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For the purposes of this RFA, the term "Grant" is synonymous with "Cooperative Agreement"; "Grantee" is synonymous with "Recipient"; and "Grant Officer" is synonymous with "Agreement Officer".

Applicants are requested to submit both Technical and Cost Proposals of their applications in separate volumes. Award will be made to that responsible applicant whose application offers the greatest value. Please note however that, Technical proposals will be significantly more important than the Cost proposals.

If you decide to submit an application, please note that electronic submission is required. Applications should be sent as email attachments to Regional Agreement Officer, Ms. Linda McElroy at LMcElroy@USAID.Gov with a copy to KSood@USAID.Gov and SBamaka@USAID.Gov, before 8:00am on September 15, 2011. The Technical Proposal should be no more than 25 pages, but there is no page limit for the cost application (please see page 24 for details). 
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The required method of distribution of USAID RFA’s is electronically via Grants.gov which provides a single source for Federal government-wide competitive grant opportunities. Any future amendments to this RFA can be downloaded from this website. The World Wide Web Address is http://www.grants.gov. In order to use this method, an applicant must first register on-line with Grants.gov.
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SECTION A – PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

I. COUNTRY CONTEXT

The government of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), main rebel groups, the non-armed opposition (political parties), and civic groups signed the “Global and All-Inclusive Peace Agreement” in December 2002, ending years of vicious civil war that caused enormous loss of life, completely destroyed the country’s limited infrastructure, halted productive activities, and weakened public and private service provision capabilities. Five years into the mandate of its first democratically elected government, the country is still unable to root out all foreign and domestic armed groups and fully recover from the impact of the war. Among many other destabilizing factors, eastern Congo is threatened by the presence of active, nebulous domestic armed groups, and two notorious ruthless foreign, armed groups: the Lord’s Resistance Army (RLA) from Uganda, and the Democratic Liberation Forces of Rwanda (FDLR). 

The prevailing “stability” in most of eastern DRC remains precarious. Despite the fact that the Congolese Armed Forces (FARDC)
 has made substantial progress in integrating armed groups or driving them out of communities,
 many communities are still vulnerable to attacks, violence, looting and human rights abuses including abduction and forced labor from the armed groups and some elements of the FARDC. Expanding state authority and deployment of accountable police and other security forces in post-conflict areas will make communities less vulnerable to attacks from the armed groups. To foster stability and reduce vulnerability, communities need mechanisms and means to address the causes of insecurity and conflict, and they need the government, police, FARDC, private sector and civil society to be empowered to carry out their respective mandates effectively. 

The history and complexity of eastern Congo results in a large variety of dynamics that could reinforce violence in the region without peaceful avenues for redress. These include heightened ethnic tensions; land and natural resources-related disputes; endemic poverty; social and political marginalization and repression of the disaffected; weak or non-existent state institutions; lack of basic services and poor economic opportunities; growing youth and unemployed populations; and corruption. Amongst vulnerable communities, gender inequity and gender-based violence is pernicious and undermines recovery and stabilization efforts. Unless addressed, these dynamics will continue to fester and could further inflame violent conflict and undermine the progress made over the past decade. Such a scenario could be a serious threat to the stability of the entire Great Lakes region. A resumption of violent conflict in relatively stabilized areas will be extremely difficult to contain, can quite easily spread throughout the region, and could negate the Congolese government and the international community’s stabilization and recovery efforts.

Promoting stability and recovery in post-conflict communities entails a good understanding of prevailing social and cultural relationships/dynamics at the community and regional levels, and an integrated multi-sectoral intervention approach. Although many communities are confronted with similar dynamics, the degree to which they result in violence will vary from one community to another. There is a clear need to assess the root causes of the conflict, inter alia, at the community level, and to consider these drivers of conflict holistically as well, and in the specific contexts through which they present themselves.

Stabilization Framework

The United Nations Stabilization Mission in Congo (MONUSCO)
 and international partners have been coordinating and implementing a security and stabilization plan to progressively enhance peace in eastern Congo. This framework has evolved into what is now known as the International Security and Stabilization Support Strategy (ISSSS) to better align international support with the priorities of the Congolese Government’s (GDRC) own stabilization and recovery plan launched in March of 2009. The GDRC’s Stabilization and Reconstruction Plan for War-Affected Zones in the East (STAREC), was designed to “consolidate the gains against the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR)”, and take advantage of the apparent window of opportunity vis-à-vis the agreements reached with Laurent Nkunda’s National Congress for the Defense of the People (CNDP) rebel movement, and the other Congolese armed groups through the Actes d’Engagements that came out of the 2009 Goma Peace Conference. 

The ISSSS is comprised of five key pillars: improving security; supporting political dialogue, strengthening the state; facilitating reintegration, recovery and reconciliation; and combating sexual violence. The STAREC Plan focuses on three areas of intervention: security and restoration of state authority (including measures to combat illegal exploitation of natural resources); humanitarian and social (with a focus on return and reintegration of Internally Displaced Peoples (IDPs) and refugees); and economic recovery (with a focus on boosting productivity and regional economic integration). Activities under the ISSSS and STAREC frameworks are mainly focused on the eastern provinces of North and South Kivu, Orientale, Maniema and Northern Katanga.

ISSSS interventions are planned and coordinated with the STAREC structure, which is co-managed by the Congolese Government (GDRC) and MONUSCO at the national and provincial level. Coordination support is provided by the STAREC Technical Secretariat and MONUSCO Stabilization Support Unit (SSU). The key coordination structures at the provincial level include the Joint Technical Committees (CTC), and the Provincial Integrated Management Planning Teams (IMPTs). Composed of provincial and international partners, the CTC is responsible of oversight and operational coordination of STAREC activities. The IMPTs provide oversight and operational coordination of STAREC activities. Participants to the IMPTs include lead UN entities and all implementing partners (UN and non-UN). CTC and IMPT meetings are not being conducted on a regular basis. When they take place, both entities are making concerted efforts to include non-governmental organizations (NGO) – including those not funded through the STAREC or ISSSS mechanisms – in the meetings and decision-making processes. At the local level, STAREC is in the process of establishing 30 permanent local conciliation committees (CLPC). The CLPCs will be charged with determining if security conditions are present to allow the return of refugees and other displaced people to their areas of responsibility, then to promote their peaceful reintegration. As such, the CLPCs will serve as STAREC’s focal structures for reintegration and reconciliation efforts at the local level.

The efforts of UN and international partners are coordinated at the ISSSS/STAREC strategies sub-component levels by designated MONUSCO sections and UN agencies selected on the basis of their established lead role functions and mandates in DRC. The MONUSCO Civil Affairs Office (CAS) is the lead for the community stabilization and community recovery component of the ISSSS/STAREC strategies.

Projects funded through STAREC and ISSSS are primarily implemented by UN Agencies operating in the DRC, the International Organization for Migration, local and international non-governmental organizations, and private contractors. 

Decentralization

The DRC is in the process of implementing an ambitious decentralization process mandated by the 2006 Constitution. The main goals of the decentralization process are, among others, to: a) bring government and public services closer to citizens by establishing autonomous administrative institutions at various territorial levels (from the province to the village levels) responsible for planning and managing resources (human, financial, economic, estate, and technical) of the communities under their jurisdiction; b) create space for citizens to participate in the selection of priorities for local and provincial development and to engage and hold local and provincial authorities accountable for service delivery. Although incomplete, the decentralization process provides an excellent entry point for helping restore state authority and legitimacy, promoting citizen involvement in decision-making processes, and strengthening good governance and accountability. A key function of local administrations is to reach out to and provide venues for all stakeholders (civic and community-based organizations, the private sector, other government institutions, and individuals) to contribute to identifying issues of concern to communities and appropriate solutions. Though the decentralization process has somewhat stalled, the GDRC (with support from the international donor community) has made important strides in establishing administrative institutions in communities within geographic areas under government control. Most of these administrative entities fall under the decentralization scheme and will thus remain in place. Once fully implemented, the decentralization will perhaps only add some missing institutions and expand/strengthen the responsibilities of the existing ones. 

Local government institutions and citizen organizations in target areas are generally weak and lack understanding of their roles and responsibilities as well as appropriate processes and systems required to effectively carryout their functions. They also lack financial resources to respond to local needs. Many elected and appointed officials assume that because they are natural opinion leaders of their communities that they know their constituent preferences and as a result fail to engage in community consultation processes. If cultivated, more representative and effective local governance can directly and visibly serve communities, provide citizens with greater stake in their localities, improve relations with government, and address grievances/frustrations derived from marginalization and deprivation. 

Current and Planned USAID-Funded Community Stabilization, Recovery and Livelihoods Projects

Under Management Systems International’s (MSI) Promoting Stabilization and Community Reintegration Project (PSCRP), USAID is promoting community recovery and stabilization through: targeted activities/small projects led by community leaders; engaging in community reconciliation and livelihoods activities; and improving access to and quality of basic services in the education and health sectors (through rehabilitating/building health centers and schools or providing needed equipment or tools to enhance the personnel’s ability to provide services). Concerted efforts are made to include survivors of sexual and gender based violence (SGBV) and other vulnerable populations in all aspects of programming. MSI conducts activities to strengthen social mechanisms for community empowerment and transformation, and enhance participatory local governance with community and civil society organizations (CSOs). These activities involve CSO participation to engage local authorities and build on the cross-cutting governance element of MSI's program, which includes:

· Supporting peace and stabilization processes materially and with technical expertise including, but not limited to, capacity building of provincial and other peace building structures;

· Addressing a root cause of conflict in the sectoral conflict area such as land tenure as nexus of conflict resolution and governance;

· Promoting reconciliation, confidence-building, arbitration of conflict, and conflict prevention at the local level, including through alternative dispute resolution mechanisms;

· Supporting reintegration of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs), ex-combatants and returning refugees into target communities;

· Promoting sensitivity to the needs of survivors of sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) and linkages to SGBV programs;

· Sensitivity to the needs and interests of resettlement communities;

· Targeting vulnerable populations through community-focused approaches, limiting the use of traditional categories of vulnerability in program definition and implementation which can have unintended consequences including stigmatization and resentment;

· Rebuilding of livelihoods and promotion of income generating activities at the community level, based on an assessment of market-driven needs;

· The provision of minimum community packages for development of productive and social infrastructure;

· The use of small grants to assist local communities directly and build significant capacity within a limited number of local civil society organizations, and public institutions;

· Rapid response to identified community needs through technical assistance and the provision of commodities, equipment, supplies, etc.

Current Food for Peace (FFP) Multi-year Assistance Programs (MYAP) work in the Kivus and Katanga and support population return and re-integration, with a focus on women, girls, and vulnerable populations. Both the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) and Feed the Hungry (FH) have been supporting returnees’ basic human needs for shelter and safety nets, and have built over 500 houses for vulnerable households. Community development has been supported through specific investments in rainwater harvesting techniques, latrines, and water/sanitation and hygiene activities projects implemented by Mercy Corps. Radio programming has provided market information around Bukavu, conflict mitigation training, and support for peace building and the fight against GBV. Community development committees (CDCs) have been trained in agro-ecosystem analysis and soil fertility practices. Seed fairs, livestock associations, improved varieties of cassava, corn seed, and peanut seed have protected and expanded agricultural livelihoods. Road rehabilitation and irrigation canals have also been built. Women community leaders have been identified and trained and health and nutrition support has been provided to almost 15,000 participating women. Over 20,000 children have received vaccinations, malnutrition screening and vitamin supplementation.

The activities of the MSI program and current and future MYAPs align closely with the Mission’s objectives for the CRLP, and with each other. New FFP MYAPs will run from 2011 – 2015 with an estimated $30 million/year, for five years, and may target additional geographic areas. The opportunity to link the CRLP program investments to the FFP MYAPs is substantial, as well as to the community strengthening work performed by MSI, and various livelihoods projects targeting victims of SGBV mentioned below. 

Under some of the current MYAPs, a new Market Linkages Initiative (MLI) program has been incorporated. Building on these and other investments of the USAID/East Africa regional programs active in the DRC offers significant opportunities to strengthen community stability and community livelihoods. 

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) will complete in July 2011 the implementation of a USAID-funded community reconciliation project targeting 13 communities in the territories of Uvira, Fizi and Mwenga in South Kivu. The Mobilizing Communities for Reconciliation in Eastern Congo project has contributed to strengthening/creating local mechanisms and capacity to prevent and manage violent conflicts stemming from: 1) hostilities involving the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR), who are the ex-Rwandan Armed Forces/Interahamwe, and other armed groups like the Maï-Maï;
 2) the integration of ex-combatants and other returnees into communities that are unprepared and/or unwelcoming; and 3) longstanding disagreements between communities, including those stemming from ethnic and faith-identity differences.

The United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) is currently implementing a $5 million state authority expansion project funded by USAID. The project consists of rehabilitating 63 kilometers of road along the strategic Rutshuru-Ishasa axis and building/rehabilitating 13 administrative buildings in North Kivu (8 buildings) and South Kivu (5 buildings). UNOPS is simultaneously implementing similar projects funded by other donors.
The United States Government (USG) has been the major bilateral donor to respond to severe and widespread sexual and gender-based violence in the DRC. Since 2002, USAID has allocated over $33 million for sexual and gender-based violence response and prevention programs in eastern DRC, as part of a broader effort for stabilization and protection. USAID programs have provided care and treatment services for well over 100,000 sexual and gender-based violence survivors, including access to medical care, counseling and family mediation, social and economic reintegration support, and legal aid. Community awareness activities educate and mobilize local communities, including traditional leaders and women’s groups, to promote women’s rights, acceptance of rape survivors, protection of the whole community, and outreach about available services through local providers. Health programs aim to improve medical treatment and prevention services for women and children. In addition, USAID programs aim to strengthen the rule of law to end the cycle of impunity and prevent would-be perpetrators from committing such crimes. In part as a result of USG efforts, there has been some progress in holding senior officers in the DRC military accountable. Recently, a military tribunal found ranking military commander, Lt. Col. Kibibi Mutware and three officers serving under him guilty of crimes against humanity for instructing troops to rape, beat, and loot from the population of Fizi, South Kivu on New Year’s Day, 2011. Mutware was sentenced to 20 years in prison and the five officers 10 to 15 years. The image of a high-ranking military commander sentenced to prison will contribute to eroding the perception that senior officers who commit such abuses go unpunished, and may deter would-be perpetrators of human rights abuses.

Other Actors

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) and CARE have been implementing a large community stabilization and recovery project funded by the United Kingdom Department for International Development (DFID). Commonly referred to as Tuungane ('let's unite' in Swahili), this approximately $147 million project is being implemented in two phases. In the first phase (2007 - 2010), the project reached 1,200 communities in the provinces of South Kivu, Katanga, and Maniema. The second phase (2010 - 2014) builds on the first, expanding the scale of the project and moving beyond work with community groups to focus on building a local governance system that addresses communal priorities. The project will continue supporting community projects, whilst also enabling communities to engage with local authorities and service providers and hold them to account for provision of basic services. In addition, the project intends to expand its geographic reach to the North Kivu province during this second phase. 

The United Nations Development Fund (UNDP), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) are implementing joint and individual community recovery, stabilization and conflict prevention, and livelihoods projects in the provinces of South Kivu, North Kivu, Maniema, and Katanga (Haut Katanga). Overall, the projects seek to: help communities strengthen local governance and enhance/develop local capacity to govern prevent, mitigate and resolve conflict and consolidate peace; facilitate durable social and economic reintegration of returnees, and help improve livelihoods in target communities; and strengthen host communities capacity to absorb the influx of returnees through improving/increasing basic services and productive infrastructure. In addition, UNDP has helped a large number of local administrative entities in the provinces of North and South Kivu to develop integrated local development plans from the groupement
 to the provincial levels. These plans were developed through a participatory approach that empowered communities to actively participate in assessing development challenges they are facing, identify potential solutions, and prioritize suggested interventions. Similarly, MSI, in collaboration with International Alert, has helped a number of additional communities to form local development plans and implement some of the priority projects with funding from the PSCRP project.

More background information regarding the DRC’s challenges and the USG’s strategic approach can be found in the Country Assistance Strategy 2009 to 2013, which is the guiding document for all USG assistance efforts in the DRC. 

Lessons-learned from past and current projects

A review of the performance of past and current projects suggests that post-conflict community stabilization and recovery support activities are the most effective when:

· Beneficiary communities understand the objective and the positive outcomes of the proposed interventions, and activities are community driven;

· Community members are committed to participate actively in the project;

· Community members are fully involved in identifying and prioritizing community needs, and decision-making throughout the process is participatory and inclusive.

· Local authorities (where they exist) are informed and, to the extent possible, included in project activities, and community collaboration with local authorities is enhanced.

· Project activities support/complement/leverage those of other actors whenever feasible.

· Communities are empowered in a way that is not perceived as threatening to existing leadership.

· Small grants are used to assist local communities directly and build significant capacity within a limited number of local civil society organizations.
I. STATEMENT OF PROJECT PURPOSE
The purpose of this multi-sectoral Community Recovery and Livelihoods Project (CRLP) is to promote stable socio-economic recovery in targeted communities in eastern DRC, especially in areas where SGBV and gender inequalities are considered as major challenges to stability and reconciliation. For the purpose of this project, the term “livelihoods” is defined as the means by which households obtain and maintain access to the resources necessary to ensure their immediate and long-term survival. These essential resources can be categorized into six categories: physical, natural, human, financial, social, and political (see the Livelihoods and Conflict Toolkit developed by USAID’s Conflict Management and Mitigation Office (CMM) at http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/cross-cutting_programs/conflict).

The underlying development hypothesis for this project is that, in the absence of external destabilizing forces, stable socio-economic recovery at the community level can be achieved by addressing potential drivers of intra/inter-community conflict, increasing citizen participation in community-based and civil society institutions, and improving economic opportunities. The project recognizes that in order to consolidate recovery gains, both the more productive and entrepreneurial as well as the more marginalized and vulnerable members of society must be included. USAID therefore intends for the project to work along this spectrum, ensuring the inclusion of victims of violence, particularly women and girls, youth, and other vulnerable
 population such as returnees.

This integrated, multi-sectoral program will complement and build on current and past community stabilization, recovery and livelihoods projects, including those of USAID. The CRLP is not a traditional development initiative, but it will rely heavily on tried and proven as well as innovative programming tools from post-conflict and conflict-prone environments. The project is intended to mitigate the drivers of instability in some of the DRC’s most difficult areas through capacity building, sensitization, and material support to beneficiaries. Rapidly responding to community-based initiatives to demonstrate USAID’s and the GDRC’s commitment to improving the standards of living in underserved communities will be a hallmark of this project. Activities will quickly and effectively mitigate critical threats to stability in target areas by building trust and relationships within and between communities with historically difficult relations as well as with local government institutions. The Implementer will be expected to partner with and make extensive use of relevant local, Congolese organizations and institutions during the implementation of the project.

To address drivers of conflict, USAID understands that no international NGO has the capacity to address fully the external threats to communities posed by armed groups. As a result, the CRLP project is solely focused on mitigation and resolving intra/inter- community/ethnic tensions, disputes, and conflicts.

