APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

PROPOSAL DUE DATE AND ADDRESSES: 
DATES:   Pre-proposals must be received at the Idaho NRCS State Office by 4 p.m. Mountain Standard Time (MST), on February 25, 2011.

Full Applications:  Project pre-proposals selected for funding consideration by Idaho NRCS will be notified by March 23, 2011, and if requested, a full application must be submitted to the Idaho NRCS State Office by 4 p.m. MST, on May 6, 2011.

SUMMARY:  The Idaho Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is announcing availability of Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG) to stimulate the development and adoption of innovative conservation approaches and technologies. This notice announces the availability of up to $200,000 for support of this program in FY 2011.  These funds are in addition to up to $25 million dollars of funds that may be available through the national CIG grants program.

Applications are requested from eligible governmental or non-governmental organizations or individuals for competitive consideration of grant awards for projects between 1 and 3 years in duration. Grants to eligible entities and individuals may not exceed a maximum of $75,000 each. This notice identifies the objectives for CIG projects, the eligibility criteria for projects, and provides the instructions needed to apply to CIG. 

Funds will be awarded through a two-phase, statewide competitive grants process which will include a pre-proposal for all applications, and a full application package only for competitively selected pre-proposal applicants, pursuant to notification by Idaho NRCS.  Both phases are described in this announcement, but only pre-proposals are being solicited at this time.
Each pre-proposal will be screened for completeness and compliance with the provisions of this notice.  Incomplete applications will be eliminated from competition, and notification of elimination will be mailed to the applicant.  Idaho NRCS will request a full application package only from those applicants selected in the pre-proposal process. The Idaho State Conservationist reserves the right not to fund any or all proposals.
ADDRESSES:  Pre-proposals and applications and associated support materials should be sent to: Chris Catherman, Grants and Agreements Specialist, Natural Resources Conservation Service, 9173 W. Barnes Dr., Suite C, Boise, Idaho 83709. To submit your application electronically, visit Grants.gov-Apply for Grants and follow the instructions.  Due to system constraints, applicants using Grants.gov should also send a hard copy with an electronic copy on a compact disc (CD) to the above address.
For general information on the Idaho CIG Program and project topics, contact: Dee Carlson, Natural Resources Conservation Service, 9173 W. Barnes Dr., Suite C, Boise, Idaho 83709. Phone: (208) 685-6985; Facsimile (FAX): (208) 378- 5735; Email: dee.carlson@id.usda.gov. The Idaho CIG Program technical lead is Gene Schock, Assistant State Conservationist (Technical Resources).  Information on the Idaho CIG program is also available on the Idaho NRCS Website at: http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/cig/index.html.

APPLICATION INFORMATION FOR FULL PROPOSALS  

(Only for those applicants notified at the end of the pre-proposal selection process that their proposals have been identified for further evaluation – See Full Announcement for Instructions)

All Office of Management and Budget standard forms necessary for CIG submission are posted on the following Web site:  Grants.gov-Forms.  An application checklist is available on the CIG Web site:  http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/cig/index.html. 
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