications, applications submitted using express mail or overnight courier service, and for applications sent via the U.S. Postal Service is: USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service; Outreach Grant; Moira Sanford Contract Specialist, 200 N High St  Rm 522,   Columbus  OH  43215
Applications submitted by fax or e-mail will NOT be accepted.
For more information contact:
Michelle Lohstroh
Assistant State Conservationist- Special Projects
USDA-NRCS
200 N High St, Rm 522
Columbus, OH  43215
Phone: (614) 255-2508
Email : michelle.lohstroh@oh.usda.gov
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I. FUNDING OPPORTUNITY DESCRIPTION 

A. Overview 
The purpose of this Outreach funding opportunity is to improve delivery of USDA programs in the state of Ohio, and to increase opportunities for underserved individuals, groups, and communities to participate in USDA programs. Underserved groups include socially disadvantaged, limited resource and new and beginning farmers.  Outreach projects are expected to result in an increased awareness of Ohio NRCS and will improve Ohio NRCS program delivery to underserved populations.  

 NRCS is committed to ensuring that its programs and services are accessible to all customers, fairly and equitably, with emphasis on reaching limited resource, new and beginning and socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers. NRCS develops policies and programs to allow full participation by underserved individuals and groups. NRCS also identifies and addresses potential barriers that could prevent underserved customers from full participation in agency programs.

Products
Work with NRCS personnel to expand its outreach activities, strengthen and build working relationships with farmers and landowners building sustainable farms by making conservation practices an integral part of farm and land use plans.
Hold meetings, workshops, seminars and develop other educational tools to provide information to assist both rural and urban landowners to provide understanding of sustainable conservation and how to gain effective conservation practices on the land by utilizing the planning process and Farm Bill Programs.
Develop educational tools/hold meetings/use social media outlets that are relevant in reaching youth and young adults that are interested in becoming farmers or landowners and provide exposure to careers in conservation. 
Inform socially disadvantaged, new and beginning, and limited resources farmers and landowners of program sign-ups and provide knowledge to gain access to NRCS programs to address natural resources concerns and lack of participation.
Create tools and data collection methods to assist NRCS in outreach to underserved  individuals and groups.
Create model outreach materials for distribution in parallel with web-based initiatives to underserved individuals and groups.





Benefits
Benefits to NRCS which will be derived from this agreement are as follows:
Address in part, NRCS recommendations in the USDA Civil Rights Assessment Final Report (Jackson-Lewis 2011).
Expand the sufficiency of conservation skills by improving the relationships between the targeted sector of producers and NRCS staff and building conservation skills. 
Utilizing NRCS program information, recipient will render their experience in working with NRCS employees to provide a more informative understanding of how to relate to the targeted population.    
The Recipient will help increase the participation of minority and disadvantaged farmers and landowners by increasing their knowledge and understanding of the benefits of NRCS’s outreach and conservation programs.
The Recipient will be proactive and innovative in disseminating information concerning the new provisions in the 2008 Farm Bill in easily understood terms that addresses the concerns of the limited resource, new and beginning and socially disadvantaged farmers.

B. Funding Priorities
Priority will be given to those applications that: 
· Target limited resource, beginning, socially disadvantaged, non-traditional producers, groups and communities that have been underserved, defined in attachment 1; 
· Develop partnerships and working relationships with underserved individuals, groups, and communities that will increase participation in USDA NRCS programs; 
· Implement specific outreach activity performance measures with expected outcomes;
· Are for projects within Ohio, and
· Do not exceed one year
This outreach grant does not cover research related projects.  

C. Legislative Authority 
10.902-Conservation Technical Assistance; Soil Conservation and Domestic Allotment Act of 1935 (16USC 590a-590f, 590q), 7CFR Part 610.
 

II. AWARD INFORMATION 

Effective on the date of this publication, announces a grant of $90,000 for Outreach Activities in Ohio. 

The anticipated start date for the awarded project is September 26, 2011, and the anticipated end date is September 26, 2012.  Selected applicant(s) will enter into a grant agreement with NRCS.





III. ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION 

A. Eligible Entities 
State and local governments and nonprofit organizations with authority to plan or carry out activities relating to resource use and development in multi-jurisdictional areas may apply for these funds.  Eligible entities include:
· State governments,
· County governments,
· City governments,
· Special district governments,
· Native American tribal governments (Federally recognized),
· Native American tribal organizations (other than Federally recognized tribal governments),
· Nonprofits having a 501(c) (3) status with the IRS, other than institutions of higher education, and
· Small businesses.

