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NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This   announcement is to provide public notice of the Bureau of Land Management’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	BLM-WY-NOI09-9004

	Project Title


	BLM WY WLCI Partner Support – Diamond H Conservation Easement

	Recipient


	Wyoming Game & Fish Department

	Principle Investigator (if applicable)
	Renee Dana (307)-352-0227

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$200,000 

	Cost Share
	Yes

	New Award or Continuation?
	New Award

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	 1 year 

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	August 2009 through July 2010

	Award Instrument


	Cooperative Agreement

	Statutory Authority


	Federal Land Policy Management Act of 1976, as amended, (43 U.S.C. 1743) Sections 307(a) and 307(b), P.L. 94-579 Section B: "Subject to the provisions of applicable law the Secretary may enter into contracts and cooperative agreements for the management, protection, development and sale of public lands" and the Wyden Amendment (PL 109-54) Section 434 – authorizes BLM to use appropriated funds to enter into and implement cooperative agreements with public and private entities to restore and enhance watersheds, including those outside public lands. 

	CFDA # and Title
	15.231 Fish, Wildlife and Plant Conservation Resource Management

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	Per 505DM 2 Manual – Justification: Unsolicited  proposal: The proposed award

is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique

or innovative idea, method or approach which is not the subject of current or

planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the

program objective, and, Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely

qualified to performed the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors

such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing

ability, if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications.

	BLM Point of Contact
	Ilze Karklins-Powers, email: Ilze_Karklins-Powers@blm.gov, Phone: (307)-775-6293


OVERVIEW

The Bureau of Land Management, Wyoming State Office, intends to award a cooperative agreement with the Wyoming Game & Fish Department to develop a conservation easement to retain agricultural nature of the property; maintain or enhance wildlife resource of the property; limit development of cabin sites or other residential uses of the property; and retain the relatively natural scenic, topographic, and open space resources present on the property on private lands near LaBarge Creek in southwest Wyoming. Funds support a conservation easement to: maintain or enhance sagebrush communities; maintain or enhance greater sage-grouse habitat and populations; maintain or improve pronghorn migration corridors; maintain or enhance pronghorn and other wildlife species habitat and populations; and maintain or enhance the State’s Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy Species of Greatest Conservation Need (CWCS SSGN).  These habitats interrelate with habitats on adjacent BLM-administered lands.
The anticipated length of the project is a one year period.  The BLM will consider continued funding for the project upon (a) the recipient showing progress satisfactory to the BLM toward program goals and the determination by the BLM that continuation of the program would be in the best interest of the Government or (b) the availability of funds.  The total project period for this award will not exceed 12 months.
RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT

The Wyoming Game & Fish Department will work to purchase and manage the easement, provide personnel with species and habitat expertise, provide project management and monitoring, project oversight, personnel and expertise for management of the easement, and financial contributions of $315,000.  Wyoming Game & Fish Department will apply these dollars and partner dollars of $1,850,000 to purchase of the easement. The Wyoming Game & Fish Department will work with partners (WGFD, JIO, BLM, and WLCI) to develop a Conservation and Management Plan for the private lands included in the conservation easement that maintains or enhances current livestock management relationships with state and federal agencies and coordinates with management on adjacent state and federal lands.  

BLM INVOLVEMENT

Substantial involvement on the part for BLM is anticipated for the successful completion of the objectives to be funded by this award.  In particular BLM will provide a portion of the funding for the project.  BLM will also be involved in developing the terms of the easement, providing team coordination, expertise, and overall support.  BLM involvement includes sharing information associated with management methodolgy; sharing resource data and information on interrelated adjacent BLM lands and allotments; coordinating and implementing activities that complement the overall management of adjacent and interrelated BLM-administerd lands within the area (grazing plans, projects) and incorporation of information into a landscape level WLCI data and information system. BLM, will also provide materials such as satellite imagery, aerial photos, and other monitoring and tracking tools as they become available  BLM, as part of WLCI, shares information associated with methodolgy; monitoring protocols; monitoring tools (such as LIDAR, Quickbird, etc., if available); and incorporation of information into a landscape level WLCI data and information system.  The BLM will benefit from cooperative management between the private and public lands, as well as the data and information obtained, which will help meet wildlife and wildlife habitat objectives for the WLCI
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