Funding Opportunity Description
I. Description of Funding Opportunity 
The Western Ecological Research Center, U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) is offering a funding opportunity to a partner of the Cooperative Ecosystems Studies Unit (CESU) Program.  The project is titled “Ecology and Conservation of Grouse in Nevada” This USGS-funded project will coordinate closely with two projects sponsored by the Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) and others titled “Evaluating Columbian Sharp-tailed Grouse (Tympanuchus phasianellus columbianus) Reintroduction Efforts in Northeastern Nevada”  and “Sage-Grouse Habitat Utilization and Population Characteristics in the Virginia Mountains of Western Nevada”.  
Columbian sharp-tailed grouse, hereafter referred to as CSTG, inhabited northern Nevada and were described as abundant in the intermountain west and Elko County.   Populations of CSTG have decreased considerably in distribution and in number and now occupy less than 10% of their historic range. Large portions of the northern Independence and Bull Run Mountains in Elko County, NV offer suitable habitat and are within the historic range of the species. Over the past 20 years, habitat has greatly improved within this historic range. Wildlife managers commonly reintroduce animals into historic ranges to restore populations that have suffered a loss of distribution and abundance.


The short-term primary objective of this project is to reestablish a viable population of Columbian sharp-tailed grouse in an area that was part of the species’ historic range prior to its extirpation from Nevada by the mid-20th century. The source populations include southeastern Idaho and northern Utah. This objective will entail translocating approximately 250 CSTG within two different release sites over a five year period with the hopes of establishing a self-sustaining population of CSTG that offers the potential for future connectivity with populations in southern Idaho.  Other short-term objectives (2-3 years) of this project include: 1) estimating differences in vital rates between sharp-tailed grouse translocated to both release areas and comparing those to the source populations, 2) estimate differences in movement patterns between grouse translocated to both populations and those from the source, and 3) calculate resource selection functions of translocated grouse. The first long-term objective (5 years) is to refine the estimated vital rate and movement parameters and identifying potential areas using selection model parameters for population expansion. The purpose of this objective is aimed at connecting multiple populations and establishing a metapopulation structure within their historic range. Another long-term objective consists of conducting a sensitivity and elasticity analysis of the population vital rates to predict population viability with and without ongoing translocation. Our translocations efforts will follow the recommendations established within the Guidelines for the Management of Columbian Sharp-tailed Grouse Population and Their Habitats.  

In addition to the objectives for CSTG, this cooperative agreement will also address ongoing research associated with understanding the effects of renewable energy infrastructure on Greater Sage-Grouse (GSG) populations in Nevada.  The major objectives of this effort include the following:
1) Identify habitat during the reproductive life-stages of female grouse using multi-scale analysis (measurements from field and Geographical Information Systems); 2) Estimate nest and brood survival rates in relation to selected vegetation parameters at multiple spatial scales and predator abundance. Extensive predator surveys will be conducted to develop a predator abundance index by species for each nest; 3) Identify predators using continuous digital video recorders with miniature cameras. Unambiguous identification of predators is important to fully understand interactions between the predator community and habitat characteristics; 4) Identify the direct and indirect effects of the transmission lines and other energy related infrastructure on selection of areas for nesting and brood-rearing and on population vital rates; 5) Identify seasonal home-ranges and movement patterns by sex and age. We will distinguish between habitat types utilized during different life-stages. Furthermore, understanding areas used for late-fall and wintering will contribute to an understanding of sexual segregation and identify important feeding areas for congregated broods before departure to wintering grounds; 6) Estimate seasonal and annual survival rates by sex and age.
II. Award Information

It is anticipated that multiple awards will be made with one base year and four renewal years.   The total estimated funding for this project is $350,000.  Funding in the amount of $40,000 is available for FY 2012.  Additional funding will be based upon satisfactory progress and the availability of funding. The period of performance for this agreement is July 31, 2012 to
 July 30, 2017.  The total project period is 5 years.  

III.   Applicant Eligibility

This financial assistance opportunity is being issued under a Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit (CESU) Program.  CESU’s are partnerships that provide research, technical assistance, and education.  Eligible recipients must be a participating partner of the Great Basin Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit (CESU) Program.  

