United States Department of Transportation
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
Fiscal Year 2011 
COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATOR SAFETY TRAINING 
Grant Opportunity and Application Instructions

Section I:  Funding Opportunity Description  
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA)’s Commercial Motor Vehicle Operator Safety Training (CMV-OST) grant program provides financial assistance to States, local governments, Federally Recognized Native American Tribal Governments, accredited post-secondary educational institutions (public or private) such as colleges, universities, vocational-technical schools, associations, truck driver training schools, and other section 501(c)(3), non-profit organizations to train current and future commercial motor vehicle drivers in the safe operation of commercial motor vehicles (CMV).  
Improving the safety of the Nation’s transportation system is a top priority of Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood.  To meet this priority, FMCSA established a goal of reducing the rate of large truck- and bus-related fatalities to no more than 0.16 per 100 million vehicle miles traveled (VMT) by 2011 from a baseline rate of 0.184 per 100 million VMT in 2005.  Recent figures show that: 
· In 2008, the rate of large truck- and bus-related fatalities dropped to 0.152 per 
100 million VMT.  
· Data from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration indicate that the truck-involved fatality rate on the Nation's roadways declined 12 percent in 2008 compared to 2007.  The number of truck-related crash fatalities dropped from 4,822 in 2007 to 4,229 in 2008.  
These figures demonstrate solid progress in reducing the large truck and bus fatality rates; however, we must continue to focus on innovative CMV safety strategies if we are to maintain these impressive results.  

Investing grant monies in appropriate CMV safety programs increases the likelihood that safety defects, driver deficiencies, and unsafe motor carrier practices are detected and corrected before they become contributing factors to crashes.  The CMV-OST grant program was established by Section 4134 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (Pub. L. 109-59, August 10, 2005) as a program to provide Federal financial assistance on a discretionary basis to entities and organizations that train current and future  operators of a CMV(as defined in 49 U.S.C. 31301) in the safe operations of such vehicles.  

The CMV-OST grant program has two specific goals:

1. Expand the number of Commercial Drivers License holders possessing enhanced operator safety training in order to reduce the severity and number of crashes on U.S. roads involving commercial motor vehicles; and 

2. Assist economically distressed regions of the U.S. by providing workforce training opportunities for qualified individuals to become commercial motor vehicle operators. 
Section II:  Award Information
For FY 2011, FMCSA anticipates awarding a total of $1 million in CMV-OST grant funding to eligible applicants to support training of current and future drivers in the safe operation of commercial motor vehicles.  The grant period of performance will begin upon execution of the grant agreement, and the funds will remain available for expenditure within 12 months of the date of execution.  
Since FY 2006, FMCSA has funded an average of nine CMV-OST grants annually, ranging in amount from $30,000 to $220,000.  FMCSA reimburses up to 80 percent of eligible costs, and recipients provide a 20 percent match.  
Section III:  Eligibility Information
State and local governments, a Federally Recognized Native American Tribal Governments, accredited post-secondary educational institutions (public or private) such as colleges, universities, vocational-technical schools, associations, and truck driver training schools are eligible to receive CMV-OST grants.  Individuals are not eligible for a CMV-OST grant award; applications from individuals will not be considered. 

In accordance with the provisions of 49 U.S.C. 31301, CMV-OST funds are available to, City or Townships, State and County governments, and Federally Recognized Native American Tribal Governments.  Also eligible for this opportunity are non-profit organizations having section 501(c)(3) status with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), institutions of higher education, private institutions of higher education, vocational-technical schools, and truck driver training schools.

The CMV-OST grant program is a reimbursable grant program.  FMCSA will reimburse up to 80 percent of eligible costs, and recipients are required to provide a 20 percent match of the total program cost.  Applications that fail to provide the matching requirement will be denied.  
All reimbursable items must be necessary, reasonable, allocable, and allowable to accomplish the goals of the program.  Additional information can be found in 49 CFR Part 18 and/or 49 CFR Part 19 (depending on the type of grantee) and in 2 CFR Part 220 (Cost Principles for Educational Institutions, Office of Management Budget (OMB) Circular A-21), and/or 2 CFR Part 225 (Cost Principles for State, Local, and Indian Tribal Governments, OMB Circular A-87) and/or 2 CFR Part 230 (Cost Principles for Nonprofit Organizations, OMB Circular A-122).  The eligibility of specific items is subject to review by the FMCSA.  
[bookmark: _Section_III:_]Section IV:  Application and Submission Information
The FMCSA utilizes Grants.gov as the primary tool for accepting all grant program applications, including CMV-OST grant applications.  All FY 2011 CMV-OST grant applications must be submitted electronically through Grants.gov at http://grants.gov/applicants/apply_for_grants.jsp by 11:59 P.M., Eastern Time (ET), on Wednesday, December 15, 2010.  Applications received after this time will be considered if funds remain available after the review process for timely applications.
To apply, the applicant must first complete the Grants.gov registration process.  To register, go to http://www07.grants.gov/applicants/get_registered.jsp and follow the instructions found on the Grants.gov “Get Registered” website.  The registration process can take between three to five business days or as long as four weeks. Applicants are encouraged to register as soon as possible.  
The Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) number for this grant is 20.235.
Application Package Requirements
All CMV-OST applications must include the following forms:
1. SF- SF-424, Standard Application for Federal Assistance
2. SF-424A, Budget Information for Non-Construction Programs
3. SF-424B, Assurances for Non-Construction Programs
4. SF-GG, Grants.gov Lobbying form
5. If applicable, SF-LLL, Disclosure of Lobbying Activities
6. Attachment form.  Every application must include (1) a program narrative and (2) a line-item budget as described in the sections below.  Any supplemental information (e.g., an indirect cost agreement, course syllabus, etc.) that the applicant deems necessary to support the proposal, should also be attached using this form.

