
NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD

THIS FUNDING ANNOUNCEMENT IS NOT A REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS.  This announcement is to provide public notice of Reclamation’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	R11AS20017

	Project Title
	San Joaquin River Restoration Program 2010 Invasive Vegetation Monitoring and ManagementWeed Management and San Joaquin Valley Jobs Creation Project

	Recipient
	San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust, Inc.

	Principle Investigator (if applicable)
	
Sharon Weaver

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$2,018,987.00

	Cost Share
	None

	New Award or Continuation?
	New

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	5 17 months

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	Date of Execution through December 31, 20112012	Comment by BOR: This is what Ali Forsythe recommended to me. By the time we get this in place there won’t be enough time to do the work. Their maximum hours estimate can still apply though Dec 31 2012.

	Award Instrument
	Grant

	Statutory Authority
	Public Law 111-11, San Joaquin River Restoration Settlement Act, Title X, Subtitle A, Section 10004(b)(2) of the Omnibus Public Lands Management Act  

	CFDA Number
	15.507

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	
(1) Unsolicited Proposal of Department Manual 505 DM2

	Reclamation Point of Contact
	Margaret Kirkpatrick  mkirkpatrick@usbr.gov 



OVERVIEW

In 2006, the Department of the Interior entered into the San Joaquin River Settlement (Settlement) in Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) et al., v. Kirk Rodgers et al.  The Settlement was subsequently approved by the Court in October 2006 and the San Joaquin River Restoration Settlement Act, Public Law 111-11, authorizes and directs the Secretary of the Interior to implement the Settlement.  The Settlement calls for a combination of channel and structural improvements along the San Joaquin River below Friant Dam, releases of additional water from Friant Dam, the reintroduction of spring and/or fall-run Chinook salmon, and the reduction or avoidance of water supply impacts to the Friant Division long-term contractors that may result from the Settlement’s Interim and Restoration flows.  With the implementation of the Settlement, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) has increased releases from Friant Dam into the San Joaquin River.  These increased releases, termed Interim and Restoration Flows, will be protected for instream and fish and wildlife uses under the California Water Code.

On October 1, 2009, the San Joaquin River Restoration Program (SJRRP) began releasing Interim Flows.  These flows could potentially increase the quantity and distribution of invasive plant species.  Interim Flows rewetted previously dry portions of the San Joaquin River, and may facilitate the spread of invasive vegetation from below Friant Dam to parts of the San Joaquin River further downstream.  The Water Year (WY) 2010 Interim Flows Environmental Assessment (EA) and Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) require Reclamation to monitor and manage invasive vegetation in the San Joaquin River.  The EA and FONSI identify key species with potential to prevent successful SJRRP implementation.  Reclamation has the same requirement to monitor and manage invasive vegetation in the WY 2011 Supplemental Environmental Assessment and FONSI.

This project will implement invasive vegetation monitoring and management activitiesfurther Settlement implementation, consistent with the Invasive Species Monitoring and Management Plan for the Water Year 2010 and Water Year 2011 Interim Flows Projects, in order to prevent invasive vegetation from inhibiting establishment of riparian vegetation which is an important component of SJRRP.

The benefits of the Project include management of invasive vegetation to enhance riparian habitat along the San Joaquin River, which will continue to be an important recreational asset for the public. The Project also provides the benefit of employing local students, agricultural labor, and youth to help address high unemployment in the San Joaquin valley..


RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT

The Recipient is responsible for the following:

1. Identify and prioritize invasive vegetation removal activities and complete all such activities.

2. Establish a science panel to provide technical input and expertise on treatment areas and methods.

3. Hire local youth, agricultural labor, and students to complete invasive vegetation monitoring and management tasks.

4. Conduct outreach efforts to inform stakeholders about monitoring and management activities.


SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION
	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.

	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited  Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




Reclamation did not solicit full and open competition for this award based on the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal.

The San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust, Inc. (Trust) submitted an unsolicited proposal with a unique, innovative approach to hire local labor.  The Trust has had existing invasive vegetation management agreements with the San Joaquin River Conservancy (a State agency).  Reclamation has never funded these activities in the past.  The Trust is in a unique position with past experience and data related in invasive vegetation management in some parts of the Restoration Area.

In 2006, the Department of the Interior entered into the San Joaquin River Settlement (Settlement) in NRDC et al., v. Kirk Rodgers et al.  The Settlement was subsequently approved by the Court in October 2006 and the San Joaquin River Restoration Settlement Act, Public Law 111-11, authorizes and directs the Secretary of the Interior to implement the Settlement.  The Settlement calls for a combination of channel and structural improvements along the San Joaquin River below Friant Dam, releases of additional water from Friant Dam, the reintroduction of spring and/or fall-run Chinook salmon, and the reduction or avoidance of water supply impacts to the Friant Division long-term contractors that may result from the Settlement’s Interim and Restoration flows.

The Trust submitted an unsolicited proposal to monitor and manage invasive vegetation using a consistent Reclamation’s existing environmental commitments, The proposal has a unique and innovative approach to meet Reclamation’s needs by employing local students, youth, and agricultural labor to monitor and manage invasive species.  The Trust approach provides the ancillary benefits of helping to address high unemployment in the San Joaquin Valley, providing a means for the San Joaquin River Restoration Program (SJRRP) to reach out to local communities, and working to achieve the Department of the Interior’s Priority Goal to Hire or Temporarily Engage Individuals Aged 15-25, which is included in Mission Area 5:  Building a 21st Century Department of the Interior (Department of the Interior Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years 2011-16).  The Nature Conservancy (TNC), River Partners (RP), and the Trust share more than 85 years of combined experience in protecting and restoring natural resources in California.  Their successes have been a direct result of their ability to work in Central Valley communities, building coalitions and partnerships with Federal, State and local agencies and stakeholders..



STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The Grant is entered into under the authority of the San Joaquin River Restoration Settlement Act signed into law as Title X, Subtitle A, of the Omnibus Public Lands Bill (P.L. 111-11).  Section 10004(b)(2) of P.L. 111-11 provides the Secretary of the Interior with the authority to enter into contracts, memoranda of understanding, financial assistance agreements, cost sharing agreements, and other appropriate agreements with State, tribal, and local governmental agencies, and with private parties, including agreements related to construction, improvement, and operation and maintenance of facilities.
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