The Implementer of the CRLP will be expected to coordinate with counterparts implementing similar USAID-funded projects, as appropriate, and complement ongoing efforts as a way to improve conditions in the DRC’s underserved, vulnerable communities. The Implementer is also expected to complement and support the stabilization initiatives of the GDRC, MONUSCO, other donors, and other USG agencies in eastern Congo. USAID/DRC views such a close working relationship as absolutely key to the success of the CRLP as its goal, objectives, and approach are strategically integrated with those of other actors and structures supporting the ISSSS and the STAREC strategies. Further, the CRLP Implementer will be responsible for measuring and reporting upon project impact. 
 
Section IV: Program Components provide illustrative activities and types of assistance that USAID believes could help improve stability and livelihoods in targeted communities. These illustrative activities should not be self-limiting and are only given as examples of areas of concern that USAID has identified, not as a checklist of items that the Applicant is required to address. 

The Applicant shall provide a well-rounded and logical plan and may propose, with justification, additional and/or alternative tasks under each component if it is believed that these will better serve to achieve the results. As an annex, the Applicant is also required to provide a draft first-year work plan showing how the activities proposed for each component will be carried out and how they will complement each other in support of achieving the expected results. An illustrative performance management plan (PMP), a critical tool for planning, managing, and documenting performance against set indicators, shall also be included as an annex.
II. PROJECT FOCUS
Except as otherwise agreed, CRLP project must be undertaken in at least two or all of the following three provinces: North Kivu, South Kivu, and Orientale (Ituri District). Specific target areas within these provinces will be the geographic area covered by the six strategic axes identified by the ISSSS and STAREC. It is not required to cover all six strategic axes. USAID believes that maximum impact will be realized through a careful and well described geographic and programmatic targeting of interventions. Thus, the interventions must be strategically targeted and it is imperative to explain clearly the rationale for narrowing the project’s geographic reach to few axes and selecting specific communities. In identifying targeted communities, the Applicant must address relevant factors such as the communities’ experience with conflict and particularly Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (SGBV), as well as their proximity to illicit mining activities. 

Intervening across all project elements, the implementer shall create better livelihoods conditions for at least 80,000 people, at least half of whom will be women.

III. PROJECT COMPONENTS

Project Applicants must address the specific concerns of women and girls – particularly victims of violence – as being central to the program. This includes helping communities develop security plans and mechanisms to ensure, as much as possible, the physical security of its members. The project will target a minimum of 60 communities in some or all of the following target provinces: North Kivu, South Kivu, and Orientale (Ituri District). The Applicant must identify appropriate implementation strategies to avoid further stigmatizing beneficiary marginalized groups mentioned above.

The Implementer should seek to use various activities of each component as a tool for making linkages and fostering collaboration between communities in the same geographic areas or along the same axis by encouraging and helping them identify and pursue community recovery and development projects from which they can collectively benefit. 

Project Component 1: Community-based Conflict Prevention and Management

Component 1 addresses those activities that can be implemented in the short to medium term that directly contribute to the prevention and mitigation of renewed armed or otherwise destabilizing conflict. This component will include activities that reduce community tensions through conflict resolution and reconciliation, while working to address root causes of tension. These activities will support/facilitate the reintegration of refugees
, internally displaced persons (IDPs), and the capacity of the return communities to absorb them. They will be supported by community-driven projects that help to promote reconciliation and social cohesion, such as the construction and rehabilitation of socially productive infrastructure. Specific assistance will be provided to ensure that women are able to participate equally in conflict management structures and processes. These elements are complementary rather than “stand-alone.” Given the community-based technical approach discussed below, there will be significant linkages between these elements, such that communities at large, including returnees and other marginalized groups are actively engaged in peace building and reconciliation and apply this learning in the context of participatory self-help projects and infrastructure repair or construction, for example. 

Through the envisioned stabilization activities, USAID expects the Implementers to strengthen targeted beneficiaries’ capacity to develop community development projects and manage their implementation effectively. The Implementer will set up small grant packages to fund stabilization and recovery projects (e.g. social and productive infrastructure rehabilitation), designed so that community members take the lead in their management and/or implementation. Providing financial resources and enabling communities to take the lead in developing and implementing solutions to their problems will promote greater interaction and collaboration between community member (including conflicting groups), enhance communication and mutual understanding, and create a conducive environment for community members to put aside their differences and pursue common interests. 

Illustrative activities:

· Conflict prevention and management activities: Implementers will work with targeted communities to strengthen or develop mechanisms and structures for mitigating, preventing, and resolving disputes/conflicts at the community level. This will include work through domestic community organizations/institutions to conduct sensitization activities on the need and benefits of peace, reconciliation, and stability.

· Basic infrastructure rehabilitation/construction: the project is expected to help rehabilitate or build basic social service and productive infrastructure in communities where needed for community recovery. This infrastructure could include schools, health centers, water conservation systems, road rehabilitation, local market stands, and small bridges. 

· Women’s participation: women will be assisted to participate equally in conflict management structures and processes. 

Project component 2: Strengthening Citizens’ Participation 

Component 2 envisions improving citizen participation at all levels by mobilizing citizens to be active in community based and/or civil society organizations in order to make their voices heard within their respective communities, influence various decision-making processes, and effectively contribute to improving livelihoods in their communities. This should contribute to a greater sense of efficacy and improve community cohesion. Activities under this component seek to mobilize communities around self-defined, local priorities and to promote advocacy with local and relevant provincial authorities responsible for delivering services or otherwise support community development.

A key aspect of this component is institution building and developing inter-institutional relationships and networks. By identifying institutions from the community level to territorial and higher levels, and by including NGOs, donors, civil society, government and stakeholders in this process, at least two significant outcomes will be achieved: 1) the Implementer, through relevant existing programs, will facilitate and strengthen collaboration around specific economic growth, including agricultural projects that contribute to strengthening the value chain for commodities, and 2) increased collaboration and communication throughout institutions in the targeted areas will facilitate cooperation towards collectively-identified social objectives. The Implementer is expected to assess and strengthen the capacities of community institutions of governance at the local level to enhance their abilities to play their respective roles effectively in stabilization and development processes. This is particularly pertinent for community-based institutions working in the agriculture sector. Special emphasis could be put on developing institutional relationships at the community and inter-community levels to improve communication, collaboration and coordination of efforts. Such an exercise could lay a solid foundation and facilitate the development of a common strategic approach or coordinated plan that is practical has great potential to strengthen participating communities and specific value chains in targeted areas. 

Gender equity and increased opportunities (particularly for women victims of violence and other vulnerable and marginalized people) will be a major consideration throughout the implementation of this component. 

Illustrative activities

· Strengthening community governance structures: Technical assistance to community-based organizations (CBOs) and civil society organizations (CSOs) to enhance their organizational and operational capacity. Help develop targeted institutions capacity to aggregate and respond to community needs and better carry out their functions. Technical assistance to building the capacity of community based organizations to carry out their mandates.

· Enhancing citizens’ participation and advocacy: Technical assistance to facilitate the establishment of linkages between community members and their governing officials. Help create opportunities for collaboration – e.g. facilitating participatory planning and implementation of local development projects; encouraging periodic consultations between citizens and members of community governing bodies. This may include training and sensitization to enhance community members’ understanding of the basic principles of good governance and their roles and responsibilities in community governance processes.

· Women’s participation: Women will be assisted to associate and to participate in decision-making processes that affect their communities.

Project component 3: Improving livelihoods 

The objective of Component 3 of the CRLP is to expand economic opportunities in the agricultural sector by providing training in farming techniques and material support to farmers; and building mutually beneficial linkages between farmers, buyers, and transporters. In target areas, agriculture is one of the main sources of subsistence food, jobs, and income. Virtually all households are directly or indirectly involved in agriculture related activities (production, transformation/processing, transportation, and/or commercialization). Protracted armed conflicts and resulting population displacements, difficult access to land
 and market, devastating crop diseases such as banana anthomona wilt (BXW), and cassava mosaic
, and burdensome taxes and corruption have decimated once flourishing staple and cash crops farming capacities in eastern Congo. The deeply rooted cultural belief in many areas of eastern Congo that farming work is exclusively for women is another major contributing factor to low agricultural production in target areas.
 Widespread poverty and food insecurity in target areas is, in large part, the manifestation of the substantial decline of productivity in the agricultural sector, and the lack of viable jobs/livelihoods alternatives.

Land is very fertile in the targeted zones of intervention. Yet, most people are unable to produce enough to feed themselves and/or generate sufficient income from their main (often only) economic activity – agriculture. If agricultural commodities could be produced in larger quantities, transformed locally (adding value) and transported to local and regional markets, agriculture could be a viable and profitable economic activity, and a powerful tool for stabilization and community recovery. Facilitating farming households’ engagement in revenue-producing activities in agriculture will provide short and long-term jobs and better living conditions for beneficiaries, and enable them to contribute to stabilization rather than detracting from it. Given the lack of other viable economic activities such as manufacturing, construction and other service sector activities, the unemployed segment of the population (including men and youth) has very limited to no opportunities for employment outside the agriculture sector. The Implementer of the CRLP will seek to engage this rapidly growing
 and impatient demographic who are potential candidates for recruitment to armed groups or susceptible to engaging in destabilizing violent and criminal activities.

The activities under this component will focus on strengthening the capacity of farmers in target communities to improve agricultural techniques and practices (production and processing); create mutually beneficial linkages among producers, buyers and transporters; identify and strengthen the capacity of relevant civic and governmental organizations and institutions to play their respective roles in linking and supporting farmers, buyers, and transporters; and initiating and facilitating collaboration among various actors to address illegal taxation and other corrupt practices along the roads and in markets. This component, integrated with other components of this project, will tie the economic development tools utilized with other community-level interventions to create a package of assistance that is community-driven and sensitive to local conditions that contribute to stabilization. Other value chains the implementer may also consider including sustainable eco-friendly farming and sustainable woodlots for charcoal production. 

Two local institutions are key entry points to agricultural activities in DRC: Rural Agricultural Management Committees (Conseils Agricoles Rurals de Gestion, CARGs) and community development committees (CDCs).
 The CARGs aim to provide a forum at the level of the territoire for civil society groups, private sector and others to express and advocate for their needs and priorities. Generally headed by the village chief, the CDC is a focal point for implementing agriculture development activities at village level. Adopting a focus on sustainability and exit strategies implies that capacity strengthening of these existing local institutions, rather than establishing parallel institutions, is absolutely critical in the DRC. The Implementer may also consider reaching out and work with existing institutions specialized in researching and/or providing agriculture extension services such as the Institut Supérieur de Développement Rural (ISDRD) and agriculture departments of Congolese universities. 

Illustrative activities

· Agricultural livelihoods: Focus on enhancing agricultural productivity and economic returns from agriculture by introducing better farming practices/techniques, rehabilitating/building basic agriculture infrastructure, and better market access. To the extent possible, the Implementer should work closely with the CARGs and CDCs to take advantage of their potential extension programs and facilitate extension services for the program participants. The Implementer could also work with value chain participants like seed, fertilizer and tool suppliers, traders, etc. to enhance supply of these inputs to farmers.

· Facilitate the development of agriculture support services: the Implementer could work with existing service providers (such as input suppliers) and assist businesses (such as traders, processors, or wholesalers) in delivering requisite training and support services. For the service provider or buyer, providing such services represent good customer service and helps build trust and loyalty. 

· Alternative livelihoods: For those who would like to move out of or supplement agriculture income, the Implementer could support the development of alternative income generating activities, including services and commerce. Where appropriate, applicants should address potential linkages to the mining sector.

· Gender roles: The Implementer should facilitate community-level dialogue on rights and roles of men and women on topics such as the roles of men in agricultural production and the rights of women to access land and live in physical security.

IV. MONITORING AND EVALUATION

Given the fluid environment in which the project will be implemented, monitoring and evaluation (M&E) will be among the most important aspects of the project. The Implementer will be responsible for establishing a robust and thorough M&E plan that will adequately determine if and how project goals are being accomplished or if they should be adjusted. The CRLP implementer should be cognizant of the best data collection practices that have been developed for other regions where data availability is limited and quality is deficient. Among the techniques that should be considered is the use of a wide variety of data sources and methods and collaboration with other actors and institutions including governments, international organizations, NGOs, and various other development partners in relevant sectors. Most importantly, the value of local knowledge as a source of data should not be underestimated. In initial community surveys/baseline assessments, the assistance of community and opinion leaders, local councils/committees, and potential beneficiaries will be invaluable and should be enlisted as much as possible for the purpose of future involvement in the process. 

The Applicant will provide a proposed performance management plan (PMP) as part of a response to this RFA. The PMP will be reviewed as part of the selection process, and finalized not later than 45 days after award. The PMP should provide the following:

· Data collection procedures (e.g. how often data is collected, who collects the data, who analyzes the data collected, controls in place to safeguard data);

· Data quality information for all relevant indicators (USAID proposed/Implementer proposed indicators). Data quality includes: a precise definition of the indicator, unit of measure, and disaggregation information to include women, youth, members of vulnerable populations and people with disabilities;

· Life of activity targets for each relevant indicator for each fiscal year of this program (see data table); and

· The procedures for ensuring the data quality of sub-implementers reported data.

The Implementer will develop and manage a process of assessing and reporting that supports reaching the program outcomes while strengthening impact. The program monitoring and evaluation plan will be designed to disaggregate by gender, allowing for the full capture of program impact on women. USAID may commission an independent baseline study or mid-term or end of project evaluation. 

In compliance with the new USAID policy on evaluation, two independent field evaluation/impact studies shall be conducted: one mid-term evaluation after two years of project implementation and a final performance evaluation at the end of the project. The results will allow for learning-based adjustments to be made in the program and/or for the purpose of adjusting future programming. USAID/DRC will use program support funds to cover the costs of the evaluations and determine the timing of the studies in consultation with the implementer. The evaluations may be conducted by dTS, which was recently contracted to supply monitoring and evaluation services to the USAID/DRC Mission.

Other approaches to monitoring and evaluation under the program could include utilization of stakeholder participation in monitoring and evaluation planning and implementation. Such approaches to monitoring and evaluation can provide a larger sense of ownership of the program. Participatory monitoring and evaluation has been shown to build a greater sense of ownership and increases the likelihood that the program will have a greater and more sustainable impact in the target communities. The program's success will greatly depend on the information provided and learned from the beneficiaries and the different stakeholders of the program, as they can provide the best source of information on implementation problems (where products are missing, why certain services are not currently being provided, issues involving logistics, etc.) and help shape the program actions and logistics.

V. GUIDING PRINCIPLES

· Gender equity: The Implementer must pursue an integrated approach with an effort to assess the different implications for women and men within all activities, all areas and at all levels of the project. The Implementer will analyze and consider the socio economic environment in which women sustain their livelihoods and make programming decisions to ensure that women benefit from project’s interventions. In addition, the Applicant must demonstrate how other cross-cutting issues such as mining and SGBV-concerns are taken into account in target community selection and project design. 

· Coordinating and resource leveraging: The Implementer will work in close coordination and collaboration with relevant Congolese government structures, other donors, USAID/DRC implementing partners, local partners, and other relevant stakeholders. This will entail, among other relationships, coordination with provincial authorities in control of provincial development plans and budgets. The Implementer must clearly demonstrate active participation, responsibility and benefits-sharing across USG-programs and implementing partners. 

· Integration of lessons learned: The Implementer will develop activities that take into account lessons learned from previous and on-going community based stabilization projects.

· Rapid start-up, implementation: This program is intended to provide rapid community-level impact. Applicants must demonstrate the ability to mobilize and deploy core staff on the ground, and start actual activity implementation within six to eight weeks of award. Applicants are also encouraged to demonstrate that they have contingency plans to provide the necessary interim staff so that rapid implementation proceeds regardless of the speed of local staff recruitment. 

· Rapid response mechanism: The targeted CRLP operating environment is inherently volatile. Therefore, the Implementer is expected to develop an effective mechanism for rapid response to targets of opportunity to mitigate conflict and advance peace and reconciliation. Such a mechanism will enable the Implementer to be fully prepared and equipped to take advantage of possible unexpected windows of opportunities by quickly conducting unplanned activities that can prevent setbacks, eliminate or reduce negative impacts of external events on project activities, or quickly conduct unplanned activities or address emerging community needs that could further enhance project impact and sustainability. This would be done through setting aside a rapid response fund and developing a mechanism for quickly assessing the need to use the funds for specific activities and accessing the funds on a short notice. 

· Public Private Partnerships: The Implementer should seek, develop, and maintain private and/or public sector partnerships that augment project interventions and /or sustain them beyond the life of the project.

· Community capacity building: The Implementer will ensure that community members from across a wide spectrum, particularly marginalized groups, such as women, are directly engaged in the identification of community recovery priorities, and in the design and implementation of the projects as decision makers. Existing structures and organizations in the targeted communities can and should be used when they are or can be modified to be inclusive and ensure the direct engagement of this broad spectrum of community members. 

· Sustainability: The Implementer will use existing structures or institutions, whenever possible, to ensure interventions sustain beyond project life.

· Flexibility: The Implementer must be ready to adjust, in consultation with the Agreement Officer’s Technical Representative (AOTR), its interventions/approaches depending on changes in the operational environment and interventions from other actors on the ground. Initial activities and future adjustments on the ground must be consistent with do-no-harm principles.
 Proposals should describe the preventative measures and systems in place to ensure that activity inputs do not in and of themselves become conflict triggers. 

· Environment: The Implementer will develop and observe environmental mitigation measures for project activities, particularly for agriculture-related activities. The Mission Environmental Officer (MEO) must clear all activities, and recommended environmental management and mitigation plans will be developed in consultation with the MEO. All activities will comply with the Assistance Objective level Initial Environmental Evaluation (IEE) for both the Office of Peace and Stability and the Office of Economic Growth within USAID/DRC.

· Integrated activity implementation: Although some specific objectives described in this RFA may have a primarily sectoral or community governance focus, any agreement resulting from this solicitation is expected to achieve both sectoral and community governance outcomes concurrently and to be multisectoral. Activities should be organized in an integrated manner rather than by standalone program component to the greatest extent possible. 

· Needs and viability assessments: Be able to conduct rapid needs assessment as first step of implementation to understand community dynamics, needs, and priorities in the geographic focus areas. The assessment should determine the suitability of the CRLP for each targeted vulnerable community, the likelihood of meaningful impact by this project, and the potential pitfalls of working in, among, and between communities.

The nature of this project strongly suggests that Applicants should create multi-organization partnerships or consortiums to be able to bring the diverse expertise and experience needed to design and implement the described activities. The variety of skills and experiences in the key staff should reflect the diversity of the proposed program, and credibly support the feasibility of implementing such a program. It will be essential to have key and support staff that demonstrate expertise in various sectors described in this project description. USAID is aware of the challenges this poses to project implementation. Applicants that propose such a partnership are encouraged to designate a clear prime implementer who will be responsible for communications between USAID and the project, for coordinating the activities of all partners and will take ultimate responsibility for achieving the results. 

