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NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	J9512100052

	Project Title
	Washington Conservation Corps (WCC) maintenance of Olympic National Park roadsides, trails, campgrounds, utilities, and historic landscapes

	Recipient
	Washington State Department of Ecology WA Conservation Corps

	Principal Investigator / Program Manager
	Nick Mott, Project Coordinator
Washington Conservation Corps

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	Not to exceed $150,000.00

	Cost Share
	Required

	New Award or Continuation?
	New

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	12 months

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	September 16, 2010 – September 16, 2011

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement

	Statutory Authority
	16 U.S.C. Para.1g, provides that the NPS may enter cooperative agreements that involve the transfer of NPS-appropriated funds to non-profit organizations for the public purpose of carrying out NPS programs pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 630.



	CFDA # and Title
	15.931 Conservation Activities by Youth Service Organizations


	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	(4) Unique Qualifications

	NPS Point of Contact
	Jeff Doryland, Facilities Operations Specialist
Tel:  360-565-3151


OVERVIEW
WCC and the NPS have a mutual interest in accomplishing needed conservation and environmental restoration projects in park units within Washington State.  The involvement of young adults in the care and enhancement of public resources stimulates the public purpose of environmental education, development of responsible citizenship and productive community involvement.

RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT
WCC will:

1.  Develop a youth conservation program of public benefit in cooperation 
with the NPS to expose young adults to public service while furthering their understanding and appreciation of the Nation's natural and cultural resources.  

2.  Recruit and hire young adults (WCC corps members) to accomplish environmental restoration/conservation services.  These corps members will be employees of WCC who will be responsible for payroll, payroll taxes and work compensation liability.

3.  Coordinate with the NPS to ensure that corps members have opportunities for training in resource conservation and vocational skills including occupational safety.

4.  Provide supervision, transportation, tools and other support for WCC crews.

5.  Coordinate project activities, including personnel hiring, processing payroll, travel arrangements and reimbursements. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE INVOLVEMENT
Substantial involvement on the part the National Park Service is anticipated for the successful completion of the objectives to be funded by this award.  In particular, the National Park Service will be responsible for the following:

The NPS/PWR will:
1. Provide financial assistance.

2. Work with WCC in developing a program involving cooperative efforts 
in accomplishing environmental restoration projects.

3. Perform all required cultural and natural resource compliance work prior to permitting the WCC interns to begin work on a project.

4. Provide logistical and facility support to WCC personnel.  Participate with WCC in overall project management and monitoring; provide materials, transportation, and equipment as available and necessary to perform the environmental restoration projects.

5. Assign an appropriate NPS employee to monitor the on-going work, to respond to questions about the nature and goals of the project and act as an on-going liaison among the parties.

6. In collaboration with WCC, provide interpretation and education programs for the WCC interns to enhance their environmental awareness.

7.  In conjunction with WCC, review and approve each phase of each project prior to commencement of subsequent phases.

8.  Complete WCC project-related forms in conjunction with each project.

SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




The National Park Service  did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria:

(4) Unique Qualifications

Single Source Justification Description:

The U.S. Department of Interior, National Park Service, Olympic National Park (NPS), intends to make a single source award to the State of Washington, Washington Conservation Corps (WCC), P.O. Box 47600, Olympia, Washington 98504.  This is a noncompetitive award in accordance with Department of Interior Policy, Departmental Manual 505 DM 2 based upon Unique Qualifications. Through youth programs, the National Park Service has unique opportunities to help young Americans understand the importance of protecting and preserving the cultural and natural resources protected within the national park system. In addition, by reaching out to young people from different social and economic backgrounds, the NPS provides special opportunities for young Americans who might not otherwise have the chance to visit or work in a park.  Additionally, the NPS provides training opportunities to youth that will allow them to gain job skills and experience while teaching preservation values. 

Olympic National Park wishes to provide economic stimulus to local communities.  The WCC is a Washington State organization, primarily employing local young adults, ages 18-25.  The WCC’s mission, “to conserve and enhance the natural resources of Washington and to help young adults enrich themselves by providing a meaningful work and service experience,” is compatible with the NPS mission and Olympic National Park programs.

 The WCC is uniquely qualified to perform the project work based upon location, cost sharing ability, and technical expertise. The WCC provides cost sharing via AmeriCorps grants for annual and six month crew agreements. The crews, comprised of five laborers and a leader, are provided with their own transportation and tools. The WCC’s fifteen year history of cooperation with Olympic National Park, in conjunction with the local nature of the organization, cost sharing ability, level of crew preparedness and technical expertise qualify them uniquely for cooperation with Olympic National Park. 

This funding announcement is not a request for applications. This announcement is to provide public notice of the National Park Service’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY
16 U.S.C. Para.1g, provides that the NPS may enter cooperative agreements that involve the transfer of NPS-appropriated funds to non-profit organizations for the public purpose of carrying out NPS programs pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 630.
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