To claim indirect costs, the applicant organization must attach the most recent approved indirect cost rate agreement established with the cognizant Federal agency. 

Instructions for completion of the required standard forms follow: 
SF-424 INSTRUCTIONS:
Block 1:	Check “Application”

Block 2:	Check “New”

Blocks 3, 4, 5, 6 & 7: Leave blank

Block 8:	Complete sections a – f.  Block 8f:  the point of contact should have actual knowledge of the project applied for and be able to answer technical questions.

Block 9:	Select appropriate “Applicant Type” from drop-down menu

Block 10:	Enter “DOT/Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration”

Block 11:	The CFDA number is 20.235, CFDA Title is Commercial Motor Vehicle Operator Safety Training Grants

Block 12:	The funding opportunity number should be populated when form is downloaded from Grants.gov.  If not, enter the funding opportunity number as reflected in the Grants.gov Grant Application download page. 

Title block, Enter “FY 2011 CMV-OST”

Block 13:	The competition identification number should be populated when form is downloaded from Grants.gov.  If not, enter the competition identification number as reflected in the Grants.gov Grant Application download page. 

Block 14:	Enter specific location of program activity, such as cities, counties, states, etc.

Block 15:	Enter a brief, concise title describing the project 

Block 16a:	Enter the Congressional District in which the applicant’s main office is located

Block 16b:	Enter all Congressional Districts affected by the proposed project, using two characters for the state name and three characters for the District number. For example, California’s 5th Congressional District should be entered as CA-005. If all Congressional Districts throughout the State are affected, enter “ALL” for the District number.  In this case, the correct entry for California would be CA-ALL.

Block 17a:	Enter anticipated start date for project

Block 17b:	Enter 12 months from anticipated start date

Block 18a:	Enter the amount of Federal funding being requested.  The Federal share of the grant may not exceed 80 percent of the total project plan cost

Block 18b-e:Enter the amount of applicant matching funds. The applicant is required to provide a 20 percent match of the total program cost

Block 18f:	Not applicable

Block 18g:	Enter the project’s total participating costs, which is the sum of Block 18a and Block 18e.

Block 19:	Check box c

Block 20:	Check the appropriate box.  If the applicant is delinquent on any Federal debt, an explanation must be attached to the application, using the space provided on the last page of the application form.

Block 21:	Read the certification statement. You must check the “I AGREE” box if you wish to continue with the application process.  Complete the information for the Authorized Representative. Fields marked with an “*” are required. The last two boxes on the form, labeled ‘Signature of Authorized Representative’ and ‘Date Signed’ will be completed by grants.gov upon submission.

SF-424A INSTRUCTIONS:
SECTION A – BUDGET SUMMARY
Block 1a:	Enter “FY 2011 CMV-OST”

Block 1b:	Enter “20.235”

Block 1e:	Enter the Federal funding requested (as in Block 18a of the SF-424).

Block 1f:	Enter the applicant matching funds (as in Blocks 18b-e of the SF-424).

Block 1g:	Enter the sum of Block 1e and Block 1f

SECTION B – BUDGET CATEGORIES
Block 6:	In Column (1), enter “CMV-OST”.  Enter the appropriate amounts, as applicable, in lines a through k. The Section B Block 6k, total must equal Blocks 1g and 5g in Section A.  Note:  Purchasing of capital improvements and equipment (i.e., land, property, simulators, etc.) are not eligible grant costs.  
	
Block 7:	Not applicable

SECTIONS C – NON-FEDERAL RESOURCES
Block 8a:	Enter “FY 2011 CMV-OST”

Block 8b-d:	Enter the applicant match amount as appropriate.  

