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United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

California State Office

2800 Cottage Way, Suite W-1834

Sacramento, CA 95825

www.ca.blm.gov
May 21, 2009
In Reply Refer To:

9219  (CA-943) P

Dear Applicant:
Subject:  2009 California Cooperative Rural Fire Assistance Program, BLM Application for

RFA Grant Funding

Thank you for your interest in the 2009 California Cooperative Rural Fire Assistance Program.  The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) pre-application process for RFA grant funding is now open.  This program targets rural and volunteer fire departments that routinely help fight fire on or near Department of Interior (DOI) administered lands. 
The 2009 RFA grant program is being announced cooperatively with the BLM, National Park Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs, and Fish and Wildlife Service in California to better serve our constituents and improve program compliance. Applicants can apply to any California DOI agency but only one project per applicant will be selected from the participating California DOI agencies. To receive an application from participating agencies please refer to http://www.Grants.gov project Announcement No??????
The goals of this program is intended to increase local firefighter safety and enhance the fire protection capabilities of Rural Fire Departments (RFD) by helping RFDs meet accepted standards of wildland fire qualifications, training, and performance for initial and extended attack at the local level. The RFA program also seeks to decrease wildland fire-related losses to rural economies through enhanced local fire protection; and to help reduce Federal, state, tribal and local expenditures on wildland fire suppression, particularly in the wildland-urban interface.
Applications will be accepted starting May 21, 2009 until June 12, 2009, 4:00 p.m., Pacific Standard Time.  Minimum eligibility requirements for this program include the following:

1. The department must be party to a Cooperative Agreement with an Interior Agency or Bureau, their respective State Forester, or equivalent entity.

2. The department serves a community with a population of 10,000 or less.
3. A department serving communities with populations over 10,000 may qualify for RFA funding under the following circumstances:

a. The service area of the department includes a rural area or community with a population of 10,000 or less. RFA funding must be used to benefit the rural service area.
b. Departments operate entirely within the boundaries of the county or town of more than 10,000 that is serviced by two or more fire districts. The service area of a given district includes a rural area or community, or the population of the district’s jurisdiction is less than 10,000. The RFA funding is used exclusively for the rural portion of the district.
c. A fire department with at least one station that serves a community of more than 10,000 that also encompasses a rural zone or community with a population not exceeding 10,000. RFA funding must be used to benefit the rural service area.
d. A fire department that serves a community of 10,000 or more that also provides fire protection services through contract or agreement to an adjoining rural community. RFA funding must be used to benefit the rural area services through the contract or agreement.

4. Your department is requesting funding for training, equipment, and or prevention activities related to wildland fire; and

5. Your department is able to meet at least a 10% cost share that may include in-kind services.

6. The department responds to Wildland Fire incidents within BLM responsibility.

7. Your department is working towards becoming compliant with the National Incident Management System (NIMS).  Please review the following checklist and the OES SEMS/NIMS Integration Update letter dated August 3, 2005.  For additional directions, go to website:  www.oes.ca.gov
The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (OES) has developed a phased NIMS compliance process for California.  By September 30, 2006, State, Local and Tribal fire services in California will be required to meet the following:

a. Formally recognize the NIMS and adopting the NIMS principles and policies (this may be addressed within your cooperative fire agreement);

b. Establish a NIMS baseline by determining which NIMS requirements you already meet, (this may be established by utilizing the NIMCAST web-based self-assessment system, www.fema.gov/nimcast);

c. Establish a timeframe and develop a strategy for full NIMS implementation, (this may be established within your cooperative agreement and or through the NIMCAST system);

d. Completing the NIMS Awareness Course, “National Incident Management System, an Introduction (IS 700)”, or federal equivalent, “Incident Command Systems (ICS 100)”. The IS 700 training is available on-line at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is700.asp
Awards are limited to $20,000 total from DOI agencies.  However, due to the large number of applications expected and the limited funding available, most awards are expected to be in the $1,000 - $10,000 range. 
Allowable Program Expenditures 

