
Cooperative Agreement 
Between the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

and the

National Wildlife Refuge Association
I. RECIPIENT 
National Wildlife Refuge Association

1250 Connecticut Ave NW, Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20036
www.nwra.org 

Phone:  202-292-2402

Fax:  202-292-2435
II. FINANCIAL DATA 

Cooperative Agreement number: 
Appropriation data: 

Amount funded: 
Tax identification number: 
DUNS No.: 175172527

Catalogue of Federal domestic assistance code:
III. AUTHORITY 
The agreement (Agreement) between the National Wildlife Refuge System (NWRS) of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (“Service”) and the National Wildlife Refuge Association (Recipient) is hereby entered into under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 (16 U.S.C. 742a-742j), as amended, and the 1998 National Wildlife Refuge System Volunteer and Community Partnership Act, as amended.  
IV. PURPOSE 
The purpose of this Agreement is to provide financial assistance to the Recipient in support of collaborative work between the Recipient and the Refuge System to further work and accomplish objectives of the Refuge System.  Collaborative work will focus on organizing and delivering the 2011 Refuge System “Promises” conference; future national, regional and community conferences, workshops and training programs; preparing special reports on the Refuge System; organizing and coordinating awards and recognition programs, communications with community-level partners; providing expert speakers for workshops, training programs and events; and technical assistance and expertise to community-based “Friends” organizations and other partners interested in supporting the National Wildlife Refuge System.  

The Refuge System and Association have a long history of collaboration on a variety of topics at the national, regional and community levels to help educate the public about U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service programs and build community support for the Refuge System. 
V. SCOPE OF WORK 
For the period hereinafter set forth, the Service and the Recipient shall furnish the necessary personnel, services, materials and otherwise perform all things necessary for or incidental to the performance in accordance with the following Scope of Work: 
A.  Specifically, the Service shall: 
1. Provide funding for projects that support Refuge System priority programs and objectives, such as climate change, beyond the boundaries issues and training, visitor services, communications, and volunteers and Friends.  Projects may be initiated at the national, regional or refuge levels to support on-going or new work under this cooperative agreement.
2. Oversee, review, and approve the Association’s progress toward completion of its activities; and related financial expenditures and obligations specified under this award.

B. Specifically, the Recipient shall: 

1. For the 2011 Refuge System “Promises” conference, planned for Spring 2011: 
a. Provide conference/workshop administrative and professional support in cooperation with the Service.

b. Conduct partner outreach and engagement work to build participation and support for: the conference, follow-up reports, and other related projects.
c. Conduct outreach to traditional and non-traditional partner NGOs.
d. Solicit input, encourage communications with members and other supporters.
e. Engage Friends organizations in conference planning and follow-up, by soliciting their input, and assisting with community outreach events/communications, as necessary.
f. Create e-communications tools using websites, social networking platforms, and videos to plan and create products with outside partners and supporters.
g. Develop conference graphics, including banners, web graphics, and materials design.
h. Assist the Service in identifying outside speakers to share information with the conference’s working teams or with participants during the conference.
i. Conduct post-conference partner outreach and communicate conference proceedings and recommendations to non-governmental organizations.
2. Administer/manage the funds the Service contributes in support of activities authorized under the terms and conditions of this agreement. 

3. Issue and administer/manage subawards, i.e., grants, cooperative agreements and/or contracts, as appropriate and in accordance with 43 CFR 12.905; to carry out the activities authorized under the terms and conditions of this agreement.

4. Conduct awards/recognition events for programs, refuges, and individuals.
5. Prepare communications, special reports or other publications on a variety of Refuge System program issues to highlight successes and challenges.
6. Assist with building national and local partnerships focusing on youth employment and educational programs.
7. Offer professional assistance for refuge planning and partnership coordination at the local level.
8. Ensure that the Service is recognized as a partner in all materials produced in connection with this agreement.
VI. PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE 
The period of performance of this Agreement is from the effective date of signature by the Service Contracting Officer through October 15, 2011. 

VII. REPORTS 
A. Annual Report. The Recipient will prepare an annual report to be submitted to the Service Project Officer summarizing accomplishments throughout the previous fiscal year, as well as explaining any milestones not accomplished. This report is due 90 days following the end of the fiscal year. 

B. Final Report. A final report is to be submitted to the Service Project Officer at the end of the period of performance summarizing accomplishments, as well as explaining any milestones not accomplished. 

VIII. FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION

A. Service funding: The Service will initially provide $100,000 from the Refuge System’s Promises Conference Account (93260-1263-PRMS), which will be specifically applied to (Section V, B. 1, a-i) of this agreement.  Additional funds will be paid into the Agreement as they become available and as they are needed to support activities negotiated and approved under amendments/modifications to this agreement. 
The Recipient may use Agreement funds (including overhead charges) for the full range of expenses associated with support of approved  Service projects, including salaries, benefits, administration, travel and facilities, honoraria, equipment purchase and maintenance, printing, and website design and/or maintenance. 

