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OVERVIEW INFORMATION 

Issued By: U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS): Federal Emergency 
Management Agency Grant Programs Directorate (FEMA GPD) 

Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) Number:  

97.053 
 

CFDA Title:  

Citizens Community Resilience Innovation Challenge 
 

Funding Opportunity Announcement Title:  

Community Resilience Innovation Challenge Program  
 

Authorizing Authority for Program:  
 

Section 701(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance 
Act, (Public Law 93-288), as amended, 42 U.S.C. 5201(b), and Section 
507(a)(2)(B) of the Homeland Security Act of 2002, as amended, Public Law 107-
296, (6 U.S.C. § 317(a)(2)(B)).    

 
Appropriation Authority for Program:  

Section 701(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance 
Act, (Public Law 93-288), as amended, 42 U.S.C. 5201(b). 
 

FOA Number:  

DHS-12-GPD-053-000-01 
 

Key Dates and Time: 

Application Start Date: 08/14/12 
Application Submission Date:  08/21/12 at 11:59:59 PM EDT 
Funding Selection Date:  8/28/12 
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Award Date:  8/31/12 
 
Other Key Dates:  
 

N/A 
 
Application Submission Extension: Is an extension to the application submission 
deadline permitted?   Yes  No 
 
Intergovernmental Review: Is an intergovernmental review required?  Yes  No  
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FOA EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 Program Type: Select the applicable program type: 
 New  Continuing  

 
Date of origin for Program: MM/DD/YYYY (if available) 
 
Opportunity Category: Select the applicable opportunity category:  
(x) Discretionary/Competitive  Mandatory/Non-competitive  Both 
 
Application Process:   
DHS makes all funding opportunities available through the common electronic “storefront” 
grants.gov, accessible on the Internet at http://www.grants.gov. If you experience 
difficulties accessing information or have any questions please call the grants.gov 
customer support hotline at (800) 518-4726.  
 
Application forms and instructions are available at Grants.gov. To access these materials, 
go to http://www.grants.gov , select “Apply for Grants,” and then select “Download 
Application Package.” Enter the CFDA and/or the funding opportunity number located on 
the cover of this announcement. Select “Download Application Package,” and then follow 
the prompts to download the application package. To download the instructions, go to 
“Download Application Package” and select “Instructions.”  
 

Eligible Applicants:  

Only the following entities are eligible to apply directly to FEMA under this solicitation: 

Nonprofits with 501(c)(3) IRS status, other than institution of higher 
education. 
 

FEMA’s intent for this program is to provide assistance to grantees in order to further the 
principles of the Whole Community approach to preparedness and to maximize the 
enhancement of communities’ resilience to disasters. These goals can be achieved by 
examining and employing innovative approaches to preparing citizens and communities 
for unexpected disasters or emergency events.    
 
Type of Funding Instrument: Select the applicable funding instrument 

 Grant (x) Cooperative Agreement  Loan 
 

Federal Involvement:  The performance of work by the recipient is subject to the 
control and direction of the FEMA Program Manager whose involvement will consist 
of technical direction throughout all phases of the activities performed under the 
program. Technical direction includes collaborating closely throughout the period of 

file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\sheath\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Content.Outlook\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\stacey.street\Local%20Settings\Documents%20and%20Settings\lwatson6\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\OLK2F\grants.gov�
http://www.grants.gov/�
file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\sheath\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Content.Outlook\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\stacey.street\Local%20Settings\Documents%20and%20Settings\lwatson6\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\OLK2F\grants.gov�
http://www.grants.gov/�
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performance with the recipient to assist in accomplishing all program components.   
 
In addition to FEMA’s overall responsibilities as stewards of federal funds, FEMA 
will work with and direct the grantee as necessary throughout the period of 
performance to further the mutually shared goals of executing the program to 
enhance community disaster resilience.  This enhanced federal involvement 
includes:  
 
1. Direct, agency operational involvement or participation during the development 

of the work plan to ensure compliance with agency requirements, procedures, 
and policies; 
 

2. Final approval authority of key personnel tasked with critical program 
responsibilities and duties; 
 

3. Review and approval authority of sub-award arrangements to ensure 
consistency with program priorities and agency requirements and procedures; 
 

4. Collaboration and providing of government expertise in planning and 
conducting program meetings or events (e.g., recruitment and selection of 
program partners; coordination with other programs; development of meeting 
materials); 
 

5. Collaboration, providing of expertise, and final approval authority in developing 
informational materials and delivering joint messages; and,  
 

6. Serving as the primary coordinator in support of inter-state or national initiatives 
that require collaboration with state officials and other federal agencies and 
partners. 
 

