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NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD
This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to provide public notice of the Bureau of Land Management’s intention to fund the following project activities without full and open competition.

	ABSTRACT

	Funding Announcement
	AK-NOI08-0002

	Project Title
	Maintenance and operation of the North Slope Science Initiative (NSSI) intergovernmental website

	Recipient
	Michigan Tech Research Institute

	Principle Investigator (if applicable)
	Robert Shuchman, PhD, Co-Director, Michigan Tech Research Institute 

	Total Anticipated Award Amount
	$465,000 subject to availability of funds.  A total of $155,000 is available for fiscal year 2008.

	Cost Share
	Approximately $150,000 over the life of the agreement

	Anticipated Length of Agreement
	5 years

	Anticipated Period of Performance
	April 2008 to April 2013

	Award Instrument
	Cooperative Agreement

	Statutory Authority
	The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, Section 307 (a) & (b), as amended, Public Law 94-579

	CFDA # and Title
	15.224 Cultural Resource Management

	Single Source Justification Criteria Cited
	 Justification Criterion (2) (Continuation)  and (4) (Unique Qualifications) of the Department of Interior Single Source Policy Requirements 

	BLM Point of Contact
	Sandee Smith, Grants Management Officer
Bureau of Land Management, Alaska State Office
222 W. 7th Avenue, #13

Anchorage, AK 99513-7504

(907) 271-5193


OVERVIEW
The Bureau of Land Management, Alaska State Office intends to award a cooperative agreement with Michigan Tech Research Institute (MTRI) to assist BLM in the continued refinement, design, operation and maintenance of the NSSI website.  The anticipated length of the agreement is five years, subject to available funding. 

STATEMENT OF JOING OBJECTIVES/PROJECT MANAGEMENT PLAN

Objectives

1.  Use the website to distribute information and scientific data for better understanding of the North Slope and its environs in a single, publically accessible location;

2.  Serve as the primary interface with the public, industry, federal, state and local governments and academic institutions to serve information on the mission, goals, objectives and projects implemented through the North Slope Science Initiative.

Benefit:
The activity to be undertaken through this agreement is in furtherance of the BLM and the recipient’s mission by the providing the following benefits:  

1.  For the protection and management of public, and other lands located across the North Slope by providing information on their management and science based activities on those lands.  

2.  To implement efforts to coordinate collection of scientific data that will provide a better understanding of terrestrial, aquatic, and marine ecosystems of the North Slope of Alaska.

RECIPIENT INVOLVEMENT
Michigan Tech Research Institute (MTRI) would provide for the continued refinement, design, operation and maintenance of the NSSI website.  The website is located outside of federal firewall oversight since its purpose is to provide the public, academia, industry, federal, state, and local governments opportunity to have information in a “one-stop” location about activities on the North Slope of Alaska.  This site was maintained under a grant with the Environmental Research Institute of Michigan (ERIM), formerly Altarum Institute.  The site has successfully operated since 2003 under this grant.  All servers and maintenance have been transferred from Altarum Institute to (MTRI).  Both the website interface and server updates are performed by MTRI. This website has been operating 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT INVOLVEMENT
The BLM will be substantially involved in directing the content of the website, design of the website interface and will retain the authority for authorization of the password protected portion of the site.  Information posted, or links to, sites outside of the immediate subject of North Slope Science Initiative will be approved by the Executive Director, North Slope Science Initiative prior to posting or linking.  Information provided on this website will be used by the Bureau of Land Management, other members of the North Slope Science Initiative, industry, academia and the public to better understand the environments of the North Slope that lead to better management practices.
SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

	DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

	Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.



	In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a particular recipient of purpose;

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for adequate competitive procedures to be followed.




BLM did not solicit full and open competition for this award based the following criteria:

(2) continuation
(4) Unique Qualifications

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

Federal Lands Policy Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA), Public Law 94-579, Sec. 307 (a) involving the management of public lands (b)....the Secretary may enter into contracts and cooperative agreements involving the management, protection, development, and sale of public lands.  It also authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to conduct investigations, studies, and experiments, on his/her own initiative. It further authorizes joint cooperation with others involving the management, protection, development, acquisition, and conveying and sale of public lands. Other functions include management of inventorying the public lands and their resources. Sec. 102 (a) (1) of the Act notes, the national interest will be realized if the public lands and their resources are periodically and systematically inventoried.