[END OF SECTION A]
SECTION B – INSTRUCTIONS AND RFA INFORMATION
I. BASIC AWARD INFORMATION

1. ESTIMATED FUNDING: Subject to the availability of funds, USAID intends to provide approximately $20,000,000 in total funding for the Community Recovery and Livelihoods Project in the DRC. USAID may make one or more award(s) without discussions to responsible applicants whose applications offer the greatest value to the extent they are necessary, negotiations will be conducted with the Apparently Successful Applicant(s). Award(s) will be made to the responsible applicant(s) whose application(s) offers the greatest value, cost and other factors considered. USAID reserves the right to fund any or none of the applications submitted.
2. PERFORMANCE PERIOD: The anticipated program start date is October 15, 2011 for a four year period through to October 14, 2015.
3. AWARD TYPE: USAID anticipates the award will be a Cooperative Agreement. Substantial Involvement under the award is expected to be as follows:

· Approval of the Recipient's Implementation Plans (“Work Plans”).

· Approval of Recipient's Specified Key Personnel.

· Agency and Recipient Collaboration or Joint Participation. This may include: concurrence on the provision of sub-awards and M&E plans and re-direction of the program as/when appropriate.

· Agency authority to immediately halt a construction activity.

4. AUTHORIZED GEOGRAPHIC CODE: The Authorized Geographic Code is 000 for the procurement of goods and services.

5. BRANDING STRATEGY AND MARKING PLAN: The successful applicant(s) will be required to submit a Branding Strategy and Marking Plan to be evaluated and approved by the Agreement Officer with concurrence from the Agreement Officer Technical Representative. A Branding Implementation Strategy and Marking Plan shall be in accordance with USAID Branding and Marking plan as required per ADS 320. Refer to ADS 320, (http://www.usaid.gov/policy/ads/300/) specifically 320.3.3.3 for more information. The Recipient shall comply with the requirements of the USAID “Graphic Standards Manual” available at www.usaid.gov/branding, or any successor branding policy. Pending formal Mission guidance, activity with a government entity will be branded, as appropriate, for the program's stabilization goals (USAID Graphic Standards Manual 4.10).

II. ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION
1. USAID policy encourages competition in the award of Grants and Cooperative Agreements. In response to this RFA, any U.S. or non-U. S. organisations, non-profit, or for-profit entity is eligible to apply.

2. USAID encourages applications from potential new partners.
3. Cost sharing is encouraged of at least 10% – 25% but not required. It is USAID policy that the principle of cost sharing is an important element of the USAID-Recipient relationship. Among other things, cost sharing enables USAID to mobilize additional resources for a program where USAID funding is limited. It also demonstrates the organization’s commitment to the program.

III. APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION
PART I – SUBMISSION AND PREPARATION GUIDELINES

QUESTIONS REGARDING THE RFA

Any questions concerning this RFA should be submitted in writing to Regional Acquisition and Assistance Specialist Mr. Ketan Sood, via email at KSood@USAID.Gov and Regional Acquisition and Assistance Specialist Ms. Salome Bamaka-Safi at SBamaka@USAID.Gov by the date stated above. Questions sent to any other e-mail address will not be responded to. The e-mail transmitting the questions must reference the RFA number and title on the subject line of the e-mail. The deadline for receiving questions is 0800 Kenya time August 29, 2011. If there are problems in downloading the RFA from the Internet, please contact the Grants.gov help desk at 1.800.518.4726 or support@grants.gov for technical assistance.
ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS VIA E-MAIL IS REQUIRED.

Please submit your applications to all of the email addresses below by 8:00am, Nairobi, Kenya Time, September 15, 2011. Receipt by either one of these addresses by the deadline for submission will constitute timely receipt of your application. RECEIPT TIME IS WHEN THE APPLICATION IS RECEIVED BY THE AID/EAST AFRICA INTERNET SERVER. Paper copies of the applications are not required. The addresses for the receipt of proposals are: LMcElroy@USAID.Gov, KSood@USAID.Gov and SBamaka@USAID.Gov.

 Applications which are submitted late or do not follow the instructions contained herein run the risk of not being considered in the review process.

All applications received by the deadline will be reviewed for responsiveness to the specifications outlined in these guidelines and the application format. Cost sharing is encouraged of at least 10% – 25% but not required.
Applications should take into account the evaluation criteria provided in Section C and must include the Representations and Certifications provided in Part II of this Section below. In the event Representations and Certifications are not submitted with the Application, they must be completed before final award is made.

Please note that Technical and Cost Applications should be kept separate. The Cost Application must contain a clearly identified section on cost sharing including sources for those funds.

Applicants should retain for their records one copy of the application and all enclosures which accompany their application. Erasures or other changes must be initialed by the person signing the application. To facilitate the competitive review of the applications, USAID will consider only applications conforming to the format prescribed below.

Technical Application Format

Applications must be submitted electronically in readable MS Word and .pdf (Adobe Acrobat) versions. In case of any conflicts between the MS Word and .pdf versions of the application, the .pdf version will govern as it will be the version presented to the Technical Evaluation Panel.

Applicants are advised that any pages exceeding any of the prescribed limits below will not be considered for evaluation.

Applications must be readable and must not require magnification (!). Please be kind to the evaluators and keep the technical application clear, concise, easy to follow, while also in complete compliance with the instructions herein.

THE TECHNICAL APPLICATION HAS A STRICT THIRTY (25) PAGE LIMIT.
The technical proposal submitted should be submitted in four parts as follows:
Part I – Technical Proposal

The technical application should clearly and concisely outline how the Applicant proposes to meet the critical needs identified in the objective(s) and how the Applicant will achieve its expected results. The application must include a detailed description of the management approach for implementing the proposed program, which includes specifying the composition and organizational structure of the entire implementation team (including home office support); describing each team member's role and level of effort.

Part II – CVs of Key personnel 

A more detailed description of proposed key personnel, which in this case are: the Chief of Party/Country Director, Agriculture Development Advisor and Community Governance Advisor, as well as any other personnel for whom the Applicant wishes to provide CVs.
Part III – First 12-MONTH Work-plan

The applicant must submit a first 12-months work plan which displays expected activities per month to achieve the annual performance targets (as specified in the Performance Management and Evaluation Plan) and results required under each objective. The work plan will describe activities to be conducted at a greater level of detail than in the Program Description, but shall be cross-referenced with the applicable sections in the Program Description. All work plan activities must be within the Program Description and shall not change the Program Description.
Part IV – Past Performance References and Information

Please provide a list of current U.S. Government and/or privately-funded contracts, grants, cooperative agreements, etc., and the name, address, and telephone number of the Contract/Agreement Officer or other contact person, who we may contact if we need to. A narrative description of accomplishments under these should be provided. References do not necessarily need to be from USAID.

Cost Application Format

The Cost Application is to be submitted via a separate email from the Technical Application. There is no page limit for the cost application. Certain documents are required to be submitted by an applicant in order for the Agreement Officer to make a determination of responsibility. However, it is USAID policy not to burden applicants with undue reporting requirements if that information is readily available through other sources. A Cost Application consists of:

· The SF-424, Application for Federal Assistance; SF-424A, Budget Information – Non-Construction Programs; and SF-424B, Assurances – Non-Construction Programs. These forms may be downloaded from the following website: www.usaid.gov/forms); 

· A summary budget;

· A detailed/itemized budget;

· A detailed budget narrative explaining costs to be incurred – please also provide a separate detailed budget narrative for all proposed subawards; and

· Other administrative documentation as required.

· Provide costs for the proposed fourth year separately from the first three years.

The following sections describe the documentation that applicants for Assistance award must submit to USAID prior to award. While there is no page limit for this portion, applicants are encouraged to be as concise as possible, but still provide the necessary detail to address the following:

The required budget format is embedded here (please double click on the Figure 1 icon):
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RFA Budget Template

Please be sure that the budget includes at least the following elements:

· The breakdown of all costs associated with the program according to costs of, if applicable, headquarters, regional and/or country offices; 

· The breakdown of all costs according to each partner organization involved in the program, in the same detail and format as the budget template; 

· Potential contributions of non-USAID or private commercial donors to this Cooperative Agreement, including, the breakdown of the financial and in-kind contributions (cost sharing) of all organizations involved in implementing this Cooperative Agreement.

· Summary of program vs. administrative costs. Indirect costs should be included in administration costs even if it relates to a program item.

Also include:

1. For cost share proposed: Information that provides detailed support and evidence that any proposed cost sharing will actually be provided and materialize
2. Details of sub-award arrangements to the extent they are known at the time of application development: In case there are multiple organizations and partners, please explain as clearly as possible the management structure and how the parties are going to interact. If there are formal legal arrangements such as sub awards or sub contracts please clearly explain how these are to be structured and list past experience between the organizations.

NOTE: If sub-awards are anticipated and not explained in the original application, the agreement officer’s approval (after award) may be required before the sub-agreement may be executed.

3. A copy of the self-certification for compliance with USAID policies and procedures for personnel, procurement, and travel, as well as all certifications and representations in Part II below.

4. A copy of the organization’s U.S. Government Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (NICRA), if applicable.

5. Applicants should submit additional evidence of responsibility they deem necessary for the Agreement Officer to make a determination of responsibility. The information submitted should substantiate that the Applicant:

A. Has adequate financial resources or the ability to obtain such resources as required during the performance of the award.

B. Has the ability to comply with the award conditions, taking into account all existing and currently prospective commitments of the applicant, non-governmental and governmental.

C. Has a satisfactory record of performance. Past relevant unsatisfactory performance is ordinarily sufficient to justify a finding of non-responsibility, unless there is clear evidence of subsequent satisfactory performance.

D. Has a satisfactory record of integrity and business ethics; and

E. Is otherwise qualified and eligible to receive a cooperative agreement under applicable laws and regulations (e.g., EEO).

PART II – REQUIRED REPRESENTATIONS AND CERTIFICATIONS (ADS 303.3.8)
CERTIFICATIONS, ASSURANCES, AND OTHER STATEMENTS OF THE RECIPIENT (MAY 2006)

NOTE: When these Certifications, Assurances, and Other Statements of Recipient are used for cooperative agreements, the term "Grant" means "Cooperative Agreement".
A. CERTIFICATIONS AND ASSURANCES
1. ASSURANCE OF COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING NON-DISCRIMINATION IN FEDERALLY ASSISTED PROGRAMS

Note: This certification applies to Non-U.S. organizations if any part of the program will be undertaken in the United States.

(a) The recipient hereby assures that no person in the United States shall, on the bases set forth below, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under, any program or activity receiving financial assistance from USAID, and that with respect to the Cooperative Agreement for which application is being made, it will comply with the requirements of:

(1) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Pub. L. 88-352, 42 U.S.C. 2000-d), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color or national origin, in programs and activities receiving Federal financial assistance;

(2) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of handicap in programs and activities receiving Federal financial assistance;

(3) The Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended (Pub. L. 95-478), which prohibits discrimination based on age in the delivery of services and benefits supported with Federal funds;

(4) Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681, et seq.), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in education programs and activities receiving Federal financial assistance (whether or not the programs or activities are offered or sponsored by an educational institution); and

(5) USAID regulations implementing the above nondiscrimination laws, set forth in Chapter II of Title 22 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

(b) If the recipient is an institution of higher education, the Assurances given herein extend to admission practices and to all other practices relating to the treatment of students or clients of the institution, or relating to the opportunity to participate in the provision of services or other benefits to such individuals, and shall be applicable to the entire institution unless the recipient establishes to the satisfaction of the USAID Administrator that the institution's practices in designated parts or programs of the institution will in no way affect its practices in the program of the institution for which financial assistance is sought, or the beneficiaries of, or participants in, such programs.

(c) This assurance is given in consideration of and for the purpose of obtaining any and all Federal grants, loans, contracts, property, discounts, or other Federal financial assistance extended after the date hereof to the recipient by the Agency, including installment payments after such date on account of applications for Federal financial assistance which was approved before such date. The recipient recognizes and agrees that such Federal financial assistance will be extended in reliance on the representations and agreements made in this Assurance, and that the United States shall have the right to seek judicial enforcement of this Assurance. This Assurance is binding on the recipient, its successors, transferees, and assignees, and the person or persons whose signatures appear below are authorized to sign this Assurance on behalf of the recipient.

2. CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING

The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

(a) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal Cooperative Agreement, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment or modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.

(b) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure of Lobbying Activities,” in accordance with its instructions.

(c) The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents for all subawards at all tiers (including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, loans, and cooperative agreements) and that all subrecipients shall certify and disclose accordingly.

(d) This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was made or entered into. Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, United States Code. Any person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

Statement for Loan Guarantees and Loan Insurance

The undersigned states, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that: If any funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this commitment providing for the United States to insure or guarantee a loan, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying," in accordance with its instructions. Submission of this statement is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the required statement shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

3. PROHIBITION ON ASSISTANCE TO DRUG TRAFFICKERS FOR COVERED COUNTRIES AND INDIVIDUALS (ADS 206)

USAID reserves the right to terminate this Agreement, to demand a refund or take other appropriate measures if the Grantee is found to have been convicted of a narcotics offense or to have been engaged in drug trafficking as defined in 22 CFR Part 140. The undersigned shall review USAID ADS 206 to determine if any certifications are required for Key Individuals or Covered Participants.

If there are COVERED PARTICIPANTS: USAID reserves the right to terminate assistance to or take other appropriate measures with respect to, any participant approved by USAID who is found to have been convicted of a narcotics offense or to have been engaged in drug trafficking as defined in 22 CFR Part 140.

4. CERTIFICATION REGARDING TERRORIST FINANCING IMPLEMENTING EXECUTIVE ORDER 13224

By signing and submitting this application, the prospective recipient provides the certification set out below:

1. The Recipient, to the best of its current knowledge, did not provide, within the previous ten years, and will take all reasonable steps to ensure that it does not and will not knowingly provide, material support or resources to any individual or entity that commits, attempts to commit, advocates, facilitates, or participates in terrorist acts, or has committed, attempted to commit, facilitated, or participated in terrorist acts, as that term is defined in paragraph 3.

2. The following steps may enable the Recipient to comply with its obligations under paragraph 1:

(a) Before providing any material support or resources to an individual or entity, the Recipient will verify that the individual or entity does not (i) appear on the master list of Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons, which list is maintained by the U.S. Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) and is available online at OFAC’s website: http://www.treas.gov/offices/eotffc/ofac/sdn/t11sdn.pdf, or (ii) is not included in any supplementary information concerning prohibited individuals or entities that may be provided by USAID to the Recipient.

(b) Before providing any material support or resources to an individual or entity, the Recipient also will verify that the individual or entity has not been designated by the United Nations Security (UNSC) sanctions committee established under UNSC Resolution 1267 (1999) (the “1267 Committee”) [individuals and entities linked to the Taliban, Usama bin Laden, or the Al Qaida Organization]. To determine whether there has been a published designation of an individual or entity by the 1267 Committee, the Recipient should refer to the consolidated list available online at the Committee’s website: 

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/committees/1267/1267ListEng.htm .

(c) Before providing any material support or resources to an individual or entity, the Recipient will consider all information about that individual or entity of which it is aware and all public information that is reasonably available to it or of which it should be aware.

(d) The Recipient also will implement reasonable monitoring and oversight procedures to safeguard against assistance being diverted to support terrorist activity.

3. For purposes of this Certification:
(a) “Material support and resources” means currency or monetary instruments or financial securities, financial services, lodging, training, expert advice or assistance, safehouses, false documentation or identification, communications equipment, facilities, weapons, lethal substances, explosives, personnel, transportation, and other physical assets, except medicine or religious materials.”

(b) “Terrorist act” means:
(i) an act prohibited pursuant to one of the 12 United Nations Conventions and Protocols related to terrorism (see UN terrorism conventions Internet site: http://untreaty.un.org/English/Terrorism.asp); or

(ii) an act of premeditated, politically motivated violence perpetrated against noncombatant targets by subnational groups or clandestine agents; or

(iii) any other act intended to cause death or serious bodily injury to a civilian, or to any other person not taking an active part in hostilities in a situation of armed conflict, when the purpose of such act, by its nature or context, is to intimidate a population, or to compel a government or an international organization to do or to abstain from doing any act.

(c) “Entity” means a partnership, association, corporation, or other organization, group or subgroup.

(d) References in this Certification to the provision of material support and resources shall not be deemed to include the furnishing of USAID funds or USAID-financed commodities to the ultimate beneficiaries of USAID assistance, such as recipients of food, medical care, micro-enterprise loans, shelter, etc., unless the Recipient has reason to believe that one or more of these beneficiaries commits, attempts to commit, advocates, facilitates, or participates in terrorist acts, or has committed, attempted to commit, facilitated or participated in terrorist acts.

(e) The Recipient’s obligations under paragraph 1 are not applicable to the procurement of goods and/or services by the Recipient that are acquired in the ordinary course of business through contract or purchase, e.g., utilities, rents, office supplies, gasoline, etc., unless the Recipient has reason to believe that a vendor or supplier of such goods and services commits, attempts to commit, advocates, facilitates, or participates in terrorist acts, or has committed, attempted to commit, facilitated or participated in terrorist acts.

This Certification is an express term and condition of any agreement issued as a result of this application, and any violation of it shall be grounds for unilateral termination of the agreement by USAID prior to the end of its term.

5. CERTIFICATION OF RECIPIENT

By signing below the recipient provides certifications and assurances for (1) the Assurance of Compliance with Laws and Regulations Governing Non-Discrimination in Federally Assisted Programs, (2) the Certification Regarding Lobbying, and (3) the Certification Regarding Terrorist Financing Implementing Executive Order 13224 above.

RFA/APS No.:


_______________________________

Application No.:


_______________________________
Date of Application: 

_______________________________
Name of Recipient:

_______________________________
Typed Name and Title:

_______________________________
Signature:


_______________________________
Date:



_______________________________
B. KEY INDIVIDUAL CERTIFICATION NARCOTICS OFFENSES AND DRUG TRAFFICKING

I hereby certify that within the last ten years:

1. I have not been convicted of a violation of, or a conspiracy to violate, any law or regulation of the United States or any other country concerning narcotic or psychotropic drugs or other controlled substances.

2. I am not and have not been an illicit trafficker in any such drug or controlled substance.

3. I am not and have not been a knowing assistor, abettor, conspirator, or colluder with others in the illicit trafficking in any such drug or substance.

Signature: 

_______________________________
Date: 


_______________________________
Name:


_______________________________
Title/Position:

_______________________________
Organization:

_______________________________
Address:

_______________________________
_______________________________
Date of Birth:

_______________________________
NOTICE:

1. You are required to sign this Certification under the provisions of 22 CFR Part 140, Prohibition on Assistance to Drug Traffickers. These regulations were issued by the Department of State and require that certain key individuals of organizations must sign this Certification.

2. If you make a false Certification you are subject to U.S. criminal prosecution under 18 U.S.C. 1001.

C. PARTICIPANT CERTIFICATION NARCOTICS OFFENSES AND DRUG TRAFFICKING

1. I hereby certify that within the last ten years:

(a) I have not been convicted of a violation of, or a conspiracy to violate, any law or regulation of the United States or any other country concerning narcotic or psychotropic drugs or other controlled substances.

