Department of State - RUS

Program Office:  	U.S. Embassy Moscow Public Affairs Section
Funding Opportunity Title:	AEECA U.S. Speaker and Specialist Program 
Announcement Type: 		Grant – Initial
Funding Opportunity Number:	DOSRUS-12-GR-001-RUS-042312
Deadline for Applications:		May 19, 2012
				

ELIGIBILITY

Eligibility is limited to not-for-profit organizations.  Direct funding for non-U.S. entities is not available under this announcement.

Demonstrated expertise in administering financial and logistical arrangements similar to those involved in the Speaker Program will be considered favorably.  All potential applicants should be knowledgeable about working conditions in Russia, in order to effectively implement the grant.

Cost Sharing or Matching 
This program does nor require cost sharing.

Other Special Eligibility Criteria
Not Applicable.  

CONTACT INFORMATION

A) For questions relating to Grants.gov, please call the Grants.gov Contact Center at 1-800-518-4726.
B) For assistance with the requirements of this solicitation, contact Peter Eckstrom, Assistant Cultural Affairs Officer, U.S. Embassy Moscow
Email: eckstrompt@state.gov (Preferred method of communication)
Phone: 7-495-728-5000


APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION

Award Period: 12-24 months

Award Amount: Approximately $200,000 is available for this one-time grant. 

Application Submission Process:  Applicants may submit proposals electronically either (i) using Grants.gov or (ii) sending the proposal via email to the Assistant Cultural Affairs Officer named above.  Thorough instructions on the Grants.gov application process are available at http://www.grants.gov.  

Application Deadline: All applications must be submitted on or before May 19, 2012, 11:59 p.m. eastern time.  

Registering with Grants.gov is a one-time process; however, it could take as long as two weeks to have the registration validated and confirmed.  Please begin the registration process immediately to ensure that the process is completed well in advance of the deadline for applications.  Until that process is complete, you will not be issued a user password for Grants.gov, which is required for application submission.  There are four steps that you must complete before you are able to register: (1) Obtain a Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number from Dun & Bradstreet (if your organization does not have one already) by calling 1-866-705-5711; (2) Register with Central Contractor Registry (CCR); (3) Register yourself as an Authorized Organization Representative (AOR); and (4) Be authorized as an AOR by your organization.  For more information, go to www.grants.gov.  Please note that your CCR registration must be annually renewed.  Failure to renew your CCR registration may prohibit submission of a grant application through Grants.gov.

Application Content:  Applicants must follow the conditions contained herein and supply all information required.  Failure to furnish all information or comply with stated requirements will result in disqualification from the competition.  Applicants must set forth full, accurate, and complete information.  The penalty for making false statements in proposals to the USG is prescribed on 18 U.S.C.1001.

The proposals must consist of the following:

Section 1 - Application for Federal Assistance (SF-424):
This form can be found on-line at: http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/grants/forms.html.  

Section 2 - Implementation Plan:  
The applicant must describe its proposed activities in sufficient detail to show how responsibilities for administering the Speaker Program will be met.  

Section 5 - Organizational Capability:  
Applications must include a clear description of the applicant’s administrative/organizational experience and background in Russia as these relate to administering the program.  Besides information about the organization as a whole, this section must also identify the proposed staffing plan for implementing the grant.  

Section 6 - Budget Appendix:  
The proposal must include a budget appendix.  The budget must identify the total amount of funding requested, with a breakdown of amounts to be spent in the following budget categories: personnel; fringe benefits; travel; equipment; supplies; consultants/contracts; other direct costs; and indirect costs.  The budget may not exceed 1 page in length. 

AWARD SELECTION CRITERIA

Each application will be evaluated by Embassy Moscow officials responsible for post's U.S. Speaker and Specialist Program.  The evaluation will be based on the following: 

· Implementation Plan: Applicants should describe how they will administer Speaker Program logistical requirements.  The reviewers will view the implementation plan in terms of how well it satisfies the program requirements. 

· Organizational Capability: Proposals should demonstrate how their resources, capabilities, and experience will enable them to achieve the program requirements.      

· Budget:  Costs shall be evaluated for realism, control practices, and efficiency.  The Embassy must determine that the costs paid for this award are reasonable, allowable, and allocable to the proposed project activities.  This will consist of a review of the Budget to determine if the overall costs are realistic for the work to be performed, if the costs reflect the applicant’s understanding of the allowable cost principles established by OMB Circular A-122, and if the costs are consistent with the program narrative. 

AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION

Award Notices:  The grant award will be written, signed, awarded, and administered by a grants officer at Embassy Moscow.  The grants officer is the Embassy official delegated the authority by the U.S. Department of State Procurement Executive to write, award, and administer grants.  The assistance award agreement is the authorizing document and it will be provided to the Recipient through either mail or facsimile transmission.  Organizations whose applications will not be funded will also be notified in writing.

Anticipated Time to Award:  The selected applicant should expect to be notified within 14 days after the submission deadline.  

Issuance of this grant opportunity does not constitute an award commitment on the part of the Embassy, nor does it commit the Embassy to pay for costs incurred in the preparation and submission of proposals.  Further, the Embassy reserves the right to reject any or all proposals received.

Reporting Requirements:  The grant recipient should maintain current accounting records of grant disbursements on an ongoing basis and be able to update the Speakers Program Office about the remaining balance of grant funds upon request.  Final programmatic and financial reports are due 90 days after the close of the project period.  

DISCLAIMER

If a proposal is selected for funding, the Embassy has no obligation to provide any additional future funding in connection with the award.  Renewal of an award to increase funding or extend the period of performance is at the total discretion of the Embassy.
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