Agency Name
Fish and Wildlife Service 
Description
Purpose: The goal of the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative is to target the most significant environmental problems in the Great Lakes ecosystem by funding and implementing federal and cooperator projects that address these problems. One needs to better understand the past, present and future conditions of habitat within and surrounding the Great Lakes System in order to strategically assess where to target resources.  Geospatially assessing habitats over time also addresses how to account for changes in the landscape systems.  Geospatial tools such as digital maps and remote sensing imagery provide the approach for describing where to target resources across the basin in order to protect, restore and maintain critical habitats.
Proposals are requested target the following geospatial information needs.  Cooperative grant funding requested should be primarily targeted for those information needs listed as well as an associated geographic area for the Great Lakes Basin.  You do not have to address all needs; just those your organization wishes to apply for.  The Service may increase or decrease grant amounts awarded depending on the scale and priority of needs based on proposals received.  These information needs are not listed in any order.  Experience with past and current geospatial projects with partners in the Great Lakes region will receive higher consideration.
Information Needs:
 1) wetland extent, structure and invasives mapping using radar imagery, 2) surface water elevation change mapping using IFSAR techniques, 3) field spectrometry for multispectral and radar identification of plants, birds and wildlife, 4) remote sensing imagery archiving and distribution via open source webmapping services, 5) linking federal, state and provincial natural heritage, fisheries and wildlife databases into consistent and seamless habitat layers for serving on the web, 6) translation and merging of wetland and habitat features documented in Government Land Office survey notes into a seamless geospatial layer for the Great Lakes basin, 7) Optical, Thermal, LIDAR and RADAR image acquisition and analysis for improved mapping, modeling, prediction, restoration, and water regimes of wetlands and habitats, 8) Scanning, ortho rectification of USDA FSA Aerial Compliance Slides with distribution at a central server, 9) inter-organizational training and capacity building for wetland and habitat cooperators in the Great Lakes basin, 10) An improved online geospatial system to help the Conservation Planning process for FWS and other agencies.
Proposal format:  Proposal shall consist of the SF424 and a narrative proposal of four pages or less through the Grants.gov online system.  Outlined the narrative in this format:  1) Title, 2) Project Leader and contact information, 3) partnerships 4) information needs addressed with associated statement of work/methods description, 5) estimated total cost for each need you wish to address including a summary total, 6) project area 7) past/current project references/publications/websites.  
The final exact amount of funding, scope, terms of an award will be determined in pre-award cooperative negotiations between the cooperator and the Service.  
Preference will be given to proposals through documentation of past Great Lakes projects, websites, references, and partnerships with other Great Lakes international, federal, state, local, tribal and non-profit conservation partners. Knowledge of  remote sensing, geospatial systems, OGC compliant datasets, open source geospatial software applications, massive data archiving and distribution over the web, geospatial habitat assessment, wetland mapping approaches/standards in the Great Lakes region,  conversion of Wisconsin Wetland Inventory data to National Wetland Inventory format, are needed to address many of the information needs listed.  
Award Information: Up to $1.6 million in funds are available during fiscal year 2010. Grant requests between $10,000 and not to exceed $500,000 will be accepted. Existing projects with other organizations will receive extra consideration in order to maximize benefit for the least cost.  We expect to announce the awards no later than the end of May, 2010. 
Eligibility Requirements: Eligible applicants for this competitive grant program include state natural resource and geospatial agencies, universities and other non-federal, non-profit conservation and geospatial agencies or organizations that are affiliated with the Great Lakes system. An eligible proposal is a plan of action supported by the cooperative grant and partner resources to acquire, deliver and serve wetland and habitat geospatial products with a target completion date for the end of FY2015 or earlier. 
To insure receipt of electronic application, send an email with your name, address and phone number to:
Debra Peterson, Admin Officer, Phone 612-713-5274, debra_peterson@fws.gov and 
Brian Huberty, GLRI Habitat Coord, Phone 612-713-5332, brian_huberty@fws.gov.