(b) I am not and have not been an illicit trafficker in any such drug or controlled substance.

(c) I am not or have not been a knowing assistor, abettor, conspirator, or colluder with others in the illicit trafficking in any such drug or substance.

2. I understand that USAID may terminate my training if it is determined that I engaged in the above conduct during the last ten years or during my USAID training.

Signature: 

_______________________________
Date: 


_______________________________
Name:


_______________________________
Address:

_______________________________

_______________________________
Date of Birth:

_______________________________
NOTICE:

1. You are required to sign this Certification under the provisions of 22 CFR Part 140, Prohibition on Assistance to Drug Traffickers. These regulations were issued by the Department of State and require that certain key individuals of organizations must sign this Certification.

2. If you make a false Certification you are subject to U.S. criminal prosecution under 18 U.S.C. 1001.

D. CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE STANDARD PROVISIONS ENTITLED “CONDOMS” AND “PROHIBITION ON THE PROMOTION OR ADVOCACY OF THE LEGALIZATION OR PRACTICE OF PROSTITUTION OR SEX TRAFFICKING.”

Applicability: This certification requirement only applies to the prime recipient. Before a U.S. or non-U.S. non-governmental organization receives FY04-FY08 HIV/AIDS funds under a grant or cooperative agreement, such recipient must provide to the Agreement Officer a certification substantially as follows:

“[Recipient's name] certifies compliance as applicable with the standard provisions entitled “Condoms” and “Prohibition on the Promotion or Advocacy of the Legalization or Practice of Prostitution or Sex Trafficking” included in the referenced agreement.”

RFA/APS No.:


_______________________________

Application No.:


_______________________________
Date of Application: 

_______________________________
Name of Applicant:

_______________________________
Typed Name and Title:

_______________________________
Signature:


_______________________________
Date:



_______________________________
E. SURVEY ON ENSURING EQUAL OPPORTUNITY FOR APPLICANTS

Applicability: All RFA’s must include the attached Survey on Ensuring Equal Opportunity for Applicants as an attachment to the RFA package. Applicants under unsolicited applications are also to be provided the survey. ( While inclusion of the survey by Agreement Officers in RFA packages is required, the applicant’s completion of the survey is voluntary, and must not be a requirement of the RFA. The absence of a completed survey in an application may not be a basis upon which the application is determined incomplete or non-responsive. Applicants who volunteer to complete and submit the survey under a competitive or non-competitive action are instructed within the text of the survey to submit it as part of the application process.)
F. OTHER STATEMENTS OF RECIPIENT
1. AUTHORIZED INDIVIDUALS

The recipient represents that the following persons are authorized to negotiate on its behalf with the Government and to bind the recipient in connection with this application or grant:

Name

Title

Telephone No. 

Facsimile No.

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

2. TAXPAYER IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (TIN)

If the recipient is a U.S. organization, or a foreign organization which has income effectively connected with the conduct of activities in the U.S. or has an office or a place of business or a fiscal paying agent in the U.S., please indicate the recipient's TIN:

TIN:
________________________________

3. DATA UNIVERSAL NUMBERING SYSTEM (DUNS) NUMBER

(a) In the space provided at the end of this provision, the recipient should supply the Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number applicable to that name and address. Recipients should take care to report the number that identifies the recipient's name and address exactly as stated in the proposal.

(b) The DUNS is a 9-digit number assigned by Dun and Bradstreet Information Services. If the recipient does not have a DUNS number, the recipient should call Dun and Bradstreet directly at 1-800-333-0505. A DUNS number will be provided immediately by telephone at no charge to the recipient. The recipient should be prepared to provide the following information:

(1) Recipient's name.

(2) Recipient's address.

(3) Recipient's telephone number.

(4) Line of business.

(5) Chief executive officer/key manager.

(6) Date the organization was started.

(7) Number of people employed by the recipient.

(8) Company affiliation.

(c) Recipients located outside the United States may obtain the location and phone number of the local Dun and Bradstreet Information Services office from the Internet Home Page at http://www.dbisna.com/dbis/customer/custlist.htm. If an offeror is unable to locate a local service center, it may send an e-mail to Dun and Bradstreet at globalinfo@dbisma.com.

The DUNS system is distinct from the Federal Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN) system.

DUNS:
________________________________
4. LETTER OF CREDIT (LOC) NUMBER

If the recipient has an existing Letter of Credit (LOC) with USAID, please indicate the LOC number:

LOC:
________________________________
5. PROCUREMENT INFORMATION

(a) Applicability: This applies to the procurement of goods and services planned by the recipient (i.e., contracts, purchase orders, etc.) from a supplier of goods or services for the direct use or benefit of the recipient in conducting the program supported by the grant, and not to assistance provided by the recipient (i.e., a subgrant or subagreement) to a subgrantee or subrecipient in support of the subgrantee's or subrecipient's program. Provision by the recipient of the requested information does not, in and of itself, constitute USAID approval.

(b) Amount of Procurement: Please indicate the total estimated dollar amount of goods and services which the recipient plans to purchase under the grant:

$_____________
(c) Nonexpendable Property: If the recipient plans to purchase nonexpendable equipment which would require the approval of the Agreement Officer, please indicate below (using a continuation page, as necessary) the types, quantities of each, and estimated unit costs. Nonexpendable equipment for which the Agreement Officer's approval to purchase is required is any article of nonexpendable tangible personal property charged directly to the grant, having a useful life of more than one year and an acquisition cost of $5,000 or more per unit.

TYPE/DESCRIPTION (Generic) 

QUANTITY
ESTIMATED UNIT COST

(d) Source, Origin, and Componentry of Goods: If the recipient plans to purchase any goods/commodities which are not of U.S. source and/or U.S. origin, and/or does not contain at least 50% componentry, which are not at least 50% U.S. source and origin, please indicate below (using a continuation page, as necessary) the types and quantities of each, estimated unit costs of each, and probable source and/or origin, to include the probable source and/or origin of the components if less than 50% U.S. components will be contained in the commodity. "Source" means the country from which a commodity is shipped to the cooperating country or the cooperating country itself if the commodity is located therein at the time of purchase. However, where a commodity is shipped from a free port or bonded warehouse in the form in which received therein, "source" means the country from which the commodity was shipped to the free port or bonded warehouse. Any commodity whose source is a non-Free World country is ineligible for USAID financing. The "origin" of a commodity is the country or area in which a commodity is mined, grown, or produced. A commodity is produced when, through manufacturing, processing, or substantial and major assembling of components, commercially recognized new commodity results, which is substantially different in basic characteristics or in purpose or utility from its components. Merely packaging various items together for a particular procurement or relabeling items do not constitute production of a commodity. Any commodity whose origin is a non-Free World country is ineligible for USAID financing. "Components" are the goods, which go directly into the production of a produced commodity. Any component from a non-Free World country makes the commodity ineligible for USAID financing.

TYPE/DESCRIPTION QUANTITY
ESTIMATED GOODS PROBABLE GOODS
PROBABLE (Generic) UNIT COST
COMPONENTS SOURCE COMPONENTS
ORIGIN

(e) Restricted Goods: If the recipient plans to purchase any restricted goods, please indicate below (using a continuation page, as necessary) the types and quantities of each, estimated unit costs of each, intended use, and probable source and/or origin. Restricted goods are Agricultural Commodities, Motor Vehicles, Pharmaceuticals, Pesticides, Rubber Compounding Chemicals and Plasticizers, Used Equipment, U.S. Government-Owned Excess Property, and Fertilizer.

TYPE/DESCRIPTION QUANTITY
ESTIMATED
PROBABLE INTENDED USE(Generic) UNIT COST SOURCE ORIGIN

(f) Supplier Nationality: If the recipient plans to purchase any goods or services from suppliers of goods and services whose nationality is not in the U.S., please indicate below (using a continuation page, as necessary) the types and quantities of each good or service, estimated costs of each, probable nationality of each non-U.S. supplier of each good or service, and the rationale for purchasing from a non-U.S. supplier. Any supplier whose nationality is a non-Free World country is ineligible for USAID financing.

TYPE/DESCRIPTION QUANTITY ESTIMATED PROBABLE SLUPPIER NATIONALITY RATIONALE (Generic) UNIT COST (Non-US Only) for NON-US

(g) Proposed Disposition: If the recipient plans to purchase any nonexpendable equipment with a unit acquisition cost of $5,000 or more, please indicate below (using a continuation page, as necessary) the proposed disposition of each such item. Generally, the recipient may either retain the property for other uses and make compensation to USAID (computed by applying the percentage of federal participation in the cost of the original program to the current fair market value of the property), or sell the property and reimburse USAID an amount computed by applying to the sales proceeds the percentage of federal participation in the cost of the original program (except that the recipient may deduct from the federal share $500 or 10% of the proceeds, whichever is greater, for selling and handling expenses), or donate the property to a host country institution, or otherwise dispose of the property as instructed by USAID.

TYPE/DESCRIPTION (Generic)
QUANTITY 
ESTIMATED UNIT COST PROPOSED
DISPOSITION

6. PAST PERFORMANCE REFERENCES

On a continuation page, please provide past performance information requested in the RFA.

7. TYPE OF ORGANIZATION

The recipient, by checking the applicable box, represents that:
(a) If the recipient is a U.S. entity, it operates as [  ] a corporation incorporated under the laws of the State of, [ ] an individual, [  ] a partnership, [  ] a nongovernmental nonprofit organization, [  ] a state or local governmental organization, [  ] a private college or university, [  ] a public college or university, [  ] an international organization, or [  ] a joint venture; or

(b) If the recipient is a non-U.S. entity, it operates as [  ] a corporation organized under the laws of _____________________________ (country), [  ] an individual, [  ] a partnership, [  ] a nongovernmental nonprofit organization, [  ] a nongovernmental educational institution, [ ] a governmental organization, [ ] an international organization, or [ ] a joint venture.

8. ESTIMATED COSTS OF COMMUNICATIONS PRODUCTS

The following are the estimate(s) of the cost of each separate communications product (i.e., any printed material [other than non- color photocopy material], photographic services, or video production services) which is anticipated under the grant. Each estimate must include all the costs associated with preparation and execution of the product. Use a continuation page as necessary.
[END OF SECTION D]
SECTION C – APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION
Overview

The Technical Evaluation Criteria are tailored to the requirements of this particular RFA and are set forth below based on a 100 points scale. Applicants should note that these criteria serve to: (a) identify the significant matters which applicants should address in their applications and (b) set the standard against which all applications will be evaluated. To facilitate the review of applications, applicants must organize the narrative sections of their applications with the same headings and in the same order as the selection criteria.

USAID East Africa intends to evaluate the applications and reserves the right to award without further discussions with the applicants. However, USAID reserves the right to conduct discussions if doing so is determined to be in the best interest of the United States Government. Therefore, the initial offer should contain the applicant’s best terms from a Technical and Cost/Price stand point.

TECHNICAL EVALUATION (100 points)

Background Knowledge and Overall Strategy (30 points): The applicant demonstrates a clear understanding of challenges facing populations (particularly women victims of violence and other vulnerable groups) in eastern Congo in terms of peace and stability, community governance, and socio-economic recovery. 

The applicant should present existing approaches and introduce new approaches that strengthen the capacity of beneficiary communities to prevent, mitigate and resolve conflicts, increase economic opportunities through agricultural development, and enhance good governance at the community level. Proposed approaches should demonstrate that the applicant has integrated lessons learned, especially from evaluations on current/previous USAID community-based recovery projects. Such evaluations will be made available to applicants.

The applicant shall demonstrate technical knowledge, analytical depth, and a logical performance and results-based approach that address the objectives of the program. The approach is feasible, realistic and present cost effective solutions within the situational and temporal context. In addition, the approach should propose innovative interventions that have a high probability of sustainability. The applicant should emphasize on high visibility, low risk activities with high probability of success and durable benefits to beneficiaries. 

Management and Staffing (20 points)
The overall plan for the management and implementation of the project is feasible, includes a sound management and organizational structure, and demonstrates coordination with existing Peace and Stability (P&S) and Economic Growth (EG) programs and all relevant stakeholders. Applicants should present sound and coherent adaptive project management mechanisms.

Proposed key personnel of both prime and potential consortium organizations convey the appropriate breadth and depth of expertise to manage and implement the proposed approach in each of the areas of activity to be covered by this project. Given the complexity of the activities integration and consolidation, and organizational chart is recommended to describe clearly the link between potion and key staff responsibilities. The proposed staffing should have some DRC or African experience and be capable of carrying out the project. French fluency is required, and knowledge of Swahili is desirable.

The key personnel are listed as follows:

1. Chief of Party (COP) or Country Director (CD) with a minimum of 10 years of experience in one of more key focus areas of the project (community stabilization, community governance, livelihoods). 

2. Agriculture Development Adviser with at least 5 years of African experience working on agriculture development. 

3. Community Governance Adviser with at least 5 years of African experience working on governance.

Collaboration and leveraged resources (15 points): The approach includes a proposed plan of collaboration and partnership with other USAID activities, other United States Government (USG) agencies and other Congolese Government (GDRC) sponsored projects in targeted areas. Further, the applicants shall describe how proposed activities complement and support the International Security and Stabilization Support Strategy (ISSSS) and the Congolese Government’s Stabilization and Reconstruction Plan for War-Affected Zones in the East (STAREC) initiatives. Applicants shall also describe how proposed activities would serve as a tool for making linkages and fostering collaboration between communities in the same geographic areas or along the same strategic axis.

Cost share must be expressed in terms of a percentage of the Total Estimated Cost. If cost share is to be provided, please complete the following statement:

“Cost share provided as part of our proposal constitutes __% of the Total Estimated Cost proposed.”
Gender (15 points): Addressing specific gender concerns (particularly women and girl victims of violence) must be central to all program components. The applicants shall clearly identify gender issues, innovative strategies and specific activities to address these issues, and mainstream these activities throughout the program design, implementation, and monitoring and evaluation plan.

Monitoring and evaluation plan (10 points): The approach includes a plan for monitoring activities, explicit performance targets, benchmarks and proposed indicators to be monitored. Baselines for proposed indicators are highly regarded. The plan should describe the process for data collection and monitoring, and discuss how efforts under this cooperative agreement will contribute to longer-term impact monitoring.
Institutional capacity and past performance (10 points): The applicants will describe the organizations’ (including the prime and the potential consortium organizations members) institutional ability and experience that will enable them to successfully complete proposed work, including the ability to specifically address the requirements as indicated in the evaluation criteria. Institutional capacities should be described for all key partners (e.g. expected to contribute to at least 15 percent of the work). The applicant should include at least two past performance references in the past five years for current public or private sector efforts similar to the proposed work as it relates to the Program Description. The reference information shall include the location, current telephone number, email addresses, point of contact, award number, dollar value, and brief description of work performed and significant achievements.

A. COST EVALUATION
Cost has not been assigned a score but will be evaluated for cost reasonableness, allocability, allowability, cost effectiveness and realism, adequacy of budget detail and financial feasibility and cost sharing. While cost may be a determining factor in the final award(s) decision, especially between closely ranked applicants, the technical merit of applications is more important under this RFA. The percentage of funds spent on programming versus administrative costs will be taken into consideration, that is costs that are incurred for the direct benefit of the targeted populations and that will be incurred in the DRC versus costs incurred for items such as overheads, salaries for the persons not recruited in the DRC. Applications providing the best value to the Government, including cost share, will be more favorably considered for award.
Applications will be ranked in accordance with the selection criteria identified above. USAID reserves the right to determine the resulting level of funding for the agreement being selected for award.

[END OF SECTION C]
SECTION D – SAMPLE AGREEEMENT
ATTACHMENT A – SCHEDULE

A.1. PURPOSE OF COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT

The purpose of this Cooperative Agreement is to provide support for a program entitled “Community Recovery and Livelihoods Project (CRLP) in the DRC,” described in attachment 2 of this Award document.

A.2. PERIOD OF COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT

1. The effective date of this Award is the date of the cover letter. The estimated completion date of this Award is ______, 2015, subject to availability of funds.

2. Funds obligated hereunder are available for program expenditures for the estimated period to ______, 2012.
A.3. AMOUNT OF COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT AND PAYMENT

1. The total estimated amount of this Award for the period shown in A.2.1 above is $20,000,000.00.

2. USAID hereby obligates the amount of $_______.00 for program expenditures during the period set forth in A.2.2 above and as shown in the Budget below (the agreement is therefore fully obligated upon award). The Recipient will be given written notice by the Agreement Officer if additional funds will be added. USAID is not obligated to reimburse the Recipient for the expenditure of amounts in excess of the total obligated amount.

3. Payment will be made to the Recipient by Letter of Credit in accordance with procedures set forth in 22 CFR 226.

A.4. COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT BUDGET

On the next page is the Award Budget, including local cost financing items, if authorized. Revisions to this budget shall be made in accordance with 22 CFR 226:

BUDGET WILL BE INSERTED HERE
I. Approved NXP/Equipment ,including project vehicles (excluding shipping costs)
Applicant’s request for funding NXP/Equipment (including project vehicles; excluding shipping costs, unless stated) with a unit price in excess of $5,000 is listed below. No further approval is required for the following*:

LIST OF NXP/EQUIPMENT WITH A UNIT PRICE IN EXCESS OF $5,000 WILL BE INSERTED HERE
* USAID’s final approval to use grant funds to finance any of the items listed above is not required except:

· The recipient must obtain (in advance) the USAID AO’s final (written) approval for any item listed above if required under Standard Provision “USAID ELIGIBILITY RULES FOR GOODS AND SERVICES”; and 

· The recipient must obtain (in advance) the USAID AO’s final (written) approval prior to purchasing USAID funded project vehicles/motorcycles even if purchase is envisioned from the USAID geographic country-code “000”.

II. Pre-approved International Air Travel trips* authorized to be funded with USAID-provided funds
The following international travel trips (inclusive of regional) specifically identified (included) in the final Application and in the detailed Budget accepted by USAID are approved and no further USAID approval is required, provided a specific trip has been identified (in accordance with Standard Provision  “International Air Travel and Transportation” requirements). If any “TBD” is entered in the Table below, the Recipient must provide AOTR (sufficiently in advance) specifics for relevant “TBD” and obtain his/her final (written) approval before procuring the international travel trip.

LIST OF PRE-APPROVED INTERNATIONAL AIR TRAVEL TRIPS WILL BE INSERTED HERE
III. Approved Sub-Awards
Per the Recipient’s final application accepted by USAID the following sub-award is approved consistent with 22CFR226.25(c)(8):

Sub-Awardee’s Name



Sub-Award’s Total Amount
1) LIST OF SUBAWARDS WILL BE INSERTED HERE
A.5. REPORTING & EVALUATION

1. Financial Reporting

a. The recipient must submit the Federal Financial Form (SF-425) on a quarterly basis via electronic format to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (http://www.dpm.psc.gov). The recipient must submit a copy of the FFR at the same time to the Agreement Officer and the Agreement Officer’s Technical Representative (AOTR).

b. The recipient must submit the original and two copies of all final financial reports to USAID/Washington, M/CFO/CMPLOC Unit, and an electronic copy to the Agreement Officer, and the AOTR. The recipient must submit an electronic version of the final Federal Financial Form (SF-425) to U.S. Department of Health and Human Services in accordance with paragraph (1) above.
2. Program Reporting

A. Program Reports
The Recipient shall submit a copy of a performance report to the designated Agreement Officer’s Technical Representative (AOTR) in USAID/Kinshasa (AOTR designated separately) and the Agreement Officer, in electronic format via e-mail.

