NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the Bureau of Land Management’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.  (06/06/2008)
	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	CA-NOI08-2003

	Project Title
	Buffalo-Skedaddle Landscape Management and Restoration Initiative

	Recipient
	Honey Lake Resource Conservation District

	Principle Investigator (if applicable)
	Dayne Barron, Eagle Lake Field Office 530-257-0456

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$3,000,000.00

	Cost Share
	N/A

	New Award or Continuation?
	New Award

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	Up to 5 years

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	July 1, 2008 to September 30, 2012

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement

	Statutory Authority
	Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, Public Law 94-579, Section 307(b) authorizes BLM to enter into agreements to manage, protect and develop the public lands.  

	CFDA # and Title
	15.231 Fish, Wildlife and Plant Conservation Resource Management

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	Justification Criterion (4) (Unique Qualifications) of the Department of Interior Single Source Policy Requirements

	Point of Contact
	Leona B. Parker, Grant Mgt Officer,  Phone Number 530-252-5338


OVERVIEW
The Bureau of Land Management, Eagle Lake Field Office intends to award a cooperative agreement with Honey Lake Resource Conservation District to assist the BLM with implementing resource management projects within the Buffalo Skedaddle Sage-Grouse Population Management Unit.  The anticipated length of the agreement is five years.  All projects will be subject to available funding.  

The Buffalo-Skedaddle Landscape Management and Restoration Initiative (Initiative) is a landscape-scale, partner-driven program to implement the Conservation Strategy for Sage-Grouse and Sagebrush Ecosystems Within the Buffalo-Skedaddle Population Management Unit (Conservation Strategy) (2006).  The partners were successful in obtaining grants from the Sierra Nevada Conservancy for $100,000 to partially fund juniper removal work and $50,000 for an initiative coordinator.  Grant proposals are being developed for acquisition of sage-grouse lek habitat on private land, for archeology and botany inventory, and for restoration that benefits wildlife, improves forage, reestablishes natural fire regimes, and supplies biomass.
The Conservation Strategy for Sage-Grouse and Sagebrush Ecosystems Within the Buffalo-Skedaddle Population Management Unit (2006) is the effort of a local working group composed of ranchers, environmentalists, sportsman, federal and state agencies and county government in northeastern California and northwestern Nevada designed to achieve habitat protection and restoration goals.  Efforts are underway to fund and begin implementation of the strategy.

Sage-grouse (Centrocercus urophasianus), a sagebrush obligate species found in all western states except Arizona and New Mexico, has declined in population by almost 50% throughout its range in the last several decades.  California and Nevada lie on the western limit of the population and have experienced local extirpations, further fragmenting the range.  The Buffalo-Skedaddle population is the largest within California and stands as the last stronghold against further shrinkage of historic habitat occupied by the species.  Exotic grasses, a frequent fire regime and invasive juniper threaten this habitat.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) encourages the use of voluntary conservation tools for collaborative conservation of candidate and other species-at-risk and their habitats, so that these species do not need the protection of the Endangered Species Act.  The FWS 2005 finding that the petition to list Greater sage-grouse did not warrant listing was due in part to conservation strategies such as the Buffalo-Skeddadle.   
RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT

1. Assist in the completion of NEPA and CEQA environmental documents

2. Assist with paperwork for projects regarding contracts
3. Coordinate projects with all partners

4. Provide on the ground project oversight

5. Actively seek other sources of funding i.e. matching

6. Coordinate project design efforts across the Alturas and Eagle Lake BLM Field Offices working with staff biologists, archeologists, and other resource professionals and/or contractors

7. Assist and coordinate NEPA and CEQA documentation and processes

8. Work with resource professionals and academics to review and develop effective monitoring protocols

9. Coordinate restoration efforts on private land according to direction and guidance of the Honey Lake Valley RCD

10. When possible assist with grants or community development efforts to expand  restoration and resource management opportunities and or funding

BUREAU INVOLVEMENT
BLM and Initiative Partnership involvement will be substantial.  BLM will receive grant awards and obligate funding the Honey Lake Rural Conservation District (RCD), provide on-the-ground technical support for all project implementation and manage all aspects of regulatory compliance, user coordination and public affairs.
SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




The Bureau of Land Management did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria:

(4) Unique Qualifications

Unsolicited  proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method or approach which is not the subject of current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objective.
Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to performed the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability, if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications.

Resource Conservation Districts (RCDs) were formed as independent local liasons between the federal government and landowners.  In California, each district has a locally elected or appointed volunteer board of directors made up of district landowners who address a wide variety of issues including wildlife restoration conservation.  RCDs are grassroots government organizations that work to get individual and community goals accomplished.  RCDs can work with any local, state or federal agency through simple cooperative agreements giving Honey Lake RCD the capacity to accomplish strategy goals across state and private as well as federal lands. Many times, RCDs can get conservation activities on the ground faster, cheaper and with greater local sensitivity than any other government entity.
.  
STATUTORY AUTHORITY
The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, as amended. Public Law 94-579, Section 307 (b) states that the Secretary may enter into contracts and cooperative agreements for the management, protection, development and sale of public lands.
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