I. Description of Funding Opportunity 
The USGS is offering a funding opportunity entitled, “Research and Data collection to understand the availability of protected areas data in the United States and analyses regarding their coverage and management intent.” This project has both policy research and data development and management components. The general purpose is to participate in a cooperative research and data collection effort. The recipients will work with multi-disciplinary colleagues to investigate the strengths and weaknesses of the existing data framework on documenting protected areas in the US. The process should be reviewed in light of contemporary social and organizational conceptions of the role of “biodiversity” in conservation and land management. This information should guide the data development and management aspect of the project, which is to update the existing Protected Areas Database of the US (PAD-US), a cooperative project sponsored by the USGS.
The primary use of PAD-US is to facilitate landscape (e.g. state, watershed, regional and national) assessments of the conservation status of native vertebrate species and natural land cover types and to facilitate the application of this information to land management activities. The PAD-US geodatabase is required to organize and assess the status (i.e. land ownership and ‘protection status codes”) of protected areas for biodiversity protection. The PAD-US geodatabase is built to support landscape analyses by describing all protected areas to illustrate patterns and possible relationships with other factors (e.g. urban areas, migration corridors) across the landscape. Characteristics of protected areas such as land owner, name, location, size and a measure of biodiversity management intent are compiled and standardized. The current objective is to refine the PAD-US standard to facilitate more efficient sharing of authoritative protected areas data between agencies and organizations that ultimately results in a comprehensive and accurate inventory of protected areas for the United States to meet a variety of needs (e.g. conservation, recreation or energy planning, ecological or watershed assessments).   The primary objectives are:
· Assist in the organization, and participate in national workshops to obtain expert opinion and feedback on the extent to which existing protected areas data resources are influential in policy and decision making.

· Develop recommendations on the future management of the PAD-US project

· Research and document the currency of existing state and federal data in PAD-US 1.3.

· Cooperate with the USGS to determine highest priority analytical needs related to the PAD-US database.  Organize and implement analysis.

· Collect updated data from sources where available and develop PAD-US 1.4. See http://gapanalysis.usgs.gov/padus/data/ for detailed information to understand the data requirements. Data collected should include:

· Geographic boundaries of public land ownership (primarily federal and state, local government data is incorporated with increasing frequency) and voluntarily provided private conservation lands (e.g., Nature Conservancy Preserves or land trust easements) from authoritative data sources; 

· Standardized and original land owner, land manager, management designation and parcel name descriptions, areas and the source of geographic information of each mapped land unit; 

· Status Code – conservation measure of each parcel based on protection level categories that provide a measure of management intent for the long-term protection of biodiversity. 

· IUCN category – a globally inter operable conservation measure required for a protected area’s inclusion into UNEP-World Conservation Monitoring Centre’s (WCMC) World Database for Protected Areas (WDPA) 

· Reference information – aggregator source and original GIS source and dates 

II. Award Information

In FY2012, a total of not to exceed $275,000 is available for funding.  One award is anticipated.  The project will be funded for one year from the point of award.  Project work should start by about Oct. 1, 2012 and should be completed by about
 Sept. 30, 2013. 

III. Applicant Eligibility


This financial assistance opportunity is being issued under a Cooperative Ecosystem 
Studies Unit (CESU) Program.  CESU’s are partnerships that provide research, technical 
assistance, and education.  Eligible recipients must be a participating partner of the 
Great Basin (CESU) Program.  

IV. Application and Submission Information


Apply electronically through grants.gov.  Questions are to be directed to Faith Graves: 
fgraves@usgs.gov


Content and Form of Application: 

1. Recipient’s Name

2. Principal Investigator (individual who will oversee the cooperative agreement) including address, phone number, fax number, and email address

3. Technical contact (Staff member(s) who will administer the cooperative agreement) including address, phone number, fax number, and email address