ATTACHMENT A

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

CERTIFICATION FOR FEDERAL ASSISTANCE
Certification Regarding Lobbying - Certification for Contracts, Grants, Loans, and Cooperative Agreements.  Applies to recipients of awards exceeding $100,000.
This certification is required by Section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code, entitled "Limitation on use of appropriated funds to influence certain Federal contracting and financial transactions."

The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that: 

(1)  No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.

(2)  If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form‑LLL, "Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying," in accordance with its instructions.

(3)  The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents for all subawards at all tiers (including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, loans, and cooperative agreements) and that all subrecipients shall certify accordingly. 

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was made or entered into.  Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction imposed by Section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code.  Any person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

As the authorized certifying official, I hereby certify that the above specified certifications are true.


Signature & Date___________________________________________________________


Typed name and title ________________________________________________________

   
Applicant/Recipient _________________________________________________________

ATTACHMENT B

PROPOSAL SUBMISSION FORMAT

Please read the announcement carefully before completing this information.  

Section 1.  Purpose, Objectives, and Relevance 
A.
 Describe why the project is needed by the applicant. 

B.
Describe the applicant’s objectives. 

C.
Describe how the applicant’s objectives support their mission and how this project will implement coordination of scientific data on the North Slope of Alaska. 

Section ii.  TECHNICAL APPROACH 
Describe how the applicant proposes to conduct and achieve the project.  The project design must contain enough detail to show the development of the project and the relationship between the partners, tasks, milestones, and objectives.  The Work Plan must be clear, suitable, and feasible with respect to the following;  (a) Describe the techniques, procedures, and methodologies to be used; (b) Describe data collection, analysis, and means of interpretation; (c) Describe expected results or outcomes; and (d) Describe the procedures for evaluating project efficacy, including fixed performance indices with probabilities for obtaining them. 

Section iii.  QUALIFICATIONS, EXPERIENCE, PAST PERFORMANCE 

Describe who will carry out the Project Activities.  List all project personnel, including consultants.   Describe their responsibilities and the amount of time each will dedicate to the project.  Briefly describe how their experience and qualifications are appropriate to successfully achieve the stated objectives.

section IV - Attachment B:  Budget   

This is a suggested format for the applicant to use for the detailed budget/costs breakdown. Each cost item should clearly show how the total charge for that item was determined.  All major costs should be listed in budget categories similar to those listed below, and all cost items should be explained in the Budget Summary and Justification (Section 4).

Attachment C.
 Budget

This is a suggested format for the applicant to use for the detailed budget/costs breakdown. Each cost item should clearly show how the total charge for that item was determined.  All major costs should be listed in budget categories similar to those listed below, and all cost items should be explained in the Budget Summary and Justification (Section 4).

	A. Salaries and Wages.  Provide the names and/or titles of key project personnel.  

	Name/Title of Position
	Full Time 

Monthly Salary
	%

FTE


	No. of

Months


	Grant Funds
	Match / Cost Share (if any)
	Third Party Share (if any)
	Total

	
	$

	
	
	$

	$

	$

	$


	
	$

	
	
	$

	$

	$

	$


	
	$

	
	
	$

	$

	$

	$


	
	$

	
	
	$

	$

	$

	$


	
	$

	
	
	$

	$

	$

	$


	Subtotal
	
	$
	$

	$

	$



	B. Fringe Benefits.  If more than one rate is used, list each rate and the wage or salary base.

	Rate
	Salary or Wage Base
	Grant Funds
	Match / Cost Share (if any)
	Third Party  Share (if any)
	Total

	 
	$

	$
	$

	$

	$


	 
	$

	$

	$

	$

	$


	 
	$

	$

	$

	$

	$


	 
	$

	$

	$

	$

	$


	Subtotal
	$

	$

	$

	$



	C. Consultant/Contracting Fees.  This should include payments for professional and technical consultants participating in the project.