The following categories of items are allowable for the FY 2009 RFA program: 
1. Personal Protective Equipment and Basic Gear (e.g., gloves, hardhats, wildland Nomex shirts and trousers or coveralls, eye and ear protection, fireline packs, canteens, lanterns and fusees; Class 2 or 3 ANSI/ISEA 107-2004 compliant reflective safety vests (for roadway/roadside incidents)  
2. New Generation Fire Shelters and Case (Training shelters also allowable); 
3. Communications equipment (P-25 compliant hand-held radios, mobile units for ground vehicles) limit of 1 radio per seat position (i.e. 4-seat engine = 4 radios); 
4. Apparatus purchased from local DOI units through “negotiated fixed price sale” authority;

For additional information on the RFA program, please contact the following California RFA representatives:  BLM- Jane Arteaga (916) 978- 4436 or Tracy Thaler (916) 978-4529
For assistance with the application process, please contact your local BLM Field Office.  To locate the office closest to your department, please view the maps located on the following website:  http://www.ca.blm.gov/fieldoffices.html
Sincerely,

Karen Barnette

DSD, Support Services

Enclosures - 2
1.  2009 California BLM Rural Fire Assistance Grant Application Instructions (2pp)
2.  2009 California BLM Rural Fire Assistance Grant Application Instructions (3pp)

Background:

Rural Fire Assistance (RFA) funding can be used for training, equipment and/or prevention activities that improve safety and wildland firefighting capacity.  Products and services that qualify for funding include, but are not limited to:
	Category / Item
	Allowed
	NOT ALLOWED

	PPE
	
	

	Nomex shirt / pants or  coveralls 
	Standard GSA issue design or equivalent nomex 
	Non-standard, kevlar or other fire-resistive material 

Boots

Socks, thermal underwear

Brush jackets, structural bunker/turnout gear

	 Protective accessories
	New generation fire shelters, training shelters 

Basic OSHA-approved goggles; earplugs or headset 

Standard GSA issue type hardhat 
	No structural firefighting safety gear

	Fireline packs
	Standard GSA issue- style line pack/belt assembly, accessory canteens fusees 
	custom-made packs,  personal gear bags  

Sleeping bags

	Headlamps
	Standard GSA style or equivalent
	

	Reflective vests    
	Class 2 or 3 ANSI/ISEA 107-2004 compliant reflective safety vests (for roadway/roadside incidents)  
	Non-compliant vests

	Apparatus 
	Retired brush trucks, engines etc. through local office negotiated fixed- price sale arrangement
	ATVs or any OHV equipment, “gator” type utility vehicles 

	Pumps and accessories   
	Pumps or slip on units for apparatus new, refurbished or repairs, hose, fittings, related equipment. Reflective decals/ markings for apparatus. Portable pumps and accessories, dip tanks   
	Wildland fire only, no structural firefighting equipment  



	Hand Tools/ misc. accessories
	Pulaskis, shovels, McCleods, swatters, rakes, gas/oil cans, belt weather kits 
	wildland fire only, no structural firefighting equipment ; “Kestrels” or similar devices  

	Power Tools
	Chainsaws and basic accessories
	Generators

	Communications
	P-25 compliant hand-held, mobile units, base stations; accessories: charging bases, extra batteries, installation hardware as needed
	Non P-25 compliant units; “walkie- talkies” or two-way radios; pagers,  cell phones  


Funding Priorities: 

Priority grant selections will be based on a department’s organizational/operational profile, as follows:

 

· Operates as a fire department serving a rural population of 10,000 people or less.
· Recommendation from local BLM Field Office.
· Members lack wildland fire personal protective equipment (PPE).
· Members lack wildland fire training OR need updating/advanced course work.
· Basic safety equipment is not available for wildland firefighting (including, but not limited to, radios, first aid kits, hand tools).
· Wildland fire prevention programs/activities not available locally.
· Regularly assist BLM in wildland fire suppression actions.
· Regularly assist in protecting BLM public lands.
· High percentage of wildland/urban interface protected relative to other applicants.
· High percentage of “Communities-At-Risk” relative to the other applicants.
· High frequency of responses to wildland/urban fire incidents in local area.
Application Process:

All applications will be evaluated against the selection criteria and funding awarded on a competitive basis.  There may be additional application procedures depending on the selecting agency’s requirements.  You will be notified in writing about your selection status and any subsequent requirements. 
Application Submission:

Applications are to be submitted to the grant application process through http://www.Grants.gov, by June 12, 2009, 4:00 p.m., Pacific Standard Time.
All applicants will receive notification of award status:

If you receive notification of the award, you will receive instructions from the awarding agency on how to proceed.
Application packages received after the closing date and time will not be considered for award.  When a late proposal is disqualified from consideration, the applicant will be notified immediately. 