Progress reporting will be quarterly according to USG fiscal quarters and should report on the previous three months’ activities and will be due 30 calendar days after each reporting period. The Recipient should begin quarterly reporting as follows:

· April 1st through June 30th, and

· July 1st through September 30th
· October 1st through December 31st
· January 1st through March 31st
These reports will be submitted to and reviewed by the AOTR for monitoring purposes.

Narrative reports must include the following:

· New opportunities for future activities and changes in the implementing environment. Analysis includes, but is not limited to, sector-wide trends, new initiatives, obstacles, new legislation on related subjects, new government partners or other stakeholders for engagement, new local or national policy initiatives;

· Information about activities completed during the past quarter and planned for the upcoming quarter (who, what, where, when, and results);

· Agendas, objectives and participant lists for trainings, site visits and conferences;

· Collaboration with local NGOs, other donors and implementing partners;

· Updates on staffing and management;

· Any proposed changes to the work plan, key personnel or budget (these will be subject to USAID approval);

· Success stories in USAID standard format. The AOTR will provide the recipient a sample USAID success story format;

· A comparison of actual accomplishments with the goals and objectives established for the period, the findings of the investigator, or both. Whenever appropriate and the output of programs or projects can be readily quantified, such quantitative data should be related to cost data for computation of unit costs. Also included should be quarterly and cumulative life-of-project data on program indicators. This should be standardized each quarter into a chart showing, indicator, any disaggregates (i.e. gender, location), target by year, life-of-project target, and actual results; and

· Other pertinent information including, when appropriate, analysis and explanation of cost overruns or high unit costs, as well as updates on staffing and management changes.

· The Recipient shall immediately notify USAID of developments that have a significant impact on the award-supported activities. Also, notification shall be given in the case of problems, delays, or adverse conditions which materially impair the ability to meet the objectives of the award. This notification shall include a statement of the action taken or contemplated, and any assistance needed to resolve the situation.

3. Final Report

A draft final performance report is due one month before the project end date, so that the AOTR can discuss the content and request any changes or additional information before the project end date. The final performance report shall contain the following information (in addition, see B, Program Description):

1. Executive summary for the entire period;

2. Actual versus planned goals and objectives;

3. Inherent program problems and how to overcome them in future;

4. A brief description of current trends in the sector and an outline of potential follow-on activities;

Within 90 days after the project closeout, the Recipient will submit a final project report on results measured against the PMP, lessons learned, project successes and failures, and recommended areas of intervention for future possible activities in the sector.

The Recipient shall submit a copy to the following:

i) Designated AOTR in USAID/Kinshasa and the Agreement Officer, in electronic form of performance report to the designated AOTR and the designated AO.

ii) In electronic form of final documents to one of the following: (a) Via E-mail: docsubmit@dec.cdie.org; (b)On line: http://www.dec.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=docSubmit.home. 

4. Work-plans

A draft work plan will be submitted to the AOTR no later than 60 days after the start date of the agreement. Subsequent work plans will be submitted and negotiated for each year cycle, which will run from October 1st through September 30th, subject to availability of funds. The work plan is subject to AOTR approval; the AOTR will respond with any comments for revision or approval within one month of receipt of draft work plan. Recognizing that the implementing environment may change suddenly, the work plan will be updated every three (3) months on a rolling basis through the required quarterly narrative and financial reports. These reports will indicate any obstacles to implementation, emergent opportunities, and any expected changes to the work plan, budget or key personnel. Such changes are subject to USAID approval and therefore require advance notice before the recipient is authorized to take action. They will document the strategic approach used by the recipient and how they are supporting a strategic approach by the Congolese partners and include findings and tools used which are relevant to other development programs.

The work plan must contain a performance monitoring plan (PMP) that includes, but is not limited to, the following:

1. The indicators to be used to measure achievement of the results

2. The method of data collection to be used to obtain the indicator data

3. Annual and quarterly targets for each indicator

The performance monitoring plan must include both standard indicators from the Foreign Assistance Framework (“F” indicators), and qualitative impact indicators. The minimum standard indicators under this scope include:
· Number of people participating in USG-assisted violence prevention programs.

· Number of USG-assisted organizations created with community input to improve safety within a community.

5. Publications

All publications (including, but not limited to posters, pamphlets, training materials or reports) must be reviewed by the AOTR at least two weeks prior to submission of any material to a publisher. The AOTR will review the document and provide any comments within a two week period.

A.6. INDIRECT COST RATE

Pending establishment of revised provisional or final indirect cost rates, allowable indirect costs shall be reimbursed on the basis of the following negotiated provisional or predetermined rates and the appropriate bases:
NICRA WILL BE INSERTED HERE
A.7. PROGRAM INCOME

The Recipient shall account for Program Income in accordance with 22 CFR 226.24 (or the Standard Provision entitled Program Income for non-U.S. organizations). Program Income earned under this award shall be added to the project.

A.8. TITLE TO PROPERTY

Property Title will be vested with the Recipient which includes sub-grantees. Partners must track inventory on a regular basis in compliance with the standard provisions attached to this Award. At any point during the course of the project, the Recipient should be able to provide the information on the equipment and furniture purchased under the Award in the sample below:

Inventory List
	Award #
	Asset #
	Category
	Sub Category
	Current Site
	Make
	Model
	Serial #
	Invoice Cost ($)
	Date Acquired
	Current value 
	Condition

	617-A-00-05-00009-00
	18278
	Computer Equipment
	Desktop
	Kitgum
	Dell
	DMC
	FSC4X1J
	2,200
	29-Nov-05
	1,000
	Good Working Order


Approval to sell or otherwise dispose of any non-expendable property (for example due to damage) must be requested in advance from the Agreement Officer.

A.9. AUTHORIZED GEOGRAPHIC CODE

The authorized geographic code for procurement of goods and services under this Award is 000.

A.10. SUBSTANTIAL INVOLVEMENT 

Substantial involvement during the implementation of this Agreement shall be limited to approval of the elements listed below (the AOTR will be responsible for approving these elements):

a. Approval of Recipient Implementation Plans.

b. Approval of specified key personnel assigned to the positions listed below.
c. Agency and Recipient Collaboration or Joint Participation. This may include: concurrence on the provision of sub-awards and M&E plans and re-direction of the program as/when appropriate.
d. Agency authority to immediately halt a construction activity.

A.11. SPECIAL PROVISIONS

A.11.1. NON-FEDERAL AUDITS

In accordance with 22 C.F.R. Part 226.26, the recipient and sub-recipients are subject to the audit requirements contained in the Single Audit Act Amendments of 1996 (31 U.S.C. 7501 – 7506) and revised OMB Circular A-133, “Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations.” The recipient and sub-recipients must use and independent, non-Federal auditor or audit organization which meets the general standards specified in Generally Accepted Government Auditing Standards (GAGAS) to fulfill these requirements.

A.11.2. COLLABORATION WITH USAID MISSION STAFF

Under this award, USAID/DRC requires the Recipient to coordinate and collaborate with the Peace and Stability USAID Mission staff, Mission Technical offices and with all implementing partners on the ground to ensure USG funded programming is having the maximum impact possible. This collaboration can take the form of (but is not limited to) openly sharing of programmatic information through regular, timely and documented meetings, collaborating on activities that will create a multiplying effect without duplication, establishing referrals systems for beneficiaries across programs etc. This collaboration is to be documented in the work plan as well as in the PMP and you will be required to report on a quarterly basis.
A.11.3. TRAINET

The Recipient shall collect information on all participant training financed under this Cooperative Agreement, if applicable. This includes training data for any in-country training program or sub-program of more than 3 consecutive class days in duration, or more than 15 contact hours scheduled intermittently. This training data must be recorded using the web-based “TraiNet” reporting system. The training data must be consolidated according to training program or sub-program and must identify the following:

(1) subject area of training;

(2) total trainees per participant group, with gender breakdown;

(3) total cost of training for each program; and

(4) direct training costs (program costs, not overhead/fees).

The Recipient shall enter participant training information on a quarterly basis as part of the Quarterly Performance Report, specified in Section A.5 above. Simultaneously, the Recipient shall also submit one copy of the participant training information on a diskette or CD directly to the Mission Program Officer. Contact the Mission Program Officer for further information about site registration and use of TrainNet.

A.11.4. ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING & EVALUATION

1 a) The Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended, Section 117 requires that the impact of USAID’s activities on the environment be considered and that USAID include environmental sustainability as a central consideration in designing and carrying out its development programs. This mandate is codified in Federal Regulations (22 CFR 216) and in USAID’s Automated Directives System (ADS) Parts 201.5.10g and 204 (http://www.usaid.gov/policy/ADS/200/), which, in part, require that the potential environmental impacts of USAID-financed activities are identified prior to a final decision to proceed and that appropriate environmental safeguards are adopted for all activities.

Recipient environmental compliance obligations under these regulations and procedures are specified in the following paragraphs of this Agreement.

b) In addition, the Recipient must comply with host country environmental regulations unless otherwise directed in writing by USAID. In case of conflict between host country and USAID regulations, the latter shall govern.

c) No activity funded under this Agreement will be implemented unless an environmental threshold determination, as defined by 22 CFR 216, has been reached for that activity, as documented in a Request for Categorical Exclusion (RCE), Initial Environmental Examination (IEE), or Environmental Assessment (EA) duly signed by the Bureau Environmental Officer (BEO). (Hereinafter, such documents are described as “approved Regulation 216 environmental documentation.”

2) An Initial Environmental Examination (IEE) has been approved for funding this Agreement. The IEE covers activities expected to be implemented under this Agreement. USAID has determined that a Negative Determination with conditions applies to one or more of the proposed activities. This indicates that if these are implemented subject to the specified conditions, they are expected to have no significant adverse effect on the environment. The Recipient shall be responsible for implementing all IEE conditions pertaining to activities to be funded under this Agreement.

3 a) As part of its initial Work Plan, and all Annual Work Plans thereafter, the Recipient in collaboration with the USAID Agreement Officer’s Technical Representative (AOTR) and Mission Environmental Officer or Bureau Environmental Officer, as appropriate, shall review all ongoing and planned activities under this Agreement to determine if they are within the scope of the approved Regulation 216 environmental documentation.

b) If the Recipient plans any new activities outside the scope of the approved Regulation 216 environmental documentation, it shall prepare an amendment to the documentation for USAID review and approval. No such new activities shall be undertaken prior to receiving written USAID approval of environmental documentation amendments.

c) Any ongoing activities found to be outside the scope of the approved Regulation 216 environmental documentation shall be halted until an amendment to the documentation is submitted and written approval is received from USAID.

4 a) Unless the approved Regulation 216 documentation contains a complete environmental mitigation and monitoring plan (EMMP) or a project mitigation and monitoring (M&M) plan, the Recipient shall prepare an EMMP or M&M Plan describing how the Recipient will, in specific terms, implement all IEE and/or EA conditions that apply to proposed project activities within the scope of the award. The EMMP or M&M Plan shall include monitoring the implementation of the conditions and their effectiveness.

b) Integrate a completed EMMP or M&M Plan into subsequent Annual Work Plan into the initial work plan.

Integrate an EMMP or M&M Plan into subsequent Annual Work Plans, making any necessary adjustments to activity implementation in order to minimize adverse impacts to the environment.

A.11.5. NO ASSISTANCE TO MILITARY OR PARAMILITARY

In accordance with United States law, funds provided by this Grant will not be used for support to any military or paramilitary force or activity including but not limited to demining.

A.11.6. VEHICLE MAINTENANCE CHECKLIST

The contractor shall account for the standard vehicle maintenance plan and logbook for all vehicles (including motorcycles) under this award. The attached (see Attachment D) preventative vehicle maintenance plan will be monitored by the AOTR on an annual basis. Maintenance must be completed by a qualified mechanic for that make of vehicle.
ATTACHMENT B – PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
THE WINNING APPLICANT’S PROGRAM DESCRIPTION WILL BE INSERTED HERE 

ATTACHMENT C – STANDARD PROVISIONS
We have included the following standard provisions as a sample. The standard provisions that will be incorporated into the final agreement shall be adjusted in order to meet the regulatory requirements and guidance at the time the agreement is signed.
1. APPLICABILITY OF 22 CFR PART 226 (MAY 2005)

a. All provisions of 22 CFR Part 226 and all Standard Provisions attached to this agreement are applicable to the recipient and to sub-recipients which meet the definition of "Recipient" in Part 226, unless a section specifically excludes a sub-recipient from coverage. The recipient shall assure that sub-recipients have copies of all the attached standard provisions.

b. For any sub-awards made with Non-US sub-recipients the Recipient shall include the applicable "Standard Provisions for Non-US Nongovernmental Grantees." Recipients are required to ensure compliance with monitoring procedures in accordance with OMB Circular A-133.

2. INELIGIBLE COUNTRIES (MAY 1986)

Unless otherwise approved by the USAID Agreement Officer, funds will only be expended for assistance to countries eligible for assistance under the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended, or under acts appropriating funds for foreign assistance.

3. NONDISCRIMINATION (MAY 1986)

No U.S. citizen or legal resident shall be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or activity funded by this award on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, handicap, or sex.

4. NONLIABILITY (NOV 1985)

USAID does not assume liability for any third party claims for damages arising out of this award.

5. AMENDMENT (NOV 1985)

The award may be amended by formal modifications to the basic award document or by means of an exchange of letters between the Agreement Officer and an appropriate official of the recipient.

6. NOTICES (NOV 1985)

Any notice given by USAID or the recipient shall be sufficient only if in writing and delivered in person, mailed, or cabled as follows: 

To the USAID Agreement Officer, at the address specified in the award. 

To recipient, at recipient's address shown in the award or to such other address designated within the award 

Notices shall be effective when delivered in accordance with this provision, or on the effective date of the notice, whichever is later.

7. SUBAGREEMENTS (JUN 1999)

Sub-recipients, sub-awardees, and contractors have no relationship with USAID under the terms of this agreement. All required USAID approvals must be directed through the recipient to USAID.

8. OMB APPROVAL UNDER THE PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT (DEC 2003)

Information collection requirements imposed by this grant are covered by OMB approval number 0412-0510; the current expiration date is 04/30/2005. The Standard Provisions containing the requirement and an estimate of the public reporting burden (including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information) are:

Standard Provision 



Burden Estimate

Air Travel and Transportation 


1 (hour) 

Ocean Shipment of Goods 


.5 

Patent Rights 




.5 

Publications 




.5 

Negotiated Indirect Cost Rates - 

(Predetermined and Provisional) 

1 

Voluntary Population Planning 


.5 

Protection of the Individual as a 

1 

Research Subject

22 CFR 226 




Burden Estimate
22 CFR 226.40-.49 Procurement 

of Goods and Services 



1 

22 CFR 226.30 - 



.36 

Property Standards 



1.5 

Comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, may be sent to the Office of Procurement, Policy Division (M/OP/P) U.S. Agency for International Development, Washington, DC 20523-7801 and to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0412-0510), Washington, D.C 20503.

9. USAID ELIGIBILITY RULES FOR GOODS AND SERVICES (APR 1998)

a. Ineligible and Restricted Goods and Services: USAID's policy on ineligible and restricted goods and services is contained in ADS Chapter 312. 

(1) Ineligible Goods and Services. Under no circumstances shall the recipient procure any of the following under this award: 

(i) Military equipment, 

(ii) Surveillance equipment, 

(iii) Commodities and services for support of police or other law enforcement activities, 

(iv) Abortion equipment and services, 

(v) Luxury goods and gambling equipment, or 

(vi) Weather modification equipment. 

(2) Ineligible Suppliers. Funds provided under this award shall not be used to procure any goods or services furnished by any firms or individuals whose name appears on the "Lists of Parties Excluded from Federal Procurement and Non-procurement Programs." USAID will provide the recipient with a copy of these lists upon request. 

(3) Restricted Goods. The recipient shall not procure any of the following goods and services without the prior approval of the Agreement Officer: 

(i) Agricultural commodities, 

(ii) Motor vehicles, 

(iii) Pharmaceuticals, 

(iv) Pesticides, 

(v) Used equipment, 

(vi) U.S. Government-owned excess property, or 

(vii) Fertilizer. 

Prior approval will be deemed to have been met when: 

(i) the item is of U.S. source/origin; 

(ii) the item has been identified and incorporated in the program description or schedule of the award (initial or revisions), or amendments to the award; and 

(iii) the costs related to the item are incorporated in the approved budget of the award. 

Where the item has not been incorporated into the award as described above, a separate written authorization from the Agreement Officer must be provided before the item is procured.

b. Source and Nationality: The eligibility rules for goods and services based on source and nationality are divided into two categories. One applies when the total procurement element during the life of the award is over $250,000, and the other applies when the total procurement element during the life of the award is not over $250,000, or the award is funded under the Development Fund for Africa (DFA) regardless of the amount. The total procurement element includes procurement of all goods (e.g., equipment, materials, supplies) and services. Guidance on the eligibility of specific goods or services may be obtained from the Agreement Officer. USAID policies and definitions on source, origin and nationality are contained in 22 CFR Part 228, Rules on Source, Origin and Nationality for Commodities and Services Financed by the Agency for International Development, which is incorporated into this Award in its entirety. 

(1) For DFA funded awards or when the total procurement element during the life of this award is valued at $250,000 or less, the following rules apply: 

(i) The authorized source for procurement of all goods and services to be reimbursed under the award is USAID Geographic Code 935, "Special Free World," and such goods and services must meet the source, origin and nationality requirements set forth in 22 CFR Part 228 in accordance with the following order of preference: 

1. The United States (USAID Geographic Code 000),

2. The Cooperating Country,

3. USAID Geographic Code 941, and

4. USAID Geographic Code 935.

(ii) Application of order of preference: When the recipient procures goods and services from other than U.S. sources, under the order of preference in paragraph (b)(1)(i) above, the recipient shall document its files to justify each such instance. The documentation shall set forth the circumstances surrounding the procurement and shall be based on one or more of the following reasons, which will be set forth in the grantee's documentation: 

A. The procurement was of an emergency nature, which would not allow for the delay attendant to soliciting U.S. sources, 

B. The price differential for procurement from U.S. sources exceeded by 50% or more the delivered price from the non-U.S. source, 

C. Compelling local political considerations precluded consideration of U.S. sources,

D. The goods or services were not available from U.S. sources, or 

E. Procurement of locally available goods and services, as opposed to procurement of U.S. goods and services, would best promote the objectives of the Foreign Assistance program under the award. 