4. List laboratories, field equipment, and facilities available for project work. 

5. Experience of staff to conduct the stated work objectives of the project. 

  Proposal Text - The text should be no longer than 15 pages, with 1-inch margins and a 
font   

  size no smaller than 12.  Please include the following:


b. Proposal text should include the following

a.
Introduction and Statement of Problem.  Give a brief introduction to the research problem.  Provide a brief summary of findings or outcomes of any prior work that has been completed or is ongoing in this area

b.
Objectives.  Clearly define goals of project.  State how the proposal addresses USGS goals and its relevance and impact.  Explain why the work is important. 
c.
Methods.  This section should include a fairly detailed discussion of the work plan and technical approach to both field and laboratory techniques.  

d.
Planned Products and Dissemination of Research Results List product(s) (reports, analyses, digital data, etc.) that will be delivered at the end of the performance period.  The USGS considers dissemination of research data and results to potential users of those results to be an integral and crucial aspect of projects funded by this program.  Beyond the requirements for a final report, describe your plan for dissemination of project data and results that will result in the greatest possible benefit to customers as defined by your proposal.  Applicants are strongly encouraged to disseminate research results to the scientific community and appropriate professional organizations; local, State, regional and Federal agencies; and the general public.  The USGS encourages the Recipient to publish project reports in scientific and technical journals.

e.
References Cited.  List all references to which you refer in text and references from your past work in the field that the research problem addresses.  Be sure to identify references as journal articles, chapters in books, abstracts, maps, digital data, etc.

Budget Sheets - This information will provide more details than what is required under the SF 424A form.  Please include the following:

a.
Salaries and Wages.  List names, positions, and rate of compensation. include their total time, rate of compensation, job titles, and roles.

b.
Fringe benefits/labor overhead.  Indicate the rates/amounts in conformance with normal accounting procedures.  Explain what costs are covered in this category and the basis of the rate computations.  

c.
Field Expenses.  Briefly itemize the estimated travel costs (i.e., number of people, number of travel days, lodging and transportation costs, and other travel costs).

d.
Lab Analyses.  Include geochemical analyses, radiocarbon age dating, etc.  Briefly itemize cost of all analytical work (if applicable)

e.
Supplies.  Enter the cost for all tangible property. Include the cost of office, laboratory, computing, and field supplies separately. Provide detail on any specific item, which represents a significant portion of the proposed amount.

f.
Equipment. Show the cost of all special-purpose equipment necessary for achieving the objectives of the project. "Special-purpose equipment" means scientific equipment having a useful life of more than 1 year and having an acquisition cost of $5,000 or more per item.  Each item should be itemized and include a full justification and a dealer or manufacturer quote, if available. General-purpose equipment must be purchased from the applicant's operating funds. Title to non-expendable personal property shall be vested solely with the Recipient. Under no circumstances shall property title be vested in a sub-tier recipient.

g.
Services or consultants. Identify the tasks or problems for which such services would be used.  List the contemplated sub-recipients by name (including consultants), the estimated amount of time required, and the quoted rate per day or hour.  

h.
Travel.  State the purpose of the trip and itemize the estimated travel costs to show the number of trips required, the destinations, the number of people traveling, the per diem rates, the cost of transportation, and any miscellaneous expenses for each trip. Calculations of other special transportation costs (such as charges for use of applicant-owned vehicles or vehicle rental costs) should also be shown.

i.
Publication costs.  Show the estimated cost of publishing the results of the research, including the final report.  Include costs of drafting or graphics, reproduction, page or illustration charges, and a minimum number of reprints.  

j.
Other direct costs.  Itemize the different types of costs not included elsewhere; such as, shipping, computing, equipment-use charges, or other services.

k.
Total Direct Charges.  Totals for items a - j.

l.
Indirect Charges (Overhead).  Indirect cost/general and administrative (G&A) cost.  Show the proposed rate, cost base, and proposed amount for indirect costs based on the cost principles applicable to the Applicant's organization.  If the Applicant has separate rates for recovery of labor overhead and G&A costs, each charge should be shown.

m.
Amount proposed. Total items k and l.

