CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTIVE SCIENCE CAPACITY – GREAT PLAINS LANDSCAPE CONSERVATION COOPERATIVE FISCAL YEAR 2010

Opportunity Number: FWSR2-GPLCC-FY2010

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS AND PROPOSAL FORMAT

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:  Proposals submitted should address priority species, habitats, and issues outlined in the Great Plains Landscape Conservation Cooperative Action Plan, see http://www.fws.gov/science/SHC/pdf/GreatPlains.pdf.  Moreover, prioritization of proposals will be directed at projects that address the Performance Measures outlined in Table 1 below.  
Ideally, the proposed scientific project should be concluded and final reports/deliverables completed by September 30, 2010.  Longer projects will be considered, but projects that can be completed by September 30, 2010 will receive higher scores on this criterion.
Proposal submission must be completed electronically via email to the contact listed below: James Broska, Acting Regional Climate Change and Science Coordinator 


c/o US Fish and Wildlife Service

500 Gold Ave SW

Albuquerque, NM 87102

Phone: 505.248.6279

Fax: 505.248.6674

Email: James_Broska@fws.gov
Proposals may not exceed 10 pages. This includes everything from the title to budget justification.  All proposals should be submitted as a single MS Word Document and use 12-point Times New Roman or Arial font with 1-inch margins; the proposal should be accompanied by Standard Forms (SF):  SF-424, SF-424a, and SF-424b. 

1. TITLE: Provide a brief descriptive title for the project.

2. NAMES and CONTACT INFORMATION of AUTHORS: Provide the name(s), title, affiliation, mailing address, telephone, fax, and e-mail.  
3. ABSTRACT:  The abstract should provide a brief, informative description of the project, anticipated deliverables, and a clear description of the relevance to the GPLCC (see RFP and the GPLCC Action Plan).  The abstract should not exceed 300 words.
4. INTRODUCTION: The introduction should include the following components.


A. BACKGROUND: Address the technical and scientific issues that underlie proposed scientific project.  Information should include related ongoing activities, current relevant findings, and scientific value of proposed results.


B. INTEGRATION: How will the project enhance knowledge in the GPLCC on climate change and conservation?  State what specific performance measure this proposal addresses (see Table 1 below), and describe how the problem relates to a GPLCC priority outlined in the GPLCC Action Plan.
C. PROBLEM STATEMENT and IMPLICATIONS: Clearly describe the exact management problem and how the proposed study will address this need.
D. OBJECTIVES:  Clearly describe the goals and objectives of the proposed project or the need for continuation of an existing project.  Explain the priority and significance of the project as it relates to the issue(s) being addressed.
5. METHODS and STUDY AREA:  Clearly describe methodologies and how they will achieve the stated objectives.  Methods must detail the means by which each of the objectives will be achieved.  Provide sufficient detail so that the likelihood of achieving each of the objectives can be fully evaluated.  Include a description of the proposed study area(s).
6. PARTNERSHIPS and ROLES: Describe the partnership and the responsibilities of each participant in the project.  If there are collaborators not included in the list of authors, include a letter (not included in page total) from the collaborator describing support of the project and commitment to participation.

7. PROJECT DURATION/TIMELINE:  Provide the start date and completion date (the completion date is when deliverables are provided to the Fish and Wildlife Service Point-of-Contact).  Include a table that describes major milestones towards project completion.
8. PRODUCTS:  Provide information on specific products expected and delivery dates (include quarterly progress reports for multi-year projects).  Provide a timetable for achievement of milestones, major accomplishments, and completion of project.  Specify the product format in which these results would be most useful.  Products in electronic format streamline dissemination as well as enable the FWS to include such products into its electronic library.  Special requests for products in hard copy format, in addition to electronic format, should be included in this section of the proposal.  

9. QUALIFICATIONS of PROJECT PERSONNEL:  List all project personnel and their respective roles and responsibilities.  Summarize the qualifications of the principal investigator, and each co-investigator, cooperator, and partner that will make significant contributions to the success of the project.
10. BUDGET and JUSTIFICATION:  Provide a budget itemized in the following categories as appropriate: (1) Personnel (2) Fringe Benefits (3) Travel (4) Equipment (5) Supplies (6) Contractual (7) Construction (8) Other, and (9) Indirect Charges. 
· The budget must include a breakout by federal government fiscal year (10/1 – 9/30).  

· If a project involves personnel with different overhead rates, please apply the appropriate rates to each portion. 

· Itemize partner contributions in the budget breakout.

*See next page for Table 1.

Table 1:    Department of Interior performance measures relative to Landscape Conservation Cooperatives for FY 2010.

	No.
	Performance Measure

	1
	Number of LCCs with an initial baseline inventory of bureau's available climate change data

	2
	Number of Landscape Conservation Cooperatives established that have begun identifying areas and species most vulnerable to climate change

	3
	Number of decision-support tools provided to conservation managers to inform management plans/decisions and ESA Recovery Plans

	4
	Number of conservation delivery strategies and actions evaluated for effectiveness

	5
	Number of landscape-scale conservation strategies developed (including explicit species-specific, scalable population objectives  and adaptation approaches) that can direct management expenditures where they have the greatest effect and lowest relative cost

	6
	Number of risk and vulnerability assessments developed or refined for priority species or areas.

	7
	Number of inventory and monitoring protocols developed, refined or adopted to capture data on priority species addressed in LCC work plans that are expected to be vulnerable to climate change

	8
	Number of population and habitat assessments developed or refined to inform predictive models to provide predicted changes in species populations and habitats as a result of climate change 

	9
	Number of biological planning and conservation design projects developed in response to climate change

	10
	Number of management actions evaluated for effectiveness in response to climate change and research activities conducted to address information needs in response to climate change 

	11
	Number of conservation genetics projects to improve and enhance conservation design and delivery for fish and wildlife populations in response to climate change

	12
	Acres of Bureau lands with sufficient information to forecast biological and ecological changes to priority species addressed in LCC work plans that are expected to be most vulnerable to climate change

	13
	Number of LCCs having identified how climate change is expected to affect the priority species addressed in LCC work plans that are expected to be most vulnerable to climate change. 

	14
	Number of LCCs having sufficient information to forecast biological and ecological changes to priority species addressed in LCC work plans that are expected to be most vulnerable to climate change

	15
	Number of non-FWS riparian (stream/shoreline) miles restored to address climate issues, including miles restored through partnerships (includes miles treated for invasives & now restored)

	16
	Number of wetlands acres enhanced/restored  to address climate issues through voluntary partnerships (includes acres treated for invasives & now restored)

	17
	Number of non-FWS uplands acres enhanced/restored to address climate issues through voluntary partnerships (includes acres treated for invasives & now restored)

	18
	Number of habitat assessments completed to address climate issues

	19
	Number of fish passage barriers removed or bypassed  to address climate issues

	20
	Number of miles reopened to fish passage to address climate issues

	21
	Number of acres reopened to fish passage to address climate issues

	22
	Number of miles of stream/shoreline restored in U.S. to address climate issues


