
Dear Colleagues: 

During the September 2010 consultation on Title II emergency food aid, discussions ensued about how to make the current Title II application and review process more effective and efficient.   As a result, USAID is considering changes in the mechanism for soliciting, reviewing and funding Title II emergency food assistance applications under the Office of Food for Peace.  Specifically, USAID is considering using a single Annual Program Statement (APS) under which eligible organizations would be required to apply and compete against stated evaluation criteria for emergency food assistance awards.  Under this APS, Applications would be accepted for either: 

· Title II funding; 

· International Disaster Assistance (IDA) funding through the Emergency Food Security Program (EFSP) for local and regional procurement, food vouchers and cash transfers; 

· or for both sources in a single program.

 Applications could be for either emergency relief, early recovery, or both types of activities.  Application information requirements and formats would be as streamlined as possible (e.g., similar to formats in the current APS for EFSP) and as similar as possible for both Title II and EFSP resources. As under the current EFSP APS, concept papers would be used so that eligible organizations could receive an initial technical evaluation and USAID determination of eligibility against stated criteria before investing in the development of full applications.  If USAID was especially interested in soliciting applications for specific emergencies, USAID would amend the APS and provide as much information as possible in terms what types of programs would be desired. 

The goals of this proposed change are to:  (1) streamline, simplify and increase transparency on the solicitation and award procedures; (2) encourage and facilitate the integration of Title II and EFSP resources when appropriate to provide the most effective response; and (3) support linking relief and early recovery activities. 

Before deciding whether to proceed with this change, USAID plans to hold a consultation on this proposal to hear individual partners’ views on the merits of this change, clarify the Agency’s intent as necessary and to seek input on how an APS should be developed to meet the goals stated above.  USAID is not seeking a consensus view/position. 

The consultation, which is open to any organization interested in implementing emergency food programs, will be held on Wednesday, December 8, 2010 from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm.  It will be in the AMEX conference room located in the North Tower of the Ronald Reagan Building (RRB), outside USAID's main offices (see directions below).  Space is limited.  Please RSVP by no later than noon Tuesday, December 7, 2010, to Katie McKenna (kmckenna@amexdc.com, 202-962-0048 ext 234). 

If you have questions or you are unable to attend and wish to provide written comments, please contact Juli Majernik at jmajernik@usaid.gov.   


DIRECTIONS TO MEETING:  The AMEX conference room is located in the North Tower of the RRB, outside USAID's main offices.   

From the Pennsylvania Ave and 13th Street RRB entrance:  Go through security and through the doors straight ahead, into the small lobby.  Take the elevator to the second floor.  Exiting the elevator, turn away from the AMEX Suite 270 office, go "behind" the elevators, and enter the glass door there into the Conference Room. 

From the Metro Exit:  Follow the hallway on the concourse level (don't take the escalator!) to the RRB entrance, go through security, and then follow the long hallway beyond.  Turn right at the next junction, walk through the concourse lobbies past many meeting rooms, to the staircase to the next level.  Bear left at the top of the stairs and go through the double glass doors.  Turn left at the security stop into the small lobby.  Take the elevator to the second floor.  Exiting the elevator, turn away from the AMEX Suite 270 office, go "behind" the elevators, and enter the glass door there into the Conference Room.
