   STATEMENT OF PROGRAMMATIC INVOLVEMENT
	FOR A PROPOSED ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT (AA)

1. Title and Description:
     A.  Proposed Name or Title of Project/Program:
	Recovery Act -Utah Statewide Native Plant and Animal Studies


 
B. Description of Project/Program and is this project a requirement of BLM and is a deliverable required?
	The Utah Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has ARRA funding available to work with various entities in its native plant and threatened, endangered, and sensitive (TES) rare plant and animal programs.  A continuing need exists to develop information regarding these species and their habitat on BLM administered public lands in Utah.  Obtaining this data is necessary for proper decision making and to improve the management of native plants and TES species and their habitat.  Several projects are anticipated under this project.  Applications will be accepted from Universities, State government, and nonprofit organizations. If funded, potential studies and activities could include native seed collection, monitoring sage grouse habitat, monitoring and inventorying TES plants and animals and their habitats, development of data bases for threatened and endangered species, scientific studies determining interactions between different plants, animals and their environment, etc.  An emphasis will be placed on those entities that can demonstrate that their project will stimulate the economy by creating new jobs or save existing jobs. 



           C.  Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) number and title?
	15.     15.231 Fish, Wildlife and Plant Conservation Resource Management




2. Legislative Authority that authorizes BLM to enter into this AA:
      	A.  Specific legislative authority for this project/program?
	American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA)

Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA) as amended, 43 U.S.C. Section 1737 (b), P.L. 94-579, that states “Subject to provisions of applicable law the Secretary may enter into contracts and cooperative agreements for the management, protection, development and sale of public lands.

Sikes Act of 1974, (P.L. 93-452) authorizes development and implementation of comprehensive plans in coordination with State Agencies for the conservation and rehabilitation of wildlife and fish (including sensitive species)




    	B.  How does the legislative authority apply?
	The above referenced authorities provide for the management, protection and development of the public lands in Utah. Through the establishment and implementation of cooperative partnerships between the State of Utah, universities, and other nonprofit organizations, the evaluation and monitoring of native plants, TES plant and wildlife populations and habitats, data collection, etc. through a variety of methods and practices will over the long term improve native vegetation cover, vigor and composition, and restore biological diversity to the public lands.  Data obtained for TES species will provide for the recovery of these species.  The ARRA authority will provide the funding, jobs, and personnel to perform the work.




3. Principle Purpose:
     	A.  What is the principle purpose of this proposed project/program, what is the support or stimulation, i.e.
                    how does the public benefit from this project?
	Increased knowledge of native plant and TES resources on the public lands in Utah will provide for improved land management decisions and improve the overall health of the landscape.  Public land users will also benefit from more healthy public lands.  Improved vegetation cover, vigor and composition, collected native seed availability, knowledge of TES interactions, etc. will provide for ecological diversity and stability of the public lands.  Damaged sites will be assisted in their recovery.  Management decisions will be based on sound science.  Resultant water quantity and quality improvement will provide clean water for wildlife, native plants, livestock, and recreation use.  Increased soil stability will reduce the amount and sources of erosion that contribute to the deterioration of water quality and improve the availability of stabile soils. The implementation of these projects will create new jobs and employment opportunities for the American citizens, helping to promote economic stability and individual spending power. 



B..Identify the BLM Performance Measure(s) and number that apply to this project/program     (http://budget.wo.blm.gov/GPRA/performance.htm ).  If a measure is not identified to accurately describe your project please select the one that comes closest and expand on that. 
	Performance Measure number 1.1.07 (Number of acres of inventory, assessment, and monitoring of upland and wetlands. (Bureau Measure).  It is anticipated that at least 250,000 acres will be inventoried and monitored for TES species.   Performance Measure 1.2.05 (Number of acres of habitat restored or enhanced that directly support ESA listed and bureau sensitive species conservation or recovery SP/PART).  It is anticipated that at least 20,000 acres will be accomplished under this performance measure.              




4. Funding:
     	   A.  Estimate the total Federal funding amount to be provided to the recipient during the term of the
                     agreement.
	A two-three year timeframe is planned. $340,000 is available to fund 12 anticipated projects. 