Quality assurance procedures will be implemented to allow for reviews by FEMA 
designated personnel of all draft documents prior to them being approved and 
finalized.   
 
The above described increase in FEMA’s involvement with recipient activities is 
intended to ensure that the approaches, solutions, designs, and refinements 
identified are sufficient to accomplish the critical goals of the program.   
 
 

 
Cost Share or Match:  

 Cost Match  Cost Share (X) None Required 
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Maintenance of Effort:  
 
Is there a Maintenance of Effort (MOE) requirement?  Yes (X) No  

 
Management and Administration:  
 

Indirect costs are allowable only if the applicant has an approved indirect cost rate 
with the cognizant Federal agency. A copy of the approved rate (a fully executed, 
agreement negotiated with the applicant’s cognizant federal agency) is required at 
the time of application. Indirect costs will be evaluated as part of the application for 
Federal funds to determine if allowable and reasonable.  
 
FEMA will work closely with the grantee to determine the appropriateness of 
indirect costs for the type of activity and location proposed in the application, in 
accordance with the negotiated indirect cost rates approved by the grantee’s 
cognizant federal agency. 
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FULL ANNOUNCEMENT 

I. Funding  Opportunity Des crip tion 
 

Program Overview and Priorities:  
The risk and potential impact of man-made and natural disasters is a continuing 
challenge to local communities as they strive to develop a collective local ability to 
withstand the impact of these events in a manner that will minimize losses, accelerate 
recovery, and protect the welfare of community stakeholders.  FEMA proposes to 
leverage the funds allocated to this cooperative agreement to enable the implementation 
of an innovative program designed to apply the principle of community engagement in 
new ways to help build the Nation’s resilience to disasters. 
 
Program Objectives: 
The recipient shall collaborate with FEMA to accomplish two major objectives.  First, the 
recipient will help FEMA establish a new structural mechanism for engaging with local 
communities to build resilience.  The recipient will encourage local communities to 
engage in creative activities that enhance disaster resilience by building on and 
addressing local interests, abilities, and needs.  Second, the recipient will implement and 
manage a signature national challenge program, called the Community Resilience 
Challenge Awards Program.  This program will be designed to stimulate, support, and 
expand the scale of existing successful community activities and to encourage local 
residents to design new collaborative initiatives that will enhance community resilience.   

 
Quadrennial Homeland Security Review (QHSR):  
To bring together government, community leaders, non-profit organizations, and citizens 
to enhance community resilience for all-hazards emergency events.  The Community 
Resilience Innovation Challenge program seeks to create a culture of community 
resilience by identifying needs, mobilizing partners, and creating innovative, motivating, 
and effective solutions that can be grown, sustained, and replicated.  FEMA seeks to 
spark the dramatic expansion and transformation of current community engagement 
strategies in the field of emergency management by promoting approaches that take 
direct steps to put local residents in leadership roles in planning, organizing, and sharing 
accountability for the success of local disaster management-related projects and 
programs.  FEMA’s approach draws inspiration and direction from community policing as 
a philosophy of how local law enforcement institutions work with residents to identify local 
priorities, share information and cooperate in decisions about operational directions.  The 
program will make communities safer, stronger, and better prepared to respond to threats 
of terrorism, crime, public health issues, and disasters of all kinds.  
 
 
For additional details on the QHSR Report, please refer to 
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http://www.dhs.gov/xabout/gc_1208534155450.shtm. 
 
 
Scope and Objectives 
Continuing threats from terrorist attacks and natural disasters challenge local 
communities to develop a collective local ability to withstand the potential initial impacts of 
these events, respond quickly, and recover to a level that re-establishes a similar if not 
greater level of well-being.  How communities achieve this collective ability calls for 
innovative approaches to strengthen existing practices, institutions, and organizations 
that help make local communities successful during normal times, and leverage these 
social strengths to prepare for a lead role if an incident occurs. 
 
