U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Request for Proposals

South Texas Refuge Complex Burned Areas 
Rehabilitation/Exotic Species Control
Funding Opportunity No. STRC-2010-BAR

Proposal Due Date: August 3, 2010
AWARD INFORMATION


A.
Expected Number of Awards and Length of Award(s):  1  

B.
Estimated Total Program Funding:  $350,000  


C.
Award Ceiling:  $350,000  

D.
Assistance Instrument:  Cooperative Agreement

ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION

A. Eligible Applicants:  Non-profit organizations

B. Cost Sharing or Matching:  This program has no matching requirements.

BACKGROUND
The Burned Areas Rehabilitation (BAR) program at the Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge implements action plans that rehabilitate and restore land after wildfires.  The two primary objectives of these BAR projects are 1) to reduce invasive grass cover to less than 5%; and 2) to establish a dense cover of native tree, shrub and understory species sufficient to impede reestablishment of invasive grasses, and reduce the consequent risk of wildlife.  The approved BAR projects include herbicide application, native seedling production, seedling transplanting and other site preparation and seed collection.  Restoration activities must follow the implementation schedules of the Pate Bend Fire Rehabilitation Plan (21550-9262-D14B), the Las Ruinas Fire Rehabilitation Plan (21550-9262-E2VF), the Cottam 4 Fire Rehabilitation Plan (21550-9262-D2RQ), and the Gabrielson Complex Fire Rehabilitation Plan (21550-9262-D5KS).  

FY2010 PRIORITIES

Through this request, we intend to fund restoration in FY 2010 that implements the following treatments:

1) Grass control via herbicide application on 571 acres.

2) Seeding of native broadleaf plants and grasses on 16 acres.

3) Transplanting native tree and shrub seedlings on 220 acres.
Funding permitting, other areas will be treated as well.
APPLICANT REQUIREMENTS

Each funded applicant must obtain a Dun & Bradstreet (DUNS) number for the project and register at http://www.ccr.gov.
PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS AND FORMAT
A proposal must include an executive summary and an itemized budget.  The itemized budget should address the FY 2010 priorities, identified above.  The executive summary should be a one page summary of the proposed project that outlines the following:
1) How the project directly addresses a priority or priorities, identified above.

2) The objectives and anticipated products of the project.

3) The timeline of all project activities.

Proposals must be accompanied by all required forms (SF 424, SF 424A, SF 424B – see http://www.grants.gov).   

PROPOSAL REVIEW

The Plant Ecologist at the Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge will review the proposals and make a recommendation to the Service for a decision on proposals to be funded.   

Project rank will be based upon how closely the project meets the FY 2010 priorities addressed in this RFP, the timeliness of the proposed work, and the likelihood of successfully achieving the anticipated results.  Minimization of overhead and other indirect costs is also encouraged, and will be considered in the ranking process.  All applicants will be notified of the final disposition of their proposals.  Funded applicants will be required to provide quarterly reports.
APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION

Proposal submission must be completed electronically via email to the contact listed below.  All proposals should be submitted as a single MS Word Document or PDF and should be accompanied by Standard Form (SF): SF-424 (Application for Federal Assistance), SF-424A (Budget Information – Non-Construction Programs), and SF-424B (Assurances – Non-Construction Programs).

Kim Wahl

Plant Ecologist

Lower Rio Grande Valley NWR

Rt 2 Box 202A

Alamo, TX 78516

Phone: 956-784-7580

Fax: 957-787-8338
Email:  kimberly_wahl@fws.gov
The Government recognizes that some applicants may not have access to email and in those cases the Plant Ecologist will inform you of the procedure for submitting a proposal by fax or mail.

DEADLINE AND AWARD DETAILS

Closing date: August 3, 2010.  Proposals must be submitted by 11:59 p.m. on August 13, 2010 to be considered for review.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure LRGV receipt of the proposal by the deadline.
Estimated number of awards: 1
Estimated total program funding: $350,000  
Award ceiling: $350,000  
Award floor: $0
