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[bookmark: _GoBack]l.	What type of competition is appropriate?
This is a Task Agreement within Cooperative Agreement 1443CA J600082000 “Great Lakes-Northern Forest Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit.”   The GLNF CESU is a partnership of universities that was awarded Cooperative Agreement after national competition through issuance of “Program Announcement and Request for Proposals for Establishing Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Units.”  The GLNF-CESU unified cooperative/joint venture agreement between the federal agencies and the non-federal partners was established in 2002, and renewed August 2, 2007.   Article III, Section D, of the cooperative agreement states that modifications (task agreements) of the cooperative agreement issued by the federal agencies will transfer funds to support research, technical assistance, and education project conducted by university and other non-federal partners.   

2.	Why was this cooperator selected?  
505 DM 2 requires that this award will be posted on Grants.gov as a ‘single source determination’. This assistance award is justified because this cooperator has (4) “Unique Qualifications - The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability, if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications”.

The Principal Investigators have conducted extensive work on contaminants and they are considered international experts in monitoring and research on methylmercury and other contaminants.  The Lead PI and his colleagues have also conducted previous research on mercury dynamics and the impacts to wildlife in Voyageurs National Park.  Further, they continue to monitor and conduct direct research on methylmercury in the park as part of the Great Lakes Inventory and Monitoring Program.  Thus, we are capitalizing on the expertise of the selected PIs at the global, national, and local environment.
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