B. Payment Schedule: Initial payment of $100,000 to support the 2011 conference project shall be transferred immediately. The recipient may submit a SF 270 to the Service Project Officer requesting an advance of funds. The voucher (SF 270) shall reference the Cooperative Agreement number. The Service Project Officer shall approve/disapprove the request and forward it to the paying office. 

C. Additional Payments for Projects.  Additional payments for these and future projects negotiated and approved under this agreement will be transferred subject to the availability of funds and scopes of work agreed upon in advance by both the Service and Recipient. Any funds balance remaining for any project on the expiration date of this Cooperative Agreement will be returned to the Service. 

IX. PROJECT OFFICERS 
A.  Service Project Officer: The Service Project Officer is responsible for administering the performance of work under this Agreement.  However, no understanding, agreement, modification, change order, or other matter deviating from the terms of this Agreement shall be effective or binding upon the government unless formalized by proper documentation executed by the Service Contracting officer. 
B.  Service Contracting Officer: The Service Contracting Officer shall be informed of any actions or inactions by either party to this Agreement which will change the required delivery or completion times stated in the Agreement. 
On all matters that pertain to the Agreement’s terms, the Recipient shall communicate with the Service contracting Officer. Whenever, in the opinion of the Recipient, the Service Project Officer requests effort outside the scope of the Agreement, the Recipient shall so advise that Service Project Officer. If there still exists a disagreement as to proper work coverage, the Service Contracting Officer shall be notified immediately by the Recipient, preferably in writing. Proceeding with work outside the terms and conditions of the Agreement could result in nonpayment of invoices. 

C.  Project Officer for the Fish and Wildlife Service:
Kevin Kilcullen
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

4401 North Fairfax Drive, Room 634

Arlington, VA 22203

Email:  

Phone:  703-358-2029

D.
Project Officer for the National Wildlife Refuge Association:

Evan Hirsche
1250 Connecticut Ave NW, Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20036

Email:
Phone:  202-292-2402
E.
Contracting Officer for the Fish and Wildlife Service:
Eileen Soto
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Arlington, VA 22203

Email:  eileen_soto@fws.gov
Phone:  703-358-2012
X. SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
A.  Publication of any reports or parts thereof by Recipient’s personnel shall be subject to FWS review and comment, which will be completed within 30 days after receipt. Appropriate credits to the United States Department of the Interior, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, shall be in any formally published article, providing the FWS Service does not otherwise feel it appropriate. 
B. Recipient shall not publicize or otherwise circulate any promotional material (such as advertisements, sales brochures, press releases, speeches, still and motion pictures, articles, manuscripts, or other publications) which states or imply governmental, Departmental, Bureau, or government employee endorsement of a product, service, or position which the Recipient presents. No release of information relating to this award agreement may state or imply that the Government approves of the Recipient’s work product, or considers the Recipient’s work product to be superior to other products or services. 

C. All information submitted for publication or other public releases of information regarding this project shall carry the following disclaimer: 

“The views and conclusions contained in this document are those of the authors and should not be interpreted as representing the opinions or policies of the U.S. government. Mention of trade names or commercial products does not constitute their endorsement by the U.S. government.” 

Unless required by law, regulation or policy, Recipient must obtain prior government approval for any public information releases concerning this award which refer to Department of the Interior or any bureau or employee (by name or title). The specific text, layout photographs, etc. of the proposed release must be submitted with the request for approval. 

Further, the Recipient agrees to include this provision in any sub-award and/or contract to any sub-Recipient, except for a sub-award to a State government, a local government, or to a federally-recognized Indian tribal government. 

D.  Two (2) copies of each publication produced under this Agreement shall be sent to the Natural Resources Library and with a transmittal that identifies the sender and the publication. The address of the library is: 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Natural Resources Library 

Division of Information and library Services 

1849 C. Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

E.  The Government may publish, reproduce, and use all technical data developed as a result of this agreement, in any manner and for any purpose without limitation, and may authorize others to do the same. 

XI. MODIFICATIONS 
Modification to this Agreement may be proposed in writing at any time during the period of performance by either party and shall become binding upon the signature of the Service Contracting Officer. 

XII. GENERAL PROVISIONS 
The General Provisions applicable to this Agreement are the Administrative and Audit Requirements and cost Principles for Assistance Programs cited in 43 CFR, Part 12, which are hereby incorporated by reference. 
XIII. CERTIFICATION 
The Certifications applicable to Federal Grants and Cooperative Agreements executed by the Recipient shall be made part of this Agreement.

IN WITNESS THEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Cooperative Agreement to be executed as of the date therein written. 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

National Wildlife Refuge Association
_________________________

_______________________________

Signature




Signature

_________________________

_______________________________

Typed or Printed Name of Contracting
Typed or Printed Name 

Officer
___________________________
         _______________________________

Title




         Title

____________________________
         _______________________________   

Date




         Date
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