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This funding announcement is not a request for applications.  This is a public notice of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.
ABSTRACT

	Funding Opportunity Number
	GH15-1531

	Title of Announcement
	Technical Assistance to Support the Implementation and Evaluation of HIV/AIDS Prevention, Care, Treatment, and Support Activities for Mothers, Children, and Families under the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR)

	Applicant: 
Name, Mailing address, phone number, 
FAX number, email address 
	United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
Mulamba Diese

3 United Nations Plaza

New York, New York 10017

	Approximate Total Project Period Funding
	None

	Approximate Current Fiscal Year Funding
	$6,000,000.00

	Award Ceiling:                              Budget Year 1
	$6,000,000.00

	Award Floor:                                 Budget Year 1
	None

	New Award or Continuation
	New

	Project Period Length
	5 Years

	Budget Period Length
	12 Months

	Award Mechanism
	U2G – Global HIV/AIDS Non-Research Cooperative Agreements

	Statutory Authority
	This program is authorized under Public Law 108-25 (the United States Leadership Against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria Act of 2003) [22 U.S.C. 7601, et seq.], and Public Law 110-293 (the Tom Lantos and Henry J. Hyde United States Global Leadership Against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria Reauthorization Act of 2008), and Public Law 113-56 (PEPFAR Stewardship and Oversight Act of 2013).

	CFDA # and Title
	93.067 – Global AIDS

	Purpose of the Award
	The purpose of this CDC headquarter managed funding opportunity announcement (FOA) is to contribute to achieving an AIDS free generation through increased improvements in maternal and child health outcomes.  This FOA establishes technical assistance opportunities at both the country and central level to support increased coverage and impact of HIV prevention, treatment and care programs, and strengthened public health systems capacity and country ownership in priority countries.

Specific program objectives include:

· Increased implementation of best practices for PMTCT, pediatric care and treatment, and OVC care and support across PEPFAR country programs

· Increased monitoring and evaluation capacity of country specific PMTCT, pediatric care and treatment, and OVC care and support across PEPFAR country programs

· Increased capacity of country Ministry of Health or other indigenous, non-governmental organizations and local communities organizations to respond to national HIV epidemics

· Increased communication between interagency partners

· Increased monitoring and evaluation of interagency efforts

	Single Source Justification Reasons Cited
	UNICEF is mandated by the United Nations (UN) General Assembly to advocate for the protection of children's rights, to help meet their basic needs, and to expand their opportunities to reach their full potential. As a part of this mission, UNICEF works with countries (Ministries of Health- MOH) to address health problems affecting children and their families. UNICEF has the international infrastructure, capacity, and an established reputation with governments and Ministries of Health in more than 100 countries to carry out its mission to protect the health of children. 

Currently, one of the most serious threats to the health and well-being of children is HIV/AIDS. In consonance with this mandate, UNICEF has worked for more than two decades in galvanizing global commitment, action, and resources to mount a comprehensive response to HIV among children. UNICEF's HIV/AIDS Programme vision and direction for action 2014-2017 calls for achieving an AIDS-free generation through the `three-zeros' -zero new infections, zero deaths and zero discrimination. Similarly, PEPFAR has specific goals to prevention pediatric HIV infections, scale up national HIV/AIDS programs for the prevention of mother-child HIV transmission (PMTCT), and support HIV care and treatment (C&T) to orphans and vulnerable children to deliver an AIDS-free generation. 

UNICEF has worked and continues to work in all PEPFAR-supported countries. UNICEF has bilateral agreements with the governments of all PEPFAR countries to facilitate UN support for PMTCT and pediatric care and treatment programs. Over the past fifteen years, UNICEF has led the UN effort to implement PMTCT programs and to develop a framework for pediatric HIV treatment. These efforts include:

· Advocating and supporting national level government scale up and roll out of PMTCT and pediatric treatment and care programs, including advocating for early infant diagnosis of HIV and linking infected children to early care and treatment.

