U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS:  

Implementation of Three Highest Priority Actions in the 
Quagga-Zebra Mussel Action Plan for Western U.S. Waters

Proposal Due Date:  April 19, 2010
Background: 

This request for proposals will provide approximately $600,000 in grants targeted towards the prevention and early detection of quagga and zebra mussels in the waters of the Western U.S.  Proposals should support the specific highest priorities from the Quagga-Zebra Mussel Action Plan for Western U.S. Waters (QZAP) that are listed below.   The QZAP was developed by the Western Regional Panel on Aquatic Nuisance Species to respond to the westward spread of quagga and zebra mussels and conditionally approved in November 2009 by the Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force.  The plan can be downloaded at:  http://anstaskforce.gov/QZAP/QZAP_FINAL_Feb2010.pdf.   These mussels can have devastating ecological and economic impacts in the Western U.S., as has already been seen in the Eastern U.S.  The spread of these invasive mussels threatens our Nation’s natural resources, water delivery systems, hydroelectric facilities, agriculture, and recreational boating and fishing.

Proposals Requested: 

Proposals are requested to implement three of the highest priority action items from QZAP.  Proposals should contribute to on-the-ground, measurable improvements in the capacity to prevent and/or rapidly detect further spread of zebra and quagga mussels in the West.  Proposals should provide for projects that can be initiated by summer 2010.  Funding will be available for the following QZAP highest priorities:

· Expand early-detection monitoring programs to Western water jurisdictions (reference QZAP Section C. Early Detection, C.1.) ($200,000 approximate total); 
· Continue the development of effective watercraft inspection and decontamination protocols and standards (reference QZAP Section B. Prevention, B.2.) ($200,000 approximate total); and
· Develop standard and effective equipment (non-watercraft) inspection and decontamination protocols (reference QZAP Section B. Prevention, B.3.) ($200,000 approximate total).
Proposal Requirements:  Proposals should not exceed 10 pages and include: 
1. A  narrative description of the project(s) and how it supports the QZAP priority(ies) above;

2. Amount of funding requested;  

3. A timeline for the performance of each activity in the proposal; 

4. List of matching funds, cost-sharing or in-kind resources;

5. Contact information and relevant qualifications of the project investigator(s);

6. Proposed methodology; and

7. Detailed budget (see below for example), including overhead and timeline. 

	Budget

	Category
	Requested Amount
	Match (In-kind, $)
	Total

	Personnel (including benefits)
	
	
	

	Equipment 
	
	
	

	Travel
	
	
	

	Subcontractors/Consultants 
	
	
	

	Materials
	
	
	

	Indirect Costs/Overhead 
(include %)
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	


Funds Available: Provision of matching funds, cost-sharing or in-kind resources is not required but is highly desirable and will be considered in the award process.  
Eligibility: Any individuals in federal, state, provincial or local agencies, institutions of higher education, commercial or non-profit organizations, Tribes, and international organizations are eligible for funding as investigators or cooperators. 

Project Duration and Reporting:  Projects must be completed no later than September 2011.  Funds will be administered through USFWS agreements which will specify project reporting requirements and may entail completion of other official federal forms. 
Selection Process: 

Criteria for selection include:

1. Applicant’s documented ability to conduct the proposed work. 
2. Project design and methods. 
3. Ability to address objectives noted in this RFP. 
4. Cost-effectiveness of the budget and any match, and

5. Timeframe to complete study. 

Due Date:  
Proposals must be received by no later than 5 p.m. (EST) on April 19, 2010, and submitted via email or U.S. mail:   
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Attn: Susan Mangin 

4401 North Fairfax Drive, MS 770

Arlington, VA 22203
Email: susan_mangin@fws.gov
Questions: If you have any questions, or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact Susan Mangin at 703-358-2466.