IV.  Application and Submission Information
  Apply electronically through grants.gov.  Questions are to be directed to Faith Graves: 
fgraves@usgs.gov


Content and Form of Application: 

1. Recipient’s Name

2. Principal Investigator (individual who will oversee the cooperative agreement) including address, phone number, fax number, and email address

3. Technical contact (Staff member(s) who will administer the cooperative agreement) including address, phone number, fax number, and email address

4. List laboratories, field equipment, and facilities available for project work. 

5. Experience of staff to conduct the stated work objectives of the project. 

  Proposal Text - The text should be no longer than 15 pages, with 1-inch margins and a 
font   

  size no smaller than 12.  Please include the following:


b. Proposal text should include the following

a.
Introduction and Statement of Problem.  Give a brief introduction to the research problem.  Provide a brief summary of findings or outcomes of any prior work that has been completed or is ongoing in this area

b.
Objectives.  Clearly define goals of project.  State how the proposal addresses USGS goals and its relevance and impact.  Explain why the work is important. 
c.
Methods.  This section should include a fairly detailed discussion of the work plan and technical approach to both field and laboratory techniques.  
d.
Planned Products and Dissemination of Research Results List product(s) (reports, analyses, digital data, etc.) that will be delivered at the end of the performance period.  The USGS considers dissemination of research data and results to potential users of those results to be an integral and crucial aspect of projects funded by this program.  Beyond the requirements for a final report, describe your plan for dissemination of project data and results that will result in the greatest possible benefit to customers as defined by your proposal.  Applicants are strongly encouraged to disseminate research results to the scientific community and appropriate professional organizations; local, State, regional and Federal agencies; and the general public.  The USGS encourages the Recipient to publish project reports in scientific and technical journals.

e.
References Cited.  List all references to which you refer in text and references from your past work in the field that the research problem addresses.  Be sure to identify references as journal articles, chapters in books, abstracts, maps, digital data, etc.

Budget Sheets - This information will provide more details than what is required under the SF 424A form.  Please include the following:

a.
Salaries and Wages.  List names, positions, and rate of compensation. include their total time, rate of compensation, job titles, and roles.

b.
Fringe benefits/labor overhead.  Indicate the rates/amounts in conformance with normal accounting procedures.  Explain what costs are covered in this category and the basis of the rate computations.  

c.
Field Expenses.  Briefly itemize the estimated travel costs (i.e., number of people, number of travel days, lodging and transportation costs, and other travel costs).

d.
Lab Analyses.  Include geochemical analyses, radiocarbon age dating, etc.  Briefly itemize cost of all analytical work (if applicable)

e.
Supplies.  Enter the cost for all tangible property. Include the cost of office, laboratory, computing, and field supplies separately. Provide detail on any specific item, which represents a significant portion of the proposed amount.

f.
Equipment. Show the cost of all special-purpose equipment necessary for achieving the objectives of the project. "Special-purpose equipment" means scientific equipment having a useful life of more than 1 year and having an acquisition cost of $5,000 or more per item.  Each item should be itemized and include a full justification and a dealer or manufacturer quote, if available. General-purpose equipment must be purchased from the applicant's operating funds. Title to non-expendable personal property shall be vested solely with the Recipient. Under no circumstances shall property title be vested in a sub-tier recipient.

g.
Services or consultants. Identify the tasks or problems for which such services would be used.  List the contemplated sub-recipients by name (including consultants), the estimated amount of time required, and the quoted rate per day or hour.  

h.
Travel.  State the purpose of the trip and itemize the estimated travel costs to show the number of trips required, the destinations, the number of people traveling, the per diem rates, the cost of transportation, and any miscellaneous expenses for each trip. Calculations of other special transportation costs (such as charges for use of applicant-owned vehicles or vehicle rental costs) should also be shown.

i.
Publication costs.  Show the estimated cost of publishing the results of the research, including the final report.  Include costs of drafting or graphics, reproduction, page or illustration charges, and a minimum number of reprints.  

j.
Other direct costs.  Itemize the different types of costs not included elsewhere; such as, shipping, computing, equipment-use charges, or other services.

k.
Total Direct Charges.  Totals for items a - j.

l.
Indirect Charges (Overhead).  Indirect cost/general and administrative (G&A) cost.  Show the proposed rate, cost base, and proposed amount for indirect costs based on the cost principles applicable to the Applicant's organization.  If the Applicant has separate rates for recovery of labor overhead and G&A costs, each charge should be shown.

m.
Amount proposed. Total items k and l.
V.  Application Review
Review and Selection Process:  Applications are considered based on the completeness of documentation, meeting of stated basic eligibility, and other category requirements. Specific evaluation factors are identified in the proposal narrative. Budget information is evaluated for reasonableness and appropriateness to the applicant’s project goals. 