· Monitoring and reporting on global progress toward PMTCT and pediatric international goals.

· Developing resources and forums for sharing best practices across and within countries. 

Based on its UN mandate and its country presence in all “PEPFAR countries” as an implementing partner with Ministries of Health, UNICEF is in a unique position to address women's and children's health and welfare issues, as they relate to HIV/AIDS and to provide UN partnership and implementation support simultaneously to the PEPFAR programs within countries and at a central level.
UNICEF is unique; as a UN and multilateral organization with this kind of international capacity and global influence to combat the HIV epidemic, and specifically focus on PMTCT, pediatrics and orphans and vulnerable children. Specific capabilities that make UNICEF uniquely suited to provide services to PEFPAR are delineated below.

· First, country governments look to UNICEF as a trusted UN agency with technical capacity and resources to address child health priority areas.

· Second, UNICEF has the global authority and credibility to influence decision-makers, and has a variety of partners at grassroots levels, which makes UNICEF unique among world organizations that work with pregnant women and children. 

· Third, UNICEF is the only UN and multilateral organization with an established international infrastructure at country level to support PMTCT and pediatrics HIV/AIDS programs.

· Fourth, because of their established and experiences network, UNICEF is the only global health support agency for pregnant women, families, children, and youth that can provide the timely and much-needed HIV/AIDS support for these target groups in the countries most impacted by the pandemic. 

· Fifth, through its broad health, nutrition, and immunization programs, UNICEF has a unique ability to link PMTCT and pediatric HIV programs with broader child survival initiatives and can facilitate integration of these programs. 

· Sixth, UNICEF has a unique international procurement capacity through its procurement and supply chain office in Copenhagen, Denmark. It plays a key role in forecasting, obtaining and distributing PMTCT and pediatric HIV/AIDS drugs and supplies.

· Seventh, UNICEF has a close partnership with the MOH as a normative and technical advisor, and as an in-country implementer of PMTCT and pediatric HIV care and treatment programs.

· Finally, UNICEF is the expert within the UN agencies to promote at country level safe infant feeding practices, which is a critical component and one of the main barriers to successful PMTCT programs in resource-limited settings. 

Given the continuing severity and high visibility of the HIV/AIDS pandemic and the particular impact on children, as well as the position of the United States as a world leaders in combating this pandemic through the PEPFAR program; it is in the best interest of the US government to establish a cooperative agreement with UNICEF to more effectively coordinate and respond to HIV/AIDS and related conditions and systems challenges. This agreement will strengthen much needed global collaborations in health, and promote timely, efficient, and successful implementation of collaborative health activities to help prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS among children and youth worldwide. 

This cooperative agreement builds on a previous 5-year cooperative agreement (CDC-RFA-PS09-961) Technical Assistance to United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) to support the Emergency Plan in the Implementation and Evaluation of HIV/AIDS Prevention, Care, Treatment, and Support Activities for Mothers, Children, and Families under the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). This previous cooperative agreement funded both country and central level support to focus on PMTCT and pediatric care and treatment activities, as well facilitate direct collaboration between PEPFAR and the Interagency Task Team on the Prevention and Treatment of HIV Infection in Pregnant Women, Mothers and Children (IATT) at an international level. This new cooperative agreement will sustain efforts underway to continue to synergize PEPFAR and IATT goals at the international, regional, and country levels.

	Grants Management Officer:
	Randolph Williams, Grants Management Officer
Department of Health and Human Services

CDC Procurement and Grants Office

2920 Brandywine Road, MS: K-75

Atlanta, GA 30341

Telephone: 770-488-8382
E-mail: gur2@cdc.gov

	Project Officer: 
	Subroto Banerji, Project Officer

Department of Health and Human Services

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

1600 Clifton Road NE, Mailstop E-04

Atlanta, GA 30333

Telephone: 404-639-8179

Email: zro0@cdc.gov


