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NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD

This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.


	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	NPS-NOIPWRP11AC80487

	Project Title
	Youth Group Internships, Southern California

	Recipient
	Los Angeles Conservation Corps

	
	

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$125,000/year

	Cost Share
	Yes

	New Award or Continuation?
	Continuation

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	5 years

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	September  2011 – September 2016

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement

	Statutory Authority
	               16 USC § 1g, 16 USC §1f; 16 USC §1723(c)

	CFDA # and Title
	15.931, Conservation Activities by Youth Service Organizations

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	(4)  UNIQUE QUALIFICATIONS:  The primary mission and purpose of the Los Angeles Conservation Corps is to provide at-risk young adults and school-aged youth with opportunities for success through job skills training, education and work experience with an emphasis on conservation and service projects that benefit the community.  Founded in 1986, the Corps has become a national leader in youth and workforce development and alternative education for inner-city youth/young adults.  The Corps is currently the largest urban conservation corps in the nation with a full-time staff of over 150 employees who serve over 17,000 young people each year.

               

	NPS Point of Contact
	Tekla Vines, Contract Specialist
Pacific West Regional Office
Phone:  (707) 951-4872




OVERVIEW
NAICS Code 238990, All Other Specialty Trade Contractors
The Pacific West Region of the National Park Service (NPS) intends to renew its recently expired 5 year cooperative agreement with the Los Angeles Conservation Corps, which provided for disadvantaged inner city youth to assist Southern California NPS units with resource conservation projects, enabling their growth in the areas of academic education, workforce development, and environmental stewardship.

National Park Service units participating in this cooperative agreement via park specific task agreements may include Cabrillo NM, Channel Islands NP, Death Valley NP, Joshua Tree NP, Manzanar NHS, Mojave National Preserve, Santa Monica Mountains NRA, and others. 

STATEMENT OF JOINT OBJECTIVES/PROJECT MANAGEMENT PLAN

The primary objective of this Cooperative Agreement is to collaborate with the Los Angeles Conservation Corps (the Corps) as an equal partner to work with the NPS in the performance of activities and tasks which support NPS goals to promote and stimulate public purposes such as education, job training, and furthering the understanding and appreciation of natural and cultural resources through the involvement of youth, in the care and enhancement of public resources.

This collaboration provides a conduit for the Corps and the NPS to create education/training opportunities regarding resource conservation and job skills.

RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT

The Corps agrees to provide a youth conservation corps program of public benefit in cooperation with the NPS to introduce young men and women to public service while furthering their understanding and appreciation of the Nation’s natural, historical and cultural resources; recruit and hire youth and young adults primarily from diverse racial and ethnic backgrounds, low and moderate income families, and those unemployed and/or out of school; ensure that Corps members have opportunities for training in resource conservation and vocational skills including occupational safety; allow corps members to participate in environmental education programs developed by the NPS for the Corps and for the public; and provide supervision, transportation, and other support for the Corps crews for each project.




NATIONAL PARK SERVICE INVOLVEMENT

Substantial involvement on the part the National Park Service is anticipated for the successful completion of the objectives to be funded by this award.  In particular, the National Park Service will be responsible for the following:
· Providing a program involving cooperative efforts and substantial involvement in education and in resource conservation related to, but not limited to projects such as trail development and maintenance, historic, cultural, and archeological conservation, and native plant and wildlife habitat restoration and rehabilitation.
· Providing logistical and facility support to the Corps personnel.
· Participating in overall project management and monitoring; providing materials and equipment as available and necessary to perform projects on lands managed by the NPS.
· Providing participatory interpretation and educational programs for the youth accomplishing projects on NPS lands to enhance the environmental, cultural, and historical awareness of participants, and orientation to potential NPS career paths.
SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	
Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.


	
In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




The National Park Service did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria

(4)  UNIQUE QUALIFICATIONS:  The Corps primary mission and purpose is to provide at-risk young adults and school-aged youth with opportunities for success through job skills training, education and work experience with an emphasis on conservation and service projects that benefit the community.  Founded in 1986, the Corps has become a national leader in youth and workforce development and alternative education for inner-city youth/young adults.  The Corps is currently the largest urban conservation corps in the nation with a full-time staff of over 150 employees who serve over 17,000 young people each year.


STATUTORY AUTHORITY

16 U.S.C. § 1g provides that the NPS may enter into cooperative agreements that involve the transfer of NPS appropriated funds to non-profit organizations for the public purpose of carrying out NPS programs pursuant to 31 U.S.C. § 6305.

16 U.S.C. § 1f authorizes the National Park Service to enter into agreements with cooperators for the purpose of sharing costs or services in carrying out authorized functions and responsibilities of the Secretary with respect to any  unit or program of the national park system, any affiliated area or any designated National Scenic or Historic Trail.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]16 U.S.C. § 1723(c) Public Land Corps, authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to enter into contracts and cooperative agreements with any qualified youth or conservation to perform appropriate conservation projects.
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