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Eligibility

Civil society organizations, including non-governmental organizations and universities, are eligible to apply.  Applications from individuals will be considered if the project will have an impact on a larger group of women.      

The Department encourages organizations that have not previously received international program funding from the U.S. Government to apply under this announcement.  
Cost Sharing or Matching 

This program does not require cost sharing.

Other Special Eligibility Criteria

Not Applicable.  
Contact Information

A) For questions relating to Grants.gov, please call the Grants.gov Contact Center at 1-800-518-4726.
B) For assistance with the requirements of this solicitation, contact Kelly Folliard, Grants Officer, Political Section U.S. Embassy Kabul, at:

Email: folliardke@state.gov (Preferred method of communication)
Phone: +93 700 10 8238
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I. Executive Summary
The Political Section at U.S. Embassy Kabul is pleased to announce that we are currently accepting applications for the newly-launched Afghan Women’s Empowerment (AWE) Grants Program.  The AWE Grants Program provides $5,000-$50,000 grants for Afghan-led projects that increase women’s participation in the political sphere.  Grant applications are accepted in English (preferred), Dari, and Pashto.
II. BACKGROUND
Long-excluded from education, healthcare, employment, and participation in public life, Afghan women continue to suffer from illiteracy, poor health, and extreme poverty. The country’s maternal mortality and female illiteracy rates are among the highest in the world, while women’s life expectancy – 44 years – is among the lowest. Afghan women not only face urgent humanitarian needs, but their untapped energy and productivity are essential for sustainable peace, security, and development in Afghanistan.  
The United States Government is committed to removing constraints on women’s potential because their participation in rebuilding Afghanistan is essential. The U.S. government supports legal rights for women, helps them gain access to public services and jobs, builds their capacity, and encourages their inclusion in public life. To this end, the Political Section at U.S. Embassy Kabul launched the AWE Grants Program in April, 2010, to promote women’s participation in political life.  
Objectives
Funding is available for Afghan-led projects that increase women’s participation in the political sphere.  Grant proposals should meet one or more of the following AWE priorities: 

· Encouraging women’s participation in Afghanistan’s political realm 
· Increasing women’s advocacy for legislative change 

· Raising women’s awareness of their constitutional rights within Afghanistan’s complex legal traditions 

· Promoting women’s participation in and awareness of the 2010 Parliamentary elections 

· Developing women’s leadership and advocacy skills

Funding Priorities
The AWE Grants Program seeks to fund creative and innovative projects to increase Afghan women’s political involvement.  Every effort will be made to ensure that projects from a variety of provinces are supported.  
III. ELIGIBILITY Requirements
Civil society organizations, including non-governmental organizations and universities, are eligible to apply.  Applications from individuals will be considered if the project will have an impact on a larger group of women.      

The Department encourages organizations that have not previously received international program funding from the U.S. Government to apply under this announcement.  

IV. APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION
Award Period: Projects generally must be completed in one year or less, though proposals will be considered on a case-by-case basis.
Award Amount: $4.5 million is available for this grant program over three years.  Multiple awards will be granted, with a maximum amount per award of $50,000.  
Application Submission Process:  Please submit your proposal to the U.S. Embassy in Kabul or to a U.S. Embassy Representative in your area using application provided on grants.gov. 

POC: 
Kelly Folliard

Email: KabulAWEGrants@state.gov (Preferred method of communication)
Phone: +93 700 10 8238
Application Deadline: Applications are accepted on a rolling basis.
V. AWARD SELECTION CRITERIA
Evaluation Criteria:  Applicants should note that the following criteria (1) serve as a standard against which all proposals will be evaluated, and (2) serve to identify the significant matters that should be addressed in all proposals.  The USG will award grants to the applicants whose offers represent the best value to the USG on the basis of technical merit and cost. 
Each application will be evaluated by a selection committee of U.S. Embassy Kabul employees.  The evaluation criteria are as follows:  
· The project supports AWE priorities (as outlined in “Objectives”)


· The project has a tangible outcome/result.  

· The organization has demonstrated that they have the technical capacity, organizational capability, and leadership to carry out the project.


· The project is scheduled (and likely) to be completed in one year or less.
· The costs are reasonable, allowable, and allocable and the proposal is cost effective.
· The organization is non-partisan and not working on behalf of a specific political party or lobbying for a particular political agenda. 

VI. AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION

Award Notices:  The grant award or co-operative agreement shall be written, signed, awarded, and administered by the Grants Officer.  The Grants Officer is the Government official delegated the authority by the U.S. Department of State Procurement Executive to write, award, and administer grants and cooperative agreements.  The assistance award agreement is the authorizing document and it will be provided to the Recipient.  Organizations whose applications will not be funded will also be notified in writing.

Anticipated Time to Award:  Applicants should expect to be notified of the recommended concepts within 90 days after the submission deadline.  
Reporting Requirements:  Grantees are required to submit quarterly program progress and financial reports throughout the project period.  Progress and financial reports are due 30 days after the reporting period.  Final programmatic and financial reports are due 90 days after the close of the project period.  Progress reports at a minimum should be submitted via electronic mail to an address to be provided in the award. 
VII. Disclaimer
If a proposal is selected for funding, the Department of State has no obligation to provide any additional future funding in connection with the award.  Renewal of an award to increase funding or extend the period of performance is at the total discretion of the Department of State.
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