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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the Bureau of Land Management’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	

	Project Title
	Modeling Current and Future Distributions of Targeted Species

	Recipient
	Coachella Valley Association of Governments (CVAG)

	Principle Investigator / Program Manager
	Cameron Barrows, Center for Conservation Biology, University of California at Riverside / Katie Barrows, Director of Environmental Resources, Coachella Valley Association of Governments

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$17,000

	Cost Share
	$0

	New Award or Continuation?
	New award

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	5 year

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	1 year

	Award Instrument
	Assistance Agreement

	Statutory Authority
	Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (P.L. 94-579); Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National Monument Act of 2000 (P.L. 106-351)

	CFDA # and Title
	Unique Qualifications

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	The BLM, through the National Landscape Conservation System, solicited research proposals for potential funding. Submitted proposals were reviewed at the Washington Office. NLCS units supporting the selected proposals were provided funding to be awarded to the researcher. The proposal herein addressed was one of the selected projects; hence, $17,000 was provided to the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National Monument for award to the Center for Conservation Biology, University of California at Riverside through the Coachella Valley Association of Governments.

Given the relationship of this proposed project to the research element of the trails management plan, the development of which was closely coordinated between BLM and CVAG, and an existing contract between CVAG and the University of California at Riverside for similar purposes to which the research project herein addressed will be added, no entity other than the recipient can meet the objectives for which these funds have been approved.

	BLM  Point of Contact
	Jim Foote, Monument Manager


OVERVIEW
The Coachella Valley Association of Governments (CVAG), in coordination with the Bureau of Land Management and in concert with the Coachella Valley Association of Governments (CVCC), would implement a trails management plan for the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains. CVAG is a Joint Powers Authority that addresses issues of valley-wide significance. The trails management plan is an element of the Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (MSHCP) and Natural Community Conservation Plan. Trails subject to the trails management plan cross lands managed by multiple jurisdictions, including BLM, various cities of the Coachella Valley, State of California, County of Riverside, and Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians. Tasks associated with implementation of the trails management plan include development of a research program to determine the effects of recreation on Peninsular Ranges bighorn sheep; administration of a mandatory permit program for use of trails, to include installing self-issue permit stations and processing permits; development and installation of interpretive and informational signs regarding trail use and resource values; and development of a public awareness and education program to inform the public about bighorn sheep conservation issues with respect to trail use, as well as restrictions on use, e.g., prohibitions on entry with dogs, seasonal cross-country and camping limitations, and closures to bicycles. 
The proposed project specifically addressed by this agreement is an element of the trails plan’s research program, though broader in scope to support management decisions that, in particular, relate to the endangered Peninsular bighorn sheep in the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains. Specifically, the project will model current and future distributions of targeted species in the greater Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National Monument ecosystem. It includes the creation of a geo-referenced database describing habitat features; the creation of geo-referenced species location databases for targeted species; and development of a niche model and climate change sensitivity analysis for Peninsular bighorn sheep. 
RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT
The recipient (CVAG) of BLM funds will issue a specific contract to the Center for Conservation Biology, University of California at Riverside to conduct the research. Funding is provided by BLM through a grant from the National Landscape Conservation System awarded specifically for the project as proposed by the Center for Conservation Biology. CVAG will manage the contract in coordination with the BLM. 
BLM  INVOLVEMENT

BLM will be substantially involved with CVAG in reviewing project deliverables under CVAG’s contract with the Center for Conservation Biology, University of California at Riverside. Substantial involvement on the part of BLM is anticipated for the successful completion of the objectives to be funded by this award.  
In particular, BLM will be responsible for the following:
Ensuring deliverables as proposed by the Center for Conservation Biology are provided to the BLM, and are consistent with the research proposal.
SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




BLM did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria: 
4. Unique Qualifications. 
Single Source Justification Description:

The BLM, through the National Landscape Conservation System, solicited research proposals for potential funding. Submitted proposals were reviewed at the Washington Office. NLCS units supporting the selected proposals were provided funding to be awarded to the researcher. The proposal herein addressed was one of the selected projects; hence, $17,000 was provided to the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National Monument for award to the Center for Conservation Biology, University of California at Riverside through the Coachella Valley Association of Governments.

Given the relationship of this proposed project to the research element of the trails management plan, the development of which was closely coordinated between BLM and CVAG, and an existing contract between CVAG and the University of California at Riverside for similar purposes to which the research project herein addressed will be added, no entity other than the recipient can meet the objectives for which these funds have been approved.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA), as amended, 43 U.S.C. 1701, P.L. 94-579, Section 307(b) authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to enter into contracts and cooperative agreements for the management, protection, development, and sale of public lands. Section 307(c) of FLPMA authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to accept contributions or donations of money, services, and property for the management, protection, development, acquisition, and conveying of the public lands. The Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National Monument Act of 2000, 16 U.S.C. 431, P.L. 106-351, Section 4(c)(1), authorizes the Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture to enter into cooperative agreements and shared management arrangements for the purposes of management, interpretation, and research and education regarding the resources of the National Monument.
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