	2009
Cooperative Rural Fire Assistance Application


	Fire Department Name:
	Date Submitted:

	Fire Department mailing address: 

	Fire Department Contact Person: 
	Fire Department Business Phone Number: 

	Your Cooperative Agreement Number:​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________________________________________

Your Cooperative Fire Agreement is with:    FORMCHECKBOX 
 DOI Agency (BLM, FWS, BIA, NPS)     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tribal      FORMCHECKBOX 
 State     FORMCHECKBOX 
 None

Agency Contact Name:_________________________________________ Agency Phone Number:________________ 
Agency Address:__________________________________________________________________________________ FORMTEXT 
 
Nearest Bureau of Land Management (BLM), National Park Service (NPS) or Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) Office:

 FORMTEXT 


 FORMTEXT 


	Number of wildland-urban intermix acres protected by Fire Dept: 
	Community Population: 
	Community Name:

	Average annual number of wildland fire responses within primary response area: (Do not include mutual aid responses) 

	Average annual number of  wildland fire responses to: 



	Average annual number of wildland mutual aid responses: 
            BLM:__________                      NPS:__________                  FWS:__________                   BIA:___________

	Number of Fire Department wildland fire engines: 
 FORMTEXT 


	Total number of active members on the Fire Department: 
 FORMTEXT 


	Does the Fire Department currently have wildland fire Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for all active members?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes         FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 
If not, how many members are not equipped with PPE? 

	How many members of your Fire Department do not meet your basic firefighter safety training?  FORMTEXT 


	Have you analyzed your Fire Department's wildland fire prevention program needs?         FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes         FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

	Have you requested or received funding this year from another source? (e.g., US Forest Service/California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection’s Volunteer Fire Assistance Program, FEMA)  If so, how much?



	Has your Fire Department received any RFA funding in the past 3 years?  If yes, how much?



	Total cost of Equipment/Supplies/Training/Prevention (requested amount plus matching):$_______________________

Agency (BLM/NPS/FWS/BIA) Grant Amount Requested: $___________________________________________________

Department’s Matching Contribution (min. 10% private match) : $__________________________________________

	Name and Title of Requestor:  FORMTEXT 


	DUNS #:      (http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform/displayHomePage.do)                                    


	FOR DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR USE

Date Department of the Interior Official Reviewed: 


	Date Approved_________________________________________ Amount Approved__________________________


Matching Contribution:

Describe how you will meet the minimum 10% matching contribution (You can find guidance to federal grant matching requirements at www.omb.gov sections A-102 C__.24 or A-110C__.23 and fund-raising ideas from www.action-training.com/raising-matching-funds.asp)

ATTACH AN ITEMIZED LIST OF YOUR REQUEST AND RESPECTIVE COSTS
	Item
	Number of Personnel
	Request

Amount
	10% Match

Amount
	Total Amount

	Training (Wildland)
	
	
	
	

	

Basic
	
	
	
	

	

Refresher
	
	
	
	

	

Advanced
	
	
	
	

	            Other
	
	
	
	

	Sub Total:
	
	
	
	

	Equipment (Wildland)
	Number of Items
	
	
	

	

Communications
	
	
	
	

	

Apparatus
	
	
	
	

	Tools/Supplies
	
	
	
	

	Water Handling (Wildland)
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	

	Sub Total:
	
	
	
	

	Personal Protective Equipment (Wildland)
	Number of Items
	
	
	

	  Pants
	
	
	
	

	 Shirts
	
	
	
	

	 Hard Hats
	
	
	
	

	Web Gear
	
	
	
	

	 Fire Shelter
	
	
	
	


	Item
	Number of Personnel
	Request

Amount
	10% Match

Amount
	Total Amount

	Other
	
	
	
	

	Sub Total:
	
	
	
	

	Prevention (within local community)
	
	
	
	

	
Workshops (Firewise, etc)
	
	
	
	

	
Assessments and Planning
	
	
	
	

	Other Activities 
	
	
	
	

	Sub Total:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Total:


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