The need to empower communities to organize themselves and take leadership in 
preparedness and response is well recognized as a core principle of U.S. National and 
Homeland Security Strategies.  The National Security Strategy (NSS) and Quadrennial 
Homeland Security Review (QHSR) each recognize community engagement as a 
foundational principle, focusing especially on efforts to empower communities to counter 
radicalization, increasing public-private partnerships, and mobilizing local residents for 
action before, during, and after incidents.  FEMA proposes to utilize funds in the form of a 
cooperative agreement to enable the implementation of an innovative work program 
designed to apply the principle of community engagement in new ways to build the 
Nation’s resilience to disasters.   
 
FEMA seeks to spark the dramatic expansion and transformation of current community 
engagement strategies in the field of emergency management, promoting approaches 
that take direct steps to put local residents in leadership roles in planning, organizing, and 
sharing accountability for the success of local disaster management-related projects and 
programs.  FEMA’s approach draws inspiration and direction from community policing as 
a philosophy of how local law enforcement institutions work with residents to identify local 
priorities, share information and cooperate in decisions about operational directions.  The 
central value proposition underlying this approach is that by strengthening what works 
well in communities on a daily basis, an engagement-based model for emergency 
management offers an effective and cost efficient path to building national resilience.    
 
The awardee shall work with FEMA on two major objectives.  First, the awardee will help 
FEMA establish a new structural mechanism for engaging with local communities to build 
resilience.  The awardee  will encourage local communities to engage in creative 
activities that enhance disaster resilience by building on and addressing local interests, 
abilities, and needs.  Second, the awardee will implement a signature national challenge 
program, called the Community Resilience Innovation Challenge Awards, designed to 
stimulate, support and expand the scale of existing, successful community activities and 
to encourage local residents to design new collaborative initiatives that will enhance 
community resilience.   
 
The recipient of the Community Resilience Innovations Program will assist FEMA in 
meeting the following two major objectives of the program: 

http://www.dhs.gov/xabout/gc_1208534155450.shtm�
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A. “Establish a Partnership” – act to encourage local communities to engage in 

creative activities that enhance disaster resilience.  The awardee will be 
responsible for administering the Community Resilience Innovation Challenge 
Awards program described below and will engage in a wide range of activities that 
can advance emergency management objectives nationally and enhance 
community resilience.   
 

 FEMA’s mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a 
nation we work together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, 
protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards.  Seen through 
that lens, a partnership with a community-based foundation will create a new, 
enduring structural mechanism to help build the Nation’s disaster management 
capabilities, and to advance creative solutions that bring together all segments of 
American society to address complex emergency management challenges. 

 
B. Design and Administer the Community Resilience Innovation Challenge 

Awards Program – Work with FEMA to design and administer the Community 
Resilience Innovation Challenge Awards program that will stimulate innovative 
efforts that collectively engage local residents in leadership activities. 
 
The philosophy of community resilience innovation begins with putting local 
residents first and focusing on strengthening what works well in communities on a 
daily basis.  Working with FEMA, the awardee will design a national challenge 
competition for Community Resilience Innovation Challenge Awards that will 
stimulate innovative efforts that collectively engage local residents in leadership 
activities.  The principle of putting local communities first will naturally engage 
community members in expanded dialogue among those already working together, 
and in innovative ways with others with whom they may be interacting for the first 
time. These approaches will require collective decisions among local residents to 
organize themselves and commit to sustaining their activities.  Particular focus will 
be placed on reaching across social sectors, bringing local residents together with 
local institutions such as banking or large grocery stores that would need to work 
together for a community to respond to a disaster effectively.   
 
Innovation Awards will support a broad range of creative activities and may involve 
organizing resources, partnerships, and leadership activities among small 
neighborhood groups, civic or faith based organizations, private sector entities, or 
educational institutions.  These activities will leverage local efforts to solve 
persistent problems in their communities as a means to support resilience 
activities.   Building relationships, for instance, among neighborhood organizations 
and local universities and leveraging local technical expertise, organized within a 
community, could help transform that community's ability to plan for and recover 
from disasters.  Additionally, a specific goal of the awards will be increased local 
dialogue that includes the sharing of information about local risks and the 
vulnerabilities of and consequences for local residents and their well-being. 
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Community Resilience Innovation Challenge Awards will both recognize success 
and further invest targeted resources in local community organizations and 
activities to enhance resilience capacities and  will recognize two forms of 
community innovation: 
 
i. Existing Initiatives - The first type of Award will recognize innovations that have 

already established a level of competence and performance in bringing local 
residents together to confront local problems or to expand opportunities.  
These awards will draw attention to and publically recognize local success 
stories and promising practices, and provide financial reward that can further 
incorporate resilience capacities into these community activities. 
 