B. Matching Funds 
Selected applicant may receive a grant of up to 100 percent of the total project costs, not to exceed $90,000.  We reserve the right to make multiple awards of smaller amounts under this opportunity.


IV. APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION 
How to Obtain Application Materials 

All Office of Management and Budget standard forms necessary for submission are posted on the following website: www.grants.gov/agencies/aapproved_standard_forms.jsp. 

A. Address to Request Application Packet 
This announcement constitutes an application packet.  Additional hard copies or electronic copies can be obtained by contacting Moira Sanford, Contracting Officer, at 614-255-2495, or by email at moira.sanford@oh.usda.gov. All Office of Management and Budget standard forms necessary for submission are posted on the following website: www.grants.gov/agencies/aapproved_standard_forms.jsp. 

B. Application Content and Format 

1) Required Content
Applications must contain the information set forth below in order to receive consideration for a grant. Applicants should not assume prior knowledge on the part of NRCS, or others as to the relative merits of the project described in the application. 

Applications are to be typewritten on 8½” x 11” white paper, double spaced, and on one side only. The text of the application should be in a font no smaller than 12-point, with one-inch margins. If submitting applications for more than one project, submit a separate, complete application package for each project. 

To submit your application electronically, use the template “USDA-NRCS-OH” for Ohio State Office.  It is available on-line at http://www.grants.gov/apply.

2) Forms/Information
The following forms are required for consideration of a completed application:

a. Completed Standard Form (SF) 424, Application for Federal Assistance, (including SF 424A and SF 424B), Applicants, by signing and submitting an application, assure and certify that they are in compliance with the following from 7 Code of Federal Register (CFR)

i. Part 3017, Government-wide Debarment and Suspension (Non-procurement),
ii. Part 3018, New Restrictions on Lobbying; and
iii. Part 3021, Government-wide Requirements for Drug-Free Workplace (Financial Assistance)

b. DUNS Number: A Dun and Bradstreet (D&B) Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number is a unique nine-digit sequence recognized as the universal standard for identifying and keeping track of over 70 million businesses worldwide. A federal Register notice of final policy issuance (68 FR 38402) require s a DUNS number in every application (i.e., hard copy and electronic) for a grant or cooperative agreement (except applications from individuals) submitted on or after October 1, 2003. Therefore, potential applicants should verify that they have a DUNS number or take the steps needed to obtain one. For information about how to obtain a DUNS number go to http://www.grants.gov/RequestaDUNS or call 1-866-705-5711. Please note that the registration may take up to 14 business days to complete.

c. Required CCR Registration: The Central Contractor Registry (CCR) is a database that serves as the primary Government repository for contractor information required for the conduct of business with the Government. This database will also be used as a central location for maintaining organizational information for organizations seeking and receiving grants from the Government. CIG applicants must register with the CCR. To register, visit http://www.ccr.gov. Allow a minimum of 5 days to complete the CCR registration,


d. Signing Authority:  Appropriate signing authority documents must be submitted with all applications.  This may include, but are not limited to, Article of Incorporation, Partnership agreements, minutes showing designation of authority, and others according to the type of organization applying for the grant.

e. Project proposal as outlined in number 3 below.

3) Proposal Format 
Narrative description the proposed project that includes:
· Project Title 
· Project Director’s name, address and phone number
· Project Dates 
· Specific Program Objective[s] being addressed.
· Underserved populations to be targeted
· Partnerships to be developed
· Outreach activity to be pursued
· Area in Ohio served
· Specific NRCS Program Goal[s] being addressed through Outreach. 
· An Objective Statement associated with the Project.
· Methodology for accomplishing Project Objective Statement (Plan of Work).
· Specific Deliverable[s] being generated from Project
· Milestone Dates for Project Completion.
· Project Budget and budget narrative.  The applicant shall submit a proposed Schedule of Deliverables with a corresponding Schedule of Payments. This should identify when each deliverable described in the proposal will be furnished to the government and what portion of the grant price is then payable
· Plan for Documenting Expenditures
· Past projects that demonstrate your organizational capabilities to manage projects and your past history in working with underserved populations.