V. Application Review

Review and Selection Process:  Applications are considered based on the completeness of documentation, meeting of stated basic eligibility, and in-kind match and other category requirements. Specific evaluation factors are identified in the proposal narrative. Budget information is evaluated for reasonableness and appropriateness to the study. 

Proposals are reviewed by the U.S. Geological Survey technical staff.  Individual proposals are evaluated and scored.  The evaluations and scores will be submitted to the contracting officer for final award.

Purpose, Objectives, and Relevance: (25 points)

How well does the proposal clearly the scope, methods, data collection, and analysis steps, including data structure and information management, and relate these to the purpose of the project which is to develop and maintain a  national database capable of supporting multiple types of biodiversity assessment?
Technical Capability: (25 points)

(a)
How well does the proposal document the experience and expertise in the fields of conservation, ecology, policy, and protected areas data management and research?
 (b)
How well does the applicant demonstrate they can address both data collection and analysis using proven software and methodologies.
 

Budget Justification and Clarity: (25 points)

(a)
The staff is sufficient to accomplish proposed goals.

(b)
The budget line items are appropriate and reasonable and commensurate with the level of effort needed to accomplish project objectives.

Past Performance: (25 points)

Does the proposal cite past projects clearly related to the opportunity.
VI. Award Administration Information


Award recipients are responsible for managing the day-to-day operations of the grant/cooperative agreements and sub-award supported activities to assure compliance with applicable Federal requirements, and that performance goals are being achieved.  Recipient monitoring must cover each program, function or activity.


1.  Progress Reports


a. The recipient shall submit two copies of each progress report to the USGS Project Officer and one copy of the transmittal letter to the Grant Administrator.  Annual progress reports shall be submitted to the designated office no later than 90 days after the close of the period covered by the report.


b. The annual progress reports shall include the following information:

(i) A quantitative description of activities and overall progress in response to the performance metrics.  

(ii) An indication of any current problems which may impede performance.

(iii) An outline of the anticipated activities and adjustments to the program during the next reporting period.

(iv) A summary of expenditures incurred during the year, and any unspent balance of funds.


c. Between the required reporting dates, events may occur which have significant impact 
upon the project or program.  In such cases, the recipient shall inform the USGS as soon 
as the following types of conditions become known:

(i) Problems, delays, or adverse conditions which will materially affect the ability to attain program objectives, prevent the meeting of time schedules and goals, or preclude the attainment of project work.  This disclosure shall be accompanied by a statement of the action taken or contemplated, and any Federal assistance needed to resolve the situation.

(ii) Favorable developments or events which enable meeting time schedules and goals sooner than anticipated or producing more work units than originally projected.


2. Final Technical Report 


a. The recipient shall submit two copies of the final technical report to the USGS Project 
Officer  and one copy of the transmittal letter to the Grant Administrator to the address shown in Section E.1 of agreement.


b. The final technical report shall document and summarize the results of the committee’s 
work.  Such reports shall include a quantitative description of activities and overall 
progress in response to the performance metrics which documents and summarizes the results of the entire grant.  The final report shall include tables, graphs, diagrams, sketches, etc., as required to explain the results achieved under the grant. The report shall also include recommendations and conclusions based upon both the experience and the results obtained. The final report shall be submitted within 90 days of the end of the project period.

3.   Cash Management and Financial Reporting Requirements

1.  Annual Financial Reports.

The recipient will submit annual STANDARD FORM 425, FEDERAL FINANCIAL REPORT(S) for each individual USGS award.  The SF 425 is available at - http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/grants_forms.  The SF 425 will be due ninety (90) calendar days after the grant year (i.e., 12 months after the approved effective date of the grant agreement and every 12 months thereafter until the expiration date of the grant agreement).  USGS acknowledges that this annual reporting schedule may not always correspond with a specific budget period.  The SF 425 must be submitted electronically through the FedConnect Message Center (www.fedconnect.net).  If after 90 days, recipient has not submitted a report, the recipient’s account in ASAP will be placed in a manual review status until the report is submitted.

