New Mexico Invasive Species Strike Team Fiscal Year 2010
Request for Proposals

I.  Overview Information
Federal Agency Name:  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Opportunity Title:  New Mexico Invasive Species Mapping and Control Project 2010
Opportunity Number:  NWRS-R2-22520-ST1
Announcement Type:  This is a cooperative agreement opportunity.
II. Full Text of Announcement
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) New Mexico Invasive Species Strike Team (NMISST) is a FWS state-wide program advancing conservation of native species through the control and eradication of non-native or invasive plants and animals.  This Task Agreement will provide interns from diverse backgrounds with hands-on training, skill development and career exploration in the preservation, conservation and restoration of natural resources.  In addition to the conservation training activities, professional development will also be provided in life skills, job readiness skills, leadership, and stewardship of their national wildlife refuges. The program is designed to address refuge-specific invasive species issues through mapping, monitoring, and control.  General oversight is provided by the New Mexico National Wildlife Refuge staff and the NMISST program Coordinator.  Applicants should have all equipment and required certificates to apply herbicides in the state of New Mexico.  Plant species addressed in this task include but are not limited to invasive thistles, perennial pepperweed, and Russian knapweed.  Due to time-sensitive chemical application requirements, schedules are firm once agreed upon by applicant and FWS NMISST.  FWS NMISST will provide all herbicides and surfactants as needed and determine the standards for application rates of chemicals.  The FWS NMISST will award one applicant.  Work will need to begin as early as May 15, 2010 and be completed by July 15, 2010.  

III. Eligibility Information
Eligible Applicants:
Eligible applicants include nonprofit organizations, federal, state, local and tribal governments and organizations, and foreign governments.
Cost Sharing or Matching Requirement:
The FWS does not require cost sharing or matching funds, but they are strongly encouraged.  
NMISST Funding Priorities:
The FWS funding priorities for fiscal year 2010 will include monitoring, mapping and control on an estimated average acreage of 1,000 acres on four of six national wildlife refuges located around New Mexico.  Priority species will include invasive thistles, perennial pepperweed, and Russian knapweed.  This work will occur during the period of May 15 to July 15, 2010 with timing determined by Refuge management and NMISST Program Coordinator.  

Application and Submission Information
Proposal submission must be completed electronically via email to:
Gina Dello Russo
Bosque del Apache NWR
P.O. Box 280
San Antonio, NM 87832
575-835-1828
Gina_dellorusso@fws.gov
 All proposals should be submitted as a single MS Word Document and should be accompanied by Standard Form (SF): SF-424, SF-424a, and SF-424b.
Content and Form of Application
A complete application package will include the following:
1. A project proposal (described below)
2.  Stand Form (SF) SF-424, SF-424a, and SF-424b (available at www.grants.gov)
Submission Dates and Times
Proposals must be submitted electronically via email to the FWS NMISST Coordinator (identified under Section III above) by midnight Mountain Standard Time May 3, 2010.  The Government recognizes that some applicants may not have access to email and in those cases the NMISST Coordinator will inform you of the procedure for submitting a proposal by fax or mail.  Proposals submitted later than midnight Mountain Standard Time May 3, 2010, will not be considered for funding.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure FWS NMISST receipt of their proposal by the deadline.  The FWS NMISST office bears no responsibility for misplaced or mishandled proposals if the applicant did not alert the FWS NMISST Program Coordinator to the incoming proposal and method of transmission prior to the submission deadline.
Proposal Format:
Bids must be submitted for the 1,000 acres each on four refuges.  Price per area will be submitted, total cost for all elements of the job, along with submission of additional information, i.e., the standard form (SF) that is required as a face sheet for application for Federal assistance (SF-424).  Priorities will be determined after award.
Review and Selection Process:
Review based on applicant’s experience with applying herbicide and certification in the state of New Mexico.  