4) Submission Dates and Times
Applications must be received in the Ohio NRCS State Office by 4:00 p.m., Eastern Standard Time (EST) on September 13, 2011. An application postmark date is not a factor in whether an application is received on time. The applicant assumes the risk of any delays in application delivery. Applicants are strongly encouraged to submit completed applications via overnight mail or delivery service to ensure timely receipt by NRCS.  Applications received after this time will not be considered.

Applicants must submit one signed original and five complete copies of each project application. Each copy of the application must be stapled securely in the upper left-hand corner. Hard copies must be accompanied by an electronic copy on a compact disc (CD). Electronic files must be in Microsoft Word. Application submitted via facsimile or e-mail will not be accepted. 


Submit written Applications to: 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
Outreach Grant
Moira Sanford , Contract Specialist
 200 N High St  Rm 522
 Columbus  OH  43215

Applicants may submit applications electronically through Grants.gov, the Federal government’s e-grants portal. Applications submitted through Grants.gov must contain all of the elements of a complete application outlined above. Applications submitted electronically are date- stamped and time-stamped by Grants.gov and must be received by the identified closing date. Note that NRCS is not responsible for any technical malfunctions or website problems related to Grants.gov submissions. Applicants should begin the Grants.gov process well before the submission deadline to avoid problems. 

5) Acknowledgement of Application Submission
Applications received by the due date will be acknowledged with an official letter. If an applicant has not received an acknowledgment within 60 days of the submission, the applicant must contact the administrative contact (see “Agency Contacts” below) immediately. Failure to do so may result in the application not being considered for funding by the peer review panel. 

6) Is opportunity subject to Executive Order 12372? 
No, this opportunity is not subject to Executive Order 12372.

7) Funding Restrictions
The indirect costs (F&A) for these awards may not exceed 10 percent of the total Federal funds provided under each award. 
	The Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, Section 708, limits indirect costs under cooperative agreements between USDA and non-profit institutions, including institutions of higher education, to ten percent of the total direct costs of the agreement.  Section 708 authorizes an exception to the ten percent limit for institutions that compute indirect cost rates on similar basis for all agencies for which the Act makes appropriations.  If requested, indirect costs must be justified and may not exceed the ten percent limitation or the current rate negotiated with the cognizant Federal-negotiating agency.  

NRCS grant funds may not be used to pay any of the following costs unless otherwise permitted by law, or approved in writing by the Authorized Departmental Officer in advance of incurring such costs: 
· Costs above the amount of funds authorized for the project; 
· Costs incurred prior to the effective date of the grant; 
· Costs which lie outside the scope of the approved project and any amendments thereto; 
· Entertainment costs, regardless of their apparent relationship to project objectives; 
· Compensation for injuries to persons, or damage to property arising out of project activities; 
· Consulting services performed by a Federal employee during official duty hours when such consulting services result in the payment of additional compensation to the employee; and, 
· Renovation or refurbishment of research or related spaces; the purchase or installation of fixed equipment in such spaces; and the planning, repair, rehabilitation, acquisition, or construction of buildings or facilities. 

This list is not exhaustive. Questions regarding the allowances of particular items of cost can be found in OMB Circulars A-21, A-87 or A-122 or can be directed to the administrative contact person listed below. 

8)    Withdrawal of Application
Applications may be withdrawn by written notice at any time before selections are made.  Applications may be withdrawn by the applicant, or by an authorized representative thereof, if the representative’s identity is made known and the representative signs a receipt for the application.


V. APPLICATION REVIEW 

A. Application Review and Selection Process 
Prior to review, each application will be screened for completeness and compliance with the provisions of this notice. Incomplete applications and those that do not meet the provisions of this notice will be eliminated from competition, and notification of elimination will be mailed to the applicant. 

Applications meeting the provisions of this notice will be scored by a Peer Review Panel against the Criteria for Application Evaluation listed below. Scored applications will be forwarded to the Assistant State Conservationist for Special Projects, which will certify the rankings from the peer review panels, and ensure application evaluations are consistent with program objectives. The State Conservationist will make the final selections, and funding decisions. 

METHODS OF EVALUATING AND RANKING APPLICATIONS:  Initially, all application packages will be reviewed to confirm that the applicant is an eligible recipient and to ensure that the application contains all of the items specified in the Application Content and Format section of this announcement.  Applicants must be registered with Dun and Bradstreet and include their CCR information with their application.  Each complete application form submitted by an eligible recipient will then be evaluated and ranked by the Responsible Official.   Funding decisions will be based on the award selection factors.  