SECTIONS D – FORECASTED CASH NEEDS
Block 13:	Forecast Federal cash needs for each quarter

Block 14:	Forecast non-Federal (match) cash needs for each quarter

SECTION E – Not applicable

SECTION F – OTHER BUDGET INFORMATION
Line 21:  	Leave blank 

Line 22:  	Enter the type of indirect rate (provisional, predetermined, final or fixed) that will be in effect during the funding period, the estimated amount of the base to which the rate is applied, and the total indirect expense.  

ATTACHMENT INSTRUCTIONS: 
In addition to the required forms, the application must include attachments, consisting of a maximum of one page summarizing each of the following topics:  

· Scope of Project / Purpose.  Describe the current educational requirements to enroll in training at the applicant’s location and note accreditation credentials.  Also explain the type of curricula available (for both new drivers and/or enhanced training, as applicable).  If both new drivers and current drivers are to be trained, distinguish the difference in the curricula in the narrative.

· Goals / Objectives.  Explain how the applicant will meet the two goals of the CMV-OST grant.  Also include a plan for the implementation of the CMV-OST grant program.  

· Line-Item Detailed Budget.  The budget represents a substantive and important portion of the application.  The budget identifies all proposed project costs (direct and indirect costs), including required matching funds.  To claim indirect costs, the applicant organization must attach the most recent approved indirect cost rate agreement established with the cognizant Federal agency. 
Both cash and in-kind contributions are eligible as matching funds.  (Refer to 49 CFR Part 18 and/or 49 CFR Part 19 (depending on the type of grantee) for more information related to acceptable matching and cost sharing.)  The budget must include a description of the eligible activities being supported by funding as reflected in Section B of the SF-424A.  Indirect, equipment, and contractual costs, if any, must be described.  The detailed budget must also include:

· Number of Drivers to be trained (new drivers and / or current drivers to receive enhanced training, as applicable); and

· Cost of training per Student (also broken down for new drivers and / or current drivers to receive enhanced training, as applicable).

· Monitoring and Evaluation Plan.  Include a plan for how the applicant will measure progress of the training program.  At minimum, the plan must include the following performance measures:

· Number of students who enroll in the training program;

· Number of students trained as CMV operators; and

· Number of students that have been successfully placed in the transportation industry as CMV operators.

Please note, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) mandated the use of the Federal Financial Report (FFR), SF 425 for use throughout the Federal Government.  Each grantee is required to submit a quarterly SF-425 to the FMCSA no later than 30 days after the end of each quarterly reporting period.  

Also, OMB requires use of the performance progress reporting (SF-PPR) cover sheet form for quarterly progress reports.  The SF-PPR Cover Sheet and the SF-PPR-B attachment will be used for CMV-OST grants.  
Section V:  Application Review
All application packages are initially reviewed for eligibility and completeness.  Applications received without the complete set of required forms will be not be evaluated.  All required forms necessary to submit a complete application are available for download and on www.grants.gov.   Each complete application from an eligible recipient will then be evaluated by a Technical Review Panel (TRP), based on the following six (6) criteria:  
1) Is the applicant an accredited training institution or institution of higher education?
2) Does the applicant have a valid training program?
3) Does the applicant serve an economically distressed area?
4) Does the applicant target the unemployed and underemployed?
5) Does the applicant provide job placement opportunities for the drivers?
6) Does the applicant have a monitoring and evaluation program in place?
The TRP will also consider other objective and performance-based criteria that FMCSA deems appropriate, such as consistency with national priorities, overall program balance, and geographic diversity.  Preference will be given to proposals that demonstrate:  
· ability of the applicant to support the strategies and activities in the proposal for the entire project period of performance;
· cost per student trained;
· feasibility of overall program coordination and implementation based upon the project plan; and,
· commitment to monitoring and evaluating results to facilitate improved performance.
Section VI:  Award Administration Information
Following final selection, all applicants will be notified by FMCSA of the Agency’s decisions.  FMCSA expects to notify applicants within ninety (90) days of the submission deadline (subject to availability of funds) or as soon thereafter as administratively practicable. 
Notifying Award Recipients
FMCSA intends to enter into grant agreements no later than 90 days from the date the application is due.  The grant period of performance will begin upon execution of the grant documents; funds will remain available for expenditure within 12 months.
Grantees must agree to the FMCSA Financial Assistance Agreement General Provisions and Assurances in order to execute the grant agreement.  These provisions require, among other things, submission of quarterly financial and performance progress reports.  
Notifying Unsuccessful Applicants 
Applicants not selected for funding will receive written notification, and may request the return of their proposal by contacting the FMCSA agency contact.  
[bookmark: _Section_VI:_]Section VII:  Agency Contact
For more information related to this announcement or application submission, the applicant may contact the program manager:
Art L. Williams, Transportation Specialist
e-mail (preferred) Arthur.williams@dot.gov
Office telephone:  202-366-3695
Office Fax:  202.366.7908

By mail:
USDOT, FMCSA 
ATTN:  Art. L. Williams, 
MC-ESS W63-640
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC  20590
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