San Andres National Wildlife Refuge - Fiscal Year 2010-2015
Request for Proposals

I. Overview Information
Federal Agency Name: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Opportunity Title: Prescribed Fire Effects on Vegetation and Small Mammals in Mixed Scrub Grasslands on the SANWR, New Mexico.

Opportunity Number: NWRS-R2-22521-03

Announcement Type:  This is a notice of a Request for Proposals from the San Andres National Wildlife Refuge.

II. Full Text of Announcement
Funding Opportunity Description
This announcement is for US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) San Andres National Wildlife Refuge (SANWR), New Mexico, Region 2, FY 2010-2014.  Our goal is to determine the effects of single and multiple burns on vegetation in lower elevation rangelands in the San Andres Mountains in order to inform long-term vegetation management plans.  Our specific objectives are to: 1) quantify vegetation cover, species composition, and ground cover on similar ecological sites with different burn histories, 2) quantify response of the small mammal community on similar ecological sites with different burn histories, and 3) compare individual and interactive effects of fire frequency and ecological site to evaluate the efficacy of using prescribed fire to meet vegetation and wildlife management goals in lower elevation grasslands on SANWR.  
	Grasslands are ecologically and economically important ecosystems in New Mexico, valued for rangeland, watershed, and wildlife resources.  Sustainable management is a primary goal for land managers and a significant challenge on arid and semiarid rangelands is to manage the vegetation without compromising either economic or ecological integrity. Historic vegetation change on rangelands in the southwestern United States and northern Mexico has been well-documented (Bahre 1991, Buffington and Herbel 1965, Grover and Musick 1990, Hastings and Turner 1965), resulting in a loss of productivity and economic viability (DiTomaso 2001, Masters and Sheley 2001).  Native woody plants such as honey mesquite (Prosopis glandulosa), creosotebush (Larrea tridentata), one-seed juniper (Juniperus monosperma), and broom snakeweed (Gutierrezia sarothrae) have exhibited large-scale increases on New Mexico rangelands in recent history (Buffington and Herbel 1965, McDaniel et al. 1982, Gibbens and Beck 1987, Springfield 1976).  Increased cover of these species is generally associated with a concomitant decrease in herbaceous production (McDaniel at al. 1993, Pieper 1990), spatial redistribution of soil resources (Schlesinger et al. 1990), altered abundance of small mammals (Peters and Gibbens 2006), and altered hydrologic function (Parsons et al. 1992, Reid et al. 1999).  Restoring the ecological integrity and economic contribution of these lands requires management strategies implemented within the context of biotic and abiotic constraints inherent to natural systems.  
Prescribed fire has been used effectively to reduce woody plant dominance in juniper woodlands and mesic grasslands (Knapp et al. 1998, Steuter and McPherson 1995).  The effects of prescribed fire in mesquite-invaded grasslands are varied and less well-understood (Drewa and Havstad 2001, McPherson 1995).  In general, the ecological effects of fire depend on the interaction of site-specific factors (e.g., biotic and abiotic characteristics) and fire-related factors (e.g., characteristics of individual fires and the combined effects of multiple fires over time (Abbott 1998).  Vegetation response to individual fires in desert grasslands is highly variable and strongly influenced by short-term and long-term precipitation following the fire (Drewa and Havstad 2001). Further, small animal response to fire may be positive, negative, or mixed, reflecting their dependence on vegetation structure (Ford and McPherson 1996, Kaufman et al. 1990).  In theory, species diversity is influenced by both the size and rate of disturbance (Miller 1982).  Grassland fires tend to leave a mosaic of unburned patches within the burned area.  Given variability in the behavior of individual fires, and that over time areas affected by different fires tend to overlap, fires can create a mosaic of habitat across a landscape. However, research on the influence of fire frequency on plant and animal communities in desert grasslands is particularly lacking. 


III. Eligibility Information
Eligible Applicants:
Eligible applicants include nonprofit organizations, public and private educational organizations, federal, state, local and tribal governments and organizations, and individual companies.

Cost Sharing or Matching Requirement:
The San Andres National Wildlife Refuge does not require cost sharing or matching funds, but they are strongly encouraged.  Proposals with no match contribution or a contribution with less than 1:1 match are generally less competitive.

San Andres National Wildlife Refuge Funding Priorities:
The San Andres National Wildlife Refuge may award funds to applicants for activities that support the partnership’s mission and objectives.  Funding priorities for fiscal year 2010 will relate to prescribed fire effects on vegetation and small mammals in mixed scrub grasslands in the San Andres Mountains of south-central New Mexico.

You MUST contact the San Andres National Wildlife Refuge Coordinator to discuss current project priorities/needs of the partnership:
	Mara Weisenberger, Wildlife Biologist (USFWS)
	c/o San Andres National Wildlife Refuge 
	5686 Santa Gertrudis Dr.
	Las Cruces, NM  88012
	Phone: 575-382-5047
	Fax: 575-382-5454
	Email: mara_weisenberger@fws.gov

IV. Application and Submission Information
Proposal submission must be completed electronically via email to the contact listed above (i.e., the Wildlife Biologist, San Andres National Wildlife Refuge).  All proposals should be submitted as a single MS Word Document and should be accompanied by Standard Form (SF):  SF-424, SF-424a, and SF-424b.

Content and Form of Application
A complete application package will include the following:
	1. A project proposal (described below)
	2. Standard Form (SF) SF-424, SF-424a, and SF-424b (available at 
		www.grants.gov)
	3. Attachment B (Certifications for Federal Grants and Cooperative Agreements)

Submission Dates and Times:
Proposals must be submitted electronically via email to the Wildlife Biologist, San Andres National Wildlife Refuge (identified under Section III above) by midnight Mountain Daylight Savings Time August 20, 2010.  However, first you MUST contact the Wildlife Biologist to discuss current project priorities/needs of the partnership.

The Government recognizes that some applicants may not have access to email and in those cases the Wildlife Biologist will inform you of the procedure for submitting a proposal by fax or mail. 

Proposals submitted later than midnight Mountain Daylight Savings Time August 20, 2010 will not be considered for funding.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure the Wildlife Biologist receipt of their proposal by the deadline.  The San Andres National Wildlife Refuge bears no responsibility for misplaced or mishandled proposals when the applicant did not alert the Wildlife Biologist to the incoming proposal and method of transmission prior to the submission deadline.

Proposal Format:
You MUST call the Wildlife Biologist (identified under Section III above) to discuss current project priorities/needs of the San Andres National Wildlife Refuge; she will provide the necessary details regarding the proposal format and the submission of additional information, i.e., the standard form (SF) that is required as a face sheet for applications for Federal assistance (SF-424).

Review and Selection Process:
The Wildlife Biologist will describe the process to be followed regarding review and recommendation of project proposals when you call to discuss the current project priorities/needs of the partnership (see under Section III above).