Proposals are reviewed by the U.S. Geological Survey technical personnel.  Individual proposals are evaluated and scored.  The evaluations and scores will be submitted to the contracting officer for final award

1) How well does proposal demonstrate knowledge of grouse ecology and sagebrush ecosystem and their current conservation issues (potential 10 points).

2) How well does proposal demonstrate knowledge of avian incubation patterns related to habitats, weather, and predators (potential 10 points).
3) How well does proposal demonstrate knowledge of translocation techniques for CSTG (10 points)
4) How well does proposal demonstrate knowledge of anthropogenic factors that are currently affecting raven populations (potential 30 points).

5) How well does proposal demonstrate ability to monitor wildlife using surveys, radio-telemetry and videography (potential 20 points).

6) How well does proposal demonstrate ability to conduct GIS analyses using programs ArcGIS and R (potential 5 points).

7) How well does proposal demonstrate ability to conduct hierarchical modeling and inference in sagebrush ecosystems using programs SAS and R (potential 5 points).

8) How well does proposal demonstrate ability to produce products including peer reviewed literature on wildlife management, human-wildlife conflicts, and avian behavior (potential 10 points).

VI.  Award Administration Information


Award recipients are responsible for managing the day-to-day operations of the grant/cooperative agreements and sub-award supported activities to assure compliance with applicable Federal requirements, and that performance goals are being achieved.  Recipient monitoring must cover each program, function or activity.

1.  Progress Reports


a. The recipient shall submit two copies of each progress report to the USGS Project 
Officer and one copy of the transmittal letter to the Grant Administrator.  Annual 
progress reports shall be submitted to the designated office no later than 90 days after the 
close of the period covered by the report.


b. The annual progress reports shall include the following information:

(i) A quantitative description of activities and overall progress in response to the performance metrics.  

(ii) An indication of any current problems which may impede performance.

(iii) An outline of the anticipated activities and adjustments to the program during the next reporting period.

(iv) A summary of expenditures incurred during the year, and any unspent balance of funds.


c. Between the required reporting dates, events may occur which have significant impact 
upon the project or program.  In such cases, the recipient shall inform the USGS as soon 
as the following types of conditions become known:
(i) Problems, delays, or adverse conditions which will materially affect the ability to attain program objectives, prevent the meeting of time schedules and goals, or preclude the attainment of project work.  This disclosure shall be accompanied by a statement of the action taken or contemplated, and any Federal assistance needed to resolve the situation.

(ii) Favorable developments or events which enable meeting time schedules and goals sooner than anticipated or producing more work units than originally projected.


2. Final Technical Report 


a. The recipient shall submit two copies of the final technical report to the USGS Project Officer  and one copy of the transmittal letter to the Grant Administrator to the address shown in Section E.1 of agreement.

b. The final technical report shall document and summarize the results of the committee’s 
work.  Such reports shall include a quantitative description of activities and overall 
progress in response to the performance metrics which documents and summarizes the results of the entire grant.  The final report shall include tables, graphs, diagrams, sketches, etc., as required to explain the results achieved under the grant. The report shall also include recommendations and conclusions based upon both the experience and the 
results obtained. The final report shall be submitted within 90 days of the end of the project period.


3.   Cash Management and Financial Reporting Requirements

1.  Annual Financial Reports.


The recipient will submit annual STANDARD FORM 425, FEDERAL FINANCIAL 
REPORT(S) for each individual USGS award.  The SF 425 is available at - 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/grants_forms.  The SF 425 will be due ninety (90) 
calendar days after the grant year (i.e., 12 months after the approved effective date of 
the grant agreement and every 12 months thereafter until the expiration date of the grant 
agreement).  USGS acknowledges that this annual reporting schedule may not always 
correspond with a specific budget period.  The SF 425 must be submitted electronically 
through the FedConnect Message Center (www.fedconnect.net).  If after 90 days, 
recipient has not submitted a report, the recipient’s account in ASAP 
will be placed in a 
manual review status until the report is submitted.