ii. New Collaborations - The second type of Award will be focused on catalyzing 
newly formed networks, groups or institutions that come together specifically to 
design and test innovative approaches to community resilience.  These awards 
will, in particular, focus on initiatives that bring relatively small, local 
neighborhood organizations together with established institutions and 
organizations to further community resilience.   
 

Local governments are vital institutions in local areas and maintain a wide range of 
relationships with neighborhood groups, organizations and individuals.  Awards will 
seek to foster local government engagement as partners with community 
initiatives, creating a receptive context for resilience activities and an avenue to 
increase the involvement of local residents in public decision-making.  
Governments will be recognized as "champions" of community activities, serving to 
support locally-led initiatives. 
 
Reinforcing the local community first principle, FEMA will work with the recipient to 
identify and convene a review panel consisting of members of local institutions to 
evaluate proposals for Challenge Award selection.  As the program seeks to 
catalyze local action by providing seed money and drawing attention to innovative 
activities, anticipated award levels will be small, likely between $10,000 and 
$35,000 for each individual award, and will be one-time in nature as they are not 
intended to create dependency, but are designed to assist in the start-up of new 
activities or the enhancement of existing programs.  Award decisions will be based 
on the internal strengths of an initiative and its contribution to community 
resilience.  Each proposal will require a clear description of the initiative, the 
expected outcomes related to resilience, the commitment of various partners, and 
a demonstrated capacity to manage the Award financially.  An evaluation 
mechanism will also be established to draw forth effective practices and lessons 
from awardees’ activities, and to make this information available to communities 
nation-wide.  
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II. Funding  Information  
 

Award Amounts, Important Dates, and Extensions: 

Available Funding for the FOA: $ 975,000 
Projected Award Start Date(s):  08/31/12 
Projected Award End Date(s):  08/30/13 
Period of Performance:  
 

12 months 

Period of Performance: Is an extension to the period of performance permitted?  
 
(  ) Yes  (X)No 
 
The period of performance of this grant is 12 months from date of award.  Extensions to 
the period of performance will not be considered. 
 

III. Eligibility Information – Key Criteria: 
FEMA recognizes that a government-centric approach to disaster management is 
insufficient to meet all of the challenges posed by a catastrophic incident.  As a 
concept, the Whole Community approach is a means by which residents, emergency 
management practitioners, organizational and community leaders, as well as 
government officials seek to collectively understand and assess the needs of their 
respective communities in order to build resilience to disasters. The Community 
Resilience Innovation Challenge Program seeks qualified applicant organizations to 
work with FEMA to advance the Whole Community approach nationwide.   
 
Non-profit organizations have been identified as the best-suited entities to advance 
the Whole Community approach because they have an enhanced level of local 
engagement, and a unique capacity to organize local resources, develop new and 
leverage existing local partnerships, and routinely interact with neighborhood 
groups, civic or faith-based organizations, private sector entities, and educational 
institutions.  
 
The key criteria for non-profit organization applicants for this assistance include: 

 
• A proven track record in resilience, whole community preparedness, and related 

issues. 
• Experience with award development, award execution, and program performance 

tracking. 
• An established ability to reach and connect appropriate preparedness stakeholders 

on a nationwide basis. 
• Understanding and focus on individual citizen factors and community resiliency 

development. 
• A demonstrated Cross-Functional approach to community resiliency.  
• Organizational leadership with diverse subject matter expertise in community-based 
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disaster resilience.   
 

IV. Funding  Res tric tions  
 

Restrictions on Use of Award Funds:  
DHS Cooperative Agreement funds may only be used for the purpose set forth in the 
Cooperative Agreement, and must be consistent with the statutory authority for the award.  
Cooperative Agreement funds may not be used for matching funds for other Federal 
grants/cooperative agreements, lobbying, or intervention in Federal regulatory or 
adjudicatory proceedings.  In addition, Federal funds may not be used to sue the Federal 
government or any other government entity. 
 
