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NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement Number
	NPS8541110017

	Project Title
	Southern California Research Learning Center, Mediterranean Coast Network Ecosystems

	Recipient
	Mountains Restoration Trust

	Principle Investigator / Program Manager
	Susan Teel
805-370-2300

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	FY2011     $26,680

	Cost Share
	none

	New Award or Continuation?
	New Award

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	Through September 30, 2016

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	Through September 30, 2016

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement

	Statutory Authority
	16 USC §1g

	CFDA # and Title
	---

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	Mountains Restoration Trust, a private non-profit organization, has been established for the purposes of preserving natural communities on public and private lands, protecting resources from degradation, restoring disturbed land to its optimal natural state, and providing volunteer and educational opportunities for the public.
The MRT has a unique combination of experience and knowledge with local natural resources, exotic plants, vegetation, flora, and associated education, outreach, and stewardship programs that is especially suitable to the needs and goals of this project.  MRT project management and technical expertise complements rather than duplicates NPS expertise and will greatly improve the effectiveness of the work to be performed under this task agreement.  MRT is familiar with these projects and project requirements due to past collaborative work on similar projects with NPS.  


	NPS Point of Contact
	Kristina Bliss
Contracting Officer

401 W Hillcrest 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360
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OVERVIEW, RECIPIENT AND NPS SUBSTANTIAL INVOLVEMENT
Overview/Recipient

Mountains Restoration Trust, a private non-profit organization, has been established for the purposes of preserving natural communities on public and private lands, protecting resources from degradation, restoring disturbed land to its optimal natural state, and providing volunteer and educational opportunities for the public.
The MRT has a unique combination of experience and knowledge with local natural resources, exotic plants, vegetation, flora, and associated education, outreach, and stewardship programs that is especially suitable to the needs and goals of this project.  MRT project management and technical expertise complements rather than duplicates NPS expertise and will greatly improve the effectiveness of the work to be performed under this task agreement.  MRT is familiar with these projects and project requirements due to past collaborative work on similar projects with NPS.  
The Southern California Research Learning Center (SCRLC) facilitates and supports scientific and scholarly research in the California Mediterranean Network of national parks: Cabrillo National Monument, Channel Islands National Park, and Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area.  

Programs and projects are designed to support field research and enhance learning experiences in the physical, biological, ecological, social, and cultural sciences. The goal of both the fellowship and intern programs are to provide assistance for students and faculty working to enhance the understanding of the natural and cultural environments of the California Mediterranean Network parks and the interface between human communities and parklands.

Purpose and Administration 

A:  Fellowships:
The SCRLC will award fellowships, internships, or faculty advisory appointment not to exceed $26,680 over the next five years. In future fiscal years the annual amount of funds available for fellowship awards may be increased or decreased. Additional funds may be contributed to the account managed by MRT for the fellowships, internships and faculty advisors by contributions from MRT, Western National Parks Association, the Cabrillo National Monument Foundation, NPS or other entities interested in donating funds toward SCRLC fellowships.

Awards will support student projects that address the parks’ significant natural and/or cultural resources, the experiences of visitors, students and local residents who use the parks, and the people who live in surrounding areas. 

Topics for study include, but are not limited to:

· Mediterranean ecosystem research and monitoring and associated scholarly studies 
· Distance education programming and Sea to Shining Sea LIVE

· Climate Change Ambassador Program
· The effects of urbanization on species and their habitats

· Status, trends in marine ecosystems

· Effects of habitat fragmentation

· Effects of non-native species invasion and restoration actions

· Visitor surveys

· Societal attitudes toward protected areas and NPS management actions

· History of physical and ecological change of the parks

· History of humans and their cultures within the Mediterranean Biome
Substantial Involvement: 


NPS staff and managers will work directly with MRT counterparts on all aspects of the proposed “umbrella agreement.”  Staff of both entities will work together to identify priority projects, develop methods and procedures to complete projects, and cooperate with on-the-ground project implementation. The National Park Service shall advertise the fellowships, internships, and opportunities for academic appointments, review the applicants, select the most qualified candidates, and assign the dollar amount to be distributed to each selectee. MRT will manage and disperse the fellowship funds to the students selected by the SCRLC in the amounts designated by the SCRLC. The NPS and MRT will work together to fund research and education fellowships and internships that provide opportunity for graduate level students to conduct studies in the Network parks while also working to meet research needs of the parks.
SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose; 
(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




The National Park Service did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria:

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications.  
UNIQUE QUALIFICATIONS:  

I. The MRT personnel have specialized experience obtained working with the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area for more than a decade. They are familiar with the complexity of managing a large area with multiple partner organizations, including state parks, private land owners, state conservation district, local parks, and municipalities. This knowledge was gained through the working with NPS and multiple partners over time, thus becoming familiar with of adaptive management practices and issues (action, monitoring, and learning) and is something that the government could not duplicate without prohibitive investment of money and time.
II. The MRT has substantial investment that would have to be duplicated at Government expense by another firm entering the field. Many of the MRT personnel are long-time residents of Southern California who have knowledge of historic conditions, natural and cultural resources, and management partners.  The MRT has worked on research and education activities for many years and therefore has specialized knowledge of the issues the network of parks contents with annually.  This knowledge was gained through the implementation of adaptive management (action, monitoring, and learning) and is something that the government could not duplicate without prohibitive investment of money and time.
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