               B.  Is there a requirement for matching funds for this project/program?  If yes, what amount?
	No, there is no requirement for matching funds.  



C. If project is being done as a Single Source you will need to estimate the total commitment by the recipient(s) during the term of the agreement if known.  Recipient commitments could be in the form of cash expenditures for supplies or services, the value of contributed services, etc. Also, estimate third party commitments 
	N/A.



           D.  Estimate the number of awards to recipients/cooperators/partners for this project/program.
	The total number of awards is anticipated to be between eight and 12.



5.  Involvement:
     	A.  Describe the nature of the relationship between the recipient and BLM during performance of the 
                  agreement if known.  Will the BLM be substantially involved, i.e. responsibility for a project
             management, control or directions shared with the recipient or responsibility for project performance. 
	There will be substantive BLM programmatic involvement by providing BLM personnel to work closely with recipient on all projects.  BLM will provide project orientation and hands-on training.  Recipients and BLM will share responsibility for project management, control, and direction although BLM will have the right to intervene by modifying the project management plan, if project is not staying on schedule, technical issues arise, etc.  In addition, BLM and recipient will meet weekly to discuss progress and track project outcomes; review any training needs; and then make a decision what direction to take in finalizing project or move to the next phase.



        B.  Who will be the BLM program office point of contact (POC) before and after award?
	The BLM program leader for this effort will be Ronald Bolander in the Utah State Office.  He will serve as the point of contact before the award.  Individual District and Field Office personnel will serve and project inspectors.




6.          If using Single Source provide the name(s) of potential eligible recipients.
	N/A



7.  Single Source:
      Is the proposed agreement directed to one entity only? Place an X in the appropriate block below.
	Yes    
	No    XXX 



If yes, which of the following criteria apply for justifying award without competition is applicable?
A. Unsolicited  proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method or approach which is not the subject of current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objective.
B. Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity.
C. Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict award to a particular recipient or purpose.
D. Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to performed the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability, if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;
E. Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed. 

Provide justification criteria for noncompetitive federal assistance : 
	N/A.






8.  Provide Fiscal Year Basis, Account Purpose, Grant Location Number, and Object Class to be used for project:   
Ex:  L81200000 XP0000 LXSIFBMT0000 LLMT980100
___________________________________object class 411C__________________________



Program Officer Signature:  Date:   /s/: Ron Bolander        12/16/2009     ____           .

Program Officer Name:  Title: State Lead Botanist                          .


Supervisory Approval of Project:  _Verlin Smith_____________________________
Supervisor shall forward this to the Grants Management Officer through an e-mail.



INSTRUMENT SELECTION DETERMINATION

FINDINGS:

Based on the findings in the Statement of Programmatic Involvement, there is:

1. 	Legislative authority to enter into an assistance agreement;

2. 	There is a public purpose of support or stimulation;

3. 	BLM is transferring something of value; and

4. 	BLM’s involvement is substantial.

5.  Determination and Certification: 
	Based upon the above findings, I have determined that a financial assistance agreement is the appropriate instrument that most accurately reflects the nature of the proposed relationship between the Bureau of Land Management and a recipient.  Final determination will be made on the type of assistance agreement (grant agreement or cooperative agreement) at time of award.  At time of award, if it is determined that the award will be a cooperative agreement, an explicit statement of Federal programmatic involvement will state the nature, character, and extent of the anticipated Federal involvement.  This statement will be included in the official agreement file.

I hereby certify that the above project/program will be announced as a RFA (synopsis and full announcement) in Grants.gov and will follow the procedures as required in the Department of the Interior Manual 505 DM 2, Grants Administration, Procurement Contracts, Grant Agreements and Cooperative Agreements and BLM Instruction Memorandum No. 2006-151, Assistance Agreements.

Requested/Approved By:  _/s/: Maria Gochis___________________12/17/2009________
                                               Grants Management Officer			Date

Approved/Concurrence By:  ___________________________________________________
                                              Procurement Analyst/Chief of the Contracting Office		Date



9.  Washington Office (WO-850) Approval: 
	If Required

Approved:  _________________________________________________________
                    Procurement Analyst (WO-850)				Date


10.   If your project is complex in nature and you would like the Solicitor to review have them sign after the Washington Office Approval.  N/A