2.  Final Financial Report.

a.  The recipient will liquidate all obligations incurred under the award and submit a final STANDARD FORM 425, FEDERAL FINANCIAL REPORT through FedConnect (www.fedconnect.net) no later than 90 calendar days after the grant/cooperative agreement completion date.  The SF 425 is available at – 


http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/grants_forms.  Recipient will promptly return any unexpended federal cash advances or will complete a final draw from ASAP to obtain any remaining amounts due.  Once 120 days has passed since the grant/agreement completion date, the ASAP subaccount for this award may be 
closed by USGS at any time.

b.  Subsequent revision to the final SF 425 will be considered only as follows - 

(i) When the revision results in a balance due to the Government, the recipient must submit a revised final Federal Financial Report (SF 425) and refund the excess payment whenever the overcharge is discovered, no matter how long the lapse of time since the original due date of the report. 

(ii) When the revision represents additional reimbursable costs claimed by the recipient, a revised final SF 425 may be submitted to the Contracting Officer with an explanation.   If approved, the USGS will either request and pay a final invoice or reestablish the ASAP subaccount to permit the recipient to make a revised final draw.  Any revised final report representing additional reimbursable amounts must be submitted no later than 1 year from the due date of the original report, i.e., 15 months following the agreement completion date. USGS will not accept any revised SF 425 covering additional expenditures after that date and will return any late request for additional payment to the recipient.

3.
Central Contractor Registration and Universal Identifier Requirements (2 
CFR Part 25)
A. Requirement for Central Contractor Registration (CCR)

Unless you are exempted from this requirement under 2 CFR 25.110, you as the recipient must maintain the currency of your information in the CCR until you submit the final financial report required under this award or receive the final payment, whichever is later. This requires that you review and update the information at least annually after the initial registration, and more frequently if required by changes in your information or another award term.

B. Requirement for Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) Numbers
If you are authorized to make subawards under this award, you:
1. Must notify potential subrecipients that no entity (see definition in paragraph C of this award term) may receive a subaward from you unless the entity has provided its DUNS number to you.
2. May not make a subaward to an entity unless the entity has provided its DUNS number to you.
C. Definitions

For purposes of this award term:
1. Central Contractor Registration (CCR) means the Federal repository into which an entity must provide information required for the conduct of business as a recipient. Additional information about registration procedures may be found at the CCR Internet site (currently at http://www.ccr.gov).
2. Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number means the nine-digit number
established and assigned by Dun and Bradstreet, Inc. (D&B) to uniquely identify business entities. A DUNS number may be obtained from D&B by telephone (currently 866–705–5711) or the Internet (currently http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform).

3. Entity, as it is used in this award term, means all of the following, as defined at 2

CFR part 25, subpart C:

a. A Governmental organization, which is State, local government, or Indian Tribe;

b. A foreign public entity;

c. A domestic or foreign nonprofit organization;

d. A domestic or foreign for-profit organization; and

e. A Federal agency, but only as a subrecipient under an award or subaward to

a non-Federal entity.

4.  Subaward:
a. This term means a legal instrument to provide support for the performance of any portion of the substantive project or program for which you received this award and that you as the recipient award to an eligible subrecipient.

b. The term does not include your procurement of property and services needed to carry out the project or program (for further explanation, see Sec. ll.210 of the attachment to OMB Circular A–133, ‘‘Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations’’).

c. A subaward may be provided through any legal agreement, including an agreement that you consider a contract.

5.  Subrecipient means an entity that:

a. Receives a subaward from you under this award; and

b. Is accountable to you for the use of the Federal funds provided by the subaward.

VII. Agency Contacts
A. Grants.gov

Technical questions concerning the application process at Grants.gov:

Grants.gov Help Desk at:

Phone:  1-800-518-GRANTS

E-mail: support@grants.gov
B. Program Announcement

Applicants are strongly urged to submit questions via e-mail to:

Ms. Faith Graves, Contract Specialist

U.S. Geological Survey

Acquisitions and Grants Branch

12201 Sunrise Valley Drive, MS 205

Reston, VA  20192

Phone:  (703) 648-7356

E-mail: fgraves@usgs.gov
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