	Name and type of Consultant
	# of Days
	Daily Rate of Compensation
	Grant Funds
	Match / Cost Share (if any)
	Third Party Share (if any)
	Total

	
	
	$

	$

	$



	$

	$


	
	
	$

	$

	$



	$

	$


	
	
	$

	$

	$



	$

	$


	
	
	$

	$

	$



	$

	$


	
	
	$

	$

	$



	$

	$


	Subtotal
	$

	$



	$

	$



	D. Travel and Per Diem.  For each trip, indicate the number of persons traveling, the total days they will be in travel status, and the total subsistence and transportation costs for that trip.  Per diem rates shall not exceed maximum Federal rates.  To view current Federal per diem rates, visit

http://www.gsa.gov/Portal/gsa/ep/channelView.do?pageTypeId=8203&channelId=-15943 

and follow the links to per diem information.



	From/To
	No. of People
	No. of Travel Days
	Per diem (lodging and meals) per person per day
	Total per diem (lodging and meals) for this trip
	Transportation costs (airfare and mileage) per person
	Total transportation costs (airfare and mileage) for this trip
	Grant Funds
	Match / Cost Share (if any)
	Third Party Share (if any)
	Total

	
	
	
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$

	
	
	
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$


	$
	$

	
	
	
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$

	
	
	
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$

	
	
	
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$

	
	
	
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$

	
	
	
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$

	
	
	
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$

	
	
	
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$
	$

	Subtotal
	$
	$
	$
	$


	E. Supplies and Materials.  Include consumable supplies and materials to be used in the project, listing each item and quantity individually. Include items of expendable equipment, i.e., equipment costing less than $500 or with an estimated useful life of less than two years.  Equipment costing more than that should be listed in the Other Costs category (Category G, below). 

	Item
	# of items
	Cost
	Grant Funds
	Match / Cost Share (if any)
	Third Party  Share (if any)
	Total

	
	
	
	$

	$

	$

	$


	
	
	
	$

	$

	$

	$


	
	
	
	$

	$

	$

	$


	
	
	
	$

	$

	$

	$


	
	
	
	$

	$

	$

	$


	
	
	
	$

	$

	$

	$


	Subtotal
	$

	$



	$

	$



	F. Services.  This should include the cost of duplication and printing, long distance telephone calls, equipment rental, postage, and other services not previously listed.

	Item
	Method of Computation
	Grant Funds
	Match / Cost Share (if any)
	Third Party  Share (if any)
	Total

	
	

	$

	$



	$

	$


	
	

	$

	$



	$

	$


	
	

	$

	$



	$

	$


	
	

	$

	$



	$

	$


	Subtotal
	$

	$



	$

	$



	G. Other Costs.  List equipment items in excess of $500, and other items not previously listed.  Note that equipment items worth less than $500 or that have a useful life of less than 2 years must be listed in the Supplies and Materials category.

	Item
	Cost
	Grant Funds
	Match / Cost Share (if any)
	Third Party Share (if any)
	Total

	
	$

	$

	$



	$

	$


	
	$

	$

	$



	$

	$


	
	$

	$

	$



	$

	$


	
	$

	$

	$



	$

	$


	
	$

	$

	$



	$

	$


	Subtotal
	$

	$



	$

	$



	H. Indirect Costs.  If indirect costs will be charged to the grant, complete the table below with your current approved indirect cost rate and the direct costs it will be applied to.  A copy of your most recent indirect cost rate must be attached if indirect costs will be requested.   

	* The Direct Costs from items 1 -- 6 to which the indirect cost rate applies
	Current Approved Indirect Cost 

Rate Percentage (%)
	Indirect Cost Rate Amount

	$

	
    %
	$


	


Budget Justification.  Provide a brief narrative justification of all cost items, including matching funds, listed in the budget.  Be specific and explain why these items are necessary to accomplish the grant objectives.  If the project involves travel costs, include a brief summary of each trip (for example, Project Director and two students will fly from Hometown to Someplace and stay three days to examine Someplace Museum’s collection).  Note:  Travel is limited to this project only.  If purchasing or renting computer equipment or other large budget items follow the procedures in 43CFR, Subpart C, Section 12.76 for State, local and Indian tribal governments or Subpart F, Section 12.940 through 12.948 for institutions of higher education, hospitals, other non-profit and all other organizations, as applicable.
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