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FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE






U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT/ETHIOPIA 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
CALL FOR PUBLIC-PRIVATE ALLIANCE PROPOSALS UNDER THE EXISTING FY2008 ANNUAL PROGRAM STATEMENT

APS No: M/OAA/GRO/EGAS – 08 - 108

Issuance Date: July 10, 2008

Closing Date: August 1, 2008

In recognition of the many changes in today’s development assistance environment, and in the context of USAID’s new Global Development Alliance (GDA), USAID/Ethiopia strongly encourages (but does not require) the formation of public-private alliances in the implementation of its programs. By “public-private alliance” USAID/Ethiopia means activities that leverage material and significant non-federal resources offered in their proposals. 

Approximately $250,000 total is set aside for public-private-alliances to support USAID/Ethiopia’s market-led livelihoods and economic growth programming to improve agricultural productivity and watershed management through improved water access.  USAID/Ethiopia encourages submission of concept papers to support public-private alliances. Particular focus should be placed on multi-use water access for production, livestock, and drinking water and sanitation.  The Offeror shall be responsible for identifying potential partners and establishing alliances.

Potential offerors are strongly encouraged to think innovatively and creatively about ways to draw forth significant non-federal resources, be they in-cash or in-kind, and to specifically incorporate how such commitments would be used to increase the project’s impact. Public-private alliances are expected to bring together a coalition of organizations and individuals who will jointly define a problem, situation, and solution, thereby capitalizing on the combined knowledge, skills and expertise of all partners.  Successful proposals will bring at least a 1:1 resource leveraging to focus on priority development activities within USAID’s manageable interest.  However, proposals with greater resource leverage ratios (generally 2:1 or more) are more competitive.  Proposals which involve corporate funding partners will also be seen as more competitive.

For the purpose of the APS submission, USAID/Ethiopia will accept development alliance concept papers containing the items below, including the attachments, where requested, and should not exceed 5 pages in total. All concept papers must be in English and submitted electronically via email.

Cover Page/Introduction

· Name and address of organization

· Type of organization

· Contact Point

· Name of other organizations to whom you are/have submitted the application and/or are funding the proposed activity

· Signature of authorized representative

Technical Information

· Title and objective of proposed activity

· Discussion of object, method of approach, level of effort, anticipated results, and how work contribute to USAID/Ethiopia’s strategic objectives

· Type of support the applicant requests from USAID

Supporting Information

· Proposed cost estimate and brief cost breakdown
· Proposed amount of the applicant’s financial and/or in-kind contribution
· Proposed amount of alliance partners’ financial and/or in-kind contribution
· Proposed duration of activity
· Brief description of applicant and partner’s previous work and experience  
Criteria for Application Review

USAID/Ethiopia’s review will focus on assessing the likelihood that the proposed alliance will be successful in achieving the objectives based on the criteria below.  The factors to be considered include the following:

Primary criteria (in descending order of priority)

1) Fit within USAID/Ethiopia’s strategic objectives: Does the proposed activity align with USAID’s mission or operating unit’s strategic plan and time frame?

2) Feasibility (technical, economic, financial, and social)

a) Does the program have well-defined and achievable objectives?

b) Does the program have the potential to yield significant development results?

c) Does the alliance offer enhanced sustainability and/or local involvement?

3) Value of leveraged resources and/or cost-share

a) Above one-to-one leveraging or cost-share (of cash or quantifiable, project-specific in-kind resources)

b) Demonstrated resource partner commitment: Is there evidence of commitment by the lead partner? Of commitment by other partners? Is there a demonstrated commitment to meet leveraged resource responsibilities?

4) Innovation

5) Cost effectiveness and cost realism

Additional criteria that will be consider are (in descending order of priority)

1) Enhanced sustainability as a function of the alliance

2) Partner Characteristics 

a) Does the alliance bring new actors to the table?

b) Do the potential alliance partners meet ethical standards?

c) Do they have the experience working in partnership with others?

d) Do they have experience working partnership with others?

3) Demonstration effect/scalability

4) Readiness for implementation

5) Development impact on men and women, disaggregated by gender

6) Past performance

7) Integration of vulnerable groups (women, children, people with disabilities, people living with HIV/AIDs, elderly, ethnic minorities, etc.) as appropriate and relevant
NOTE: To the extent that any applications are received for a similar activity in the same mission or operating unit, an application that makes use of highly skilled U.S. volunteers in support of one of the volunteer-based initiatives will be given preference, all other factors being equal.

USAID/Ethiopia will review and manage the award process.  For further information regarding guidelines and procedures for submitting concept papers, please refer to the 2008 Annual Program Statement posted by the USAID Global Development Alliance (GDA) Secretariat.  The APS can be found at the following website: www.usaid.gov/gda.  The USAID/Ethiopia Integrated Strategic Plan: FY 2004 to FY 2008 - Foundation Established For Reducing Famine Vulnerability, Hunger, and Poverty is attached for your convenience.  Applications should be sent to the USAID/Ethiopia Mission, attention:  Cynthia Shartzer cshartzer@usaid.gov, Muluken Chanie mchanie@usaid.gov and Carol Jenkins cjenkins@usaid.gov.
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