B. Criteria for Application Evaluation 
Peer review panels will use the following criteria to evaluate project applications. 
1) Credit is given to those applications that target underserved populations based on the number of underserved populations targeted and for addressing various geographic areas in Ohio based on county, multi-county, regional, or statewide;
2) Credit is given to those applications that partner with underserved individuals, groups, or communities based on the number of partnerships proposed. 
3) Credit is given to those applications proposing specific outreach activities based on the number and type of activity proposed;
4) Credit is given to those applications with organizational capabilities.  The adequacy of organizational resources and experience to successfully manage and perform the project within the required time frame;
5) Credit is given to those applications with ability to demonstrate past history and credibility in working with underserved populations.

C. Anticipated Announcement and Award Dates 
Awards are anticipated to be announced on or about September 21, 2011. Funds are not awarded, and work may not start, until an agreement is signed by both NRCS and the grantee. 


VI. AWARD INFORMATION
 
A. Award Notification 
Applicant who has been selected will be notified by official letter by the State Conservationist. Applications which are not selected will be notified by official letter. 

B. Grant Agreement Execution
NRCS will use a grant agreement with selected applicant to document participation. The grant agreement will include: 
· Project purpose; 
· Project Director’s name, address and phone number
· Project objectives and deliverables; 
· Project progress and budget reporting requirements; 
· Award amount and budget information; 
· Information regarding requests for advance of funds or reimbursement; 
· Acknowledgement of 1619 Compliance;
· Attachment of special provisions
· Other requirements and terms deemed necessary to protect the interests of the United States. 



C. Reporting Requirements
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Grantees will be required to submit an SF-425, Federal Financial Report quarterly to cover the periods ending March 31, June 30, September 30 and December 31.  The following data elements must be completed on the form:  
· Federal cash
· Federal expenditures
· Recipient share

In addition, every six months the grantee must submit a written performance progress report to the Ohio NRCS State Office. This report is distinct from the quarterly financial report described above. Each progress report shall cover work performed during the previous 6-month period, including any funded or unfunded time extensions, a comparison of actual accomplishments to project goals, and a statement of work projected to be completed in the next 6-month period. A progress report template can be provided to grantees by NRCS upon request. 

VII. CONTACTS 
For programmatic questions, please contact: 
Michelle Lohstroh, Assistant State Conservationist – Special Projects
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
200 N. High Street, Room 522
Columbus, OH 43143
Phone: (614) 255-2508
michelle.lohstroh@oh.usda.gov 





Attachment 1
Beginning Farmers
A farmer or entity who has not operated a farm or ranch, or who has operated a farm or ranch for not more than 10 consecutive years and who will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm or ranch. 
In the case of a contract with an individual, individually or with the immediate family, material and substantial participation requires that the individual provide substantial day-to-day labor and management of the farm or ranch, consistent with the practices in the county or State where the farm is located.
  
In the case of a contract with an entity, all members must materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm or ranch. Material and substantial participation requires that each of the members provide some amount of the management, or labor and management necessary for day-to-day activities, such that if each of the members did not provide these inputs, operation of the farm or ranch would be seriously impaired.

Socially Disadvantaged Farmers
A socially disadvantaged farmer is a farmer who has been subject to racial or ethnic prejudice because of their identity as members of a group, without regard to their individual qualities.  This could be one of the following:
· American Indians or Alaskan Natives
· Asians
· Blacks or African Americans
· Native Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders
· Hispanics
Note: Gender alone is not a covered group for the purposes of NRCS conservation programs.
A socially disadvantaged applicant is an individual or entity who is a member of a socially disadvantaged group.  For an entity, at least 50 percent ownership in the farm business must be held by socially disadvantaged individuals.
Note: One member of an eligible entity may certify for all members rather than have each member self-certify.
Limited Resource Farmers
A Limited Resource Farmer is a farmer:
· With direct or indirect gross farm sales not more than the current indexed value in each of the previous 2 years, and

· Who has a total household income at or below the national poverty level for a family of four, or less than 50 percent of county median household income in each of the previous 2 years.
An entity or joint operation can be a Limited Resource Farmer or Rancher if all individual members independently qualify.
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