USFWS Southwest Region -- Cooperative Agreement
Request for Proposals

I. Overview Information
Federal Agency Name: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Opportunity Title: Evaluating status of native grasslands for masked bobwhites and other endemic birds in the Sonoran Desert of  Mexico
Opportunity Number: NWRS-R2-MBW
Announcement Type:  Cooperative agreement with the USFWS.
II. Full Text of Announcement
Funding Opportunity Description

Project Background
Recent years show rapid declines in populations of masked bobwhite’s (Colinus virginianus ridgwayi).  Few, if any, birds remain in Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge (BANWR), their sole location within the United States, and numbers continue falling in the one known population within Sonora, Mexico.  Causes include habitat loss directly from cattle and buffle grass (Cenchus ciliaris), while climate warming increases droughts and therefore reduces forage and nesting cover. 
The USF&W along with partners in Sonara, Mexico share a number of goals for the recovery of this species.  These include locating other release sites in the U.S. to reestablish a second population, reintroducing two or more populations in Mexico, and maintaining and increasing the existing populations in Mexico (USFWS 1995). These targets require knowing if habitat or populations of remaining bobwhites exist, their location, their size, land ownership and other spatial, biological and social considerations.  

The subtropical grasslands that formerly occurred in the more mesic portions of the Sonoran Desert in southern Arizona and Sonora, Mexico are extremely endangered ecosystems. . Unadapted to grazing by large herbivores, and requiring periodic fires for their maintenance, these grasslands have been almost entirely replaced by desert scrub or thorn scrub communities when not converted to buffle grass pasture. So pervasive have been these replacements that most of the grassland fauna of these former communities including the white-tailed hawk (Buteo albicaudatus), Rufous-winged sparrow (Aimophila carpalis), and Sonoran green toad (Bufo rentiformis) are now rare species. As above, the principal grassland indicator of these grasslands, the masked bobwhite (Colinus virginianus ridgwayi), may be extinct in the wild. Biologists in the USA and Mexico agree that the persistence of these species hinges on knowing where other populations may endure, and the location and amount of remaining habitat.
Deliverables
This project 1) Aims to uncover location of remaining grasslands within the Sonoran Desert, and 2) which endangered and endemic avian species remain in them.
Specifically:
1.  Determine the potential for relict grassland to remain in the state of Sonora, Mexico. 

2.  Identify potential locations of native grassland.

3.  Map areas that appear to be mostly natural grassland vegetation. 

4.  Visit the most promising areas, determining the extent and quality of those grasslands remaining, and evaluate their potential for harboring grassland endemics birds such as (but not limited to) the masked bobwhite, white-tailed hawk  and five-striped sparrow. 

5.  Identify the locations for which native grasslands contain which endemic birds.
III. Eligibility Information
Eligible Applicants:

Eligible applicants include nonprofit organizations, public and private educational organizations, federal, state, local and tribal governments and organizations, foreign governments, consulting firms, research firms and individual companies. Applicants must have proven experience in the following:

1) Successful wildlife project work within Sonoran Desert ecosystems, especially within Mexico.
2) Demonstrated ability to identify grassland endemic birds of the Sonoran desert.

3) Ability to withstand dangerous environmental conditions including but not limited to extreme heat and venomous animals.

4) Demonstrated ability to conduct bird surveys using a variety of sampling techniques.

5) Demonstrated ability to identify and differentiate different ecosystems of the Sonoran Desert (including plant species). 

6) Authored peer reviewed publications covering grassland birds.

For further information or questions contact the Project Coordinator:
Dr. Grant Harris

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

PO Box 1306

Albuquerque, NM  87103

Phone: 505-248-6817

Fax: 505-248-6874

email: grant_harris@fws.gov

IV. Application and Submission Information
Proposal submission must be completed electronically via email to the contact listed above .  Proposals should be submitted as a single MS Word Document or Adobe PDF and should be accompanied by Standard Form (SF):  SF-424, SF-424a, and SF-424b.
Content and Form of Application

A complete application package will include the following:

1. A project proposal (described below)

2. Standard Form (SF) SF-424, SF-424a, and SF-424b 

Submission Dates and Times:

Proposals must be submitted electronically via email to the Project Coordinator by midnight Mountain Standard Time Monday, August 31, 2009.  
The Government recognizes that some applicants may not have access to email and in those cases, upon contact, the Project Coordinator will inform you of the procedure for submitting a proposal by fax or mail. 

Proposals submitted later than midnight Mountain Standard Time Monday, August 31, 2009 will not be considered for funding.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure receipt of their proposal by the deadline.  The USFWS bears no responsibility for misplaced or mishandled proposals when the applicant did not alert the Project Coordinator to the incoming proposal and method of transmission prior to the submission deadline.
Proposal Format:

A two to four page proposal that must include 1) Methods to address project and obtain deliverables 2) Biographical sketch of primary investigator who will lead this project and identify support staff. Identify representative peer reviewed publications 3) Detailed budget 4) Reference section.  

Review and Selection Process:

The Project Coordinator selects the project based on costs, methods, deliverables and experience of the applicants.
