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NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD

This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	NPS-NOI-NOCA-P12AC10241/001

	Project Title
	North Cascades National Park Additional Project Work 2012/13

	Recipient
	Washington Conservation Corps (WCC)

	Principle Investigator / Program Manager
	
See announcement

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	Modification to existing Task Order +$29,160

	Cost Share
	No

	New Award or Continuation?
	Modification to existing Task Order

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	Approximate 9 months

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	[bookmark: _GoBack]08/30/12 through 09/30/12

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement (task award)

	Statutory Authority
	16 U.S.C. §1g

	CFDA # and Title
	15.931 Conservation Activities Youth Service Organizations

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	 (4) Unique Qualifications 

	NPS Point of Contact
	Barry Fetzer
Contracting Officer
North Cascades National Park
810 State Route 20
Sedro-Woolley, Wa  98284
Office:  360-854-7219




OVERVIEW

Cooperative Agreement (CA) #P11AC80257 was entered into by and between the State of Washington, Department of Ecology, Washington Conservation Corps (WCC) and the U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI), National Park Service (NPS), Pacific West Region. The National Park Service (NPS) and the State of Washington, Department of Ecology, Washington Conservation Corps (WCC) have a mutual interest in accomplishing needed conservation and environmental restoration projects in North Cascades National Park Complex (NOCA) within Washington State.  

This Modification (001) to Task Agreement (TA) # P12AC10241 is issued to complete the following project(s):  WCC will provide a crew of five plus a leader beginning on or about August 30, 2012, or as agreed between WCC and NPS.  Project work will include weed control and bulkhead repair at the Stehekin Landing in Stehekin, Washington.  The work will involve substantial physical labor.  
 
The involvement of young adults in the care and enhancement of public resources stimulates the public purpose of environmental education, development of responsible citizenship and productive community involvement. WCC is uniquely qualified for conservation development programs related to environmental resources.  The mission of WCC is to protect and enhance the environment while developing youths aged 18 – 25 to become an inspiration of individual action within the environmental community.  

The NPS and WCC desire to build upon the good record established by environmental organizations of developing youths and supporting the NPS’s facilities and resources in a cost-effective and efficient manner, especially when they have worked together in partnership with the NPS.  The NPS and WCC also wish to cooperate with one another for their mutual benefit of the people of the United States and future generations to enjoy the natural and cultural resources of the National Park System.

ADDITIONAL OBJECTIVES

To utilize qualified youth or conservation corps to carry out appropriate conservation projects which the Secretary is authorized to carry out under other authority of law on public lands. 

Work cooperatively with the NPS on cultural and natural resource related conservation projects such as trail development and maintenance, minor construction work, and native plant habitat restoration and rehabilitation. 

Promote and stimulate public purposes such as education, job training, development of responsible citizenship, productive community involvement, and further the understanding and appreciation of natural and cultural resources through the involvement of youth and young adults in care and enhancement of public resources. 

Continue the longstanding efforts of the NPS to provide opportunities for public service, youth employment, minority youth development and training, and participation of young adults in accomplishing conservation-related work. 


A.  The NPS/NOCA agrees to:

1. Provide financial assistance as shown in Article V. NPS will also provide all construction materials and specialty tools.

2. Assign an appropriate NPS employee (Agreements Technical Representative (ATR)) to monitor the on-going work, to respond to questions about the nature and goals of the project and act as an on-going liaison among the parties.

3. The ATR will provide site and project orientation and a safety briefing.

4.  The ATR will provide technical specifications and oversight for the project.

5. The ATR will inspect the work to ensure projects are in compliance with NPS requirements. 

B.  WCC agrees to:

1. Recruit and hire young adults (WCC members) who are physically fit enough to accomplish environmental restoration/conservation services during the months of August 2012 through May 2013. 

2. Provide a crew which shall consist of five (5) crew members and one (1) WCC leader.  WCC will provide all basic personal gear for WCC employees and transportation. WCC will coordinate with the NPS to assist in site preparation and construction of the aforementioned projects.  

3. Coordinate project activities, including personnel hiring, processing payroll, travel arrangements, and reimbursements. 

C.  NPS & WCC agree to: 
 
1. Cooperate in the design and implementation of the projects.

2. Undertake pre-project and closeout of task agreements, modifications and final       briefings for each project.


SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	
Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.


	
In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.





The National Park Service will award this task to the Washington Conservation Corps based on the following exception.   
(4) Unique Qualifications - WCC is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon demonstrated factors, specifically, location, technical expertise, capacity, and other unique qualifications as outlined in this document. 
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