Pre-award costs are allowable only with the written consent of DHS and if they are 
included in the award agreement. 
 
Federal employees are prohibited from serving in any capacity (paid or unpaid) on any 
proposal submitted under this program.  Federal employees may not receive funds under 
this award.  
 

V. Applica tion  Re view and  Se lec tion  Information  
Applications should include qualitative and quantitative methods highlighting their 
approach to the scope and objectives section of this announcement. 
 
Applications should be submitted in narrative form with a maximum of 20 pages. 
 
Scoring Criteria: 
 
Applications are scored by assigning a maximum of 100 points across four criteria: 
 

1. Project Relevance - (10 points);  
2. Approach - (40 points); 
3. Project Impact - (20 points); and  
4. Organizational Capacity - (30 points). 

 
 
Project Relevance                                                     Weight: 10 points 
 
Does the proposed project clearly and adequately identify its relevance both in relation to 
current community needs and to the program objectives as described in this Funding 
Opportunity announcement ?  
 
 
Approach                                                                   Weight: 40 points 
 
Is the project plan clearly defined?  Does it reflect a coherent and feasible approach for 
successfully addressing the need for the program and achieving the identified 
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VI. Pos t-Se lec tion  and  Pre -Award  Guidelines  

outcome(s)?  Does the project take into account barriers and opportunities that exist in the 
larger environment that may impact on the project’s success? (10 points) 
 
Does the proposed project optimize the leverage of potential partnerships with other 
organizations, groups, and entities as appropriate? (10 points) 
 
Is the project work plan clear and comprehensive and does it include sensible and feasible 
timeframes for the accomplishment of tasks presented?  Does the work plan include 
specific objectives and tasks that are linked to measurable outcomes?  (20 points) 
 
 
Project Impact                                                                       Weight: 20 points 
 
Are the expected project benefits/results clear, realistic, and consistent with the objectives 
and purpose of the program?  Are the anticipated outcomes of the proposed project likely 
to be achieved and will they significantly advance the Whole Community approach to 
emergency preparedness? (20 points) 
 
 
Organizational Capacity                                            Weight: 30 points 
 
Do the applicant organization and its partners clearly identify their capacity for carrying out 
the proposed project and evaluation?  (20 points) 
 
Do the proposed project director(s), key staff and consultants have the background, 
experience, and other qualifications required to carry out their designated roles?  (10 
points) 
 
 
Review and Selection Process 
 
An independent review panel of at least three individuals will evaluate applications that 
pass the screening and meet the responsiveness criteria if applicable.  Based on the 
Application Review Criteria as outlined under section V, the reviewers will comment on 
and score the applications, focusing their comments and scoring decisions on the 
identified criteria. 
 
Final award decisions will be made by the FEMA Administrator. In making these decisions, 
the Administrator will take into consideration:   

• Recommendations of the review panel;  
• Reviews for programmatic and grants management compliance;  
• Reasonableness of the estimated cost to the government considering the available 

funding and anticipated results; and, 
• Likelihood that the proposed project will result in the benefits expected.   
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Notice of Award:  
Upon approval of an application, the grant will be awarded to the grantee. The date that is 
done is the “award date.” Notification of award approval is made through the ND Grants 
system.  Once an award has been approved, a notice is sent to the authorized grant 
official. Follow the directions in the notification to accept your award documents.  The 
authorized grant official should carefully read the award package. 
 
The period of performance is 12 months and begins on the Project Period/Budget Period 
start date listed in the award package.  Any unobligated funds will be de-obligated at the 
end of the close-out period.  
 
Administrative and Federal Financial Requirements: 
 

All successful applicants for all DHS grant and cooperative agreements are 
required to comply with DHS Standard Administrative Terms and Conditions 
available on page 6 of  http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/cfo-financial-
management-policy-manual.pdf.  

 
A complete list of Federal Financial Requirements is available at: 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/grants_forms  
 

Federal Financial Report (FFR) – required quarterly.  Obligations and expenditures 
must be reported on a quarterly basis through the FFR (SF-425), which replaced the SF-
269 and SF-272,  which is due within 30 days of the end of each calendar quarter (e.g., for 
the quarter ending March 31, the FFR is due no later than April 30).  A report must be 
submitted for every quarter of the period of performance, including partial calendar 
quarters, as well as for periods where no grant activity occurs.  Future awards and fund 
drawdowns may be withheld if these reports are delinquent.  The final FFR is due 90 days 
after the end date of the performance period. 
 