(2) When the total procurement element exceeds $250,000 (unless funded by DFA), the following applies: Except as may be specifically approved or directed in advance by the Agreement Officer, all goods and services financed with U.S. dollars, which will be reimbursed under this award must meet the source, origin and nationality requirements set forth in 22 CFR Part 228 for the authorized geographic code specified in the schedule of this award. If none is specified, the authorized source is Code 000, the United States. 

c. Printed or Audio-Visual Teaching Materials: If the effective use of printed or audio-visual teaching materials depends upon their being in the local language and if such materials are intended for technical assistance projects or activities financed by USAID in whole or in part and if other funds including U.S.-owned or U.S.-controlled local currencies are not readily available to finance the procurement of such materials, local language versions may be procured from the following sources, in order of preference: 

(1) The United States (USAID Geographic Code 000),

(2) The Cooperating Country,

(3) "Selected Free World" countries (USAID Geographic Code 941), and

(4) "Special Free World" countries (USAID Geographic Code 899).

d. If USAID determines that the recipient has procured any of these goods or services under this award contrary to the requirements of this provision, and has received payment for such purposes, the Agreement Officer may require the recipient to refund the entire amount of the purchase. 

This provision must be included in all sub-agreements which include procurement of goods or services which total over $5,000.

10. DEBARMENT, SUSPENSION, AND OTHER RESPONSIBILITY MATTERS (JAN 2004)

a. The recipient agrees to notify the Agreement Officer immediately upon learning that it or any of its principals: 

(1) Are presently excluded or disqualified from covered transactions by any Federal department or agency; 

(2) Have been convicted within the preceding three-year period preceding this proposal been convicted of or had a civil judgment rendered against them for commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a public (Federal, State, or local) transaction or contract under a public transaction; violation of Federal or State antitrust statutes or commission of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, making false statements, tax evasion, receiving stolen property, making false claims, or obstruction of justice; commission of any other offense indicating a lack of business integrity or business honesty that seriously and directly affects your present responsibility; 

(3) Are presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a governmental entity (Federal, State, or local) with commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph (1)(b); and 

(4) Have had one or more public transactions (Federal, State, or local) terminated for cause or default within the preceding three years. 

b. The recipient agrees that, unless authorized by the Agreement Officer, it will not knowingly enter into any sub-agreements or contracts under this grant with a person or entity that is included on the Excluded Parties List System (http://epls.arnet.gov). The recipient further agrees to include the following provision in any sub-agreements or contracts entered into under this award: 

The recipient/contractor certifies that neither it nor its principals is presently excluded or disqualified from participation in this transaction by any Federal department or agency.

c. The policies and procedures applicable to debarment, suspension, and ineligibility under USAID-financed transactions are set forth in 22 CFR Part 208.

11. DRUG FREE WORKPLACE (JAN 2004)

a. The recipient agrees that it will publish a drug-free workplace statement and provide a copy to each employee who will be engaged in the performance of any Federal award. The statement must:

(1) Tell the employees that the unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensing, possession, or use of a controlled substance is prohibited in its workplace; 

(2) Specify the actions the recipient will take against employees for violating that prohibition; and 

(3) Let each employee know that, as a condition of employment under any award, he or she:

(i) Must abide by the terms of the statement, and 

(ii) Must notify you in writing if he or she is convicted for a violation of a criminal drug statute occurring in the workplace, and must do so no more than five calendar days after the conviction. 

b. The recipient agrees that it will establish an ongoing drug-free awareness program to inform employees about 

(i) The dangers of drug abuse in the workplace; 

(ii) Your policy of maintaining a drug-free workplace; 

(iii) Any available drug counseling, rehabilitation and employee assistance programs; and 

(iv) The penalties that you may impose upon them for drug abuse violations occurring in the workplace. 

c. Without the Agreement Officer’s expressed written approval, the policy statement and program must be in place as soon as possible, no later than the 30 days after the effective date of this award or the completion date of this award, whichever occurs first. 

d. The recipient agrees to immediately notify the Agreement Officer if an employee is convicted of a drug violation in the workplace. The notification must be in writing, identify the employee’s position title, the number of each award on which the employee worked. The notification must be sent to the Agreement Officer within ten calendar days after the recipient learns of the conviction.

e. Within 30 calendar days of learning about an employee’s conviction, the recipient must either 

(1) Take appropriate personnel action against the employee, up to and including termination, consistent with the requirements of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 USC 794), as amended, or 

(2) Require the employee to participate satisfactorily in a drug abuse assistance or rehabilitation program approved for these purposes by a Federal, State or local health, law enforcement, or other appropriate agency. 

f. The policies and procedures applicable to violations of these requirements are set forth in 22 CFR Part 210.

12. EQUAL PROTECTION OF THE LAWS FOR FAITH-BASED AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS (DEC 2009)

a.
All the requirements of 22 CFR Part 205, Participation By Religious Organizations In USAID Programs, are applicable to the recipient and to sub-recipients which meet the definition of "Recipient" in 22 CFR Part 226. The requirements of 22 CFR Part 205 apply to both religious and secular organizations. 

b.
If the recipient makes sub-awards under this agreement, faith-based organizations must be eligible to participate on the same basis as other organizations, and must not be discriminated for or against on the basis of their religious character or affiliation. 

c.
The recipient must not engage in inherently religious activities, such as worship, religious instruction, or proselytization, as part of the programs or services directly funded with financial assistance from USAID. If the recipient engages in inherently religious activities, such as worship, religious instruction, and proselytization, it must offer those services at a different time or location from any programs or services directly funded by this award, and participation by beneficiaries in any such inherently religious activities must be voluntary. These restrictions do not apply to programs where USAID funds are provided to chaplains to work with inmates in prisons, detention facilities, or community correction centers, or where USAID funds are provided to religious or other organizations for programs in prisons, detention facilities, or community correction centers, in which such organizations assist chaplains in carrying out their duties.

d.
The recipient must not use USAID funds for the acquisition, construction, or rehabilitation of structures to the extent that those structures are used for inherently religious activities. Where a structure is used for both eligible and inherently religious activities, USAID funds may not exceed the cost of those portions of the acquisition, construction, or rehabilitation that are attributable to eligible activities in accordance with applicable cost accounting principles. Sanctuaries, chapels, or other rooms that the recipient uses as its principal place of worship are ineligible for acquisition, construction, rehabilitation, or improvements using USAID funds. 

e.
The recipient may not discriminate against any beneficiary or potential beneficiary under this award on the basis of religion or religious belief. Accordingly, in providing services supported in whole or in part by this agreement or in its outreach activities related to such services, the recipient may not discriminate against current or prospective program beneficiaries on the basis of religion, a religious belief, a refusal to hold a religious belief, or a refusal to actively participate in a religious practice. 

f.
When the recipient is a religious organization, the recipient 

(1) Retains its independence and may continue to carry out its mission, including the definition, practice, and expression of its religious beliefs, provided that it does not use direct financial assistance from USAID to support any inherently religious activities, such as worship, religious instruction, or proselytization. 

(2) Retains its authority over its internal governance and may retain religious terms in its organization's name, select its board members on a religious basis, and include religious references in its organization's mission statements and other governing documents. 

(3) Retains its exemption from the Federal prohibition on employment discrimination on the basis of religion, set forth in Sec. 702(a) of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 U.S.C. 2000e–1. 

(4) May use space in its facilities, without removing religious art, icons, scriptures, or other religious symbols. 

g.
The Secretary of State may waive the requirements of this provision in whole or in part, on a case-by-case basis, where the Secretary determines that such waiver is necessary to further the national security or foreign policy interests of the United States.

13. IMPLEMENTATION OF E.O. 13224 - EXECUTIVE ORDER ON TERRORIST FINANCING (MAR 2002)

The Recipient is reminded that U.S. Executive Orders and U.S. law prohibits transactions with, and the provision of resources and support to, individuals and organizations associated with terrorism. It is the legal responsibility of the recipient to ensure compliance with these Executive Orders and laws. This provision must be included in all contracts/sub-awards issued under this agreement.

14. MARKING UNDER USAID-FUNDED ASSISTANCE INSTRUMENTS (DEC 2005) 

(a) Definitions 

Commodities mean any material, article, supply, goods or equipment, excluding recipient offices, vehicles, and non-deliverable items for recipient’s internal use, in administration of the USAID funded grant, cooperative agreement, or other agreement or sub-agreement. 

Principal Officer means the most senior officer in a USAID Operating Unit in the field, e.g., USAID Mission Director or USAID Representative. For global programs managed from Washington but executed across many countries, such as disaster relief and assistance to internally displaced persons, humanitarian emergencies or immediate post conflict and political crisis response, the cognizant Principal Officer may be an Office Director, for example, the Directors of USAID/W/Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance and Office of Transition Initiatives. For non-presence countries, the cognizant Principal Officer is the Senior USAID officer in a regional USAID Operating Unit responsible for the non-presence country, or in the absence of such a responsible operating unit, the Principal U.S Diplomatic Officer in the non-presence country exercising delegated authority from USAID. 

Programs mean an organized set of activities and allocation of resources directed toward a common purpose, objective, or goal undertaken or proposed by an organization to carry out the responsibilities assigned to it. 

Projects include all the marginal costs of inputs (including the proposed investment) technically required to produce a discrete marketable output or a desired result (for example, services from a fully functional water/sewage treatment facility).

Public communications are documents and messages intended for distribution to audiences external to the recipient’s organization. They include, but are not limited to, correspondence, publications, studies, reports, audio visual productions, and other informational products; applications, forms, press and promotional materials used in connection with USAID funded programs, projects or activities, including signage and plaques; Web sites/Internet activities; and events such as training courses, conferences, seminars, press conferences and so forth. 

Sub-recipient means any person or government (including cooperating country government) department, agency, establishment, or for profit or nonprofit organization that receives a USAID sub-award, as defined in 22 C.F.R. 226.2. 

Technical Assistance means the provision of funds, goods, services, or other foreign assistance, such as loan guarantees or food for work, to developing countries and other USAID recipients, and through such recipients to sub-recipients, in direct support of a development objective – as opposed to the internal management of the foreign assistance program. 

USAID Identity (Identity) means the official marking for the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), comprised of the USAID logo or seal and new brandmark, with the tagline that clearly communicates that our assistance is “from the American people.” The USAID Identity is available on the USAID website at www.usaid.gov/branding and USAID provides it without royalty, license, or other fee to recipients of USAID-funded grants, or cooperative agreements, or other assistance awards 

(b) Marking of Program Deliverables 

(1) All recipients must mark appropriately all overseas programs, projects, activities, public communications, and commodities partially or fully funded by a USAID grant or cooperative agreement or other assistance award or sub-award with the USAID Identity, of a size and prominence equivalent to or greater than the recipient’s, other donor’s, or any other third party’s identity or logo. 

(2) The Recipient will mark all program, project, or activity sites funded by USAID, including visible infrastructure projects (for example, roads, bridges, buildings) or other programs, projects, or activities that are physical in nature (for example, agriculture, forestry, water management) with the USAID Identity. The Recipient should erect temporary signs or plaques early in the construction or implementation phase. When construction or implementation is complete, the Recipient must install a permanent, durable sign, plaque or other marking. 

(3) The Recipient will mark technical assistance, studies, reports, papers, publications, audio-visual productions, public service announcements, Web sites/Internet activities and other promotional, informational, media, or communications products funded by USAID with the USAID Identity.

(4) The Recipient will appropriately mark events financed by USAID, such as training courses, conferences, seminars, exhibitions, fairs, workshops, press conferences and other public activities, with the USAID Identity. Unless directly prohibited and as appropriate to the surroundings, recipients should display additional materials, such as signs and banners, with the USAID Identity. In circumstances in which the USAID Identity cannot be displayed visually, the recipient is encouraged otherwise to acknowledge USAID and the American people’s support. 

(5) The Recipient will mark all commodities financed by USAID, including commodities or equipment provided under humanitarian assistance or disaster relief programs, and all other equipment, supplies, and other materials funded by USAID, and their export packaging with the USAID Identity. 

(6) The Agreement Officer may require the USAID Identity to be larger and more prominent if it is the majority donor, or to require that a cooperating country government’s identity be larger and more prominent if circumstances warrant, and as appropriate depending on the audience, program goals, and materials produced. 

(7) The Agreement Officer may require marking with the USAID Identity in the event that the recipient does not choose to mark with its own identity or logo. 

(8) The Agreement Officer may require a pre-production review of USAID-funded public communications and program materials for compliance with the approved Marking Plan. 

(9) Sub-recipients. To ensure that the marking requirements “flow down'' to sub-recipients of sub-awards, recipients of USAID funded grants and cooperative agreements or other assistance awards will include the USAID-approved marking provision in any USAID funded sub-award, as follows: 

“As a condition of receipt of this sub-award, marking with the USAID Identity of a size and prominence equivalent to or greater than the recipient’s, sub-recipient’s, other donor’s or third party’s is required. In the event the recipient chooses not to require marking with its own identity or logo by the sub-recipient, USAID may, at its discretion, require marking by the sub-recipient with the USAID Identity.” 

(10) Any ‘public communications’, as defined in 22 C.F.R. 226.2, funded by USAID, in which the content has not been approved by USAID, must contain the following disclaimer:

“This study/report/audio/visual/other information/media product (specify) is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of [insert recipient name] and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government.” 

(11) The recipient will provide the Agreement Officer’s Technical Representative (AOTR) or other USAID personnel designated in the grant or cooperative agreement with two copies of all program and communications materials produced under the award. In addition, the recipient will submit one electronic or one hard copy of all final documents to USAID’s Development Experience Clearinghouse. 

(c) Implementation of marking requirements. 

(1) When the grant or cooperative agreement contains an approved Marking Plan, the recipient will implement the requirements of this provision following the approved Marking Plan. 

(2) When the grant or cooperative agreement does not contain an approved Marking Plan, the recipient will propose and submit a plan for implementing the requirements of this provision within [Agreement Officer fill-in] days after the effective date of this provision. The plan will include: 

(i) A description of the program deliverables specified in paragraph (b) of this provision that the recipient will produce as a part of the grant or cooperative agreement and which will visibly bear the USAID Identity. 

(ii) the type of marking and what materials the applicant uses to mark the program deliverables with the USAID Identity, 

(iii) when in the performance period the applicant will mark the program deliverables, and where the applicant will place the marking, 

(3) The recipient may request program deliverables not be marked with the USAID Identity by identifying the program deliverables and providing a rationale for not marking these program deliverables. Program deliverables may be exempted from USAID marking requirements when: 

(i) USAID marking requirements would compromise the intrinsic independence or neutrality of a program or materials where independence or neutrality is an inherent aspect of the program and materials; 

(ii) USAID marking requirements would diminish the credibility of audits, reports, analyses, studies, or policy recommendations whose data or findings must be seen as independent;

(iii) USAID marking requirements would undercut host-country government “ownership” of constitutions, laws, regulations, policies, studies, assessments, reports, publications, surveys or audits, public service announcements, or other communications better positioned as “by” or “from” a cooperating country ministry or government official; 

(iv) USAID marking requirements would impair the functionality of an item; 

(v) USAID marking requirements would incur substantial costs or be impractical; 

(vi) USAID marking requirements would offend local cultural or social norms, or be considered inappropriate; 

(vii) USAID marking requirements would conflict with international law. 

(4) The proposed plan for implementing the requirements of this provision, including any proposed exemptions, will be negotiated within the time specified by the Agreement Officer after receipt of the proposed plan. Failure to negotiate an approved plan with the time specified by the Agreement Officer may be considered as noncompliance with the requirements is provision. 

(d) Waivers. 

(1) The recipient may request a waiver of the Marking Plan or of the marking requirements of this provision, in whole or in part, for each program, project, activity, public communication or commodity, or, in exceptional circumstances, for a region or country, when USAID required marking would pose compelling political, safety, or security concerns, or when marking would have an adverse impact in the cooperating country. The recipient will submit the request through the Agreement Officer’s Technical Representative. The Principal Officer is responsible for approvals or disapprovals of waiver requests. 

(2) The request will describe the compelling political, safety, security concerns, or adverse impact that require a waiver, detail the circumstances and rationale for the waiver, detail the specific requirements to be waived, the specific portion of the Marking Plan to be waived, or specific marking to be waived, and include a description of how program materials will be marked (if at all) if the USAID Identity is removed. The request should also provide a rationale for any use of recipient’s own identity/logo or that of a third party on materials that will be subject to the waiver.

(3) Approved waivers are not limited in duration but are subject to Principal Officer review at any time, due to changed circumstances. 

(4) Approved waivers “flow down” to recipients of sub-awards unless specified otherwise. The waiver may also include the removal of USAID markings already affixed, if circumstances warrant. 

(5) Determinations regarding waiver requests are subject to appeal to the Principal Officer’s cognizant Assistant Administrator. The recipient may appeal by submitting a written request to reconsider the Principal Officer’s waiver determination to the cognizant Assistant Administrator.

(e) Non-retroactivity. The requirements of this provision do not apply to any materials, events, or commodities produced prior to January 2, 2006. The requirements of this provision do not apply to program, project, or activity sites funded by USAID, including visible infrastructure projects (for example, roads, bridges, buildings) or other programs, projects, or activities that are physical in nature (for example, agriculture, forestry, water management) where the construction and implementation of these are complete prior to January 2, 2006 and the period of the grant does not extend past January 2, 2006.

15. REGULATIONS GOVERNING EMPLOYEES (AUG 1992)

(The following applies to the recipient's employees working in the cooperating country under the agreement who are not citizens of the cooperating country.)

a. The recipient's employees shall maintain private status and may not rely on local U.S. Government offices or facilities for support while under this grant.

b. The sale of personal property or automobiles by recipient employees and their dependents in the foreign country to which they are assigned shall be subject to the same limitations and prohibitions which apply to direct-hire USAID personnel employed by the Mission, including the rules contained in 22 CFR Part 136, except as this may conflict with host government regulations.

c. Other than work to be performed under this award for which an employee is assigned by the recipient, no employee of the recipient shall engage directly or indirectly, either in the individual's own name or in the name or through an agency of another person, in any business, profession, or occupation in the foreign countries to which the individual is assigned, nor shall the individual make loans or investments to or in any business, profession or occupation in the foreign countries to which the individual is assigned.

d. The recipient's employees, while in a foreign country, are expected to show respect for its conventions, customs, and institutions, to abide by its applicable laws and regulations, and not to interfere in its internal political affairs.

e. In the event the conduct of any recipient employee is not in accordance with the preceding paragraphs, the recipient's chief of party shall consult with the USAID Mission Director and the employee involved and shall recommend to the recipient a course of action with regard to such employee.

f. The parties recognize the rights of the U.S. Ambassador to direct the removal from a country of any U.S. citizen or the discharge from this grant award of any third country national when, in the discretion of the Ambassador, the interests of the United States so require.

g. If it is determined, either under (e) or (f) above, that the services of such employee should be terminated, the recipient shall use its best efforts to cause the return of such employee to the United States, or point of origin, as appropriate.

16. CONVERSIONS OF US DOLLARS TO LOCAL CURRENCY (NOV 1985)

Upon arrival in the Cooperating Country, and from time to time as appropriate, the recipient's chief of party shall consult with the Mission Director who shall provide, in writing, the procedure the recipient and its employees shall follow in the conversion of United States dollars to local currency. This may include, but is not limited to, the conversion of currency through the cognizant United States Disbursing Officer or Mission Controller, as appropriate.

