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NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD

This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the Bureau of Reclamation’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.
	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	R12SS11003

	Project Title
	2012 Irrigation Water Delivery Metering Project

	Recipient
	Lewiston Orchards Irrigation District (LOID)

	Principal Investigator / Program Manager
	Mr. Barney Metz
Manager
Lewiston Orchards Irrigation District
1520 Powers Avenue
Lewiston, ID 83501
Phone  208-746-8235 
bmetz@loid.net

	Anticipated Federal Amount
	$100,000  

	Cost Share
	50% or more of non-Federal cost-share is required

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$100,000

	New Award or Continuation?
	New Award

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	Approximately July 1, 2012 to May 31 2013

	Award Instrument
	Grant Agreement

	Statutory Authority
	Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009, Sec. 9504 (a), P. L. No. 111-11, dated March 30, 2009

	CFDA # and Title
	15.530: Water Conservation Field Services Program

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	
(4) Unique Qualifications

	Reclamation Point of Contact
	Ms. Melinda Ritacco
Financial Assistance Specialist, PN-3713
Pacific Northwest Regional Office
1150 N Curtis Road, Suite 100
Boise, ID  83706-1234
Phone 208-378-5103                    
Email:  mritacco@usbr.gov




OVERVIEW

LOID operates and maintains Reclamation irrigation facilities and distributes natural flow and stored water from Reclamation reservoirs to Project lands located in Lewiston, Idaho.  LOID’s water supply comes from the Craig Mountain watershed.  Water is collected during the periods of rain and snow runoff at the three Federally-owned reservoirs operated by LOID: Soldiers Meadow, Lake Waha, and Reservoir “A”.  

Due to the small size of the watershed, water supplies can vary significantly from year to year.  LOID has been undergoing water shortages on and off within its system for the past forty years.  Historically, LOID exercised its full water right and frequently used all of the water in Sweetwater Creek to meet those needs; however, LOID is now trying to balance the water user needs with the emerging needs for water for environmental uses.  Recently implemented in-stream flow commitments made to the Nez Perce Tribes have resulted in even more uncertainty in the supply of water available for LOID each year.

The current irrigation system distributes water from the three reservoirs to approximately 3,850 acres within LOID’s boundaries, representing 6,240 irrigation water accounts.  Originally, water consumption was monitored by measuring the volume of water in the reservoirs daily.  Forecasts for water consumption are made and watering restrictions are implemented when needed to ensure water throughout the irrigation season.  Water usage was visually monitored during water restrictions to ensure compliance.  This system did not allow patrons to manage their own water allocation to best meet their needs and they had no way to assess their water use. In addition, there is no incentive for patrons to fix underground leaks in the irrigation pipes because users paid a flat fee per year and usage was not metered.  This made the original system inefficient and often ineffective.

LOID’s goal is to provide each point of delivery within their district boundaries with an irrigation meter.  Since 2005, LOID has installed over 2,000 meters at irrigation deliveries to help manage water usage.  It is Reclamation’s intent to award financial assistance in 2012 to LOID to continue with their water metering project. It is estimated this project will produce a water savings of about 48-50 acre-feet per year.

RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT

LOID shall be responsible for installing meters at various point of delivery within their district boundaries.  LOID shall adhere to Federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and codes, as applicable, and shall obtain all required approvals and permits.  As applicable, LOID is responsible for construction inspection, oversight, and acceptance.  LOID will also coordinate and obtain approvals from site owners and operators.

RECLAMATION INVOLVEMENT
No substantial involvement on the part of Reclamation is anticipated for the successful completion of the objectives to be funded by this award.  It is anticipated that Reclamation’s involvement will consist of standard federal stewardship responsibilities such as monitoring project performance, technical assistance at the request of the recipient, etc.  




SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	
Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.


	
In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




Reclamation did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria:

(4) UNIQUE QUALIFICATIONS

Reclamation has determined water conservation efforts on Lewiston Orchards Project lands as a priority in 2012, and LOID is the only irrigation district which operates and maintains Reclamation irrigation facilities and distributes natural flow and stored water from Reclamation reservoirs to Project lands located in Lewiston, Idaho.  

LOID has the ability to provide 50% or more toward the proposed metering project. They have also been doing this work since 2005, and have the technical expertise to complete the work.  



STATUTORY AUTHORITY
 
SEC 9504.  WATER MANAGEMENT IMPROVEMENT

(a) Authorization of Grants and Cooperative Agreements-
         (1) AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY- The Secretary may provide any grant to, or enter into 
        an agreement with, any eligible applicant to assist the eligible applicant in planning, 
        designing, or constructing any improvement--
            (A) to conserve water;
            (B) to increase water use efficiency;
            (C) to facilitate water markets;
            (D) to enhance water management, including increasing the use of renewable energy in the 
                  management and delivery of water;
            (E) to accelerate the adoption and use of advanced water treatment technologies to 
   	     increase water supply;
            (F) to prevent the decline of species that the United States Fish and Wildlife Service and 
  	     National Marine Fisheries Service have proposed for listing under the Endangered Species Act 
                  of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) (or candidate species that are being considered by those 
                 agencies for such listing but are not yet the subject of a proposed rule);
           (G) to accelerate the recovery of threatened species, endangered species, and designated critical 
                  habitats that are adversely affected by Federal reclamation projects or are subject to a recovery 
                  plan or conservation plan under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) 
                 under which the Commissioner of Reclamation has implementation responsibilities; or
           (H) to carry out any other activity—
	(i) to address any climate-related impact to the water supply of the United States 	that 
             increases ecological resiliency to the impacts of climate change; or
	(ii) to prevent any water-related crisis or conflict at any watershed that has a nexus to a 
             Federal reclamation project located in a service area.
       
DEPARTMENTAL MANUAL 255 DM 1

 	1.1.  Delegation.  Subject to the exceptions in Section 1.2, the Commissioner of Reclamation (Commissioner) is delegated the authority of the Assistant Secretary – Water and Science to:
          		A.      Manage, develop, and protect water and related resources, and to design, construct, operate, maintain, and replace water resources development projects and manage the associated lands, as authorized by the Reclamation Act of 1902, June 17, 1902 (ch. 1093; 32 Stat. 388), and all acts amendatory thereof and supplementary thereto; by the Small Reclamation Projects Act of August 6, 1956 (Pub. L. 84-984; 70 Stat. 1044); by the Water Conservation and Utilization Act of August 11, 1939 (Pub. L. 76‑398; 53 Stat. 1418); and by any acts which direct the Secretary to act by and through the Commissioner or the Bureau of Reclamation.

END OF ANNOUNCEMENT
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