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NOTICE OF INTENT
TO AWARD

RECOVERY ACT

This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service (NPS), intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.
	

ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	NPS-ARRAGRBA100316

	Project Title
	RECOVERY ACT - Repair Wheeler Peak Trail to Increase Accessibility, Great Basin National Park, GRBA 101105

	Recipient
	Nevada Conservation Corps 

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$40,368.00

	Cost Share
	N/A

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	6 months

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	May 9, 2010 to August 19, 2010

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement

	Statutory Authority
	16 U.S.C. § 1g;  

	CFDA # and Title
	15.931 CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES BY YOUTH SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS   

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	Unique Qualifications – Nevada Conservation Corps (NCC) has repeatedly demonstrated that they have the relevant experience, staff, and infrastructure to undertake this project.  They have successfully completed many trail maintenance and construction field projects at Great Basin National Park (GRBA) as well as facilitating a NCC/NPS internship for many years at GRBA.  The staff is therefore very familiar with trail operations/standards in the back  

Nevada Conservation Corps also affords corps members outstanding job training opportunities in conservation. NCC crews perform work on projects in natural resource conservation, ecological restoration, public safety issues, and public land beautification throughout the state.  

NCC has a Cooperative Agreement between the NPS, and Great Basin Institute since 2006. The NCC is a federally funded environmental service program established by the State of Nevada and managed by the Institute. It is a non-profit service organization sponsored by the University of Nevada, Reno. The NCC is designed to harness the energy and idealism of young people to meet the needs of the communities and public lands throughout the intermountain western region of the United States. The main goal of the NCC is to promote ecological literacy through direct conservation service utilizing a cadre of corps members comprised of diverse backgrounds, transcending racial, ethnical and economic barriers. NCC provides students and young professionals opportunities to make meaningful contributions toward protecting and conserving natural heritage, while also gaining valuable training and work experience in the natural resource management field. The outreach program seeks to unite current education and conservation agencies with volunteers, creating volunteer opportunities that empower youth in service.


In summary, the NCC has an excellent reputation for producing quality work, for completing projects in a timely manner, and for having a competent staff with which to work.  This reputation is well deserved as demonstrated by their previous work at the Park. They have repeatedly been successful and have delivered quality assistance in a timely manner and exhibited flexibility with agency needs.  Selecting this cooperator was a natural outgrowth of a successful history of positive and mutually beneficial collaborations between the NPS and the NCC.  



	Point of Contact
	Tekla Vines
Pacific West Region

National Park Service

1111 Jackson St., Ste. 700

Oakland, CA. 94607

(707) 951-4872


OVERVIEW

NAICS code 238990 All Other Specialty Trade Contractors   
Description:  The work of this project involves approximately 0.4 miles of the Wheeler Peak Trail, including replacing/repair of approximately 500 linear feet of rubber trail surfacing material on this accessible mountain-forest trail. Other project work will include tread repair, brushing, signage, and repairs to missing sections of trail and the concrete supports on wood boardwalks that traverse the intermittent streams along the trails.
STATEMENT OF JOINT OBJECTIVES/PROJECT MANAGEMENT PLAN

The primary objective of this Agreement is to collaborate on site preparation activities necessary to successfully mitigate continued degradation of trail areas within Great Basin National Park Park.  This collaboration will allow trail improvements and successfully meets goals for visitor safety, enjoyment, and public access. 
During the completion of the project the NPS will provide training in the stewardship of public lands and precious resources found therein.  This collaboration provides a conduit for the NCC and the NPS to create education/training opportunities regarding resource conservation and job skills.
RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT
The NCC will provide a skilled workforce to complete the Wheeler Peak trail rehabilitation and construction work.  They will coordinate a work schedule with the NPS that provides for completion of project goals and also facilitates educational opportunities.  They will conduct all work activities in a safe manner and in accordance with accepted practice for such activities.  NCC shall also provide personal protective equipment unless unique or unusual field or project conditions exist which require specialized equipment.  NCC crews will abide by all applicable rules and policies of the National Park Service and including those specific to Great Basin National Park, applying to conduct in a national park, camping etiquette and after-hours activities.
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE INVOLVEMENT

Through cooperative involvement with NCC, the NPS will create conservation service experiences for young people of varied economic and ethnic backgrounds, thereby creating a diverse pool of skilled candidates for potential future employment by the NPS and other public land management agencies. The NPS will also provide a resource protection training and facilitate work/learn conservation experiences.
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