FFRs must be filed according to the process and schedule below:    
 
FFRs must be filed electronically through PARS 
 
Reporting periods and due dates: 

• October 1 – December 31; Due January 30 
• January 1 – March 31; Due April 30 
• April 1 – June 30; Due July 30 
• July 1 – September 30; Due October 30 

 
Programmatic Reporting Requirements: 
 
Reporting requirements must be met throughout the life of the grant (refer to the program 
guidance and the special conditions found in the award package for a full explanation of 
these requirements).  Any reports or documents prepared as a result of this grant shall be 

http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/cfo-financial-management-policy-manual.pdf�
http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/cfo-financial-management-policy-manual.pdf�
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/grants_forms�
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in compliance with Federal “plain English” policies, directives, etc.  Please note that PARS 
contains edits that will prevent access to funds if reporting requirements are not met on a 
timely basis.  
 
1. Progress Reports. 
 

Quarterly Performance Reports – 
 a. The Recipient shall submit quarterly performance reports electronically 

through ND Grants within 30 days after the end of each period.  Reports are 
due on July 30, October 30, January 30 and April 30.  

 b. The report shall consist of a comparison of actual accomplishments to the 
approved project objectives. 

 c. Copies of Performance Reports shall be submitted to the Grant 
Administration and Assistance Division Grants Management Specialist and 
the Program Office Contact listed under VII, FEMA Contacts. 

 d. The final performance report should provide a narrative on what the 
Recipient accomplished with the grant funds and any benefits derived. 

 
2. Financial and Compliance Audit Report.  Recipients that expend $500,000 or more 

of Federal funds during their fiscal year are required to submit an organization-wide 
financial and compliance audit report.  The audit must be performed in accordance with 
GAO’s Government Auditing Standards, located at 
http://www.gao.gov/govaud/ybk01.htm, and OMB Circular A-133, Audits of States, 
Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations, located at 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/assets/a133/a133_revised_2007.pdf.  
Audit reports are currently due to the Federal Audit Clearinghouse no later than nine 
months after the end of the recipient’s fiscal year.  In addition, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security and the Comptroller General of the United States shall have 
access to any books, documents, and records of recipients of FY 2011 assistance for 
audit and examination purposes, provided that, in the opinion of the Secretary or the 
Comptroller, these documents are related to the receipt or use of such assistance.  
The grantee will also give the sponsoring agency or the Comptroller, through any 
authorized representative, access to, and the right to examine all records, books, 
papers or documents related to the grant.  

 
The State shall require that sub-grantees comply with the audit requirements set forth 
in OMB Circular A-133.  Recipients are responsible for ensuring that sub-recipient 
audit reports are received and for resolving any audit findings. 
 

3. Monitoring.  Grant recipients will be monitored periodically by FEMA staff, both 
programmatically and financially, to ensure that the project goals, objectives, 
performance requirements, timelines, milestone completion, budgets, and other related 
program criteria are being met.   
 
Monitoring will be accomplished through a combination of desk-based reviews and on-
site monitoring visits.  Monitoring will involve the review and analysis of the financial, 

http://www.gao.gov/govaud/ybk01.htm�
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/assets/a133/a133_revised_2007.pdf�
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programmatic, performance and administrative issues relative to each program and will 
identify areas where technical assistance and other support may be needed. 
 
The recipient is responsible for monitoring award activities, to include sub-awards, to 
provide reasonable assurance that the Federal award is administered in compliance 
with requirements.  Responsibilities include the accounting of receipts and 
expenditures, cash management, maintaining of adequate financial records, and 
refunding expenditures disallowed by audits. 
 

4. Grant Close-Out Process.  Within 90 days after the end of the period of performance, 
grantees must submit a final FFR and final progress report detailing all 
accomplishments throughout the period of performance.  After these reports have been 
reviewed and approved by FEMA, a close-out notice will be completed to close out the 
grant.  The notice will indicate the period of performance as closed, list any remaining 
funds that will be deobligated, and address the requirement of maintaining the grant 
records for three years from the date of the final FFR.  The grantee is responsible for 
returning any funds that have been drawndown but remain as unliquidated on grantee 
financial records.   

