INSTRUCTIONS TO POTENTIAL PARTNERS

NATIONAL FISH PASSAGE PROGRAM
http://www.fws.gov/fisheries/fwco/fishpassage/
BACKGROUND

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) Fisheries Program’s National Fish Passage Program is a voluntary, non-regulatory conservation assistance program that provides financial and technical assistance to remove or bypass artificial barriers that impede the movement of fish and other aquatic species and contribute to their decline.  The National Fish Passage Program received $11.0 million of operational funds to implement the program in Fiscal Years 2009.  The Service will implement fish passage improvement-based, cost-shared projects to protect, restore, or enhance habitats that support fish and other aquatic species and their populations.  All or a portion of project funds may be transferred to partner organizations through cooperative agreements if the Service lacks the capability to implement a project.
STEP 1

Read and understand the 710 FW 1 Fish Passage Program, available online at http://www.fws.gov/policy/710fw1.html.  To resolve any questions you may have, contact the National or Regional Coordinators of the National Fish Passage Program at http://www.fws.gov/fisheries/fwco/fishpassage/contacts.html
STEP 2

The fish passage improvement projects that are eligible for funding are those that directly remove and/or bypass barriers to fish movement, benefit federal trust species, and those that are ranked highly by the FWS Regional Directors.  To determine if your project is eligible for consideration and funding with National Fish Passage Program funds please contact the Regional Coordinator in your geographic area at http://www.fws.gov/fisheries/fwco/fishpassage/contacts.html. 
STEP 3
Contact Service Fisheries Program staff at Regional or field offices.  A list of field offices and contact information is available online at http://www.fws.gov/fisheries/fwma/offices.htm.  Those offices can enter appropriate fish passage projects into the Fisheries Operational Needs System, a nationwide database that provides a consistent means to identify fisheries operational needs of field stations, including fish passage improvement project needs.

STEP 5
Projects that are highly ranked by the Service’s eight Regions will be implemented through cooperative agreements with partners if the Service lacks the capability to implement the project.
