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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Sequoia-Kings Canyon National Parks
NOTICE OF INTENT
TO AWARD

RECOVERY ACT

This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service (NPS), intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.
	

ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	NPS-ARRASEKI100029

	Project Title
	RECOVERY – Youth Programs, Sequoia and Kings Canyon NP, Maintain Trails and Trail Structures, SEKI 121063, TAS 14 1035

	Recipient
	American Conservation Experience

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$47,000

	Cost Share
	Per PLC 25% cost share

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	Through September 30, 2010

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	Through September 30, 2010

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement

	Statutory Authority
	16 U.S.C. § 1g; 16 U.S.C. § 1723(c)

	CFDA # and Title
	15.931 CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES BY YOUTH SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	Unique Qualifications – The American Conservation Experience (ACE) is a young adult conservation corps that seeks to provide meaningful outdoor experiences for young people through programs of work and education opportunities.  With a regional base in Santa Cruz, CA the ACE is logistically capable to operate such programs in Northern California and to carry out projects in both remote backcountry, as well as front-country areas.  Their program leaders and staff are familiar with the natural and cultural resources of the region, conservation techniques and methods, work activities applicable to young adult groups and education opportunities afforded by NPS areas.  The ACE has carried out numerous conservation projects at nearby national parks, forests and monuments. As such, the ACE is uniquely suited for cooperative conservation projects in Northern California. ACE has demonstrated experience, productivity and skill in buildings, and maintaining trails such national parks as Grand Canyon, Zion National Park, Walnut Canyon National Monument and Parashant National Monument, etc. 
 

	Point of Contact
	Tekla Vines, Contract Specialist
Pacific West Region, NPS
1111 Jackson St., Ste. 700
Oakland, CA.  94607
Phone: (707) 951-4872
Fax:  (707)  457-3517


OVERVIEW
 NAICS Code 238990, All Other Specialty Trade Contractors

Description:  Perform deferred Cyclic Maintenance work on 12 miles of trails in Sequoia National Park. Project will include cleaning and repairing drainages and waterbars, removing encroaching vegetation along trail edges and performing minor tread maintenance such as berm removal and retreading of trail surfaces. 
STATEMENT OF JOINT OBJECTIVES/PROJECT MANAGEMENT PLAN

 The primary objective of this Task Agreement is to collaborate on site preparation activities necessary to successfully mitigate erosion and degradation of impacted areas of both front-country and backcountry trails.  This collaboration will allow trail maintenance crews to successfully meet goals identified in the environmental assessment of findings of no significant impact for rehabilitation, visitor safety and enjoyment, and public access. 

During the completion of the project the NPS will provide training in the stewardship of public lands and precious resources found therein.  This collaboration provides a conduit for ACE and the NPS to create education/training opportunities regarding resource conservation and job skills.

RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT

 The ACE will provide a skilled labor workforce to complete trail rehabilitation and construction work.  They will coordinate with the NPS to develop a work schedule that provides for completion of project goals that also facilitates educational opportunities.  They will conduct all work activities in a safe manner and in accordance with accepted practice for such activities.  

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE INVOLVEMENT

NPS staff will conduct a general orientation to park operations and the NPS mission. Provide an on-site technical representative to assist with specifics of the projects, and provide financial assistance as indicated in the Task Agreement.
NPS staff will identify up to 12 miles of front and backcountry trails slated for improvement and or rehabilitation work and will ensure all compliance has been completed prior to work beginning.  Park staff will provide technical oversight and work alongside CCC staff on trail projects.
SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




NPS did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria

(4)  Unique Qualifications –  The American Conservation Experience (ACE) is a young adult conservation corps that seeks to provide meaningful outdoor experiences for young people through programs of work and education opportunities.  With a regional base in Santa Cruz, CA the ACE is logistically capable to operate such programs in Northern California and to carry out projects in both remote backcountry, as well as front-country areas.  Their program leaders and staff are familiar with the natural and cultural resources of the region, conservation techniques and methods, work activities applicable to young adult groups and education opportunities afforded by NPS areas.  The ACE has carried out numerous conservation projects at nearby national parks, forests and monuments. As such, the ACE is uniquely suited for cooperative conservation projects in Northern California. ACE has demonstrated experience, productivity and skill in buildings, and maintaining trails such national parks as Grand Canyon, Zion National Park, Walnut Canyon National Monument and Parashant National Monument, etc.
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