 
Required submissions: (1) final SF-425, due 90 days from end of grant 
period; and (2) final progress report, due 90 days from the end of the grant 
period. 

 
VII. DHS FEMA Contact Information 

Contact and Resource Information:  
 
1.  Grant Programs Directorate (GPD) 
 

FEMA GPD’s Grant Operations/Award Administration will provide fiscal support, 
including pre- and post-award administration and technical assistance, to the grant 
program included in this solicitation.  Additional guidance and information can be 
obtained by contacting the FEMA Call Center at (866) 927-5646 or via e-mail to 
ASK-GMD@dhs.gov. 
 

2. Program Office Contact.   
 

The DHS/FEMA Project Officer (PO) shall be the official who will be responsible for 
the technical monitoring of the stages of work and technical performance of the 
activities described in the program narrative statement.  The Project Officer is: 

 
David Ashley 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
FEMA/Office of Policy and Program Analysis 
500 C Street, SW 
Washington, DC  20472 

mailto:ASK-GMD@dhs.gov�
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VIII. Other Critical Information 
 
The government will use www.grants.gov as the primary vehicle for this announcement 
and for updates and clarification of this announcement 

 

IX. How to  Apply  
 
FEMA makes all funding opportunities available through the common electronic 
“storefront” grants.gov,  accessible on the Internet at http://www.grants.gov.  If you 
experience difficulties accessing information or have any questions please call the 
grants.gov customer support hotline at (800) 518-4726.   

 
Application forms and instructions are available at Grants.gov.  To access these 
materials, go to http://www.grants.gov , select “Apply for Grants,” and then select 
“Download Application Package.”  Enter the CFDA and/or the funding opportunity 
number located on page 1 of this announcement.  Select “Download Application 
Package,” and then follow the prompts to download the application package.  To 
download the instructions, go to “Download Application Package” and select 
“Instructions.”   

 
X. Applica tion  and  Submis s ion  Information  

 
Application via www.grants.gov.  All applicants must file their applications using 
the Administration’s common electronic “storefront” - www.grants.gov.  Eligible 
grantees must apply for funding through this portal, accessible on the Internet at 
www.grants.gov. 

 

The application must be started and submitted using www.grants.gov after Central 
Contractor Registration (CCR) is confirmed.  The on-line application includes the 
following required forms and submissions: 

 

• Standard Form 424, Application for Federal Assistance 
 

202-646-2971 voice 
david.ashley@dhs.gov 
 

http://www.grants.gov/�
file:///C:\Users\cjacks60\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Content.Outlook\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\khaines1\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Content.Outlook\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\stacey.street\Local%20Settings\Documents%20and%20Settings\lwatson6\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\OLK2F\grants.gov�
http://www.grants.gov/�
file:///C:\Users\cjacks60\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Content.Outlook\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\khaines1\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Content.Outlook\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\stacey.street\Local%20Settings\Documents%20and%20Settings\lwatson6\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\OLK2F\grants.gov�
http://www.grants.gov/�
http://www.grants.gov/�
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The application must be completed and submitted through the ND Grants system 
located at https://portal.fema.gov.  If you need assistance registering for the ND 
Grants system, please contact FEMAs Enterprise Service Desk at 1-888-457-
3362.  The ND Grants system includes the following required forms and 
submissions: 

 

• Standard Form 424A, Budget Information (Non-construction) 
• Standard Form 424B, Standard Assurances (Non-construction)  
• Standard Form LLL, Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (if the grantee has 

engaged or intends to engage in lobbying activities) 
• Grants.gov (GG) Lobbying Form, Certification Regarding Lobbying 
• FEMA Form 20-16C, Certifications Regarding Lobbying; Debarment, 

Suspension and Other Responsibility Matters; and Drug-Free Workplace 
Requirements 

• Provide Project Narrative and the Budget Justification. 
 

The program title listed in the CFDA is “Citizens Community Resilience Innovation 
Challenge.”  The CFDA number is 97.053.   

Applicants will obtain FOA Overviews and Full Announcement information 
from the Grants.gov website where the full FOA is posted. 
 
For a hardcopy of the full announcement, please write a request to:  
 

David Ashley 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
FEMA/Office of Policy and Program Analysis 
500 C Street, SW 
Washington, DC  20472 
202-646-2971 voice 
David.Ashley@dhs.gov 

https://portal.fema.gov/�
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