17. USE OF POUCH FACILITIES (AUGUST 1992)

a. Use of diplomatic pouch is controlled by the Department of State. The Department of State has authorized the use of pouch facilities for USAID recipients and their employees as a general policy, as detailed in items (1) through (6) below. However, the final decision regarding use of pouch facilities rest with the Embassy or USAID Mission. In consideration of the use of pouch facilities, the recipient and its employees agree to indemnify and hold harmless, the Department of State and USAID for loss or damage occurring in pouch transmission: 

1. Recipients and their employees are authorized use of the pouch for transmission and receipt of up to a maximum of .9 kgs per shipment of correspondence and documents needed in the administration of assistance programs. 

2. U.S. citizen employees are authorized use of the pouch for personal mail up to a maximum of .45 kgs per shipment (but see (a)(3) below). 

3. Merchandise, parcels, magazines, or newspapers are not considered to be personal mail for purposes of this standard provision and are not authorized to be sent or received by pouch. 

4. Official and personal mail pursuant to a.1. and 2. above sent by pouch should be addressed as follows:

Name of individual or organization (followed by letter symbol "G")

City Name of post (USAID/______)

Agency for International Development

Washington, D.C. 20523-0001

5. Mail sent via the diplomatic pouch may not be in violation of U.S. Postal laws and may not contain material ineligible for pouch transmission. 

6. Recipient personnel are NOT authorized use of military postal facilities (APO/FPO). This is an Adjutant General's decision based on existing laws and regulations governing military postal facilities and is being enforced worldwide.

b. The recipient shall be responsible for advising its employees of this authorization, these guidelines, and limitations on use of pouch facilities. 

c. Specific additional guidance on grantee use of pouch facilities in accordance with 

18. INTERNATIONAL AIR TRAVEL AND TRANSPORTATION (JUN 1999)

a. PRIOR BUDGET APPROVAL

In accordance with OMB Cost Principles, direct charges for foreign travel costs are allowable only when each foreign trip has received prior budget approval. Such approval will be deemed to have been met when:

(1) the trip is identified. Identification is accomplished by providing the following information: the number of trips, the number of individuals per trip, and the destination country(s).

(2) the information noted at (a)(1) above is incorporated in: the proposal, the program description or schedule of the award, the implementation plan (initial or revisions), or amendments to the award; and

(3) the costs related to the travel are incorporated in the approved budget of the award. 

The Agreement Officer may approve travel which has not been incorporated in writing as required by paragraph (a)(2). In such case, a copy of the Agreement Officer's approval must be included in the agreement file.

b. NOTIFICATION

1. As long as prior budget approval has been met in accordance with paragraph (a) above, a separate Notification will not be necessary unless:
(i) The primary purpose of the trip is to work with USAID Mission personnel, or

(ii) The recipient expects significant administrative or substantive programmatic support from the Mission.

Neither the USAID Mission nor the Embassy will require Country Clearance of employees or contractors of USAID Recipients.

2. Where notification is required in accordance with paragraph (1)(i) or (ii) above, the recipient will observe the following standards:

(i) Send a written notice to the cognizant USAID Technical Office in the Mission. If the recipient's primary point of contact is a Technical Officer in USAID/W, the recipient may send the notice to that person. It will be the responsibility of the USAID/W Technical Officer to forward the notice to the field.

(ii) The notice should be sent as far in advance as possible, but at least 14 calendar days in advance of the proposed travel. This notice may be sent by fax or e-mail. The recipient should retain proof that notification was made.

(iii) The notification shall contain the following information: the award number, the Agreement Officer’s Technical Representative, the traveler's name (if known), date of arrival, and the purpose of the trip.

(iv) The USAID Mission will respond only if travel has been denied. It will be the responsibility of the Technical Officer in the Mission to contact the recipient within 5 working days of having received the notice if the travel is denied. If the recipient has not received a response within the time frame, the recipient will be considered to have met these standards for notification, and may travel.

(v) If a sub-recipient is required to issue a Notification, as per this section, the sub-recipient may contact the USAID Technical Officer directly, or the prime may contact USAID on the sub-recipient's behalf.

c. SECURITY ISSUES

Recipients are encouraged to obtain the latest Department of State Travel Advisory Notices before travelling. These Notices are available to the general public and may be obtained directly from the State Department, or via Internet.

Where security is a concern in a specific region, recipients may choose to notify the US Embassy of their presence when they have entered the country. This may be especially important for long-term posting.

d. USE OF U.S.-OWNED LOCAL CURRENCY

Travel to certain countries shall, at USAID's option, be funded from U.S.-owned local currency. When USAID intends to exercise this option, USAID will either issue a U.S. Government S.F. 1169, Transportation Request (GTR) which the grantee may exchange for tickets, or issue the tickets directly. Use of such U.S.-owned currencies will constitute a dollar charge to this grant. 

e. THE FLY AMERICA ACT 

The Fly America Act (49 U.S.C. 40118) requires that all air travel and shipments under this award must be made on U.S. flag air carriers to the extent service by such carriers is available. The Administrator of General Services Administration (GSA) is authorized to issue regulations for purposes of implementation. Those regulations may be found at 41 CFR part 301, and are hereby incorporated by reference into this award. 

f. COST PRINCIPLES 

The recipient will be reimbursed for travel and the reasonable cost of subsistence, post differentials and other allowances paid to employees in international travel status in accordance with the recipient's applicable cost principles and established policies and practices which are uniformly applied to federally financed and other activities of the grantee. 

If the recipient does not have written established policies regarding travel costs, the standard for determining the reasonableness of reimbursement for overseas allowance will be the Standardized Regulations (Government Civilians, Foreign Areas), published by the U.S. Department of State, as from time to time amended. The most current subsistence, post differentials, and other allowances may be obtained from the Agreement Officer. 

g. SUBAWARDS. 

This provision will be included in all sub-awards and contracts which require international air travel and transportation under this award.

19. OCEAN SHIPMENT OF GOODS (JUN 1999)

a. At least 50% of the gross tonnage of all goods purchased under this agreement and transported to the cooperating countries shall be made on privately owned U.S. flag commercial ocean vessels, to the extent such vessels are available at fair and reasonable rates for such vessels.

b. At least 50% of the gross freight revenue generated by shipments of goods purchased under this agreement and transported to the cooperating countries on dry cargo liners shall be paid to or for the benefit of privately owned U.S. flag commercial ocean vessels to the extent such vessels are available at fair and reasonable rates for such vessels.

c. When U.S. flag vessels are not available, or their use would result in a significant delay, the grantee may request a determination of non-availability from the USAID Transportation Division, Office of Procurement, Washington, D.C. 20523, giving the basis for the request which will relieve the grantee of the requirement to use U.S. flag vessels for the amount of tonnage included in the determination. Shipments made on non-free world ocean vessels are not reimbursable under this grant.

d. The recipient shall send a copy of each ocean bill of lading, stating all of the carrier's charges including the basis for calculation such as weight or cubic measurement, covering a shipment under this agreement to:

U.S. Department of Transportation,

Maritime Administration, Division of National Cargo,

400 7th Street, S.W.,

Washington, DC 20590, and

U.S. Agency for International Development,

Office of Procurement, Transportation Division

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20523-7900

e. Shipments by voluntary nonprofit relief agencies (i.e., PVOs) shall be governed by this standard provision and by USAID Regulation 2, "Overseas Shipments of Supplies by Voluntary Nonprofit Relief Agencies" (22 CFR Part 202).

f. Shipments financed under this grant must meet applicable eligibility requirements set out in 22 CFR 228.21.

20. LOCAL PROCUREMENT (APRIL 1998)

a. Financing local procurement involves the use of appropriated funds to finance the procurement of goods and services supplied by local businesses, dealers or producers, with payment normally being in the currency of the cooperating country. 

b. Locally financed procurements must be covered by source and nationality waivers as set forth in 22 CFR 228, Subpart F, except as provided for in mandatory standard provision, "USAID Eligibility Rules for Goods and Services," or when one of the following exceptions applies: 

(1) Locally available commodities of U.S. origin, which are otherwise eligible for financing, if the value of the transaction is estimated not to exceed $100,000 exclusive of transportation costs. 

(2) Commodities of geographic code 935 origin if the value of the transaction does not exceed the local currency equivalent of $5,000. 

(3) Professional Services Contracts estimated not to exceed $250,000. 

(4) Construction Services Contracts estimated not to exceed $5,000,000. 

(5) Commodities and services available only in the local economy (no specific per transaction value applies to this category). This category includes the following items: 

(i) Utilities including fuel for heating and cooking, waste disposal and trash collection; 

(ii) Communications - telephone, telex, fax, postal and courier services; 

(iii) Rental costs for housing and office space; 

(iv) Petroleum, oils and lubricants for operating vehicles and equipment; 

(v) Newspapers, periodicals and books published in the cooperating country; 

(vi) Other commodities and services and related expenses that, by their nature or as a practical matter, can only be acquired, performed, or incurred in the cooperating country, e.g., vehicle maintenance, hotel accommodations, etc. 

c. The coverage on ineligible and restricted goods and services in the mandatory standard provision entitled, "USAID Eligibility Rules for Goods and Services," also apply to local procurement.

d. This provision will be included in all sub-agreements where local procurement of goods or services is a supported element.
21. VOLUNTARY POPULATION PLANNING ACTIVITIES - MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS (MAY 2006)

Requirements for Voluntary Sterilization Programs 

(1) None of the funds made available under this award shall be used to pay for the performance of involuntary sterilization as a method of family planning or to coerce or provide any financial incentive to any individual to practice sterilization. 

Prohibition on Abortion-Related Activities: 

(1) No funds made available under this award will be used to finance, support, or be attributed to the following activities: (i) procurement or distribution of equipment intended to be used for the purpose of inducing abortions as a method of family planning; (ii) special fees or incentives to any person to coerce or motivate them to have abortions; (iii) payments to persons to perform abortions or to solicit persons to undergo abortions; (iv) information, education, training, or communication programs that seek to promote abortion as a method of family planning; and (v) lobbying for or against abortion. The term “motivate”, as it relates to family planning assistance, shall not be construed to prohibit the provision, consistent with local law, of information or counseling about all pregnancy options. 

(2) No funds made available under this award will be used to pay for any biomedical research which relates, in whole or in part, to methods of, or the performance of, abortions or involuntary sterilizations as a means of family planning. Epidemiologic or descriptive research to assess the incidence, extent or consequences of abortions is not precluded.

22. CENTRAL CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION AND UNIVERSAL IDENTIFIER (OCT 2010)

a. Requirement for Central Contractor Registration (CCR). Unless you are exempted from this requirement under 2 CFR 25.110, you as the recipient must maintain the currency of your information in the CCR until you submit the final financial report required under this award or receive the final payment, whichever is later. This requires that you review and update the information at least annually after the initial registration, and more frequently if required by changes in your information or another award term.

b. Requirement for Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) numbers. If you are authorized to make sub-awards under this award, you:

1) Must notify potential sub-recipients that no entity (see definition in paragraph C of this award term) may receive a sub-award from you unless the entity has provided its DUNS number to you.

2) May not make a sub-award to an entity unless the entity has provided its DUNS number to you.

c. Definitions. For purposes of this award term:

1) Central Contractor Registration (CCR) means the Federal repository into which an entity must provide information required for the conduct of business as a recipient. Additional information about registration procedures may be found at the CCR Internet site (currently at http://www.ccr.gov).

2) Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number means the nine-digit number established and assigned by Dun and Bradstreet, Inc. (D&B) to uniquely identify business entities. A DUNS number may be obtained from D&B by telephone (currently 866-705-5711) or the Internet (currently at http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform).

3) Entity, as it is used in this award term, means all of the following, as defined at 2 CFR part 25, subpart C:

i) A Governmental organization, which is a State, local government, or Indian tribe;

ii) A foreign public entity;

iii) A domestic or foreign nonprofit organization;

iv) A domestic or foreign for-profit organization; and

v) A Federal agency, but only as a sub-recipient under an award or sub-award to a non-Federal entity.

4) Sub-award:

i) This term means a legal instrument to provide support for the performance of any portion of the substantive project or program for which you received this award and that you as the recipient award to an eligible sub-recipient.

ii) The term does not include your procurement of property and services needed to carry out the project or program (for further explanation, see Sec. --.210 of the attachment to OMB Circular A-133, “Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations”).

iii) A sub-award may be provided through any legal agreement, including an agreement that you consider a contract.

5) Sub-recipient means an entity that:

i) Receives a sub-award from you under this award; and

ii) Is accountable to you for the use of the Federal funds provided by the sub-award.

23. REPORTING SUBAWARDS AND EXECUTIVE COMPENSATION (OCT 2010)

a. Reporting of first-tier sub-awards.

1) Applicability. Unless you are exempt as provided in paragraph d. of this award term, you must report each action that obligates $25,000 or more in Federal funds that does not include Recovery funds (as defined in section 1512(a)(2) of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, Pub. L. 111-5) for a sub-award to an entity (see definitions in paragraph e of this award term).

2) Where and when to report.

i) You must report each obligating action described in paragraph a.1. of this award term to www.fsrs.gov.

ii) For sub-award information, report no later than the end of the month following the month in which the obligation was made. (For example, if the obligation was made on November 7, 2010, the obligation must be reported by no later than December 31, 2010.)

3) What to report. You must report the information about each obligating action that the submission instructions posted at www.fsrs.gov specify.

b. Reporting Total Compensation of Recipient Executives.

1) Applicability and what to report. You must report total compensation for each of your five most highly compensated executives for the preceding completed fiscal year, if:

i) the total Federal funding authorized to date under this award is $25,000 or more;

ii) in the preceding fiscal year, you received:

A. 80 percent or more of your annual gross revenues from Federal procurement contracts (and subcontracts) and Federal financial assistance subject to the Transparency Act, as defined at 2 CFR 170.320 (and sub-awards); and

B. $25,000,000 or more in annual gross revenues from Federal procurement contracts (and subcontracts) and Federal financial assistance subject to the Transparency Act, as defined at 2 CFR 170.320 (and sub-awards); and

iii) The public does not have access to information about the compensation of the executives through periodic reports filed under section 13(a) or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (15 U.S.C. 78m(a), 78o(d)) or section 6104 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. (To determine if the public has access to the compensation information, see the U.S. Security and Exchange Commission total compensation filings at http://www.sec.gov/answers/execomp.htm.)

2) Where and when to report. You must report executive total compensation described in paragraph b.(1) of this award term:

i) As part of your registration profile at www.ccr.gov.

ii) By the end of the month following the month in which this award is made, and annually thereafter.

c. Reporting of Total Compensation of Sub-recipient Executives.

1) Applicability and what to report. Unless you are exempt as provided in paragraph d. of this award term, for each first-tier sub-recipient under this award, you shall report the names and total compensation of each of the sub-recipient’s five most highly compensated executives for the sub-recipient’s preceding completed fiscal year, if:

i) in the sub-recipient's preceding fiscal year, the sub-recipient received:

A. 80 percent or more of its annual gross revenues from Federal procurement contracts (and subcontracts) and Federal financial assistance subject to the Transparency Act, as defined at 2 CFR 170.320 (and sub-awards); and

B. $25,000,000 or more in annual gross revenues from Federal procurement contracts (and subcontracts), and Federal financial assistance subject to the Transparency Act (and sub-awards); and ii. The public does not have access to information about the compensation of the executives through periodic reports filed under section 13(a) or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (15 U.S.C. 78m(a), 78o(d)) or section 6104 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. (To determine if the public has access to the compensation information, see the U.S. Security and Exchange Commission total compensation filings at http://www.sec.gov/answers/execomp.htm.)

2) Where and when to report. You must report sub-recipient executive total compensation described in paragraph c.(1) of this award term:

i) To the recipient.

ii) By the end of the month following the month during which you make the sub-award. For example, if a sub-award is obligated on any date during the month of October of a given year (i.e., between October 1 and 31), you must report any required compensation information of the sub-recipient by November 30 of that year.

d. Exemptions

If, in the previous tax year, you had gross income, from all sources, under $300,000, you are exempt from the requirements to report:

1) Sub-awards, and

2) The total compensation of the five most highly compensated executives of any sub-recipient.

e. Definitions. For purposes of this award term:

1) Entity means all of the following, as defined in 2 CFR part 25:

i) A Governmental organization, which is a State, local government, or Indian tribe;

ii) A foreign public entity;

iii) A domestic or foreign nonprofit organization;

iv) A domestic or foreign for-profit organization;

v) A Federal agency, but only as a sub-recipient under an award or sub-award to a non-Federal entity.

2) Executive means officers, managing partners, or any other employees in management positions.

3) Sub-award:

i) This term means a legal instrument to provide support for the performance of any portion of the substantive project or program for which you received this award and that you as the recipient award to an eligible sub-recipient.

ii) The term does not include your procurement of property and services needed to carry out the project or program (for further explanation, see Sec. --.210 of the attachment to OMB Circular A-133, “Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non- Profit Organizations”).

iii) A sub-award may be provided through any legal agreement, including an agreement that you or a sub-recipient considers a contract.

4) Sub-recipient means an entity that:

i) Receives a sub-award from you (the recipient) under this award; and

ii) Is accountable to you for the use of the Federal funds provided by the sub-award.

5) Total compensation means the cash and noncash dollar value earned by the executive during the recipient’s or sub-recipient’s preceding fiscal year and includes the following (for more information see 17 CFR 229.402(c)(2)):

i) Salary and bonus.

ii) Awards of stock, stock options, and stock appreciation rights. Use the dollar amount recognized for financial statement reporting purposes with respect to the fiscal year in accordance with the Statement of Financial Accounting Standards No. 123 (Revised 2004) (FAS 123R), Shared Based Payments.

iii) Earnings for services under non-equity incentive plans. This does not include group life, health, hospitalization or medical reimbursement plans that do not discriminate in favor of executives, and are available generally to all salaried employees.

iv) Change in pension value. This is the change in present value of defined benefit and actuarial pension plans.

v) Above-market earnings on deferred compensation which is not tax-qualified.

vi) Other compensation, if the aggregate value of all such other compensation (e.g. severance, termination payments, value of life insurance paid on behalf of the employee, perquisites or property) for the executive exceeds $10,000.

24. TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS (OCT 2010)

a. Provisions applicable to a recipient that is a private entity.
1) You as the recipient, your employees, sub-recipients under this award, and sub-recipients’ employees may not:

i) Engage in severe forms of trafficking in persons during the period of time that the award is in effect;

ii) Procure a commercial sex act during the period of time that the award is in effect; or

iii) Use forced labor in the performance of the award or sub-awards under the award.