2.  Final Financial Report.


a.  The recipient will liquidate all obligations incurred under the award and submit 
a final STANDARD FORM 425, FEDERAL FINANCIAL REPORT through 
FedConnect (www.fedconnect.net) no later than 90 calendar days after the 
grant/cooperative agreement completion date.  The SF 425 is available at – 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/grants_forms.  Recipient will promptly return 
any unexpended federal cash advances or will complete a final draw from 
ASAP to 
obtain any remaining amounts due.  Once 120 days has passed since the grant/agreement 
completion date, the ASAP subaccount for this award may be closed by USGS at 
any 
time.


b.  Subsequent revision to the final SF 425 will be considered only as follows - 

(i) When the revision results in a balance due to the Government, the recipient must submit a revised final Federal Financial Report (SF 425) and refund the excess payment whenever the overcharge is discovered, no matter how long the lapse of time since the original due date of the report. 

(ii) When the revision represents additional reimbursable costs claimed by the recipient, a revised final SF 425 may be submitted to the Contracting Officer with an explanation.   If approved, the USGS will either request and pay a final invoice or reestablish the ASAP subaccount to permit the recipient to make a revised final draw.  Any revised final report representing additional reimbursable amounts must be submitted no later than 1 year from the due date of the original report, i.e., 15 months following the agreement completion date. USGS will not accept any revised SF 425 covering additional expenditures after that date and will return any late request for additional payment to the recipient.

3.
Central Contractor Registration and Universal Identifier Requirements (2 
CFR Part 25)
A. Requirement for Central Contractor Registration (CCR)

Unless you are exempted from this requirement under 2 CFR 25.110, you as the recipient must maintain the currency of your information in the CCR until you submit the final financial report required under this award or receive the final payment, whichever is later. This requires that you review and update the information at least annually after the initial registration, and more frequently if required by changes in your information or another award term.

B. Requirement for Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) Numbers
If you are authorized to make subawards under this award, you:
1. Must notify potential subrecipients that no entity (see definition in paragraph C of this award term) may receive a subaward from you unless the entity has provided its DUNS number to you.
2. May not make a subaward to an entity unless the entity has provided its DUNS number to you.
C. Definitions

For purposes of this award term:
1. Central Contractor Registration (CCR) means the Federal repository into which an entity must provide information required for the conduct of business as a recipient. Additional information about registration procedures may be found at the CCR Internet site (currently at http://www.ccr.gov).
2. Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number means the nine-digit number
established and assigned by Dun and Bradstreet, Inc. (D&B) to uniquely identify business entities. A DUNS number may be obtained from D&B by telephone (currently 866–705–5711) or the Internet (currently http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform).

3. Entity, as it is used in this award term, means all of the following, as defined at 2

CFR part 25, subpart C:

a. A Governmental organization, which is State, local government, or Indian Tribe;

b. A foreign public entity;

c. A domestic or foreign nonprofit organization;

d. A domestic or foreign for-profit organization; and

e. A Federal agency, but only as a subrecipient under an award or subaward to

a non-Federal entity.

4.  Subaward:
a. This term means a legal instrument to provide support for the performance of any portion of the substantive project or program for which you received this award and that you as the recipient award to an eligible subrecipient.

b. The term does not include your procurement of property and services needed to carry out the project or program (for further explanation, see Sec. ll.210 of the attachment to OMB Circular A–133, ‘‘Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations’’).

c. A subaward may be provided through any legal agreement, including an agreement that you consider a contract.

5.  Subrecipient means an entity that:

a. Receives a subaward from you under this award; and

b. Is accountable to you for the use of the Federal funds provided by the subaward.

IV. Agency Contacts
A. Grants.gov

Technical questions concerning the application process at Grants.gov:

Grants.gov Help Desk at:

Phone:  1-800-518-GRANTS

E-mail: support@grants.gov
B. Program Announcement

Applicants are strongly urged to submit questions via e-mail to:

Ms. Faith Graves, Contract Specialist

U.S. Geological Survey

Acquisitions and Grants Branch

12201 Sunrise Valley Drive, MS 205

Reston, VA  20192

Phone:  (703) 648-7356

E-mail: fgraves@usgs.gov
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