2) We as the Federal awarding agency may unilaterally terminate this award, without penalty, if you or a sub-recipient that is a private entity:

i) Is determined to have violated a prohibition in paragraph a. (1) of this award term; or

ii) Has an employee who is determined by the agency official authorized to terminate the award to have violated a prohibition in paragraph a. (1) of this award term through conduct that is either:

A. Associated with performance under this award; or

B. Imputed to you or the sub-recipient using the standards and due process for imputing the conduct of an individual to an organization that are provided in 2 CFR part 180, ‘‘OMB Guidelines to Agencies on Government-wide Debarment and Suspension (Non-procurement),’’ as implemented by our agency at 22 CFR 208 or its superseding Part in 2 CFR.

b. Provisions applicable to a recipient other than a private entity.

We as the Federal awarding agency may unilaterally terminate this award, without penalty, if a sub-recipient that is a private entity:

1) Is determined to have violated an applicable prohibition in paragraph a. (1) of this award term; or

2) Has an employee who is determined by the agency official authorized to terminate the award to have violated an applicable prohibition in paragraph a. (1) of this award term through conduct that is either:

i) Associated with performance under this award; or

ii) Imputed to the sub-recipient using the standards and due process for imputing the conduct of an individual to an organization that are provided in 2 CFR part 180, ‘‘OMB Guidelines to Agencies on Government-wide Debarment and Suspension (Non-procurement),’’ as implemented by our agency at 22 CFR 208 or its superseding Part in 2 CFR.

c. Provisions applicable to any recipient.

1) You must inform us immediately of any information you receive from any source alleging a violation of a prohibition in paragraph a. (1) of this award term.

2) Our right to terminate unilaterally that is described in paragraph a. (2) or b of this section:

i) Implements section 106(g) of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (TVPA), as amended (22 U.S.C. 7104(g)), and

ii) Is in addition to all other remedies for noncompliance that are available to us under this award.

3) You must include the requirements of paragraph a. (1) of this award term in any sub-award you make to a private entity.

d. Definitions. For purposes of this provision:

1) ‘‘Employee’’ means either:

i) An individual employed by you or a sub-recipient who is engaged in the performance of the project or program under this award; or

ii) Another person engaged in the performance of the project or program under this award and not compensated by you including, but not limited to, a volunteer or individual whose services are contributed by a third party as an in-kind contribution toward cost sharing or matching requirements.

2) ‘‘Forced labor’’ means labor obtained by any of the following methods: the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.

3) ‘‘Private entity’’:

i) Means any entity other than a State, local government, Indian tribe, or foreign public entity, as those terms are defined in 2 CFR 175.25(b).

ii) Includes:

A. A nonprofit organization, including any nonprofit institution of higher education, hospital, or tribal organization other than one included in the definition of Indian tribe at 2 CFR 175.25(b).

B. A for-profit organization.

4) ‘‘Severe forms of trafficking in persons,’’ ‘‘commercial sex act,’’ and ‘‘coercion’’ have the meanings given at section 103 of the TVPA, as amended (22 U.S.C. 7102).

25. NEGOTIATED INDIRECT COST RATES - PROVISIONAL (Nonprofit) (APR 1998) 

a. Provisional indirect cost rates shall be established for each of the recipient's accounting periods during the term of this award. Pending establishment of revised provisional or final rates, allowable indirect costs shall be reimbursed at the rates, on the bases, and for the periods shown in the schedule of the award.

b. Within the earlier of 30 days after receipt of the A-133 audit report or nine months after the end of the audit period, the recipient shall submit to the cognizant agency for audit the required OMB Circular A-133 audit report, proposed final indirect cost rates, and supporting cost data. If USAID is the cognizant agency or no cognizant agency has been designated, the recipient shall submit four copies of the audit report, along with the proposed final indirect cost rates and supporting cost data, to the Overhead, Special Costs, and Closeout Branch, Office or Procurement, USAID, Washington, DC 20523-7802. The proposed rates shall be based on the recipient's actual cost experience during that fiscal year. Negotiations of final indirect cost rates shall begin soon after receipt of the recipient's proposal.

c. Allowability of costs and acceptability of cost allocation methods shall be determined in accordance with the applicable cost principles.

d. The results of each negotiation shall be set forth in a written indirect cost rate agreement signed by both parties. Such agreement is automatically incorporated into this award and shall specify (1) the agreed upon final rates, (2) the bases to which the rates apply, (3) the fiscal year for which the rates apply, and (4) the items treated as direct costs. The agreement shall not change any monetary ceiling, award obligation, or specific cost allowance or disallowance provided for in this award.

e. Pending establishment of final indirect cost rate(s) for any fiscal year, the recipient shall be reimbursed either at negotiated provisional rates or at billing rates acceptable to the Agreement Officer, subject to appropriate adjustment when the final rates for the fiscal year are established. To prevent substantial overpayment or underpayment, the provisional or billing rates may be prospectively or retroactively revised by mutual agreement.

f. Failure by the parties to agree on final rates is a 22 CFR 226.90 dispute.

26. PUBLIC NOTICES (MAR 2004)

It is USAID's policy to inform the public as fully as possible of its programs and activities. The recipient is encouraged to give public notice of the receipt of this award and, from time to time, to announce progress and accomplishments. Press releases or other public notices should include a statement substantially as follows:


"The U.S. Agency for International Development administers the U.S. foreign assistance program providing economic and humanitarian assistance in more than 120 countries worldwide."

The recipient may call on USAID's Bureau for Legislative and Public Affairs for advice regarding public notices. The recipient is requested to provide copies of notices or announcements to the cognizant technical officer and to USAID's Bureau for Legislative and Public Affairs as far in advance of release as possible.

27. REPORTING OF FOREIGN TAXES (MAR 2006)
a.
The recipient must annually submit a report by April 16 of the next year.

b.
Contents of Report. The report must contain:


(i)
Contractor/recipient name.


(ii)
Contact name with phone, fax and email.


(iii)
Agreement number(s).

(iv)
Amount of foreign taxes assessed by a foreign government [each foreign government must be listed separately] on commodity purchase transactions valued at $500 or more financed with U.S. foreign assistance funds under this agreement during the prior U.S. fiscal year. 

(v)
 Only foreign taxes assessed by the foreign government in the country receiving U.S. assistance is to be reported. Foreign taxes by a third party foreign government are not to be reported. For example, if an assistance program for Lesotho involves the purchase of commodities in South Africa using foreign assistance funds, any taxes imposed by South Africa would not be reported in the report for Lesotho (or South Africa).

(vi)
Any reimbursements received by the Recipient during the period in (iv) regardless of when the foreign tax was assessed and any reimbursements on the taxes reported in (iv) received through March 31.


(vii)
Report is required even if the recipient did not pay any taxes during the 
report period.

(viii)
Cumulative reports may be provided if the recipient is implementing more than one program in a foreign country.

a. Definitions. For purposes of this clause:

(i)
“Agreement” includes USAID direct and country contracts, grants, cooperative agreements and interagency agreements.


(ii)
“Commodity” means any material, article, supply, goods, or equipment.


(iii)
“Foreign government” includes any foreign governmental entity.

(iv)
“Foreign taxes” means value-added taxes and custom duties assessed by a foreign government on a commodity. It does not include foreign sales taxes.

b. Where. Submit the reports to:

Mission Controller

USAID/EAST AFRICA

P.O. Box 629

Village Market 00621

Nairobi, Kenya

c. Sub-agreements. The recipient must include this reporting requirement in all applicable subcontracts, sub-grants and other sub-agreements.

d. For further information see http://www.state.gov/m/rm/c10443.htm.

28. FOREIGN GOVERNMENT DELEGATIONS TO INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES (JAN 2002)

Funds in this agreement may not be used to finance the travel, per diem, hotel expenses, meals, conference fees or other conference costs for any member of a foreign government’s delegation to an international conference sponsored by a public international organization, except as provided in ADS Mandatory Reference “Guidance on Funding Foreign Government Delegations to International Conferences or as approved by the Agreement Officer.

These provisions also must be included in the Standard Provisions of any new grant or cooperative agreement to a public international organization or a U.S. or non-U.S. non-governmental organization financed with FY04 HIV/AIDS funds or modification to an existing grant or cooperative agreement that adds FY04 HIV/AIDS.

29. USAID DISABILITY POLICY - ASSISTANCE (DEC 2004)

a.
The objectives of the USAID Disability Policy are (1) to enhance the attainment of United States foreign assistance program goals by promoting the participation and equalization of opportunities of individuals with disabilities in USAID policy, country and sector strategies, activity designs and implementation; (2) to increase awareness of issues of people with disabilities both within USAID programs and in host countries; (3) to engage other U.S. government agencies, host country counterparts, governments, implementing organizations and other donors in fostering a climate of nondiscrimination against people with disabilities; and (4) to support international advocacy for people with disabilities. The full text of the policy paper can be found at the following website:

http://www.usaid.gov/about/disability/DISABPOL.FIN.html

b.
USAID therefore requires that the recipient not discriminate against people with disabilities in the implementation of USAID funded programs and that it make every effort to comply with the objectives of the USAID Disability Policy in performing the program under this grant or cooperative agreement. To that end and to the extent it can accomplish this goal within the scope of the program objectives, the recipient should demonstrate a comprehensive and consistent approach for including men, women and children with disabilities.

ATTACHMENT D

[image: image3.emf]Driver: _______________________________ AOTR/COTR: ______________________________Date reviewed:____________

Vehicle License Plate # _______________________ Year: ___________________

No.Item Km.  Interval

Period-

Months Date  Driver Mechanic Date

 

1Replace brake fluid 24

2Oil change 8,000 6

3Check Brakes 16,000 12

     

4Inspect suspension components and driveshaft boots 16,000 12

5Inspect Tie Rod Ends, Steering Gear Box, and boots 16,000 12

     

6Lube Hinges, Locks, and Latches 16,000 12

7Rotate Tires 16,000 12

     

8Replace air cleaner element 16,000 12

9Check Parking Brake Adjustment 16,000 12

     

10Inspect all fluid levels and conditions 16,000 12

     

11Inspect brake hoses and lines (including ABS) 16,000 12

     

12Inspect exhaust system, fuel lines and connection 16,000 12

13Check Belts 45,000 24

14Replace Dust and Pollen Filter 45,000 24

15Replace manual transmission fluid 45,000 24

16Replace rear differential fluid 45,000 24

16Inspect valve clearances (unless noisy) 24,000 18

17Replace Spark Plugs 16,000 12

18Replace engine coolant  16,000 12

19Inspect idle speed 45,000 24

DRC - VEHICLE MAINTENANCE CHECK LIST


[END OF SECTION D AND END OF SOLICITATION]
Stable socio-economic recovery in targeted communities enhanced





Number of project beneficiaries whose living conditions improved as a result of project interventions (disaggregated by gender) as measured by pre and post intervention surveys.


Citizens’ perceptions of their own physical security improved


Number of women’s organizations/associations assisted as a result of USG support 


Number of community-based reconciliation projects completed with USG assistance





IR 1:


Conflict prevention and management capacity developed or strengthened in targeted communities





Illustrative Indicators:


Number of people trained in conflict mitigation/resolution skills with USG assistance (disaggregated by gender)


Number of peace-building structures established or strengthened with USG assistance that engage conflict-affected citizens in peace and/or reconciliation processes


Number of community-based reconciliation projects completed with USG-assistance








IR 2:


Citizens’ participation in good governance strengthened in targeted communities








Illustrative Indicators:


Number of community-based and civil society organizations strengthened with USG assistance


Percentage increase in women’s participation in community governance structures and decision making processes


Number of quick impact projects supported by the USG undertaken to enhance accountability








IR 3:


Livelihoods in targeted communities improved





Illustrative Indicators:


Yield/unit of targeted agriculture commodities


Number of farmers benefiting directly from USG interventions (disaggregated by gender)


Number of producers organizations, water users associations, trade and business associations, and community-based organizations (CBOs) receiving USG assistance


Number of beneficiaries benefiting from alternative livelihood opportunities (disaggregated by gender)








IR 1.1


Mechanisms for conflict prevention and management strengthened





IR 1.2


 Women’s role in conflict management structures and processes increased





IR.1.3 


Community-driven social infrastructure projects promote reconciliation and stability





IR 2.1


Organizational capacity of community-based and civil society organizations strengthened or established





IR 2.2


Citizen’s participation and advocacy through community governance structures improved or developed





IR 2.3


Women’s influence in community-decision-making increased





IR 3.1 


Household revenues from agricultural production, processing and marketing





IR.3.2


Alternative livelihood opportunities created





IR.3.4


Community-level dialogue on rights and roles of men and women facilitated





IR.3.3


Basic agriculture infrastructure improved or increased





Figure 1: CRLP result framework








� With support from the United Nations Peacekeeping Forces formerly known as MONUC and now MONUSCO (UN Stabilization Forces); and Ugandan and Rwandan armed forces


� For the purpose of this RFA, applicants must clearly define what they consider as community (village, groups of villages close each other, decentralized administrative entities such as groupement, number of people living in a giving geographic area etc….) USAID reserves the right to agree or request expanding the geographic scope. 


� Formerly known as the United Nations Peacekeeping Mission in the DRC (MONUC)


� See the ISSSS and STAREC strategy documents on the MONUSCO website: � HYPERLINK "http://monusco.unmissions.org/" �http://monusco.unmissions.org/� 


� The FDLR is formed of elements of former Rwandan armed forces of Hutu ethnic group accused of perpetrating genocide by President Kagame’s Government. They fled the country and settled in the mountains that straddle the borders of Uganda, Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo and mounted armed resistance movement following Kagame’s rebel group sized power. The Mai Mai is community-based militia groups initially formed to defend their local territory against the invasion of Rwandan forces and Rwanda-affiliated Congolese rebel groups, and other Congolese armed groups. However, some were most likely formed to exploit the war for their own advantage by looting, cattle rustling or banditry. 


� A decentralized administrative entity below the territories (territoires)


� The term “vulnerable,” unless otherwise defined in this document, describes individuals, entities, or groups that are or susceptible – because of social, cultural, political, and/or economic characteristics – to being disenfranchised, marginalized, subjected to violence, and or engaging in illegal/rebellious activities against legally established governing bodies.


� Focus must be on refugees who have already returned but have yet to be fully integrated. Support for refugee returns is excluded, except as may otherwise be agreed in writing.


� Particularly for returnees (refugees, internally displaced people and ex-combatants), and widows.


� Banana and cassava are the two major staple foods in target areas and thus represent the major crops. 


� The role of males is generally limited to clearing the farming space, according to members (male and female) of local communities the joint Peace and Stability and Economic Growth assessment teams met late 2010. 


� Due to return or IDPs and refugees and the high fertility rate across the country


� Most of the envisioned CARGs have now been established but many are still not fully functional due to the lack of funding or organizational capacity. The CDCs have also been established in many communities.


� Anderson, Mary. “Do No Harm: How Aid Can Support Peace – or War”. � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdainc.com/dnh/docs/DoNoHarmHandbook.pdf" �http://www.cdainc.com/dnh/docs/DoNoHarmHandbook.pdf� 
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SUMMARY

		Mandatory Budget Format RFA 623-11-000031		BUDGET SUMMARY SPREADSHEET: DOLLAR COSTS

		Please provide the information requested for each year, the totals and a by line item explanation.

		All amounts in US $.  If more subawardees are proposed please insert additional worksheets as needed.

				Year 1				Year 2				Year 3				Year 4				Year 5				Total

		ITEM		USAID		Cost Share		USAID		Cost Share		USAID		Cost Share		USAID		Cost Share		USAID		Cost Share		USAID		Cost Share

		LABOR

		FRINGE BENEFITS

		TRAVEL

		EQUIPMENT

		SUPPLIES

		OTHER DIRECT COSTS

		SUB-GRANTS (If Any)

		INDIRECT COSTS

		TOTAL ESTIMATED COSTS





DETAIL Prime

		Mandatory Budget Format RFA 623-11-000031		BUDGET DETAIL SPREADSHEET: PRIME RECIPIENT

		Please provide the information requested for each year, the totals and a by line item explanation.

		All amounts in US $.  If more subawardees are proposed please insert additional worksheets as needed.

				Year 1				Year 2				Year 3				Year 4				Total

		ITEM		USAID		Cost Share		USAID		Cost Share		USAID		Cost Share		USAID		Cost Share		USAID		Cost Share		Budget Note

																								* include additional pages or documents as needed

		LABOR

		Direct Long Term Labor

		Allowances

		Direct Short Term Labor

		Local Staff

		Home Office

		Fringe Benefits

		TRAVEL

		Assignment to Post and Entitlement

		International Travel

		Local Travel

		Per Diem

		Transportation of HHE &c

		EQUIPMENT

		Expendable Equipment & Supplies

		Vehicles & Non Expendable Equipment

		SUPPLIES

		OTHER DIRECT COSTS

		SUB-GRANTS (If Any)

		US Grantees

		Local Grantees

		OVERHEADS

		Overhead

		G & A

		Other Indirect Costs

		TOTAL ESTIMATED COSTS





DETAIL Sub Awardee 1

		Mandatory Budget Format RFA 623-11-000031		BUDGET DETAIL SPREADSHEET: SUB-AWARDEE

		Please provide the information requested for each year, the totals and a by line item explanation.

		All amounts in US $.  If more subawardees are proposed please insert additional worksheets as needed.

				Year 1				Year 2				Year 3				Year 4				Total

		ITEM		USAID		Cost Share		USAID		Cost Share		USAID		Cost Share		USAID		Cost Share		USAID		Cost Share		Budget Note

																								* include additional pages or documents as needed

		LABOR

		Direct Long Term Labor

		Allowances

		Direct Short Term Labor

		Local Staff

		Home Office

		Fringe Benefits

		TRAVEL

		Assignment to Post and Entitlement

		International Travel

		Local Travel

		Per Diem

		Transportation of HHE &c

		EQUIPMENT

		Expendable Equipment & Supplies

		Vehicles & Non Expendable Equipment

		SUPPLIES

		OTHER DIRECT COSTS

		SUB-GRANTS (If Any)

		US Grantees

		Local Grantees

		OVERHEADS

		Overhead

		G & A

		Other Indirect Costs

		TOTAL ESTIMATED COSTS





DETAIL Subawardee 2

		Mandatory Budget Format RFA 623-11-000031		BUDGET DETAIL SPREADSHEET: SUB-AWARDEE

		Please provide the information requested for each year, the totals and a by line item explanation.

		All amounts in US $.  If more subawardees are proposed please insert additional worksheets as needed.

				Year 1				Year 2				Year 3				Year 4				Total

		ITEM		USAID		Cost Share		USAID		Cost Share		USAID		Cost Share		USAID		Cost Share		USAID		Cost Share		Budget Note

																								* include additional pages or documents as needed

		LABOR

		Direct Long Term Labor

		Allowances

		Direct Short Term Labor

		Local Staff

		Home Office

		Fringe Benefits

		TRAVEL

		Assignment to Post and Entitlement

		International Travel

		Local Travel

		Per Diem

		Transportation of HHE &c

		EQUIPMENT

		Expendable Equipment & Supplies

		Vehicles & Non Expendable Equipment

		SUPPLIES

		OTHER DIRECT COSTS

		SUB-GRANTS (If Any)

		US Grantees

		Local Grantees

		OVERHEADS

		Overhead

		G & A

		Other Indirect Costs

		TOTAL ESTIMATED COSTS






